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SF.RMON 


S  E  R 


O  N 


Of  the  great  Importance  of  Sinners 
turning  their  Feet  unto  GOD’s 
T  eftimonies. 


PSALM 


CXIX.  59,  60. 


I  THOUGHT  on  my  ways,  and  tamed 
my  feet  unto  thy  t eftimonies  : 

I  MADE  hafte,  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy 
commandments. 


T  being  of  no  great  confequence  to  gERM 
us  to  know,  I  fhall  not  now  fpend 
time  to  inquire,  whether  the  Pfal- 
'  milt  here  refers  to  his  thinking  on 
his  ways  after  falling  into  fome  particuiar 
great  fin,  or  fins,  as  good  men  are  liable 
to  fall  ;  and  his  fpeedily  turning  his  feet 

again  unto  God’s  tefiimonies,  in  confe- 

B  quence 


/ 

Jp 
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SERM  quence  of  fuch  reflexion :  Or  whether  he 

reterf  to  Jonic  Period,  poffibly  in  his  early 
\our  i,  \\hen  he  w  as  not  yet  a  true  fearer 
and  leryant  of  God  ;  but  being  brought 
toa  lcrious  confideration  of  his  ways,  and 

tne  atal  tendency  of  them,  he  then,  with¬ 
out  delay,  altered  the  general  courfe  of 
fus  lire;  turning  from  his  former  wickecf- 
nels,  to  die  way  of  righteoufnefs  ;  and  fo, 
of  a  ^  child  of  difobedience  and  wrath,  be¬ 
coming  a  fon  of  God,  and  an  heir  of  fal- 
vation.  I  fay,  I  do  not  conceive  it  to  be 
of  much  importance  to  us  to  inquire  into 
tnis  matter :  f  or  there  is  evident  v  a  two¬ 
fold  repentance,  or  turning  to  God,  and 
to  the  keeping  of  his  tdlimonies  and  com¬ 
mandments  ;  to  both  of  which,  fober  re¬ 
jection,  or  thinking  on  our- ways,  is  re- 
quihte  and  conducive ;  and  both  of  which 
may,  ^  I  fuppofe,  properly  come  under 
c onhcieratidn,  in  a  difeourfe  upon  the 
p<  dent  fubject.  T'he  fir  ft  is  that  of 
wicked,  unrighteous  men  ;  of  thole  who 
Lave  Lved  unmindful  oi  God, and  of  their 
duty  to  him  ;  thofe  who  have  habitually' 
violated  his  commandments  in  the  prece- 
y.  ding  part  of  their  lives;  till,  by  fome 

■■  means  or  other,  being  put  upon  fenous 
thought  and  reflexion,  they  are  induced 
to  forfake  their  fins,  and  to  enter  upon  a 
new  courfe  of  life,  a  life  of  piety,  virtue 

and 
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and  religion.  And  this  is  what,  in  the  SERM 
language  of  fcripture,  is  more  generally  I. 
intended  by  repentance,  or  turning  to  God  ' — /■— * 
and  his  commandments.  But  there  is  a 
fecondary  repentance  and  reformation,  or 
turning  to  God’s  teftimonies,  which  is 
proper  to  good  and  holy  men,  who  have 
in  general  kept  the  commandments.  For 
even  the  righteous  may,  in  times  of  great 
temptation,  or  at  any  time,  if  they  are 
not  circumfpebl  and  watchful,  fall  into  1 
confiderable  fins,  and  come  very  fhort  of 
their  duty  in  many  refpects.  And  fuch 
men  are  generally,  if  not  always,  by  the 
good  providence  and  grace  of  God,  ex¬ 
cited  to  think  on  their  ways,  and  amend 
them  ;  to  “  remember  from  whence  they 
“  are  fallen,  to  repent,  and  to  do  the  firil 
iC  works.  ”  This,  you  perceive,  is  a  re¬ 
pentance,  or  turning  to  God’s  teftimc- 
nies,  different  in  fome  refpecls  from  that 
before-mentioned,  the  fubjebts  of  it  being 
fo  different.  It  is  indeed  common  to  the 
fubjedts  ol  both,  to  have  brokeft  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  God,  and  to  have  gone  con¬ 
trary  to  his  teftimonies  ;  this  being  im¬ 
plied  in  turning  their  feet  unto  them.  But 
then  the  fubjedts  of  the  former  repentance 
and  reformation,  are  cuftomary,  habitual 
tinners,  whofe  whole  courfe  and  inftitu- 
tton  of  life  is  hereby  changed  ;  whereas 
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SERM  the  fubjects  of  the  latter,  are  righteous, 
I.  good  men,  who  having  iti  fome  refpects 
-v-— ^  violated  their  duty,  return  to  it,  and  keep 
the  commandments  of  God  more  circum- 
fpeffly.  It  is  but  once  that  a  man  exer- 
cifes  repentance  towards  God  in  the  firft 
fenfe,  as  it  lignifies  the  breaking  off  a  lin- 
ful,  and  entering  upon  a  new,  an  holy, 
and  divine,  life  :  But  repentance,  or  turn¬ 
ing  to  God,  in  the  latter  fenfe,  may,  and 
ought  to  be,  and  is,  often  repeated  in  this 
imperfect  (late  ;  even  as  often  as  a  good 
man  deviates  from  the  path  of  his  duty, 
and  returns  to  it  with  an  humble  and  con¬ 
trite  heart. 

Now,  what  the  particular  cafe  of  the 
Pfalmift  was,  to  which  he  refers  in  the 
paffage  I  have  chofen  for  the  fubjeCt  of 
feveral  difcourfes  ;  whether  he  refers  to 
the  time  of  his  ‘firft  converfton'  to  God, 
from  the  ways  of  fm  and  folly,  or  to -that 
of  his  recovery  from  fome  criminal  lapfe 
after  he  had  known  the  way  of  righteouf- 
nefs ;  every  one  is  left  to  his  own  opinion, 
as  a  thing  that  is  very  immaterial  in 
itfelf,  or  at  leaft  to  my  prefent  delign. 
Neither  do  I  think’  it  of  any  great  impor¬ 
tance  now  to  inquire,  what  was  the  fpe- 
cial  and  more  immediate  occafion  of  the 
Pfalmift’s  being  thus  led  to  think  on  his 
ways,  and  to  walk  in  God’s  teftimonies  ; 

whether 
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whether  it  were  fickuefs,  or  fome  other  a-  SERM 
wakening  vibration  of  divine  providence  ;  I. 
whether  it  were  affiidfion  and  adverb  ty  of 
any  kind,  or  that  abounding  goodnefs  and 
mercy  of  -God,  the  debgn  of  which  is  to 
lead  men  to  repentance  ;  or  laftly,  whe¬ 
ther  there  might  not  poftibly  be  a  con¬ 
currence  of  feveral  means,  to  the  co¬ 
operation  of  which,  under  the  influence 
and  bleffing  of  God  who  worketh  all  in 
all,  this  happy  effect  was  to  be  afcribed. 

The  judgments  of  God  are  unfearch- 
able  ;  and  none  can  find  out  either  theAl- 
mighty, or  his  ways, unto  perfection.  But 
we  know  in  general,  that  there  is  a  great 
variety  of  means  which  God  makes  ufe 
of,  to  bring  about  the  defigns  of  his  pro¬ 
vidence  and  grace  ;  and  which,  particu¬ 
larly,  he  ufes  for  the  awakening  and  re¬ 
formation  of  burners  ;  to  reclaim  them 
from  the  ways  of  folly  and  deftrubtion, 
to  the  wifdom  of  the  juft,  and  caufe  them 
to  walk  in  his  teftimonies.  Tho’  God  is 
omnipotent,  yet  he  feldom  or  never  works 
wholly  without  means.  He  did  not  even 
produce  the  world  by  an  immediate  ex¬ 
ertion,  or  abt  cf  his  own  power  ;  but  he 
“  created  all  things  by  Jefus  Chrift.”  a  And  a  EPh-3-9 
as  God  originally  created,  fo  he  ftill  go- 
verns  the  world  by  his  Son  ;  and  by  the  i.j.&ficb 
means  and  inftrumentality  of  other  beings, 
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SERM  and  fecondary  caufes.  And  amongft  thofe 
L  which  he  employs  for  the  convincing  and 
reclaiming  of  finners,  and  bringing  many 
fons  unto  glory,  fome  are  flated  and  na¬ 
tural,  others  extraordinary  and  miracu¬ 
lous.  It  is  chiefly  the  former,  viz.  the 
natural  and  flated  means,  and  very  feldoni 
the  latter,  or  miraculous  ones,  at  leaft  in 
this  age  of  the  world,  that  God  ufes  to 
this  end.  Saul,  afterwards  Paul  the  A- 
poftle,  and  fome  few  others  of  old,  feem 
indeed  to  have  been  preternaturally  flop¬ 
ped  in  their  wicked  courfes,  and  converted 
to  God  ;  that  perlecutor  of  the  faints  .ha¬ 
ving  been  at  once  ftruck  blind,  and  flruck 
to  the  earth,  in  his  journey  to  Damafcus, 
while  he  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  fay¬ 
ing  unto  him,  “  Saul,  Saul,  why  perfe- 
b  Afh  9.  “  cutefl  thou  me  r’’b  There  may  poflibly 
c‘  have  been  fome  examples,  even  in  thefe 
laft  ages,  of  a  fudden  and  extraordinary 
converflon,  not  very  diflimilar  to  this. 
However,  fuch  things  have  neither  been 
common  and  frequent  in  any  age,  even 
the  age  of  miracles,  nor  are  they  to  be 
expebied  in  this.  God  has  favoured  us 
with  a  plain,  flanding  revelation  of  his 
will,  long  flnce  fufliciently  confirmed  and 
eftablifhed  “  by  figns,  and  wonders,  and 
“  divers  miracles,  and  gifts  of  the  Holy 
“  Ghoft.”  Herein  both  his  mercy  and 
-  '  his 
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his  wrath  are  clearly  revealed  from  hea-  SERM 
ven  ;  the  former,  to  thoi'e  who  think  of  I. 
their  ways,  and  turn  their  feet  unto  his  J 
teffimonies  ;  the  latter,  “  againft  all  un- 
“  godlinefs  and  unrighteoulhefs  of  men.” 

And  to  this  revelation  God  juftly  experts, 
that. we  fhould  diligently  attend  ;  receiv¬ 
ing  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it, and  govern¬ 
ing  our  lives  and  actions  by  the  rules  of  it. 

For  this  grace  of  God  which  has  appear¬ 
ed  unto  us,  teaches  us  that,  “  denying 
*s  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  we 
*s  fhould  live  foberly,  righteoully  and 
godly  in  the  prefent  world.  ”  And 
this  we  are  indifpenfably  bound  to  do, 
even  tho’  nothing  very  fignal  or  re¬ 
markable  fhould  occur  in  the  courfe  of 
God’s  providence,  whether  in  the  way  of 
judgment  or  of  mercy,  to  put  us  upon 
thinking  on  our  ways,  and  turning  to 
him.  However,  there  are  olten  fuch 
difpenfations  of  providence  as  thefe  ;  cal¬ 
culated  in  the  nature  and  defign  of  them, 
to  rouze  and  awaken  the  minds  of  men 
to  that  ferious  and  religious  fenfe  of 
things,  which  becomes  them.  And  thefe 
events  of  providence,  tho’  perhaps  difre- 
garded  by  many,  will  yet,  by  the  bleffing 
of  God,  have  their  defigned  good  effeH 
upon  others  ;  caufmg  them  to  think  on 
their  ways,  to  make  hnfte,  and  not  delay 
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SERM  to  keep  his  commandments.  To  this  it 
I.  is  to  be  added,  that  God  is  almofl  con- 
* — tinually  flriving  with  us  by  his  holy  Spi¬ 
rit,  which  co-operates  with  his  word  and 
providences  to  awaken  Tinners,  and  lead 
them  to  repentance  :  Tho’,  alas  !  there 
are  many  befides  the  Ifraelites,  who  “  do 
“  always  refill  the  Holy  Ghofl  and 
grieve  and  quench  the  bleffed  Spirit  of 
God,  till  they  are  given  over  of  him  to  a 
reprobate  mind  ;  and  left  to  treafure  up 
unto  them  Tel  ves  wrath  againfl  the  day  of 
wrath,  and  the  revelation  of  his  righteous 
judgment  ;  who  will  finally  “  render  to 
“  every  man  according  to  his  deeds.  ” 
But  to  return:  Whatever  might  be  the 
particular  cafe  of  the  Pfalmifl,  to  which 
he  refers  in  the  text ;  and  whatever  were 
the  difpenfations  of  God’s  providence  to¬ 
wards  him  at  that  time  ;  flill  we  are  cer¬ 
tain  of  thefe  three  things  ;  That  he  “  tho’t 
“  on  his  ways ;  ”  That,  in  confequence 
hereof,  he  “  turned  his  feet  unto  God’s 
“  teflimonies  ;  ”  and,  That  he  did  this 
fpeedily  ;  or,  in  his  own  more  emphatical 
language,  That  he  “  made  hafle,  and  de- 
4‘  lay’d  not  to  keep  his  commandments.’’ 
And  as  every  one  underflands  well  e- 
nough  in  general,  what  is  intended  by 
turning  our  feet  unto  God’s  teflimonies, 
and  keeping  his  commandments,  I  fhall 

not 
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not  needlefly  fpend  time  in  explaining  SERM 
it :  But  I. 

My  defign  is,  in  the  firft  place,  to  re-  — - — J 
prefent  to  you  the  great,  yea,  infinite  im¬ 
portance  hereof,  by  feveral  confiderations. 

I  shall  then  fhow,  by  a  variety  of 
arguments,  the  vaft  importance  of  being 
fpeedy  in  this  bufinefs  ;  and  the  extreme 
folly  and  danger  of  delaying  it. 

The  reafonablenefs  of  thinking  on  our 
ways,  together  with  the  necefiity  and 
conducivenefs  hereof  to  a  reformation 
of  them,  will  be  fhown  in  the  third 
place.  And 

Lastly,  I  fhall  make  fome  applica¬ 
tion  of  this  fubject,  in  a  ferious,  recapitu¬ 
latory  addrefs  to  you  :  Nor  lhall  I  omit 
to  take  a  particular  notice  therein  of  the 
late  alarming  vifitations  of  divine  pro¬ 
vidence,  which  are  fo  peculiarly  adapted 
to  awaken  us  all  to  conlider  our  ways, 
and  to  amend  them  ;  and  which  have, 
accordingly,  led  my  thoughts  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  fubjebt.  And  I  fhall  endeavour,  by 
divine  afiiftance,  to  handle  the  fubje£t  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  render  it,  in  fome 
meafure,  profitable  both  to  wicked  men 
and  good  ;  to  thofe  who  have  hitherto 
lived  in  the  habitual  violation  of  God’s 
commandments,  fo  as  to  need  a  total 
change  of  heart  and  manners  ;  and  to 

thofe 
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SERM  tbofe  who,  although  they  may  have  long 
I-  been  the  true  fervants  of  the  Moft  High, 
yet  need  to  be  awakened  to  greater 
v/ at ci) fu kiefs  and  circumfpcction,  and 

more  diligence  in  working  the  work  of 
God.  & 

f  IRST,  I  am  to  reprefent  to  you  the 
great,  yea,  infinite  importance  which  it 
is  to  finners,  to  turn  their  feet  untoGod’s 
teltimonies,  and  to  keep  his  command¬ 
ments.  For  this  is  fo  far  from  being  a 
matter  oi  indifference,  of  little  or  no  con¬ 
ference  to  us,  that  there  is  hardly  any 
thing  elfe  which  claims  our  care  and  at¬ 
tention;  to  be  lure,  nothing  in  comparifon 
of  it.  Now  the  vaft  importance  hereof  is 
apparent  from  many  confiderations  ;  and 
more  particularly  from  the  four  following 
ones,  which  I  ihall  enlarge  upon  in  this, 

and  in  the  next  enfuing  dilcourfe.  It 
appears 

_  From  a  general  confideration  of 
God  s  power  and  greatnefs,  his  holinefs 
and  uni  verbal  dominion,  and  our  abfolute 
dependence  upon  him. 

adiy.  From  the  clear  and  pofitive  de¬ 
nunciations  of  his  wrath,  in  his  W'ord, 

againfl  all  impenitent,  irreclaimable  tranf- 
greffors. 

gdiy.  From  the  gj*eat  and  precious  pro- 
mifes  of  the  goipel,  made  to  thofe  who 

turn 
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turn  at  God’s  reproof,  and  keep  his  com-  SERM 
mandments.  I. 

4thiy.  From  a  confideration  of  that v-— * 
aftonifhing  method  which  God  has  pro¬ 
jected  for  our  falvation  from  the  dominion 
of  fin,  and  the  punifhment  due  to  it. 

These  things  which  I  have  mention¬ 
ed,  being  ferioufly  and  properly  attended 
to,  no  one  can  doubt  but  that  it  is  of 
infinite  importance  to  thofe  who  have 
tranfgreffed  the  laws  of  God, to  turn  their 
feet  unto  his  teftimonies,  and  to  walk  in 
his  commandments.  And  I  muft  juft  re¬ 
mind  you,  that  this  is  what  all  of  us  have 
done,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  ;  it  being 
certain,  that  both  jews  and  gentiles  are 
“  all  under  fin  and  the  whole  world 
become  “  guilty  before  God  Which 
could  not  be,  except  all  had  tranfgreffed 
his  laws  ;  for  “  fin  is  the  tranfgrelfion  of 
“  the  law.”  We  are  therefore  all  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  prefent  fubjeCt,  either  more 
or  lefs  ;  and  fhould  impartially  apply  it  to 
ourfelves,  according  to  truth  and  equity. 

Ist-  The  importance  of  turning  our  feet 
unto  God’s  teftimonies,  appears  from  a 
general  confideration  of  his  power  and 
greatnefs,  his  holinefs  and  univerfal  do¬ 
minion,  and  our  abfolute  dependence  up¬ 
on  him.  When  we  reflect  upon  thefe 

things. 
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SERM  things,  it  is  at  firft  vie\^  very  evident,  how 

I.  greatly  it  concerns  us  to  fecure  to  our- 
felves  the  good-will  and  patronage  of  our 
Maker,  by  obeying  his  commandments  ; 
and  what  a  terrible  hazard  we  run,  by 
perfifting  in  our  rebellion  againft  him,  and 
in  oppoiition  to  his  righteous  government. 
It  is  certainly  wife  in  men,  and  mult  fi¬ 
nally  turn  to  their  unfpeakable  advantage, 
to  pleafe  that  being,  who  is  infinite  in 
wifdom ;  to  fubmit  to  his  authority,  whofe 
kingdom  ruleth  over  all ;  to  refemble,  in 
their  own  tempers  and  manners,  him  who 
is  perfe&ly  holy,  juft  and  good  ;  to  en¬ 
gage  the  friendfhip  and  protection  of  him, 
who  is  all-powerful ;  and  in  fine,  to  adore, 
to  love  and  obey  him,  in  whom  all  thefe 
adoreable  qualities  and  perfections  are  li¬ 
nked.  And  if  it  is  wife  and  prudent  for 
men  to  do  thus  ;  then  it  certainly  becomes 
them,  whenever  they  have  done  otherwife 
in  any  degree,  and  neglefted  their  duty 
and  trueft  intereft,  to  be  heartily  forry  for 
it  ;  and  to  amend  their  ways.  Now  thus 
wife  for  themfelves,  are  all  they,  who, 
with  the  Pfalmift,  think  of  their  ways,  and 
return  toGod,  from  whom  they  have  gone 
aftray.  And  if  this  is  the  molt  wife  and 
prudent  courfe  for  finners  to  take ;  if,  do¬ 
ing  thus,  they  beft  confult  both  their  pre- 
fent  and  future  intereft  ;  how  foolifh  and 

mad, 
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mad,  on  the  contrary,  is  the  conduct  of  SERM 
thole,  and  how  certainly  are  they  deltroy-  I. 
ing  themfelves,  who  continue  in  their  op-  *— -v—* 
pofltion  to  infinite  wifdom  ;  and  their  re¬ 
bellion  againft  the  great  lord  and  fovereign 
of  the  univerfe  ?  they  who,  by  perfevering 
in  their  wicked  ways,  continue  to  be  as 
unlike  as  they  can  to  the  moll  perfect  and 
amiable  of  beings  ?  they  who  provoke  that 
infinite  power,  which  can  either  deprive 
them  of  exiftence  in  a  moment,  or  pre- 
ferve  them  initforever,  to  punilh  their  dis¬ 
obedience  and  temerity  ?  they  who  daily 
abufe,  affront  and  blafpheme  that  moll  a- 
doreable  being,  in  whole  hand  their  breath 
is,  and  whofe  are  all  their  ways  ?  How 
foolifh,  imprudent,  and  even  mad,  I  fay, 
are  fuch  perfons  ?  and  how  furely  do  they 
“  feek  death  in  the  error  of  their  life  ?” 

And  yet  thus  do  all  they,  w'ho  having 
departed  from  God’s  tcftimonies,  will  not 
turn  their  feet  to  them  again  ;  but  perfe- 
vere  in  violating  his  holy  commandments ; 
of  whom,  alas  !  there  are  fo  many  thro’- 
out  the  world  ;  and  even  in  that  part  of 
it  which  is  called  chriftian. 

This  condud  of  finners  muff,  one 
wou’d  think,  proceed  from  great  ignorance 
of  God  and  themfelves  ;  for  if  that  light 
of  divine  truth  which  fhines  around  them, 
did  adually  fhine  into  their  hearts,  fo  as 

to 
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SERM  to  give  them  the  knowledge  of  the  glory 
I.  and  majefty  of  God,  it  would  be  morally 
’ — irnpoftible  for  them  to  ad  fuch  a  part  to¬ 
wards  him.  No  man  who  has  a  juft  con¬ 
ception  of  the  greatnefs  and  glory  of  that 
being,  who  created  all  things,  and  upholds 
them  all  by  the  word  of  his  power ;  who 
is  both  the  righteous  lawgiver,  and  im¬ 
partial  judge  of  the  world,  equally  able  to 
fave  and  to  deftroy  ;  no  man  wdio  has  a 
juft  conception  of  almighty  God,  I  fay, 
and  who  thinks  foberly  of  himfelf  as  he 
ought  to  think,  being  duly  fenftble  of  his 
own  weaknefs,  littlenefs  and  dependent 
condition,  can  help  feeing  the  infinite  im¬ 
portance  which  it  is  to  him  to  forfake  his 
linful  courfes,  and  to  work  righteoufnefs  : 
No  one  can  help  feeing,  that  upon  doing 
fo,  his  whole  intereft  and  being  depend. 
It  were  certainly  better  for  us  never  to 
have  been  born,  or  even  now  to  be  redu¬ 
ced  to  nothing,  by  the  breath  which  gave 
us  being,  than,  by  continuing  to  rebel  a- 
gainft  the  moft  high  God,  to  remain  under 
his  difpleafure  ;  not  only  excluded  from 
.  a  (hare  in  his  loving-kindnefs,  which  is 
-  better  than  life  ;  but  alio  the  objects  of  his 
wrath,  which  is  worfe  than  death.  Who 
can,  on  one  hand,  fully  exprefs  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  thofe  who  love  and  ferve  God, 
and  are  beloved  of  him  ?  Who,  on  the  o- 

ther 
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ther  hand,  knoweth  the  power  of  his  an-  SERM 
ger ;  and  the  mifery  of  thole  who  continue  I. 
liable  to  the  terrible  effects  and  confequen- 
ces  of  it  ?  Reflet  a  little  upon  the  afto- 
nifhing  effects  of  God’s  power,  viffhle  in 
the  material  world  ;  “  look  unto  the  hea¬ 
vens,  and  fee,  and  behold  the  clouds 
which  are  higher  than  thou  contem¬ 
plate  the  great  works  of  God  in  the  earth 
beneath,  the  fea,  and  upon  the  dry  land  : 

And  when  you  have,  by  confidering  thele 
works  of  God,  attained  to  a  juft  concep¬ 
tion  of  his  greatnefs  and  majefty,  then 
doubt,  if  you  can,  whether  it  be  a  thing 
of  the  laft  importance  to  you  to  be  at 
peace  with  him  ;  to  have  him  for  your 
Iriend  and  proteftor  ?  whether  his  favour 
is  not  more  to  be  defired  than  life  r  and 
whether,  to  be  the  objedl  of  his  wrath,  is 
not  worfe  than  death  ?  And  if  this  is  a 
thing  of  any  conl'equence  to  you,  it  is  e- 
qually  fo,  whether  you  do,  or  do  not  turn 
to  God,  and  keep  his  commandments  : 

E^or  upon  this  it  depends,  whether  God, 
the  fovereign  ruler  and  potentate,  who 
doeth  his  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven, 
and  amongft  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth, 

(hall  be  your  friend  or  your  enemy.  We 
may  be  certain  from  the  mere  light  of  na¬ 
ture,  that  impious  and  unrighteous  men 
muft  be  the  objects  of  God's  difpleafure  ; 

and 


4|r 


' 

/  k. 


_ Ivl 

;.4  ] 


ihe  Importance  of 

SERM  and  that  it  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the 
I.  hands  of  him  that  liveth  forever,  as  the 
victims  of  his  anger  :  For  how  fhould  a 
man’s  heart  endure,  or  his  hands  be  ftrong, 
when  God  deals  with  him  in  righteous 
feverity  ;  and  gives  him  the  due  reward 
of  his  deeds !  But 

This  brings  me  to  the  fecond  thing 
mentioned,  in  order  to  fhow  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  turning  our  feet  unto  God’s 
teflimonies,  and  keeping  his  command¬ 
ments  ;  viz. 

2dly-  The  clear  and  pofitive  denuncia¬ 
tions  of  his  wrath,  in  his  word,  againft 
all  impenitent,  irreclaimable  tranfgreffors. 
Tho  it  is  at  lead  probable  from  the  light 
of  nature,  that  we  lhall  exift  in  a  future 
Rate  ;  and  altho  it  is  a  dictate  of  reafon 
and  natural  confcience,  that  if  we  actually 
exift  thus  hereafter,  vicious,  ungodly  men 
lhall  undergo  fome  ftrange  punifhment,  as 
inflicted  by  the  righteous  Lord  and  Gover¬ 
nor  of  the  univerfe  ;  yet  men  in  general 
being  flow  at  reafoning,  and  fo  much  at¬ 
tached  to  this  world,  that  they  will  fcarce 
give  themfelves  time  to  think  ferioufly  of 
another,  or  to  confider  what  muft  in  all 
probability  be  the  confequence,  as  it  is 
the  juft  demerit, of  a  wicked  life  ;  God  has 
therefore  fent  his  prophets  and  apoftles, 
and  even  his  own  Son,  to  admonifli  and 

warn 
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warn  us ;  to  call  us  to  repentance,  and  to  SERM 
denounce  his  wrath  and  righteous  ven-  I. 
geance  againft  bold,prefumptuous  linnets. ' — "v — J 
By  them  his  wrath  is  now  molt  clearly  re¬ 
vealed  from  heaven  againft  all  ungodlinefs 
and  unrighteoufnefs  of  men  ;  and  it  is  de¬ 
nounced  equally,  both  againft  them  that 
“  hold  the  truth  in  unrighteoufnefs,”  and 
them  that  do  not  hold  the  truth  at  all,  but 
hate  and  reject  it,  “  left  their  deeds  which 
“  are  evil  fhould  be  reproved.”  And  this 
wrath  of  God  is  revealed  in  fuch  terms  as 
no  linner  that  hears  them,  can  either  ealily 
miftake  the  fenfe  of,  or  avoid  trembling 
at  ;  unlefs  he  is  more  hardened  and  aban¬ 
doned  than  even  Felix  was,  when  St. Paul 
“  reafoned  of  righteoufnefs,  temperance 
“  and  judgment  to  come.  ” 

I  have  no  fondnefsfor  uling  harlh,and 
very  terrifying  language  in  preaching ;  and 
could  heartily  wifti  there  was  never  any 
occalion  for  it.  But  it  is  manifeft  from 
the  holy  fcriptures,  and  indeed  from  our 
own.  experience  and  obfervation,  that 
fome  linners  are  fo  in  love  with  their  lulls 
and  vices,  as  to  need  fuch  language  in  or¬ 
der  to  their  being  reclaimed  from  them. 

Yea,  experience  Ihows,  that  even  all  the 
terrible  menaces  in  God’s  tvord  are  in- 
fufEcient  to  produce  a  reformation  in  fome 
hardened,  and  bold  tranfgreflors ;  yea,  I 
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SERM  may  add,  they  are  fo  far  from  working  any 
I.  thoroand  lading  amendment  in  them, that 
they  hardly  awaken  them  to  any  degree  of 
ferious  tho’tfulnefs  concerning  their  latter 
end.  This  being  the  cafe,  I  imagine 
there  is  not  only  no  impropriety,  but 
an  evident  expediency,  and  even  necefEty, 
in  a  difcourfe  upon  this  fubjecf,  of  plainly 
laying  before  men  the  threatnings  of  God 
in  his  word,  againd  thofe  who  perfevere 
in  their  wicked  courfes  ;  which,  by  his 
bleffing,  may  prove  lalvation  to  their 
fouls  :  But  whether  they  will  hear,  or 
whether  they  will  forbear,  the  miniders 
of  religion  are  required,  in  order  to  the 
delivering  their  own  fouls,  and  being  clear 
from  the  blood  of  all  men,  to  give  them 
warning  as  from  God  :  that  fo  their  guilt 
may  be  all  their  own,  and  their  dedrudtion 
of  themfelves,  if  they  perdd  in  their  un¬ 
godly  deeds.  What  God  fays  to  the  pro- 
c  chap. 3.  phet  Ezekiel, c  is  applicable  in  fome  mea- 
vcr.  i7,  lure  to  every  man,  who  is  by  office  a 
18,  19.  preacher  of  righteoufnefs  :  “  Son  of  man, 
“  I  have  made  thee  a  watchman  unto  the 
“  houfe  of  Ifrael :  therefore  hear  the  word 
“  at  my  mouth,  and  give  them  warning 
“  from  me.  When  I  fay  unto  the  wicked, 
“  Thou  ffialt  barely  die  ;  and  thou  giveft 
“  him  not  warning ;  nor  fpeaked  to  warn 
“  the  wicked  from  his  wicked  way  to  fave 
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his  life,  the  fame  wicked  man  lhall  die  in  SERM 
his  iniquity;  but  his  blood  will  I  require  I. 
at  thine  hand.  Yet  if  thou  warn  the 
“  wicked,  and  he  turn  not  from  his  wick¬ 
ed  way, he 'lhall  die  in  his  iniquity;  but 
thou  haft  delivered  thy  loul.  ”  You 
muft  therefore  fuller  me  plainly  to  reprefent 
to  you  the  threatnings,  whichGod  has  de¬ 
nounced  againft  fuch  as  difregard  his  tef- 
timonies,  and  violate  his  commandments. 

This  I  lhall  do  in  the  very  language  of 
fcripture  :  for  I  do  not  think  it  proper 
to  indulge  to  my  own  imagination,  or 
even  to  ufe  my  own  words,  upon  fo 
folemn  and  tremendous  a  fubjecft. 

In  the  fcriptures  of  the  old  teftament 
we  find  fuch  declarations  and  threatnings 
as  thefe.  In  the  27th  chapter  of  the  book 
of  Deuteronomy,  after  a  curfe  has  been 
particularly  denounced  againft  feveral 
forts  of  linnets,  there  is  a  general  one  de¬ 
nounced  againft  all  the  tranfgreflbrs  of  the 
law  in  common,  in  the  following  terms : 

“  Curfed d  is  he  that  confirmeth  not  all  the 
“  words  of  this  law  to  do  them :  and  all  the 
people  lhall  fay,  Amen.”  It  is  faid  Pfalm 
1  Ith  That  “  the  Lord  is  in  his  holy  tem¬ 
ple,  the  Lord’s  throne  is  in  heaven  ;  his 

C  2  “  eyes 
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^  The  apoflle  Paul  gives  us  the  fenfe  of  this  maledhftion, 
Gal.  3.  io.  in  the  following  words,  —  “  It  is  written, 
“  Curfed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things 
(  c  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them.” 
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“  eyes  behold,  his  eylids  try  the  children 
“  of  men.  The  Lord  trieth  the  righteous ; 
“  but  the  wicked,  and  him  that  loveth 
violence,  his  foul  hateth.  Upon  the 
wicked  he  fhall  rain  fnares,  fire  and 
“  brimftone,  and  an  horrible  tempeft  :  this 
“  fhall  be  the  portion  of  their  cup.”  It  is 
faid  in  the  book  of  Job,  chap.  20th.  That 
“  the  triumphing  of  the  wicked  is  fhort, 
“  and  the  joy  of  the  hypocrite  but  for  a 
”  moment.  Though  his  excellency  mount 
up  to  the  heavens,  and  his  head  reach 
unto  the  clouds  ;  yet  he  fhall  perhh  for¬ 
ever,  like  his  own  dung”' — •“  God  fhall 
call  the  fury  of  his  wrath  upon  him, 
and  fhall  rain  it  upon  him” — “  The  hea¬ 
ven  fhall  reveal  his  iniquity,  and  the 
earth  fhall  rife  up  againft  him”* — “  This 
is  the  portion  of  a  wicked  man  from 
God,  and  the  heritage  appointed  to  him 
by  God.”  It  is  faid  in  the  12th  chapter 
of  the  prophecy  of  Daniel,  That  “  many 
“  of  them  that  fleep  in  the  duft  of  the  earth 
“  fhall  awake,  fome  to  everlafting  life,  and 
“  fome  to  fhame,  and  everlafting  con- 
“  tempt.”  It  is  faid  in  the  prophecy  of 
Malachi,  “  Then  fhall  ye  return,  and  dif- 
“  cern  between  the  righteous  and  the 
“  wicked  ;  between  him  that  ferveth  God, 
“  and  him  that  ferveth  him  not.  For  be- 
“  hold  the  day  cometh  that  fhall  burn  as 


cc 


(( 


£C 


ic 


c  c 


a 


u 


u 


C6 


ti 


u 


an 


turning  to  GOD.  2r 

“  an  oven,  and  all  the  proud,  yea,  and  all  SERM 
“  that  do  wickedly  lhall  be  Hubble  ;  and  I. 

“  the  day  that  cometh  lhall  burn  them  up,  ' — v~-J 
“  faith  the  Lord  of  holts,  that  it  lhall  leave 
“  them  neither  root  nor  branch.”  And  be- 
caufe  wicked  men  are  apt  to  flatter  them- 
f elves  with  the  hopes  of  impunity,  even 
while  they  hear  the  curfe  of  God  denoun¬ 
ced  againft  them,  therefore  it  is  faid,  Deute¬ 
ronomy  29th  chap. — “  Lefttherebe  among 
“  you  a  root  that  beareth  gall  and  worm- 
“  wood  ;  and  it  come  to  pafs,  when  he 
“  heareth  the  words  of  this  curfe,  that  he 
“  blefs  himfelf  in  his  heart,  faying,  I  lhall 
“  have  peace,  tho  I  walk  in  the  imagina- 
“  tlon  of  mine  heart,  to  add  drunkennefs 
“  to  third;  :  the  Lord  will  not  fpare  him, 

“  but  then  the  anger  of  the  Lord,  and  his 
“  jealoufy  lhall  frnoke  againft  that  man, 

“  and  all  the  curfes  that  are  written  in  this 
“  book  lhall  lie  upon  him,  and  the  Lord 
“  lhall  blot  out  his  name  from  under  hea- 
“  ven :  and  the  Lord  lhall  feparate  him 
“  unto  evil.”  Agreeably  hereto,  it  is  faid 
in  the  perfon  of  wifdom,  Proverbs  chap. 

Ist-  “  How  long,  ye  limple  ones,  will  ye 
“  love  fimplicity  ?  and  the  (corners  delight 
“  in  fcorning,  and  fools  hate  knowledge .? 

“  Turn  you  at  my  repoof” — “  Becaufe  I 
“  have  called,  and  ye  refufed  ;  I  have 
"  Itretched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man  re- 

C  3  “  garded  ; 
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SERM  “  garded  ;  but  ye  have  fet  at  nought  all 
I.  “  my  counfel,  and  would  none  of  my  re- 
“  proof  :  I  alfo  will  laugh  at  your  cala- 
“  mity,  I  will  mock  when  your  fear  com- 
“  eth  ;  when  your  fear  cometh  as  defola- 
“  tion,  and  your  deflru<ffion  cometh  as  a 
“  whirlwind  ;  when  diffrefs  and  anguifh 
<£  cometh  upon  you.  Then  fhall  they  call 
“  upon  me,  but  I  will  not  anfwer  ;  they 
“  fhall  feek  me  early, but  they  fhall  not  find 
“  me ;  for  that  they  hated  knowledge,  and 
“  did  not  choofe  the  fear  of  the  Lord.” 
Now  when  wifdom  crieth  thus  without, 
and  utters  her  voice  in  this  manner, by  way 
of  warning  to  linnets,  it  is,  I  fuppofe,  the 
fame  thing  in  effect  as  if  God  himfelf  had 
fpoken  to  them  in  the  like  language  ; 
which  is, indeed, very  folemn  and  terrifying. 

But  let  us,  from  the  old,  proceed  to 
the  fcriptures  of  the  new  teffament,  and 
fee  what  is  faid  therein  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  ;  I  mean, by  way  of  threatning  againfl 
the  impenitent  tranfgrelTors  of  God’s  com¬ 
mandments  and  teflimonies.  Our  blefTed 
Saviour  in  his  explanation  of  the  parable 
of  the  tares,  Matthew  i3lll>  fays,- — “  The 
“  harvefl  is  the  end  of  the  world  ;  and  the 
“  reapers  are  the  angels.  As  therefore  the 
“  tares  are  gathered,  and  burnt  in  the  fire ; 

“  fo  fhall  it  be  in  the  end  of  this  world. 

“  The  Son  of  man  fhall  fend  forth  his  an- 

“  gels, 
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“  gels,  and  they  lliall  gather  out  of  his  SERM 
*l  kingdom  all  things  that  offend,  and  them  I* 

“  which  do  iniquity  ;  and  fliall  caft  them 
“  into  a  furnace  of  fire  :  there  fhall  be 
“  wailing  and  gnaffiing  of  teeth.”  In  the 
25th  chapter  of  the  fame  gofpel  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew,  where  the  proceedings  of  the  laft 
day  are  more  largely  and  particularly  re- 
prefented  to  us  than  any  where  elfe,  our 
Lord  has  declared, that  when  he  is  feated 
upon  the  throne  of  his  glory,  and  all  na¬ 
tions  are  gathered  before  him,  he  will  fay 
to  the  wicked  on  his  left  hand,  “  Depart 
“  from  me,  ye  curfed,  into  everlafting  fire, 

“  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels 
and  that, in  confequence  of  this  moft  awful 
but  righteous  fentence,  “  thefe  fhall  go  a- 
“  way  into  everlafting  punifhment.”  It  is 
faid  in  the  A<5ls  of  the  Apoftles,  chap.  17. 

That  God  “  now  commandeth  all  men 
“  every  where  -to  repent ;  becaufe  he  hath 
“  appointed  a  day  in  the  which  he  will 
!C  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs,  by  that 
“  man  whom  he  hath  ordained.”  And 
Romans  2d-  it  is  faid,  that  God  “  will 
render  to  every  man  according  to  his 
deeds — “  unto  them  that  are  conten¬ 
tious,  and  do  not  obey  the  truth,  but 
obey  unrighteoufnefs,  indignation  and 
wrath  ;  tribulation  and  anguifh  upon 
every  foul  of  man  that  -doeth  evil,  of  the 

C  4  ,  “  Jew 
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SERM  “  Jew  fir  ft,  and  alfo  of  the  Gentile”--“For 
I.  “  there  is  no  refpedt  of  perfons  with  God.” 
It  is  declared  in  the  fecond  epiftle  to  the 
Theftalonians,  chap.  i«,That  “  the  Lord 
“  Jelus  fhall  be  revealed  from  heaven  with 
sc  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  tak- 
“  ing  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not 
God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of 
c<  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  :  who  fhall  be 
“  punilhed  with  everlafting  deftru6tion 
<c  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  a-nd  from 
“  the  glory  of  his  power.”  And  in  the 
14th  chapter  of  the  revelation  of  St.  John, 
it  is  faid  of  the  wicked,  that  “  the  fame 
££  fhall  drink  of  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of 
£<  God,  which  is  poured  out  without  mix- 
“  ture,  into  the  cup  of  his  indignation  ; 

“  and  he  fhall  be  tormented  with  fire  and 
“  brimftone,  in  the  prefence  of  the  holy 
££  angels,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  lamb  : 

“  and  the  ftnoke  of  their  torment  afcen- 
££  deth  up  for  ever  and  ever  ;  and  they 
£<  have  no  reft  day  nor  night.”- — -Such  are 
the  exprefs,  politive  declarations  found  in 
the  new  teftament  refpecting  the  future 
perdition  of  ungodly  men  ;  of  all  fuch  as 
will  not  think  of  their  ways  in  time,  and 
turn  their  feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies. 

And  it  will  be  proper  to  remind  you 
here,  that  left  the  profeftors  of  chriftiauitv 
fhould  flatter  themfelves  that  thefe  and 

fuch- 
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jfuch-like  threatnings  in  the  word  of  God,  SERM 
are  denounced  only  againft  the  unbeliev-  I. 
ing, heathen  world  ;  againft  thofe  who  ei-  v--v-— * 
ther  never  heard  of  the  Gofpel,  or  having 
heard  of  it, openly  and  profeffedly  reject  it; 
our  Lord  has  admonifhed  us,  that  they  be¬ 
long  equally  to  wicked  believers,  with 
unbelievers,  even  tho  they  make  high  pre¬ 
tentions  to  religion,  and  of  love  and  re¬ 
flect  to  him,  “  eating  and  drinking  in  his 
prefence.”  For  he  has  affured  us,  that 
he  will  hereafter  fay  to  all  fuch  hypocriti¬ 
cal  profeffors  of  his  name  and  religion, 

“  Depart  from  me,  I  know  you  not  whence 
“you  are,  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity.”  Yea 
farther,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  tho  the 
gofpel  is  fo  emphatically  a  difpenfation  of 
grace  and  mercy  to  tinners,  yet  it  is  plain¬ 
ly  declared  therein,  that  they  who  con¬ 
tinue  in  their  tins  and  difobedience,  while 
the)'’  know  the  truth,  and  their  duty,  fhall 
receive  a  far  heavier  doom  hereafter,  than 
either  wicked  pagans,  or  wicked  men  un¬ 
der  the  legal  dilpenfation.  There  is  a 
paffage  full  to  the  firft  of  tbefe  points  in 
the  gofpel  of  St.  Matthew  : e  “  Then  be-  *  ^hap. 

“  gan  he  to  upbraid  the  cities  wherein  20 
“  molt  of  his  mighty  works  were  done, 

“  becaufe  they  repented  not.  Wo  unto 
“  tliee,Chorazin,  wo  unto  thee,  Bethfaida; 

“  for  if  the  mighty  works  which  were 

“  done 


SERM  u  done  in  you,  had  been  done  in  Tyre 
I.  “  and  Sidon,  they  would  have  repented 
“  long  ago  in  lackcloth  and  alhes.  But  I 
“  fay  unto  you,  It  lhall  be  more  tolerable 
’4  for  Tyre  and  Sidon  at  the  day  of  judge- 
“  ment,  than  for  you.  And  thou,  Ca- 
“  pernaum,  which  art  exalted  unto  hea- 
“  ven,  fhalt  be  brought  down  to  hell :  for 
“  if  the  mighty  works  which  have  been 
“  done  in  you,  had  been  done  in  Sodom, 
“  it  would  have  remained  unto  this  day. 
“  But  it  lhall  be  more  tolerable  for  the 
“  land  of  Sodom,  in  the  day  of  judgment, 
“  than  for  you.”  The  words  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour  elfewhere,  are  much  to  the  fame 
purpofe  ;  only  of  more  general  and  uni- 
verlal  extent  :  “  And  that  fervant  which 
“  knew  his  lord’s  will,  and  prepared  not 
“  himfelf,  neither  did  according  to  his 
“  will,  lhall  be  beaten  with  many  ftripes. 
“  But  he  that  knew  not,  and  did  commit 
“  things  worthy  of  ftripes,  lhall  be  beaten 
“  with  few  ftripes  :  For  unto  whomfoe- 
“  ver  much  is  given,  of  him  lhall  be  much 
“  required  :  and  to  whom  men  have  com- 
“  mitted  much,  of  him  they  will  alk  the 
f  Luke  “  more.” f  And  thefe  words  of  our  Saviour 
xii.  47,  fuggeft  to  us  one,  tho  not  the  only,  ground 
and  reafon,  why  wicked  and  incorrigible 
men,  living  under  the  gofpel  difpenfation, 
lhall  incur  a  forer  punishment  hereafter, 

than 
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than  fuch  men  under  the  law  of  Mofes  ;  SERM 
the  former  being  a  clearer  and  more  perfect  I* 
difcovery  and  revelation  of  God’s  will, 
than  the  latter,  as  it  was  made  by  a  far 
more  glorious  perfonage,  the  Son  of  God 
in  our  nature.  And  to  this  purpofe  are 
the  following  paffages  of  fcripture  :  “  If 
we  fin  wilfully  after  we  have  received 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  there  re- 
“  maineth  no  more  facrifice  tor  fins  ;  but 
<c  a  certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment, 

“  and  fiery  indignation  to  devour  the  ad- 
“  verfaries.  He  that  defpifed  Mofes  law, 

“  died  without  mercy,  under  two  or  three 
“  witneffes  :  Of  how  much  forer  punifh- 
ment,  fuppofe  ye,  fhall  he  be  thought 
worthy,  who  hath  trodden  under  foot 
“  the  Son  of  God  ? — For  ye  know  him 
“  that  hath  faid, Vengeance  belongeth  un- 
“  to  me,  I  will  recom  pence, faith  theLord.6” 

And  again :  “  See  that  ye  refufe  not  him 
“  that fpeaketh  :  For  if  they  efcaped  not, 

“  wrho  refnfed  him  that  fpake  on  earth,  ” 

[  viz.  Mofes  J  “  much  more  fhall  not  we 
“  efcape,  if  we  turn  aw!ay  from  him  that 
“  fpeaketh  from  heaven  h  ”  :  i.  e.  Jefus  hc!iaP>12 
Chrifl.  For  it  is  by  his  Son  that,  in  thefe  ver'  ~5' 
laft  days,  .God  fpeaks  to  the  World '.  1  vid-ch- 
There  is  a  paffage  much  to  this  fame  ef-  “ 
feel,  nearer  the  beginning  of  the  fame  e- 
piftle  ;  and  which  minht  therefore  have 

been 
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SERM  been  mentioned  before  :  “  If  the  word 
L  “  fpoken  by  angels  ”  [  it  being  probable 
tnat  angels  miniftred  at  the  promulgation 
oi  the  law  at  Sinai  ]  “  was  ftedfaft,  and 
every  tranlgreliion  and  difobedience  re- 
“  ceiveda  juftrecompenceof  reward,  how 
€:  fball  we  efcape  if  we  neglect  fo  great 
falvation,  which  at  the  fir  ft  began  to  be 
fpoken  by  the  Lord  ;  and  was  confirm¬ 
ed  unto  us  by  them  that  heard  him ;  God 
alfo  bearing  them  witnefs,”  &c. 
Certainly  they  who  duly  confider 
thefe,and  fuch-like  palfages  of  holy  fcrip- 
ture,  cannot  encourage  and  harden  them- 
felves  in  the  tranfgreflion  of,  or  in  difobe¬ 
dience  to, the  commandments  of  Chrift,by 
reflecting  upon  the  grace  revealed  in  the 
gofpel  ;  or  from  an  imagination  that  any 
faith  in  Chrift,  or  dependence  upon  his 
righteoufnefs,  which  is  confident  with 
habitual  finning  againft  him,  will  ikreen 
them  from  his  juft  indignation,  when  the 
great  day  of  his  wrath  fhall  come.  In  that 
day  none  will  be  able  to  hand,  excepting 
thofe  who,  having  believed  in  God  thro 
him,  have  turned  their  feet  unto  his  tefti- 
monies,  and  been  “  careful  to  maintain 
“  good  works.”  Without  this,  our  faith 
will  not  profit  us  in  the  day  of  wrath,  any 
more  than  our  riches  :  yea,  it  will  ferve  to 
aggravate  our  guilt  and  mifery,far  beyond 
that  of  vicious  Jews  and  Pagans.  I 
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1  have  now  done  with  the  two  former  SERM 
of  the  particulars  mentioned  under  this  I. 
firft  general  head  of  difcourfe ;  which  was,  v-— v— 
to  reprefent  to  you  the  infinite  importance 
of  turning  your  feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies, 
and  keeping  his  commandments.  This  ap¬ 
pears,  you  fee,  in  fome  meafure,  only  from 
a  general  confideration  of  his  greatnefs 
and  majefly,  his  power,  juftice,  and  uni- 
verfal  dominion.  But  the  importance  here¬ 
of  appears  ftill  more  clearly  and  evidently, 
from  a  confideration  of  the  awful  threat- 
nings  in  his  word,  fo  plainly  denounced 
againft  all  the  impenitent  workers  of  ini¬ 
quity. 

Referring  the  two  other  heads  of 
argument  mentioned  above  to  my  next 
difcourfe,  I  /hall  conclude  the  prefent  by 
befeeching  all  who  hear  me,  ferioufly  and 
impartially  to  weigh  what  has  now  been 
offered  to  their  confideration  ;  and  then 
to  a£l  according  to  the  dilates  of  their 
own  reafon  and  confidences,  and  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  they  are  perfwaded  will,  in 
the  end, conduce  moft  to  their  own  good. 

And  if  people  would  but  do  thus,  I  am 
morally  certain  that  not  one  foul  would  be 
loft, or  finally  perifh.  For  no  man,  furely, 
would  then  perfift  in  his  rebellion  againft 
God,  and  the  known,  wilful  violation  of 
his  holy  and  juft  commandments.  Every 

man 
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SERM  rnan  who  thinks  calmly,  muft  know  that 
I.  he  cannot  poflibly  find  his  account  in  a<ft- 

' — v — f  ing  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  all-wife 
and  powerful,  juft  and  good  governor  of 
the  world,  upon  whofe  pleafure  he  abfo- 
lutely  depends  for  happinefs,  for  life,  breath 
and  all  things,  both  now  and  forever.  E- 
very  finner  muft  be  fenfible,  that  it  is  of 
infinite  importance  to  him  to  efcape  the 
deferved  wrath,  and  to  obtain  the  favour, 
of  this  thrice  glorious  Being  ;  which  can 
be  done  only  by  amending  his  ways, or  re¬ 
turning  to  him  in  the  exercife  of  unfeign¬ 
ed  repentance,  and  by  a  new  life.  This, 
every  man  that  thinks  muft  be  fenfible,  is 
a  matter  of  the  laft  concernment  to  him, 
even  tho  the  holy  fcriptures  had  not  con¬ 
tained  a  fingle  word,  exprefly,  concerning 
the  future  punifhment,  and  final  perdition 
of  ungodly  men.  But  with  how  much 
greater  clearnefs,  and  ftrength  of  evidence 
does  this  appear,  when  we  refledl  upon 
thofe  pofitive,  repeated,  and  molt  folemn 
declarations  of  God’s  word,  refpecfing  this 
point,  fome  of  which  have  been  produced 
above  l — Such  threatnings  as  no  one  can 
hear,  believing  them  really  to  come  from 
God,  the  great  Creator  and  righteous  Lord 
of  all,  without  being  feized  with  inward 
horror  and  trembling  ;  unlefs  he  is  either 
quite  abandoned,  and  given  over  to  a  re¬ 
probate 
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probate  mind,  or  elfe  is  one  of  thofe  good  SERM 
men,  in  whom  love,  being  made  perfect,  I. 
has  “  call  out  lear,”  and  inspired  him  with  'v— J 
a  holy  chnfidence  in  his  Maker’s  friend- 
Ihip,  thro  the  great  Redeemer  of  the 
world.  For  it  is  only  when  we  are  julti- 
fied  by  grace  thro  the  redemption  that  is 
in  Chrilt,  that  we  are  at  peace  with  God  ; 
and  only  when  we  know  this  to  be  our 
happy  condition,  by  the  witnefs  and  fruits 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  one  of  the  principal  of 
which  is  love,  that  we  can  reafonably 
“  allure  our  hearts  before  him/’ 
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SERMON  IT. 


X 


Of  the  great  Importance  of  Sinners 
turning  their  Feet  unto  G  O  D’s 
Teitimonies. 

GxQxQxQx QxOxOx^OxhxO^OxQxQ 

PSALM  CXIX.  59,  6o. 

I  THOUGHT  on  my  ways ,  and  turned 
my  feet  unto  thy  tejlimonies  : 

I  MADE  hafe ,  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy 
commandments. 


SERM  T  I  'HE  firll  thing  propofed  in  handling 
jj  X  this  fubject,  was,  To  reprefent  to 
v.-r—.  i  you  the  great,  yea,  infinite  importance 
which  it  is  to  Tinners,  to  turn  their  feet 
unto  God’s  teitimonies,  and  to  keep  his 
commandments.  And  this  has  already 
been  done  in  part  ; 

Ist*  From  a  general  confideration  of 
God’s  power  and  greatnefs,  his  holinefs 
and  univerfal  dominion,  and  our  abfolute 
dependence  upon  him.  And 

2ily *  From  the  clear  and  pofitive  denun¬ 
ciations  of  his  wrath,  in  his  word,  againft 
all  impenitent,  irreclaimable  tranfgreflbrs. 

r  Two 
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Two  other  heads  of  argument  to  fhow  SERM 
the  importance  hereof,  were  mentioned,  H* 
but  not  infifted  on,  in  the  foregoing  dif- 
courfe.  Thefe  are,  by  God’s  leave  and 
affiftance,  to  be  dilated  upon  at  this  time. 

To  proceed  with  the  fubjebt,  therefore, 
the  vaft  importance  of  this  appears, 

3d17  From  the  great  and  precious  pro- 
mifes  of  the  gofpel,  made  to  thofe  who 
turn  at  God’s  repoof,  and  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments. 

In  eftimating  the  importance  of  doing 
any  particular  thing  to  us,  it  is  proper  we 
fhould,  on  one  hand,  confider  what  evil 
and  mifchief  will  attend  the  negleft,  and, 
on  the  other,  what  good  will  refult  from 
the  performance  of  it.  And,  what  un- 
fpeakable,  irreparable  damage  will  accrue 
to  us  from  neglecting  to  turn  our  feet  un¬ 
to  God’s  teftimonies,  or  perfevering  in  our 
rebellion  againlt  him,  has  accordingly  been 
ihown  already,  from  the  clear  and  awful 
threatnings  of  his  word,  which  will  molt 
certainly  be  verified  in  the  utter  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  wicked.  And,  what  great  and 
unipeakable  good  will  refult  to  us  by  for- 
faking  our  fins,  and  keeping  God’s  com¬ 
mandments,  is  now  to  be  fhown  from  his 
molt  gracious  promifes.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
dictate  of  natural  reafon,  independent  of 
revelation,  I  will  not  fay,  that  penitent 

D  and 
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SERM  and  reformed  tranfgreffors  dial!  receive  a 
II-  full  rem  III  on  oi  fins,  and  eternal  life  and 
happinefs  ;  but  that  they  fhall  be  more 
favourably  dealt  with  by  the  equal,  and 
all-righteous  Sovereign  of  the  univerfe, 
than  they  who  obdinately  perfevere  in 
their  wicked  courfes  till  death.  The  light 
of  nature,  it  muff  be  confeffed,  leaves  us 
very  much  in  the  dark  as  to  another  date ; 
and  how  it  fhall  fare  with  tliofe,  who  ha- 
ving  been  vicious,  are  reclaimed  to  the 
path  of  virtue  before  they  leave  the  pre¬ 
lent.  And  altho  it  may  be  probable,  up¬ 
on  the  footing  of  mere  nature  and  reafon, 
that  God  will  not  be  “  drift  to  mark  ini- 
“  quity  ”  againd  fucli  perfons  >  but  that 
they  fhall  be  in  fome  degree  happy  here¬ 
after,  yet  this  is  put  beyond  all  reasonable 
ground  of  doubt,  only  by  the  exprefs  de¬ 
clarations  and  promifes  of  God  in  his 
word,  or  by  immediate  revelation  from 
him.  The  holy  fcriptures  contain  the 
mod  ample  affurances  of  his  grace  and 
good-will,  and  of  his  kind  intentions  to 
penitent  dnners  ;  clearly  fhowing  us  what 
great  and  unfpeakable  gainers  we  fhall  be, 
if  after  we  have  foolifhly  departed  from  the 
living  God, we  turn  our  feet  unto  his  tedi- 
monies,  and  walk  in  his  commandments. 

-  The  benefits  and  bleffed  privileges 
which  God,  in  his  unutterable  love,  has 
*  •  been 
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been  pleafed  to  promife  to  thofe  who  fin-  SERM 
cerely  repent  of  their  fins,  and  return  to  hi. 
him,  are  chiefly  thele  :  The  free  and  in¬ 
tire  remifllon  of  their  fins  :  The  fpecial 
care,  guardianfhip  and  guidance  of  his 
providence  in  this  world  ;  and  eternal  life 
and  glory  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Thefe 
are  the  advantages  which  we  fhall  obtain, 
by  turning  our  feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies, 
and  keeping  his  commandments;  that  we 
fhall  obtain,  I  mean,  thro  the  riches  of  his 
grace  in  Jefus  Chrifl:,  the  great  Mediator 
betwixt  God  and  finful  men,  not  indepen- 
dently  of  him.  For  it  is  only  thro  him, 
and  for  his  fake,  that  God  difpences  par¬ 
don  and  eternal  happinefs  to  finncrs.  The 
wages,  and  proper  demerit  of  fin  is  death  ; 
but  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  and  eternal  life 
is  the  free  “  gift  of  God  thro  Jefus  Chrifl: 

“  our  Lord  V’ 

Let  me  refrefh  your  memory,  and  ex¬ 
cite  you  to  your  duty,  by  pointing  out  to 
you  more  particularly,  fome  of  thefe  gra¬ 
cious  promifes,  of  which  I  am  fpeaking. 

Now  the  holy  fcriptures  abound  with 
offers  of  pardon,  or  the  forgivenefs  of  fins, 
to  thofe  who  ceafe  to  do  evil,  and  learn 
to  do  well.  God  has  all  along,  even  ve¬ 
ry  foon  after  the  apoftacy  of  our  firft  pa¬ 
rents,  and  under  the  legal  difpenfation,  re¬ 
vealed  himfelf  propitious  to  finful  men. 
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7  he  Importance  of 

SERM  The  fame  mount  Sinai,  from  which  his 
U-  holy  law  had  been  proclaimed  in  Inch 
majefty  and  terror,  law  him  foon  after 
palling  by,  and  proclaiming  his  name, 
The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and 
gracious,  long-fuffering,  and  abundant 
in  goodnefs  and  truth,  keeping  mercy 
for  thoufands,  forgiving  iniquity  and 
tranfgreffion  and  fin.b  ” — His  word  af- 
fures  us  that  he  is  more  ready  to  pardon 
burners  who  repent,  and  return  to  him 
with  their  whole  heart,  than  they  are  to 
alk  forgivenels  of  him,  or  than  he  is  to 
punifli  thofe  who  have  long  deferved  his 
difpleafure.  And  hence  it  is,  that  he  fo 
compallionately  invites  and  perfuades  us 
to  return  to  him.  ;  for  he  gains  nothing  by 
our  doing  fo,  except  it  be  an  opportunity 
to  fhow  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace 
to  thofe,  whom  the  1  word  of  his  juft  ice 
might  have  cut  off,  and  utterly  deftroyed. 

Let  me  particularly  remind  you  of  a 
few  of  thefe  his  merciful  offers  of  pardon 
to  thofe  who  repent, and  turn  their  feet  un¬ 
to  his  teftimonies.  Thus  in  the  prophecy 
of  Ezekiel,  chap.XVIII. — '“If  the  wicked 
“  will  turn  from  all  his  fins  that  he  hath 
“  committed,  and  keep  all  my  fiatutes, 
and  do  that  which  is  lawful  and  right, 
he  lhall  furely  live,  he  fhall  not  die. 
“  All  his  tranfgrefftons  that  he  hath  com- 
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mitted,  they  fhail  not  be  mentioned  un-  SERM 
to  him  :  in  his  righteoufnefs  that  he  hath  H. 
done,  he  fhail  live.  Have  I  any  plea- 
lure  at  all  that  the  wicked  fhould  die  ? 
faith  the  Lord  God  :  and  not  that  he 
“  fhould  return  from  his  ways  and  live  ?  ” 

And  afterwards  in  the  fame  chapter,  “  Be- 
caufe  he  confidereth,  and  turneth  away 
from  all  his  tranfgreffions  that  he  hath 
committed,  he  fhail  furely  live,  he  fhail 
not  die — Repent,,  and  turn  yourfelves 
from  all  your  tranfgreffions  ;  fo  iniquity 
fhail  not  be  your  ruin.  Caft  away  from 
you  all  your  tranfgreffions,  whereby 
ye  have  tranfgreffed,  and  make  you  a 
new  heart,  and  a  new  fpirit  ;  for  why 
will  ye  die,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael  ?  For  I 
have  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  him  that 
dieth,  faith  the  Lord  God  :  wherefore 
turn  yourfelves,  and  live  ye  !  ”  And  be- 
caufe  thofe  whole  tranfgreffions  have  been 
multiplied,  of  a  very  heinous,  aggravated 
nature,  and  long  continued  in,  are  fome- 
times  apt  to  defpond,  thinking  that  God’s 
mercy  cannot  be  extended  to  them  ; 
he  has  taken  particular  care  to  aflure  us, 
that  the  greatnefs  of  our  crimes,  and  of 
our  guilt,  fhail  be  no  bar  to  our  finding  a 
gracious  reception  with  him,  provided  we 
heartily  turn  from  our  lins,  and  work 
righteoufnefs.  Thus,  particularly  in  the 
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SERM  fir  ft  chapter  of  Ifaiah,  having  fet  forth  the 
IE  ftns  of  his  people  Ifrael  in  the  ftrongeft 
language, by  comparing  them  to  the  people 
of  Sodom  ;  and  admonifhed  them  to  put 
away  the  evil  of  their  doings  from  before 
his  eyes,  he  then  encourages  them  to  do 
fo,  by  giving  them  the  ftrongeft  affurances 
of  his  mercy — “  Come  now,  and  let  us 
“'reafon  together,  faith  the  Lord  ;  tho’ 
“  your  ftns  be  as  fcarlet,  they  (hall  be  as 
t(s  white  as  liiow  ;  tho  they  be  red  like 
“  crimfon,  they  ftiall  be  as  wool.  ” 

Nor  is  this  pardoning  mercy  of  God 
limited  to  any  particular  penitent  tranf- 
greffors,  to  the  exclufton  of  others  who 
,  are  alike  penitent.  It  overflows  upon  a 
whole  guilty  people,  altho  in  a  manner 
ripe  for  vengeance  arid  deftruclion,  when¬ 
ever  there  is  a  thorough  and  univerfal  re¬ 
formation  in  it  :  and  this,  altho  God  had 
denounced  fpeedy  ruin  to  it.  “  At  what 
“  inftant,  ”  fays  God  by  the  prophet,  “  I 
fhall  fpeak  concerning  a  nation,  and 
concerning  a  kingdom,  to  pluck  up  and 
“  to  pull  down,  and  to  deftroy  it  ;  if  that 
“  nation  .againft  whom  I  have  pronoun¬ 
ced,  turn  from  the  evil,  I  will  repent 
of  the  evil  that  I  thought  to  do  unto 
e  j.rem<  “  them/  ”  This  declaration,  and  gracious 
xvni.  7,  promife  of  God  relates, indeed, more  imme- 
8-  diately  to  his  providential  difpenfations  in 
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this  world, than  to  his  dealings  with  people  SERM 
in  another  :  And  being  considered  in  this  H* 
light,  it  was  remarkably  verihed  in  his 
conduct  towards  the  people  of  Nineveh, 
tho’  pagans.  He  had  lent  his  prophet  to 
denounce  wrath  and  deftrudion  againft 
that  great,  and  very  wicked  city,  even 
within  forty  days.  But  the  people  re¬ 
sented,  and  proclaimed  a  fait  ;  and  the 
'dng  laid,  “  Let  man  and  beaft  put  on 
fackcloth,  and  cry  mightily  unto  God  ; 
yea,  let  them  turn  every  one  from  his 
evil  way,  and  from  the  violence  that  is 
in  their  hands.  Who  can  tell  if  God 
will  turn  and  repent,  and  turn  away 
from  his  fierce  anger,  that  we  perilh 
not d  ”  It  follows,  “  And  God  faw  their  d  jonih 
works,  that  they  turned  from  their  evil  iii.  7, - 
way,  and  God  repented  of  the  evil  that 
“  he  had  faid  he  would  do  unto  them,  and 
“  he  did  it  not.  ”  Thus  gracious  and 

O 

long-fuffering  ;  thus  flow  to  anger  and 
plenteous  in  mercy ;  thus  ready  to  forgive 
iniquity, tranfgreffion  and  fin, even  the  fins 
of  an  whole  people, upon  their  repentance, 
did  God  both  proclaim  and  manifeft  him- 
felf  to  be  ;  and  this,  even  long  before  the 
fettingup  of  that  difpenfationin  the  world, 
which  is  more  properly  called  the  difpen- 
fation  ol  his  grace.  For  God’s  grace  and 
pardoning  mercy,  confidered  with  refe- 
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SERM  rence  to  futurity,  and  as  extending  their 
II-  influence  to  another  ftate  of  exiftence, 
*"  v  '  were  not  fully  revealed,  and  made  mani- 
feft,  but  by  the  appearing  of  Jefus  Chrift 
in  the  likenefs  of  1  inful  flefh  ;  to  take  a- 
way  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf ;  and 
thus  by  one  offering,  to  “  perfect  forever 
e  jxeb.  x.  “  them  that  are  fanctifiedf  ” 

14-  The  gofpel  is  fo  eminently  a  revelation 
of  pardon,  and  mercy,  and  grace,  to  ful¬ 
fill  men,  that  the  apoftle  makes  this  its 
characteriftick  ;  calling  it  the  “  gofpel  of 
<s  the  grace  of  God  ;  ”  and  fometimes 
“  grace  ”  in  the  abftracl,  as  if  there  were 
nothing  in  it  but  what  was  comprifed  in 
this'  term.  At  other  times,  it  is  “  the 
word  of  reconciliation”  : — •  “  All  things 
“  arc  of  God,  who  hath  reconciled  us  to 
<!  himfelf  by  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  hath  given 
“  to  Us  the  miniftry  of  reconciliation  ;  to 
wit,  that  God  was  inChrift  reconciling 
“  the  world  unto  himfelf,  not  imputing 
f  2Cor.v.  “  their  trefpaffes  unto  themk” — And  a- 
18,  19.  greeably  hereto,  repentance,  and  the  rc- 
miflion  of  fins  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
are  fpoken  of  as  a  fummary  of  that  gof¬ 
pel,  which  our  Lord  commanded  his  a- 
poftles  to  preaVh  thro’out  the  world.  Af¬ 
ter  our  Saviour’s  refurre&ion,  and  juft  be¬ 
fore  his  afeenfton  into  heaven,  he  laid  to 
his  chofen  apoftles,  whole  underftandings 
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he  then  opened  in  fome  meafure,  that  they' 
might  underftand  the  fcriptures- — •“  Thus 
“  it  is  written,  and  thus  it  behoved  Chrift 
“  to  fuffer,  and  to  rife  from  the  dead  the 
“  third  day  :  And  that  repentance  and  re- 
“  million  of  fins  fliould  be  preached  in  his 
“  name,  among  all  nations,  beginning  at 
“  Jerufalem.  And  ye  are  witnefles  of 
“  thefe  things.8  ” 

Agreeable  to  this  general  account 
of  the  evangelical  difpenfation,  the  new 
teftament  abounds  with  declarations  of 
God’s  mercy,  and  the  pardon  of  fin,  to 
all  truly  humble,  penitent,  and  reformed 
tranfgreffors.  Thefe  offers  are  fo  nume¬ 
rous,  and  fo  univerfally  known,  that  it 
feems  needlefs  to  produce  any  particular 
examples.  However,  to  (how  you  how 
exceeding  ready  and  willing  God  is  to 
forgive  thofe  who  return  to  him  ;  I  fhall 
juft  remind  you  of  our  Saviour’s  well- 
known  parable  of  the  prodigal  fonh;  which 
is  indeed  very  moving  and  affecting,  even 
confidered  without  its  dcligned  reference 
to  the  manner  of  God’s  dealing  with  pe¬ 
nitent  linners.  This  foolifh  youth  is  fup- 
pofed  to  forfake  his  father’s  houfe,  where 
he  had  bread  enough  and  to  fpare  ;  and 
to  go  into  a  far  diftant  country.  Here  he 
foon  waftes  hisfubftance  in  riotous  living; 
is  neceflitated  to  betake  himfelf  to  the 
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SE“M  bafeft.  employments  for  a  fubfiftence  ;  and 
IL  wifhes  in  vain  to  fatisfy  himfelf  with  the 
7  hulks  which  the  fwine  fed  upon.  He  at 
length  awakes,  as  it  were,  out  of  a  long 
and  deep  fleep  ;  and  “  comes  to  himfelf.  ” 
He  thinks  upon  his  ways,  and  arifes  to  go 
to  his  lather  with  that  humble  and  pene- 
tential  confeffion,  “  Father,  I  have  finned 
c‘  againft  heaven,  and  before  thee,  and 
“  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  fon.” 

* — *"  But  when  he  was  yet  a  great  way  off, 
“  his  father  faw  him,  and  had  companion 
“  on  him,  and  ran,  and  fell  on  his  neck, 
and  killed  him.  ”  The  fon  then  makes 
his  confeffion  and  acknowledgment,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  refolution  while  he  was  yet 
in  a  far  country.  But  the  father,  over¬ 
joyed  at  the  unexpected  return  of  his  fon, 
inftead  of  upbraiding  him  with  his  un¬ 
grateful  conduct,  is  concerned  only  to 
give  him  a  kind  welcome— “  Bring  forth 
_  “  the  belt  robe,  and  put  it  on  him,  and 

“  put  a  ring  on  his  finger,  and  fhoes1  on 
*e  his  feet.  And  bring  hither  the  fatted 
u  calf,  and  kill  it  ;  and  let  us  eat  and 
“  be  merry.  For  this  my  fon  was  dead,  ' 
'  “  and  is  alive  again  ;  he  was  loft,  and  is 

“  found.  ”  There  cannot,  I  think,  be  a 
ftronger,  or  more  affecting  reprefen tation, 
than  our  Saviour  gives  us  in  this  parable, 
of  the  great  compaffion  of  God  towards 
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finful  men,  who  at  length  penitently  re-  SERM 
turn  to  him,  •  how  far  loever  they'  have  H* 
gone  aftray  from  him  ;  of  his  willingnefs  J 
to  meet  them  upon  their  return  from  their 
wanderings,  with  the  bowels  and  forgive- 
nefs  of  a  father;  of  his  rejoicing  at  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  receive  them,  and  to  beftow 
upon  them  the  tokens  of  his  love  :  For 
fuch  “  joy  fhall  be  in  heaven  over  one 
“  finner  that  repenteth.  ” 

You  fee  then,  that  if  the  pardon  of  our 
fins  is  of  any  value  or  importance  to  us, 
how  much  it  concerns  us  to  turn  our  feet 
unto  God’s  teftimonies,  and  to  keep  his 
commandments.  For  if  we  do  the  latter, 
we  fhall  certainly  obtain  the  former.  He, 
againft  whom,  and  whom  only  we  have 
finned,  has  been  pleafed,  thro  his  dear 
fon,  to  promife  his  pardoning  mercy  to  all 
that  are  truly  penitent.  And  if,  with  bro¬ 
ken  and  contrite  hearts,  we  confefs  our 
fins,  as  the  prodigal  did,  we  may  fecurely 
rely  on  his  word,  that  “  he  is  faithful  and 
“  juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins,  and  to  cleanfe 
“  us  from  all  unrighteoufnefs. And,  oh!  >  ijohni. 
how  fvveet  is  the  voice  of  pardon  to  the  9* 
guilty  confcience,  and  wounded  fpirit  of 
an  awakened  finner  ?  How  much  more 
refrefhing,  than  “  good  news  from  a  far 
“  country,  or  cold  water  to  the  thirfty 
«*  foul  i  ” 


There 


SERM  i  here  are  moreover  many  promifes. 
-i*  or  at  leaf!  gracious  encouragements  given 
us  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  that  if  we  return 
to  God  by  fin  cere  repentance,  and  keep 
his  commandments,  we  fhall  reap  great 
advantages  by  it  even  in  this  life.  “  In 
“  keeping  his  commandments  there  is 
“  [now]  great  reward.”  And  godlinefs  is 
laid  to  be  profitable  unto  all  things,  “  ha- 
“  ving  promife  of  the  life  that  now  is,”  as 
well  as  of  that  which  is  to  come.  God 
has  given  us  leave  to  hope,  and  to  expect, 
that  if  we  fear  him  and  work  righteoufnefs, 
we  fhall  be  favoured  with  the  fpecial  pro¬ 
tection,  guidance,  and  outward  bleffings 
of  his  providence,  during  our  pilgrimage 
in  this  world.  The  evils  and  perils,  to 
which  human  life  is  naturally  expofed, 
and  which  we  are  unable  to  guard  againft, 
or  to  remove,  are  very  great  and  numer¬ 
ous  :  So  that  it  highly  concerns  us  to  have 
a  friend  and  protedor  more  wife  and 
powerful  than  we  are  ourfelves :  One  who 
can  forefee  and  avert  the  evils  which  are 
likely  to  befal  us ;  or  lead  us,  perhaps  quite 
imperceptibly  to  ourfelves,  into  the  proper 
methods  of  efcaping  them  ;  or  mitigate 
them  when  they  come  upon  us  ;  or 
fanbtify  them  to  us  for  our  real  benefit  ; 
and  to  caufe  all  things,  even  thofe  which 
are  reckoned  the  moll  calamitous,  “  to 
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“  work  together  for  good  ”  to  us.  How  SERM 
defireable  and  happy  is  it,  to  have  fuch  a 
guide,  protector  and  friend  ?  And  fuch  an 
one  do  we  all  obtain  in  God  molt  high, 
by  turning  our  feet  unto  his  teftimonies, 
and  keeping  his  commandments.  His  fal- 
vation  is  ever  nigh  to  them  that  fear  him  : 

He  will  be  their  guardian  and  their  God  ; 
their  iun  and  Ihield.  He  will  bellow  upon 
them  outward,  temporal  bleffings,  as  far 
as  fuch  things  are  belt  for  them  :  He  will 
defend  them  from  external,  worldly  evils 
and  borrows  ;  fuch,  I  mean,  as  would  be 


really  prejudicial  to  them  upon  the  whole: 
He  will  enable  them  to  bear  fuch  as  he 
permits  to  befal  them,  and  render  them 
lalutary  and  ufeful,as  the  means  of  making 
them  wifer  and  better. 

Now  thefe  are  fome  of  the  fpecial  pri¬ 
vileges  of  good  men,  the  fons  of  God  ; 
privileges  which  belong  to  them,  and  only 
to  them,  who  keep  his  commandments. 
For  there  are  no  promifes  of  this  nature, 
made  to  the  workers  of  iniquity  :  But, 
there  are  many  threatnings,  that  God  will 
afflibt  them  with  fore  temporal  calamities ; 
that  he  will  confound  their  devices,  and 
frullrate  their  hopes  ;  that  he  will  turn 
even  their  bleffings  into  curfes ;  and  in  all 
refpects  walk  contrary  to  thofe,  who  walk 
contrary  to  him3  in  their  evil  ways. 
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SERM  Nor  are  the  privileges  of  the  righteous 
v  ^  .  Y hich  I  have  juft  now  mentioned  incon- 

iiderable  ones,  tho  they  are  not  the  grea- 
teft.  They  do  not  confift  merely  in  out¬ 
ward  bleffings,  or  an  exemption  from  ma¬ 
ny  external  evils  and  vexations  which 
others  undergo.  They  comprife  in  them 
peace  of  mind,  and  a  fenfe  of  fecurity,  in 
times  of  the  greateft  trial  and  adverftty. 
This  is  in  fome  degree  the  natural  refult 
of  faith  in  God,  and  a  confcience  void  of 
offence  towards  him.  For  which  reafon 
it  is  fpoken  of  in  fcripture,  as  the  fruit  and 
effect  of  righteoufnefs  :  “  The  work  of 
“  righteoufnefs  fhall  be  peace,  and  the  ef- 
“  fed  of  righteoufnefs,  quietnefs  and  affu- 
“  ranee  for  ever.  And  my  people  fliall 
“  dwell  in  a  peaceable  habitation,  and  in 
“  fure  dwellings,  and  in  quiet  refting  pla¬ 
it  ifaiah  “  ces.” k  Agreeably  hereto  it  is  faid  of  wif- 
XXXi8  ^om’  (which,  in  the  writings  of  Solomon, 

*7,  1  '  generally  means  the  knowledge  ofGod, and 

forming  the  heart  and  manners  aright)  that 
“  length  of  days  is  in  her  right  hand  ;  and 
“  in  her  left  hand  riches  and  honor.  Her 
“  ways  are  wrays  of  pleafantnefs,and  all  her 
“  paths  are  peace.  She  is  a  tree  of  life  to 
l  “  them  that  lay  hold  upon  her ;  and  happy 

i6n°7,'x8  “  is  every  one  that  retaineth  her.1”  The 
experience  of  all  good  men  does,  in  fome 
meafure,  verify  thefe  obfervations  con¬ 
cerning 
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cerning  the  fuperior  happinefs  attending  SERM 
the  ways  of  religion  and  virtue.  And  II. 
now,  if  it  be  of  any  confequence  to  us  to 
live  peaceably  and  happily  in  this  world  ; 
if,  of  any,  to  have  the  all-powerful  and 
gracious  protection  of  divine  providence  ; 
and  to  enjoy  ferenity  of  mind  in  a  con-  1 
fcioufnefs  of  our  Maker’s  favour  ;  then  it 
is  of  equal  importance  to  us  to  turn  our 
feet  unto  his  teftimonies,  and  to  keep  his 
commandments  ;  this  being  the  only  way 
to  obtain  thofe  bleflings.  “  For  there  is 
“  no  peace,  faith  my  God,  to  the  wicked.” 

Evil  continually  purfueth  tinners  ;  and 
very  often  overtaketh  them  in  the  prefent 
life  :  So  that  with  what  they  actually  feel,  • 
and  what  they  fear,  from  a  confcioufnefs 
of  their  ill  deferts,”they  are  “  like  the  trou- 
“  bled  lea  when  it  cannot  reft,  whofe 
“  waters  cafl  forth  mire  and  dirt.”  We 
cannot  therefore,  if  we  believe  thefe  things, 
but  acknowledge  that  it  is  of  great  impor¬ 
tance  to  us  to  forfake  our  fins,  and  keep 
the  commandments  of  our  God,  only  from 
a  conlideration  of  the  prefent  comfort  and 
happinefs  attending  a  life  devoted  to  his 
fervice. 

Ho  we  v  e  r,  this  is  but  the  beginning  of 
joy  with  thofe,  who  return  to  God  by 
unfeigned  repentance,  and  live  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  his  commandments.  Look  beyond 
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SERM  this  narrow  fpan  of  human  life ;  and  you 
II.  fee  pleafures  infinitely  fuperior  to  any  that 
are  enjoyed  here  ;  a  far  more  exceeding, 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory  ;  an  happinefs 
unallayed  by  any  root  of  bitternefs  ;  un¬ 
bounded  in  degree  ;  undecaying  with 
time  ;  unlimited  in  duration  ;  and  uncloy¬ 
ing  with  poffeflion.  God  has  chofen  us 
in  Chrift  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  not  only  that  we  might  be  at  peace 
with  him,  and  bleffed  of  him,  while  the 
world  ftandeth  ;  but  more  efpecially,  that 
in  the’ ages  which  are  to  come,  and  which 
never  will  expire,  “  he  might  fnew  the 
“  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace,  in  his 
“  kindnefs  towards  us,  through  Jefus 
“  Chrift  :”m  i.  e.  towards  all  thofe  who 
hearken  to  the  admonitions  of  his  word, 
and  the  invitations  of  his  mercy,  fo  as  to 
turn  from  their  evil  ways,  and  keep  his 
holy  commandments.  The  fouls  of  the 
righteous  are  always  in  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  ;  and  they  are  no  fooner  enlarged 
from  thefe  earthly  tabernacles,  than  they 
are  carried  by  angels  into  Abraham’s  bo- 
fom,  the  paradife  of  God.  Here  they  are 
at  peace,  and  in  joy,  even  before  their 
mortal  and  corruptible  part  is  laid  in  the 
grave,  and  the  duff  returns  to  the  duff,  as 
it  was. 
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In  this  unknown, but  blifsful  region,  we  SERM 
may  conclude  from  the  intimations  given  II. 
us  in  fcripture,the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  ^ 
perfect,  remain  in  joyful  expectation  of 
the  redemption  of  their  bodies  ;  enjoying 
in  the  mean  time,  by  anticipation,  and 
the  full  affurance  of  faith  and  hope,  that 
complete  and  perfect  falvation  which 
Chrift  has  wrought  out  for  them  ;  and 
which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  great  day, 
he  will  beftow  upon  all  them  that  look 
for  him,  and  love  his  appearing.  At 
which  time  all  the  redeemed  and  ranfo- 
med  of  the  Lord  ;  all  who  were  fo  wife 
during  their  ftate  of  trial,  as  to  accept  the 
redemption  offered  them,  by  performing 
the  terms  on  which  it  was  offered,  fhall 
be  clothed  'with  glorious  and  immortal 
bodies  :  and  ftanding  on  the  right  hand 
of  their  enthroned  Lord  and  great  Re¬ 
deemer,  fhall  hear  that  fentence  from  him, 

“  Come,  ye  bleffed  of  my  Father,  inherit 
“  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
“  foundation  of  the  world.  ”  Which  fen-  - 
tence  fhall  not  only  abfolve  them  forever 
from  .all  guilt,  and  give  them  an  eternal 
divorce  from  all  pain  and  forrow,  the  fruit 
of  fin,  and  the  effeCt  of  the  curie  ;  but 
put  them  in  the  immediate  poffeflion  of 
that  inheritance,  incorruptible  and  unde¬ 
filed,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  which 
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SERM  is  promifed  to  the  Tons  and  heirs  of  God, 
II.  and  joint-heirs  with  Jefus  Ch rift.  But  I 
'-'■v— '  prefume  not  to  give  any  particular  defcrip- 
rion  of  the  glorious  Rate,  and  happinefs 
of  the  righteous  hereafter  ;  knowing  that 
eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither 
have  entered  into  the  heart  and  imagina¬ 
tion  of  mortal  man,  “  the  things  which 
“  God  has  prepared  for  them  that  love 
45  him.”  We  are  affured  in  general,  from 
the  holy  fcriptures,  that  they  lhall  be  blef- 
fed,  not  only  infinitely  beyond  their  deferts, 
but  beyond  their  prefent  conceptions  and 
wifhes  ;  and  thus  blefled  forevermore. 

Now  I  hope  I  need  not  fpend  time  to 
prove  to  any  man  in  his  fenfes,  that  it  is  a 
thing  of  importance  to  him,  whether  he 
does,  or  does  not  obtain  an  happinefs  un¬ 
bounded  and  everlafting;  and  confequent- 
ly,  whether  he  does,  or  does  not  turn  his 
feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies ;  fince  we  are 
certain  that  they  only  who  do  the  latter, 
lhall  enjoy  the  former.  We  know  that 
into  that  thrice  glorious  kingdom  which 
God  has  prepared  for  his  friends  and  fa¬ 
vourites,  no  unclean  thing  lhall  enter  ; 
neither  whatfoever  worketh  abomination, 
or  that  maketh  a  lie  :  but  the  holy,  that 
do  his  commandments,  the  redeemed  and 
ranfomed  of  the  Lord,  fhall  afcend,  and 
live,  and  fhine  glorious  there,  with  fongs, 
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and  everlafting  joy  upon  their  heads.  And  SERM 
he  that  is  in  the  midfl  of  the  throne,  fhall  II. 
feed  them,  and  fhall  lead  them  to  living  f — 
fountains  of  water  j  and  God  fhall  wipe 
away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.  If  you 
think  it  ol  any  importance  to  you  to  be¬ 
come  partakers  of  fuch  an  happinefs  as  this, 
i.  e.  the  greateft  which  God  has  to  bellow, 
certainly  you  cannot  think  it  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  you,  whether  you  comply 
with  the  terms  of  it,  by  repenting  of  your 
fins,  and  turning  your  feet  unto  God’s 
teflimonies  ;  or  finally  cut  yourfelves  off' 
from  it,  by  perfevering  in  your  finful 
courfes.  But,  1  , 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  fourth  and 
[aft  thing  mentioned  for  the  illuflration  of 
:his  firfl  general  head  of  difcourfe  ;  which 

s, 

^  4'Mt  The  aflonifhing  method  which 
5od  has  projected  for  our  falvation  from 
he  dominion  of  fin,  and  the  punifhment 
lue  to  it :  you  know  I  mean  the  incar- 
lation  and  fufferings,  the  life  and  death, 

>f  his  own  dear  Son  here  on  earth.  This 
latter  being  attentively,  tho  but  briefly 
onfidered,  will  fet  the  great  importance 
f  turning  our  feet  unto  God’s  teflimonies, 
nd  keeping  his  commandments,  in  a 
ronger  point  of  light  ;  and  give  an  ad- 
ttional  degree  of  weight  and  force  to  the 
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SERM  arguments  that  have  been  already  infilled 
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You  are  fenfible  that  the  particular 
means  or  method,  by  which  God  offers 
to  deliver  us  from  any  evil,  whether  na¬ 
tural  or  fpiritual,  is  of  diftimft  confidera- 
tion  from  that  evil  itfelf.  So  alfo,  the 
particular  means  or  method,  by  which  he 
offers  to  confer  upon  us  any  good,  whe¬ 
ther  temporal  or  eternal,  is  of  diftinct  con- 
fideration  from  the  good  itfelf.  It  is  more¬ 
over  evident,  that  thefe  means  and  me¬ 
thods  may  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  great¬ 
ly  to  enhance  the  favour,  and  add  to  the 
blefling  ;  or,  at  leafl,  of  fuch  a  nature,  as 
to  give  us  a  more  ftriking  and  affecting 
idea  of  its  worth  and  importance  ;  and 
confequently  of  the  importance  of  our  do¬ 
ing  that  which  may  be  requifite,  on  our 
part,  in  order  to  render  effectual  the  gra¬ 
cious  purpofes  of  heaven  towards  us. 

Now  this  is  the  cafe  with  refpe6l  to  the 
matter  under  confideration.  It  is  plainly 
a  thing  of  great  importance  to  us  to  turn 
our  feet  unto  God’s  teflimonies,  that  we 
may  receive  the  remiflion  of  fins,  and  ob¬ 
tain  eternal  life  and  glory  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  But  furely  the  importance 
hereof  appears  in  a  ftill  flronger  light  to 
us,  when  we  reflect  particularly  upon 
what  God  has  done,  in  the  way  of  means, 
in  order  to  bring  us  to  repentance,  in  or¬ 
der 
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der  to  our  obtaining  forgivenefs,  and  a  SERM 
title  to  future  glory,  honor  and  immorta-  H* 
lity.  That  end  muft  b®  of  inconceivably  1 — 
great  importance  to  us,  for  the  accom- 
plilhing  of  which,  God  fpared  not  his  on¬ 
ly  begotten  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for 
us  all ;  that  end,  for  which  the  only  be¬ 
gotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and 
truth,  emptied  hiinfelf  of  his  glory  in  hea¬ 
ven,  and  became  incarnate,  dwelling  a- 
mongft  men  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefh, 
and  exchanging  the  form  of  God  for  the 
form  of  a  fervant ;  that  end,  for  the  ac- 
complifhing  of  which  he,  according  to  the 
will,  and  eternal  purpofe  of  God,  thot  it 
worth  his  while  to  become  our  inftru&or 
and  guide,  our  monitor  and  example,  af¬ 
ter  God  had  raifed  up  fo  many  holy  men 
and  prophets  to  preach  righteoufnefs  to 
the  world,  and  call  llnners  to  repentance  ; 
that  end,  for  which  fo  glorious  a  perfo- 
nage  as  he  by  whom  God  created  all 
things,  condefcended  to  undergo  fo  many 
trials  and  fufferings  for  a  number  of  years, 
in  our  world  and  nature,  not  having 
where  to  lay  his  head,  thb  the  foxes  have 
holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nefts  : 
that  end,  for  the  accomplilhing  of  which, 
he  not  only  became  a  man  of  forrows, 
and  acquainted  with  the  common  griefs 
which  are  incident  to  humanity  ;  but  to 
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SERM  very  peculiar  and  extraordinary  ones,  fo 
II.  ^  that  there  were  no  griefs  in  all  refpe&s  like 
to  his,  whether  we  confider  the  contra¬ 
diction  of  thofe  finners  whom  he  came  to 
redeem,  which  he  endured  againft  him- 
felf,  or  thofe  temptations  and  vexations  of 
fatan,  to  which  he  was  fubjedted,  efpe- 
cially  when  his  laft  luffe rings  approached ; 
when  he  was  in  an  agony,  and  fweat  as  it 
were  great  drops  of  blood,  falling  from 
his  face  to  the  ground  :  In  fine,  that  end, 
for  the  accomplifhing  of  which  he  poured 
out  his  foul  unto  death,  the  accurfed  death 
oi  the  crofs,  and  was  made  a  curfe  for  us. 
jThat  end,  for  which  God  gave  his  Son  to 
do  and  fuller  thefe  things, and  for  which  he 
actually  did  and  fuflered  them,  in  confe- 
quence  of  God’s  appointment,  muff:  cer¬ 
tainly  be  an  end  of  luch  importance  to  us, 
that  it  is  not  fully  conceivable  by  us.  Vv  e 
know  indeed,  in  general,  what  the  end 
hereof  adfually  was,  namely,  that  we 
might  be  redeemed  from  all  iniquity,  from 
the  power  and  practice  of  fin,  from  the 
miferies  of  our  fallen  and  corrupt-  eftate, 
from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  become 
the  fons  and  heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs 
with  Chrift,  “  the  firff-born  among  many 
brethren,”  to  an  incorruptible  and  hea¬ 
venly  inheritance.  We  know  in  general, 
not  only  that  this  was  the  end  of  our 
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Lord’s  incarnation,  fufierings  and  death  ;  SERM 
but  we  can  alfo  fee  in  fome  meafure,  that  II* 
it  highly  concerns  us  that  this  end  fhould 
be  finally  accomplilhed  with  refpedl  to  us, 
by  our  cordially  falling  in,  and  co-opera¬ 
ting  with,  this  gracious  defign,  and  mar¬ 
vellous  difpenfation  of?  providence.  But 
flill  there  is,  and  mufl  be,  fome  what  here¬ 
in  which  is  unfathomable  by  us  :  It  is  a 
great  deep,  which  wre  cannot  go  to  the 
bottom  of :  It  mufl  be  fomewhat  of  fo 
momentous  and  interefling  a  nature  to  us, 
that  we  cannot  have  a  full  and  adequate 
conception  of  it  at  prefent ;  neither  of  the 
greatnefs  of  that  mifery  and  deftru<5lions 
to  deliver  us  from  which,  the  Son  of  God 
was  made  manifeft  in  the  flefh,  lived  in 
forrow,  and  died  upon  a  crofs  ;  nor  yet 
of  the  greatnefs  of  that  falvation  which  he 
came  to  purchafe  for  us,  and  of  that  glory 
which  is  to  be  revealed  in  his  faints.  It 
is  a  difpenfation  of  divine  love  and  grace, 
which  evidently  befpeaks,  or  indicates, an 
end  and  defign  too  big  and  auguft  for  our 
narrow,  limited  capacities  ;  and  indeed 
the  holy  angels  are  reprefented  as  prying 
into  it  with  wonder  and  admiration. 

We  can  hardly  conceive  of  an  end 
great  enough,  a  defign  really  worthy  of 
fuch  an  extraordinary  interpofition  of 
providence :  We  can  hardly  imagine  our- 
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SERM  felves,  or  any  thing  which  relates  to  us 
poor  mortals,  of  fuch  importance  in  the 

u”"v  J  creation  of  God,  that  it  would  be  worth 
while  (to  fpeak  after  the  manner  of  men) 
lor  God  to  be  at  fo  great  an  expence  for 
us,  or  for  fo  dignified  and  glorious  a  per- 
fon  as  the  Son  of  God,  by  whom  all 
things  were  made  and  confift,  to  come 
down  from  heaven,  and \  to  fuifer  death 
with  malefactors  upon  a  crofs.  But  yet 
we  are  fure  that  all  this  is  in  fadt  true  : 
And  what  is- the  confequence  from  it  ?  I 
anfwer,  it  is  plainly  this,  that  we  ourfelves 
are  of  more  confequence,  and  our  fouls 
of  more  worth  than  we  can  well  conceive 
of,  or  at  prefent  imagine  :  That  we  do 
not  fully  know,  either  what  a  terrible  de- 
f traction  is  implied  in  that  death,  which 
is  laid  to  be  the  “  wages  of  fm,  ”  or  the 
glory  and  happinefs  implied  in  that  eter¬ 
nal  life  with  God,  which  is  his  “  gift  thro 
“  Jelus  Chrift  cur  Lord.”  Both  the  ruin 
and  mifery  of  that  ftate  of  fin  and  cor¬ 
ruption,  from  which  Chrift  came  to  re¬ 
deem  us,  and  the  blifs  and  glory  of  that 
ftate  to  which  he  came  to  conduct  us,  are 
great  beyond  our  prefent  com prehenfi on. 
They  fhun  our  finite  capacities,  and  are 
in  a  fort  hidden  from  us,  even  by  means 
of  their  own  greatnefs.  And  we  may  be 
certain  beforehand,  if  there  be  a  due  pro¬ 
portion 
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portion  and  analogy  amongft  the  works  SERM 
of  God  ;  betwixt  the  difpenfations  of  his  Im¬ 
providence  towards  us  in  this  probatio- 
nary  Rate,  and  what  is  to  fucceed  them 
hereafter,  in  a  hate  of  retribution,  that 
both  the  ruin  of  thofe  who  perfevere  in 
their  rebellion  againft  God’s  righteous 
laws  and  government,  and  the  happi- 
nefs  of  thofe  who  co-operate  with  the 
defigns  of  his  grace,  fhall  far  furpafs  any 
thing  of  mifery  upon  one  hand,  and  of 
blifs  and  glory  upon  the  other,  that  we  can 
now  conceive  of  by  the  utmoft  ftretch  of 
imagination.  It  wras  not,  furely,  to  de¬ 
liver  us  from  fome  inconflderable  evil, 
nor  to  procure  for  us  an  inconflderable 
good,  that  the  Son  of  God  came  into  this 
apoftate  world,  and  liv’d  and  died  therein, 
in  the  manner  reprefented  to  us  in  the 
holy  fcriptures  !  Here  it  is  that  we  fee  as 
far,  perhaps,  as  it  is  poflible  for  us  to  fee 
at  prefent,  the  importance  of  turning  our 
feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies,  and  keeping 
his  commandments  :  We  fee  the  vaft  im¬ 
portance  hereof  more  fully  and  clearly 
by  contemplating  upon  the  mediation  of 
Chrift,  and  trying  to  enlarge  our  thots  to 
Something  future,  that  may  correfpond  to 
fo  great  an  interpofition  of  divine  provi¬ 
dence  and  grace,  than  we  can,  even  by 
contemplating  the  exprefs  threatnings  and 
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SERM  promifes  of  God  in  his  word,  tho  fo  won- 
II.  derfully  calculated  to  fill  us  with  awful 
— '  apprehenfions  on  one  hand,  and  with  glo¬ 
rious  hopes  on  the  other.  Unlefs  we  co¬ 
operate  with  the  defign  of  Chrift’s  coming 
into  the  world,  by  exercifing  repentance 
towards  God,  and  faith  towards  him,  and 
living  in  obedience  to  his  commandments, 
we  fhall  not  only  have  no  lot  or  portion 
hereafter, with  them  that  reap  the  glorious 
fruits  of  his  mediation  ;  but  fuffer  the  full 
demerit  of  our  fins,  and  among!!  others, 
that  of  “  treading  under  foot  the  Son  of 
“  God.”  So  that  altho’  we  have  now  all  of 
us  reafon  to  rejoice,  yet  we  may  hereafter 
have  occafion  to  lament,  that  ever  there 
was  “  born  to  us  in  the  city  of  David,  a 
“  Saviour,  who  is  Chrift  the  Lord  !  ”  For 
certainly  it  had  been  far  better  for  us,  if 
God  had  left  us  to  perilh  finally  in  the 
ruins  of  the  common  apoflacy,  than  that 
He  fhould  have  been  fo  good  and  gracious 
as  to  offer  us,  and  wefo  evil  and  unthank¬ 
ful  as  to  reject,  fo  great  falvation  ! 

And  thus  we  have  done  with  the  fe- 
veral  heads  of  argument,  by  which  it  was 
propofed  to  fhow,  of  what  vaf!  impor¬ 
tance  it  is  to  finful  men  to  turn  their  feet 
unto  God’s  teftimonies,  and  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments  ;  tho  it  is  impoffible  fully  and 
adequately  to  reprefent  it,  or  even  to  con¬ 
ceive 
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ceive  of  it :  For  every  thing  that  relates  SERM 
to  infinity  and  eternity,  puzzle  and  con-  II. 
found  us,  fo  that  we  can  neither  think 
nor  fpeak  with  due  juftnefs  and  propriety 
of  them,  even  when  religion  is  out  of  the 
queftion.  But  whether  you  confider  the 
greatnefs,  majefty  and  holinefs  of  God, 
and  his  power  displayed  thro’out  the  uni- 
verfe,  which  power  may  be  equally  em¬ 
ployed  for  our  welfare  or  deftrudion  : 
Whether  you  confider  the  exprefs  and 
repeated  declarations  of  his  word,  refpec- 
ting  the  final  perdition  of  wicked  and 
ungodly  men,  the  truth  of  which  cannot 
be  doubted  of  :  Whether  you  confider 
the  great  and  precious  promifes  which  he 
has  made  in  his  holy  word,  to  thofe  who 
turn  at  his  reproof,  and  do  that  'which  is 
lawful  and  right  :  Or,  Jaftly,  whether 
you  confider  the  aftonifhing  method 
which  his  wifdom  and  unutterable  love 
have  projeded  for  our  redemption  from 
fin,  and  its  effeds,  and  for  bringing  many 
fons  unto  glory,  by  Jefus  C h rift  his  Son, 
made  perfed  through  bufferings :  Whether 
you  confider  one  or  the  other  of  thefe 
things  properly,  ftill  the  vail  importance 
of  forfaking  your  fins,  and  keeping  God’s 
commandments,  will  appear  in  a  very 
ftrong  and  convincing  light ;  fo  that  every 
man  who  has  any  eyes  to  fee,  or  ears  to 

hear, 
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SERM  hear,  mull  be  fenfible  of  it.  And  if  either 
II.  of  thefe  things,  feparately  confidered,  dif- 
’  covers  the  importance  hereof  fo  clearly, - 
andlhowsit  to  be  the  higheit  degree  of  im¬ 
prudence  and  lolly,  not  to  fay  of  impiety, 
for  men  to  go  on  in  the  allowed  violation 
of  God’s  commandments  ;  of  how  much 
greater  importance  does  this  appear,  when 
we  lay  all  thefe  conliderations  together  ? 
when  the  force  of  all  thefe  arguments,  ei¬ 
ther  of  which  is  really  of  infinite  weight, 
is  united,  and  brot  into  one  view,  into 
one  comprehenfive  argument  for  the  re¬ 
formation  of  our  lives,  and  devoting  them 
to  the  fervice  of  God  !  When  all  thefe 
Scattered  rays  of  truth  and  reafon,  are 
brought  to  a  proper  point,  fo  as  to  ftrike 
the  mind  at  once,  it  might  be  fuppofed, 
that  men’s  hearts  would  not  only  be  con¬ 
vinced,  but  quite  overpowered,  melted 
and  dilTolved,  unlefs  they  were  of  fuch  a 
nature  and  temper,  that  neither  reafon  nor 
revelation,  which  are  both  from  the  fame 
great  Father  of  lights,  could  have  any  in¬ 
fluence  upon  them.  The  God  of  this 
world  mull:  have  llrangely  blinded  the 
eyes  of  fuch  men,  left  the  light  of  the  glo¬ 
rious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  irnage 
of  the  invifible  God,  fhould  fhine  into 
them  ;  and  make  them  difcern  the  things 
that  belong  unto  their  peace,  before  thefe 
• '  -  .  things 
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things  are,  in  a  flill  more  awful  fenfe,  SERM 
hidden  from  them  !  II. 

The  time  is  too  far  elapfed  to  proceed 
to  another  head  of  difcourfe.  I  am  not 
willing  to  fufpe6t,  either  the  underftand- 
ings  or  the  hearts  of  any  of  you,  my  be¬ 
loved  hearers,  fo  far  as  to  doubt,  whe¬ 
ther  you  do  not  plainly  fee, and  even  feel, 
the  force  of  thefe  arguments,  and  the  in¬ 
finite  importance  of  fearing  God,  and 
keeping  his  commandments.  No  !  I  will 
not  doubt  but  that  you  are  deeply  fenfible, 
your  whole  filtered  and  wrell-being,  de¬ 
pends  upon  it.  Not  only  our  bible,  but 
the  whole  vifible  creation,  contains  lec¬ 
tures  of  wifdom,  of  warning,  and  admo¬ 
nition,  to  them  that  have  eyes  to  fee  ;  it 
is  a  mighty  volume,  profitable  for  do&rine, 

for  reproof,  for  correction  and  inftruction 
in  righteoufnefs,  if  we  will  but  read,  and 
meditate  upon  it.  God  fpeaks  to  us  daily, 
in  all  his  providences  ;  even  in  the  molt 
common  of  them,  in  order  to  excite  us  to 
that  reverence  of,  and  obedience  to  him, 
which  is  our  greateft  good.  Wifdom  is 
not  only  to  be  fought  or  found,  in  thofe 
boons  and  places  which  we  ufually  term 
facred  :  “  She  crieth  without,  the  uttereth 
“  her  voice  [  even  ]  in  the  Streets  :  She 
“  crieth  in  the  chief  place  of  concourfe, 

“  i11  the  opening  of  the  gates ;  in  the  city 
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SERM  «  flie  uttereth  her  words,  faying,  How 
II.  “  long,  ye  fimple  ones,  will  ye  love  lim- 
“  plicity  ?  and  the  fcorners  delight  in 
“  icorning,  and  fools  hate  knowledge  ? 
“  Turn  you  at  my  reproof :  behold,  I  will 
“  pour  out  my  fpirit  unto  you,  I  will  make 
«  Prav.  i.  “  known  my  words  unto  you. n  This  is 
20—23.  the  voice  of  wifdom  to  you  all  at  prefent, 
which  you  may  hear  in  every  place,  un- 
lefs  you  are  like  the  deaf  adder  that  flop¬ 
ped!  her  ear.  O  !  attend  to  it,  left  this 
friendly  monitor  Ihould  turn  a  bitter  ac- 
cufer,  faying,  “  Becaufe  I  have  called,  and 
“  ye  have  refufed,” 0  &c.  Let  me  befeech 
you  in  the  name  of  Him,  whofe  I  am,  and 
whom  I  am  endeavouring,  to  ferve,  tho  in 
much  weaknefs,  to  bear  thefe  important 
things  in  your  minds ;  and  not  merely  to 
remember  them,  but  to  practife  agreeably 
to  them,  by  turning  your  feet  unto  God’s 
teftimonies,  and  keeping  his  command¬ 
ments.  You  cannot  but  know,  that  this 
is  a  reafonable  and  wife  part  for  you  to 
a<ft  ;  and  not  only  conducive  in  fome  de¬ 
gree,  but  abfolutely  neceflary,  to  your  fu¬ 
ture  well-being  •  to  your  efcaping  the 
wrath  to  come,  and  being  immortally 
happy  in  the  kingdom  and  prefence  of 
God,  when  momentary  ages  are  pafled  a- 
way  and  forgotten.  Be  wife,  then,  for 
yourfelves ;  and  let  not,  I  will  not  fay, 

me, 
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me,  but,  the  whole  creation,  preach  to  SERM 
you  in  vain.  Know,  O  man  !  woman  !  H- 
child  !  Know,  that  it  is  not  God,  but  thou,  v—“v — J 
thyfelf,  that  will  reap  the  advantage  of 
thy  wifdom,  thy  repentance,  thy  obedi¬ 
ence.  For,  can  a  man  be  profitable  unto 
God,  as  he  that  is  wife  may  be  profitable 
unto  himfelf  ?  Is  it  any  pleafure  unto  the 
Almighty,  that  thou  art  righteous  ?  or  will 
it  be  gain  to  Him,  if  thou  makeft  thy  way 
perfect  ?  Look  unto  the  heavens,  and  fee, 
and  behold  the  clouds  which  are  higher 
than  thou.  If  thou  finneft,  what  doeft 
thou  againft  Him  that  made  both  them  and 
thee  ?  Or  if  thy  tranfgreflions  be  multi¬ 
plied,  what  harm  doeft  thou  unto  Him  ? 

If  thou  art  righteous,  what  giveft  thou 
Him  ?  or  what  receiveth  He  of  thine 
hand  ?  Thy  wickednefs  may  indeed  hurt 
a  poor,  weak,  dependent  creature,  as  thou 
art ;  or  thy  righteoufnefs  may  profit  thee, 
the  fon  or  daughter  of  man ;  but  not  Him, 
before  whom  all  nations  are  as  the  final! 
duft  of  the  balance,  and  are  counted  to 
Him  as  lefs  than  nothing  and  vanity. 

The  refult  of  all,  therefore,  is  this, — “  If 
“  thou  be  wife,  thou  fhalt  be  wife  for  thy- 
“  :  but  if  thou  fcorneft,  thou  alone 

“  fhalt  bear  it ! p  ”  p  pr0T,IX 
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The  Reafonablenefs  and  Importance 
of  making  Hafte  to  keep  God’s 
Commandments.  The  firft  Argu¬ 
ment  ;  drawn  from  a  Confidera- 
tion  of  the  Shortnefs  of  human 
Life,  and  the  uncertain  Duration 
of  this  probationary  State. 


PSALM  CXIX.  59,  60. 


I  THOUGHT*  on  my  ' ways ,  and  turned 
my  feet  unto  thy  tejlirnonics  : 


SERM 

III. 


I  MADE  hafte ,  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy 
commandments. 

’  ^  1 

THE  great  importance  of  turning  our 
feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies,  and 
keeping  his  commandments,  has  been 
fhownin  twopreceeding  difcourfes ;  and 
more  efpecially  from  thefe  confiderations ; 

The 
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The  power  and  greatnefs  of  God,  his  SERM 
holinefs  and  univerfal  dominion,  and  our  HI. 
abfolute  dependence  upon  him  :  ^ 

Th  e  clear  and  politive  denunciations 
of  his  wrath,  in  his  word,  againft  all  im¬ 
penitent,  irreclaimable  tranfgreffors  : 

The  great  and  precious  promifes  of  the 
gofpel,  made  to  thofe  who  turn  at  God’s 
reproof,  and  keep  his  commandments  : 

And  laftly, 

The  aftonifhing  method  which  God 
has  projected  for  our  falvation  from  the 

dominion  of  fin,  and  the  punifhment  due 
to  it. 

These  confiderations  make  it  manifefl, 
how  greatly  it  concerns  us  to  break  off  our 
fins  by  repentance,  and  to  walk  before 
God  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  accor¬ 
ding  to  his  commandments  ;  which  was 
the  firfl  general  point  propofed,  in  hand¬ 
ling  the  prefent  fubject.  The  fecond  ge¬ 
neral  head,  to  which  we  now  proceed, 
was, 

SECONDLY,  Tofhow,  by  a  variety  of 
arguments,  the  vaft  importance  of  being 
fpeedy  in  this  bufinefs';  of  making  hafte  to 
keep  God  s  commandments ;  and  the  ex¬ 
treme  folly  and  danger  of  delaying  it. 

However,  it  is  only  one  argument 
that  will  be  infilled  upon  at  prefent,  with 
this  view  ;  which  fhall  be  drawn  from  a 

F  con- 
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SERM  confideration  of  the  fhortnefs  of  human 
III.  life,  and  the  uncertain  duration  of  this  pro- 
bationary  ftate.  Divers  other  arguments 
will  be  left  to  fucceeding  difcourfes.  For 
I  (hall  choofe  to  confine  myfelf  to  a  fingle 
point  in  each  difcourfe,  rather  than  to  run 
the  hazard  of  perplexing  and  diffracting 
your  minds  by  too  great  a  variety.  And 
befideSjthe arguments  which  will,byGod’s 
leave  and  help,  be  infifled  upon,  f’eem  to 
be  fo  weighty  and  momentous  in  them- 
felves,  that  each  of  them  may  well  claim 
a  large  and  diitin£t  confideration,  by  itfelf. 

It  may  be  reafonably  prefumed,  that 
you  are  all  in  general  convinced,  that  it 
is  both  your  duty  and  high  eft  intereft  to 
turn  your  feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies,  and 
to  keep  his  commandments  :  but  poflibly 
you  may  not  fo  clearly  perceive  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  being  fpeedy  herein,  as  the  Pfal- 
mift  was,  who  tells  us,  that  he  “  made 
“  hafte  and  delayed  not.”  There  are  ma¬ 
ny  perfons  who  will  not  pretend  to  deny, 
but  that  it  is  of  the  laft  importance  to  them 
to  repent  of  their  fins,  and  reform  their 
lives  ;  who  yet  cannot  be  perfuaded  of 
the  reafonablenefs  and  importance  of  do¬ 
ing  this  immediately,  without  any  delay ; 
but  will  be  for  deferring  it  to  fome  future 
opportunity,  which  they  imagine  will  be 
more  convenient  for  them,  and  anfwer  the 

-  .  end 
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end  as  well  in  other  refpe&s.  It  is  indeed  SERM 
here,  that  one  of  the  greateft  dangers  lies, 
of  mens  finally  perifhing  in  their  fins :  So 
that  when  they  are  convinced  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  and  importance  of  a  reformation 
in  general,  they  are  to  be  fhown  the  ne- 
ceffity  and  importance  of  beginning  it 
without  any  delay  ;  other  wife  the  time 
may  perhaps  never  come,  which  fuits 
them  in  all  refpecls  ;  and  fo  they  will  ne¬ 
ver  be  the  better  for  that  general  con¬ 
viction,  which  they  have  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  leading  a  better  life. 

Now  tho  there  were  no  other  argu¬ 
ments  to  inforce  a  fpeedy  repentance  and 
amendment,  befides  that  which  was  juft 
mentioned  above,  the  fhortnefs  of  human 
life,  and  the  uncertain  continuance  of  our 
ftate  of  trial ;  yet  this  alone  would  be  ab- 
folutely  conclufive  ;  fo  as  to  convift  that 
perfon  of  the  greateft  imprudence  and 
madnefs,  who  Ihould  defer  the  thoughts 
of  returning  to  God  and  his  duty,  a  fingle 
day  or  hour ;  fince  we  know  not  what  a 
day  or  hour  may  bring  forth,  and  the  op¬ 
portunity  which  is  let  flip,  and  is  loft  to 
day,  may  be  loft  forever!  Whenever  there 
is  any  thing  which  is  in  itfelf  of  great  im¬ 
portance  and  concernment  to  us  in  this 
world  ;  (if  indeed  there  is  any  thing  here 
belowthatcan.be  juftly  accounted  fo)  and 

F  2  when., 


SERM  when,  by  neglecting  it  at  prefent,  we  may 
Hi.  probably  mifs  of  1'ome  great  temporal 
1  good,  or  incur  fome  great  temporal  evil, 
and  render  the  damage  irretrievable  to  us ; 
whenever  this  is  the  cafe,  as  to  our  worldly 
Dufinefs  and  concernments,  it  is  the  plain 
dictate  of  rCafon  and  prudence  to  embrace 
the  prefent  time,  and  not  to  let  flip  the 
opportunity  which  we  actually  have,  up¬ 
on  the  diltant  and  uncertain  profpeCt  of 
another  afterwards.  And  this  is  the  ge¬ 
neral  rule  and  maxim,  by  which  all  men 
that  are  tolerably  wife  and  prudent  in  their 
temporal  affairs,  invariably  conduCt  them- 
felves  :  for  “  the  children  of  this  world 
“  are  in  their  generation  wifer  than  the 
1  Luke  “  children  of  light  ”  *  more  wary  and 
xvi.  8.  provident,  and  more  careful  to  improve 
their  feveral  opportunities  to  fecure  their 
worldly  advantage,  than  they  who  are 
favoured  with  fpiritual  privileges,  and  a 
fpace  for  repentance,  are  to  “  make  their 
“  calling  and  election  fure  and  entitle 
themfelves  to  eternal  life  and  falvation. 
Our  Saviour  takes  occaff  on  to  teach  us  a 
leflon  of  prudence  in  our  fpiritual  and  e- 
ternal  concernments,  from  the  conduCt 
and  example  of  fuch  children  of  this 
world,  as  negleCt  not  to  improve  their 
prefent  opportunities ;  nor  put  off ’til  to¬ 
morrow,  that  which  Ihould  be  done  to¬ 
day. 
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day.  Confider,  therefore,  their  ways,  and  SERM 
be  wife.  III. 

The  careful  hufbandman  obferves  the  J 
firfl  opening  of  the  fpring,  and  the  ad¬ 
vancing  ot  the  fun  with  his  genial 
warmth  :  He  confiders  the  approaching 
fummer,  the  autumnal  feafon,  and  fubfe- 
quent  winter.  In  the  fpring  he  manures, 
fows  and  plants  his  fields  ;  in  the  fummer 
he  drelTes  them,  “  waiting  for  the  pre- 
“  cions  fruit  of  the  earth  and  in  autumn 
he  gathers  his  harveft  into  barns,  that  he 
may  have  all  manner  of  ftore,  when  the 
feafon  is  pall  for  that  kind  of  labor,  and 
winter  confines  him  at  home.  Did  you 
ever  know  a  difcrete  hufbandman,  who 
did  not  thus  confider  times,  feafons  and 
opportunities  ;  and  lay  hold  upon  them 
as  they  arrived,  left,  letting  them  flip,  he 
fhould  be  deftitute  of  the  means  of  fub- 
fiftence  ?  Fools,  and  flothful  men,  may 
indeed  be  guilty  of  fuch  negligence,  and 
only  they  :  And  fuch  are  accordingly  fent 
to.  learn  wifdom  even  of  the  ant,  or  pif- 
mire  :  “  Go  to  the  ant  thou  fluggard,  con- 
fider  her  ways,  and  be  wife  :  which 
having  no  guide,  overfeer,  or  ruler, 
e  provideth  her  meat  in  the  fummer,  and 
‘  gathereth  her  food  in  the  harveft.b  ”  b  Prov  VS 
If  you  confider  the  difcrete  mariner,  6, 7,  8. 
f.ou  will  find  in  him  the  fame  care,  and 
|j&'  '  :  E  3  atten- 
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SERM  attention  to  times  and  opportunities. 
HI.  Knowing  that  winds,  and  tides,  and  wea¬ 
ther,  will  not  conform  to  his  inclinations, 
or  wait  his  pleafure,  he  prudently  con¬ 
forms  himfelf  to  them,  as  far  as  poffible. 
When  the  weather  is  fair,  the  gale  from 
the  proper  point,  and  the  tide  ferves,  he 
weighs  anchor,  fpreads  his  fails,  and  takes 
the  helm,  left  he  fhould  mifs  his  paffage, 
and  by  unneceffary  delays,  be  kept  from 
the  country  and  port  for  which  he  is 
bound. 

The  difcrete  merchant,  the  object  of 
whofe  attention  is  worldly  gain  and  pro¬ 
fit,  adls  in  conformity  to  the  fame  pruden¬ 
tial  maxim,  of  obferving  times  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  ;  which,  being  once  flipped,  may 
never  return.  Does  he  not  carefully  ob- 
ferve  the  rife  and  fall  of  flocks,  and  of  in- 
tereft  ?  Does  he  not  diligently  inquire  into 
the  ftate  of  foreign  markets ;  and  into  an 
hundred  other  things  and  circumftances, 
which  are  in  their  nature  fluctuating  and 
changeable,  that,  by  improving  his  op¬ 
portunities,  and  the  critical  time,  he  may 
make  fure  of  fomething  ;  and  promote  his 
intereft  to  the  utmoft  ?  Will  he  negledl  a 
orefent  favourable  opportunity,  when  he 
ftnows  not  but  that  delaying  a  day  or  two, 
may  not  only  put  it  out  of  his  power  to 
make  great  profit  to  himfelfbut  prove  ruin¬ 
ous 
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ous  to  his  fortunes, and  reduce  him  to  bank¬ 
ruptcy?  Certainly  a  cautious,  prudent  mer¬ 
chant  will  not  be  guilty  of  fuch  negligence ; 
but  improve  every  fair  opportunity  that 
prefents  itfelf,  while  it  is  in  his  power. 

Does  not  every  wife  general,  or  pru¬ 
dent  commander,  ad  upon  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple  ?  Will  fuch  an  one  negled  a  prefent 
advantage  againft  the  enemy,  fuch  a  one 
as  almoft  fecures  fuccels  and  triumph  to 
him  ;  when  he  knows  not  but  that  his 
omitting  it,  may  foon  give  the  enemy  as 
great,  or  a  greater  advantage  againft  him- 
felf ;  not  only  fnatch  a  vidory  from  him, 
but  prove  the  occafion  of  his  being  fp oiled 
and  captivated  ? 

In  fhort  do  not  all  men  in  general  ad 
upon  this  fame  prudential  maxim  in  their 
fecular  affairs  and  concernments,  even 
from  the  ermin’d  monarchs,  the  great 
warriours  and  politicians  of  the  earth, 
down  to  the  cobler  upon  his  ftall  ?  You 
may  plainly  fee  this  principle  of  warinefs 
and  caution  operating,  and  exerting  it¬ 
felf,  thro  all  the  various  ranks  of  human 
life,  from  the  throne  to  the  footftool  ; 
there  are  no  men  who  are  not  governed 
by  it  in  their  worldly  bufmefs,  excepting 
thofe  only,  whom  all  the  world  agrees  to 
call,  either  giddy  or  ftupid,  flothful  or 
mad.  Every  individual,  that  has  any  pre- 
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SERM  fence  to  be  reckoned  knowing  in  his  own 
m*  Pepper  concerns,  and  wife  for  himfetf  in 
this  world,  is  habitually  influenced  by  it. 
It  is  the  difcernment  of  times,  and  the 
improvement  of  opportunities,  that  makes 
"wife  men,  and  the  not  obferving,  or  neg¬ 
lecting  them,  that  makes  fools,  in  all 
fecular  and  earthly  affairs.  Prudent  fore¬ 
thought  is  the  parent  of  plenty  and  pro- 
fperity  ;  delay  is  the  mother  of  want, 
Ihame  and  wretchednefs. 

Apply  this  to  yourfelves  in  your  high¬ 
er  capacity,  and  more  important  intereft, 
as  you  Hand  related  to  God,  and  to  ano¬ 
ther  world.  Refledt  how  much  more  ir¬ 
rational  and  foolilh  it  is  for  men  to  pro- 
craftinate  in  things  of  a  fpiritual  nature, 
and  eternal  concernment,  than  to  be  di¬ 
latory  in  their  worldly  concernments. 
This  life  is  the  feafon  for  planting  and 
cultivating  thofe  feeds  of  piety  and  vir¬ 
tue,  which  may  yield  us  a  harvefl  of  the 
fruits  of  righteoufnefs  ;  that  we  may  reap 
immortal  felicity,  and  make  provifion  for 
ourfelves  againfl:  the  winter  of  death  that 
is  approaching.  We  are  all  mariners, 
bound  to  another  country  to  another 
world  ;  and  now  is  the  time  to  weigh 
anchor,  to  fpread  our  fails,  and  fliape  our 
courfe, towards  the  haven  of  endlefs  peace 
and  joy.  There  is  a  pearl  of  great  price 

let 
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fet  before  us,  which,  like  wife  merchants,  SERM 
we  fhould  endeavour  to  make  fure  of,  HI* 
tho  at  the  ex  pence  of  every  thing  elfe  v— 
which  we  poflefs ;  and  without  ufing  any 
delay,  left  the  opportunity  fhould  be  over 
for  making  ourlelves  rich  towards  God, 
before  we  are  aware  ;  and  we  fhould  be 
caft  into  that  prifon,  from  whence  we 
fhall  not  come  out,  “  ’til  we  have  paid 
“  the  uttermoft  farthing.”  There  is  vic¬ 
tory,  and  triumph,  and  an  unfading  crown 
of  glory  in  view  ;  obtaining  which,  we 
fhall  be  more  than  conquerors  thro  him 
that  loved  us  ;  and  miffing  of  which,  we 
fhall  be  far  more  wretched  than  cap¬ 
tives  ; — punifhed  as  rebels  and  traitors  a- 
gainft  the  king  of  heaven  ! 

So  important  is  the  intereft  which  we 
have  depending  ;  and  all  depending  upon 
our  making  a  wife  and  diligent  improve¬ 
ment  of  this  prelent  life  ;  the  only  oppor¬ 
tunity  which  we  have,  or  may  expert,  in 
order  to  work  out  our  falvation.  That 
this  feafon  cannot  be  very  long,  and  that 
it  may  poffibly  be  very  fhort,  we  are  e- 
qually  certain.  The  life  of  man,  when 
protracted  to  its  greateft  length,  in  this 
period  of  the  world,  is  but  an  “  hand- 
“  breadth;”  and  it  is,  befides,  every  mo¬ 
ment  uncertain.  And  whenever  it  is  ter¬ 
minated,  our  time  of  trial,  you  know,  is 
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SERM  over  ;  fo  that  nothing  then  remains  for 
HI-  us,  but  to  “  receive  the  things  done  in  the 
v  *  “  body,  according  to  that  we  have  done, 
“  whether  it  be  good  or  evil.”  Can  there 
be  any  thing  more  reafonable  for  us  then, 
than  to  make  hade  ?  any  thing  more  im¬ 
prudent,  than  delaying  to  keep  God’s 
commandments  ?  Can  you  think  of  any 
negligence  of  men  in  their  worldly  con¬ 
cernments,  but  what  is  infinitely  lefs  foo- 
lifh  and  abfurd,  than  this  negligence  and 
delay,  which  are  fo  common  with  refpetd 
to  religion,  and  the  concerns  of  eternity  ? 
If  men  are  negligent  and  imprudent  in 
their  worldly  concernments,  there  is  dill 
a  podibility  of  retrieving  :  Seafons  may 
return  ;  another  fpring  and  feed-time  to 
the  hufbandman,  another  wind  to  the 
mariner,  another  lucky  opportunity  to  the 
tnerchant,  another  advantage  to  the  war¬ 
rior.  But  “  the  accepted  time,  and  the 
day  of  falvation,”  being  once  over,  ne¬ 
ver  return  to  the  probationer  for  another 
world.  This  life  being  run  out,  the  time 
of  trial  which  God  has  allotted  us,  is  pad  ; 
we  know  of  no  other  ;  we  are  to  expeft 
no  other.  For  as  it  is  “  appointed  unto 
“  men  once  to  die,”  fo  “  after  that  is  the 
“  judgment  ■’  and  God  wall  then  “  render 
£o  every  man  according  to  his  deeds.” 


And 
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An  d  what  now  is  human  life,  upon  SERM 
which  fo  much  depends  ?  Is  it  like  the  M* 
conftant  fun,  which  burns  and  fliines  thro 
a  long  fucceffion  of  years,  lo  that  there  is 
no  danger  of  its  going  out,  and  leaving 
us,  tho  we  fliould  neglect  our  proper  bu- 
ftnefs  for  the  prefent  ?  Is  it  not  rather  like 
a  little  meteor,  that  darts  along  the  Iky, 
and  both  appears,  and  is  wholly  extin- 
■guifhed,in  a  moment  ?  in  the  fame  breath? 

Or,  to  ufe  a  fcripture-comparifon,  is  it 
not  like  a  vapour,  that  appeareth  for  a 
little  time,  and  then  vaniihes  away,  a!~ 
moft  as  foon  as  the  fun  is  rifen  ?  Is  it  not 
like  the  grafs  ?  In  the  morning  it  flouri- 
fheth  and  groweth  up  ;  but  at  noon  it  is 
cut  down  and  withereth.  Man  knoweth 
not  his  time ;  nor  what  fhall  be,  even 
on  the  morrow.  If  therefore  he  is  wife, 
he  will  make  hafte,  and  not  delay  to 
keep  God’s  commandments  to  day  ;  left, 
thro  fuch  negligence,  he  fhould  fuddenly 
fall  into  lafting  and  irretrievable  ruin. 

I  will  not  now  afk  you,  where  your 
fathers  are,  or  whether  the  prophets  live 
for  ever  ?  But  let  me  alk  you,  Where  are 
many  of  your  cotemporaries  ?  Where  are 
many  of  your  friends  and  acquaintance, 
who  made  their  appearance  upon  the 
ftage  of  this  life,  about  the  fame  time  that 

you  did  yourfelves  ?  Are  they  all  living  ? 

Are 
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SERM  Are  none  of  them  removed  far  from  you, 

.  ‘  .  *nto  c'ai'knefs  ?  If  you  go  and  examine 

the  tombs  and  monuments  in  our  burial- 
places,  will  you  not  find  the  names  of 
many  of  them  ?  fome  perhaps  newly  en¬ 
graved,  but  others  that  begin  to  moulder 
with  time  ;  intimating  to  you,  how  long 
your  brother  or  filler,  your  wife,  hulband, 
or  dear  friend,  has  been  in  eternity !  Yea, 
I  may  alk  you,  Where  are  many  that  are 
younger  than  you  ?  that  were  born  feve¬ 
red  years  after  you  ?  Are  they  all  Hill  a- 
live  ?  Are  they  all  Hill  probationers  for 
their  eternal  Hate  ?  Or  is  not  that  Hate  al¬ 
ready  fixed  with  refpeft  to  divers  of  thofe, 
who  entered  upon  their  Hate  of  trial  fome 
years  after  you  ?  Yea,  let  me  alk  Hill  far¬ 
ther,  Where  are  fome  of  your  own  chil¬ 
dren  ?  the  offspring  of  your  bodies  ?  Are 
they  all  alive,  and  flourilhing  like  plants 
of  renown  ?  Alas !  are  not  fome  of  thofe, 
who  were  brot  into  the  world  by  you,  un¬ 
der  God  the  common  parent,  gone  out 
of  it  before  you,  leaving  you  to  mourn 
their  untimely  exit  !  It  may  be  further 
enquired,  Where  are  many  that  were  not 
only  much  younger  than  you,  but  alfo, 
once, more  healthy, llrong  and  vigorous  ?  of 
firmer  nerves  and  finews  ?  of  more  robuft 
conftitutions  ?  and  who  were  therefore, 
according  to  human  rules  of  probability, 

likely 
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'likely  to  furvive  you,  and  to  weep,  or 
perhaps  to  rejoice,  over  your  graves  ?  Are 
all  fuch,  whoraj'ou  once  knew,  Hill  li¬ 
ving  ■  Are  not  nrany  of  them,  years  fince, 
taken  off  the  flage,  and  numbered  with 
the  dead,  not  to  rife  again,  ’til  the  hea¬ 
vens  be  no  more  ! 

Let  me  inquire  a  little  farther  con¬ 
cerning  the  manner  and  circumftances  of 
their  death  ;  I  mean  the  death  of  thofe, 
whom  you  once  knew,  and  who  were 
at  lead;  as  likely,  if  not  more  fo,  to  fur¬ 
vive  you,  than  you  was  to  out-live  them. 
To  proceed  then  ;  had  they  all  fome  con- 
flderable  warning  given  them  of  their 
danger,  and  approaching  diflolution?  Did 
they  all  lie  for  feveral  months,  or  weeks, 
upon  the  bed  of  licknefs  ?  Did  they  all 
languifh  away  by  fuch  flow  degrees,  and 
die  fuch  a  lingering  death,  as  gave  them, 
if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  fair  warning  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  it,  by  making  their  peace  with 
God,  and  fettling  their  accounts  with  hea¬ 
ven  ?  fo  that  after  they  were  unable  to  walk 
the  earth,  they  might  turn  their  feet  un¬ 
to  God’s  teftimonies,  and  run  the  way  of 
his  commandments  ?  What !  Were  none 
of  them  fuddenly  fnatched  away,  as  in  a 
moment,  by  fome  violent,  rapid  difeafe, 
which  had  no  fooner  feized,  than  it  de- 
firoyed  them?  or,  at  lead,  took  from  them 
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SERM  the  exercife  of  their  rational  faculties,  fo 
HI-  as  to  difqualify  them  for  religious  reflecti- 
w  ons,  and  amendment  ?  Were  none  of 
them  taken  away  by  what  is  called,  tho 
perhaps  not  very  pioufly,  a  fortuitous, 
cafual,  or  accidental  death  ;  fo  as  to  be 
in  another  world,  even  before  they  had 
the  leaft  apprehenllons  of  any  danger  j 
and  were  b  ufily  employed,  either  in  exe¬ 
cuting  forote  old,  or  laying  fome  new 
fcheme  of  ‘worldly  wealth,  grandeur,  or 
pleafure  ? 

Can  yon  call  to  your  remembrance  no 
one  exampl  e  of  either  of  thefe  forts  ?  Or 
rather,  can  you  not  call  to  mind  feveral, 
yea,  many  fuch.  And  doll  thou  know, 
O  man,  vrhofoever  thou  art,  that  this 
will  not  be  thy  own  cafe  ?  that  the  Son 
of  man  wu’ll  not  come  at  an  hour  when 
thou  lookef  t  not  for  him  ?  Doft  thou  af- 
furedly  know,  that  thy  life  will  not  be  re¬ 
quired  of  t  hee  before  to-morrow  morn¬ 
ing  ?  befo  re  this  day’s  fun  is  fet  ?  be¬ 
fore  another  hour  is  expired  ?  yea,  before 
thou  haft  heard  the  end  of  this,  and  the 
beginning  of  another  fentence  ? — Thou 
knoweft  not  what  a  mighty  change  a 
fingle  moment  may  produce  with  refpe£t 
to  thee,  now,  or  any  other  time.  And 
wilt  thou  rifque  thy  foul  ?  thy  eternal  in- 
tereft  thy  all,  at  fuch  uncertainties  ? 

Wilt 
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Wilt  thou  prefume  to  go  on  in  thy  tref-  SERM 
pafles  againft  Him,  in  whofe  hand  thy 
breath  is,  and  who  may  fuddenly  deprive  ' 
thee  of  it,  even  before  thou  halt  drawed 
another  ;  and  call  thee  before  his  dread 
tribunal,  all  unprepared  as  thou  art  ?  Wilt 
thou  not  make  hafte  to  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments,  left  a  moment’s  delay  Ihould 
prove  thy  final  ruin  ?  Wilt  thou,  when 
thy  life,  and  time  of  trial,  are  thus  preca¬ 
rious,  think  it  time  enough  to  turn  thy 
feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies,  ten,  twenty, 
thirty,  or  forty  years  hence  ?  Yea,  wilt 
thou  think  it  time  enough  to  do  this  to¬ 
morrow,  which,  to  thee,  may  never  ar¬ 
rive  ;  or,  if  it  arrives,  find  thee  in  that 
difmal  region,  where  the  rich  man  lift  up 
his  eyes,  being  in  torment  ?  Wilt  thou  not 
even  now  humble  thy  foul  before  die 
great  God,  whom  thou  haft  hitherto  been 
offending  by  thy  crimes  ?  and  whofe  pa¬ 
tience  may  be  in  a  manner  at  an  end  with 
thee  ?  Wilt  thou  not  now  awake  out  of 
deep,  and  hafte,  and  fly,  to  lay  hold  up¬ 
on  the  hope  fet  before  finners  in  the  gol- 
pel  ?  Wilt  thou  ftill  tread  under  foot  the 
Son  of  God,  whom  thou  haft  fo  long  been 
wounding,  and  piercing,  and  putting  to 
open  £hame,  by  thy  .fins  ?  Wilt  thou  not 
even  now  come  to  him,  that  thou  mayeft 
have  eternal  life,  and  efcape  the  perdition 

that 
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SERM  that  hangs  over  thee  ?  come  to  him,  I 
III.  mean,  in  theexercife  of  faith  towards  him, 
'  and  of  repentance  towards  God ;  and  with 
humble  refolutions,  that,  thro  his  grace 
affifting,  thou  wilt  be  his  faithful  and  o- 
bedient  fervatit  ?  Alas  !  thou  art  worfe 

than  mad,  if  thou  delayed:  this  another 
day. 

If  you  knew,  my  friends  and  brethren, 
if  you  certainly  knew,  that  you  had  one 
month  longer  to  live,  and  only  one,  in 
which  to  work  out  your  falvation  ;  at 
the  expiration  of  which  fhort  term,  you 
mull  appear  before  the  judge  of  all  the 
earth  to  receive  your  fentence  from  him  ; 
this  would  doubtlefs  alarm  you.  You 
■  would  be  ready  to  cry  out,  What  fhall  I 
do  to  be  faved  !  and  immediately  betake 
yourfelves  to  your  prayers,  and  the  a- 
mendment  of  your  lives.  You  would  not 
commit  another  wilful  fin  ;  but  make 
hade,  under  the  apprehenfions  of  fo  fhort 
a  fpace  for  repentance,  and  of  a  fpeedy 
reckoning,  to  keep  God’s  commandments. 
This  may  be  prefumed  concerning  almoft 
any  man,  however  hardned  and  abando¬ 
ned,  from  what  is  generally  feen  in  cri¬ 
minals  under  fentence  of  death  ;  and  in 
other  wicked  men,  when  they  are  told  by 
their  phyficians,  or  their  own  fears  fug- 
gelt  to  them,  that  they  are  but  a  little 

while 
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■while  for  this  world.  What  diftrefs  are 
they  in  ?  how  forry  for  their  paft  fins  ?  how 
anxious  about  futurity  ?  how  refolved  do 
they  feem  to  be,  that  they  will  ufe  thefe 
{hort  remains  of  life  to  the  beft  advantage; 
and  not  trifle  away  another  moment  t 
Now  if  you  conflder  the  matter  atten¬ 
tively,  you  will  plainly  fee,  that  you  have 
more  reafon  to  make  hafte,  and  not  delay 
to  keep  God’s  commandments,  than  if 
you  were  fure  you  had  one  month,  and 
no  longer  to  live.  For,  as  .the  cafe  now 
{lands  with  you,  you  are  not  certain  of 
another  month ;  nor  even  of  another  hour. 
You  may  indeed  think  it  probable  that 
you  may  live  feveral  years  ;  but  fince  it  is 
poflible  you  may  be  difappointed,  and  that 
this  day  is  your  laft ;  fince  it  is  poflible 
your  probationary  flate  may  end  before 
the  evening  ;  and  if  it  fhould,  your  op¬ 
portunity  is  entirely  over,  as  much  as  it 
would  be,  if  you  now  faw  the  Son  of  man 
coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  or  fitting 
upon  the  throne  of  his  glory,  to  judge  the 
world  ;  fince  your  lives  are  fo  uncertain, 
and  thefe  things  are  thus,  I  fay,  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  you  have  a  louder  call  to  make 
hafte  in  your  preparation  for  death  ; 
and  that  it  is  more  unreafonable  and  ha¬ 
zardous  for  you  to  delay  it  another  day, 
than  if  you  was  certain  you  had  one 
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SERM  month,  and  no  longer  to  live.  Why  then, 
^  '  I  befeech  you,  will  you  live  as  carelefiy, 

as  negligently  of  your  eternal  intereft, 
as  it  you  was  lure  of  many  years  to  come  ; 
and  that  future  opportunites  would  not 
be  wanting,  wherein  to  do  that  neceflary 
and  moll  important  work,  which  you 
leave  undone  at  prefent  ?  You  are  fenfible 
that  you  are  undone,  and  your  fouls  loft 
forever,  il  you  do  not  turn  your  feet  un¬ 
to  God’s  teftimonies,  and  learn  to  keep  his 
commandments,  before  your  lives,  and 
this  ftate  of  trial,  are  ended.  And  fince 
you  have  only  a  diftant,  and  very  uncer¬ 
tain  profpect  of  any  future  opportunity, 
whether  it  be  many  years  hence,  or  only 
one,  or  but  a  fingle  month  ;  how  defpe- 
rate  is  the  hazard  which  you  run  by  your 
prefent  delay  ?  Or  what  is  there  in  this 
world  that  fhould  tempt  you  thus  to  put 
off,  and  defer  from  time  to  time,  the  one 
■  thing  needful  ! 

W  e  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  by 
far  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  die  in 
their  fins  under  the  light,  and  in  a  fpecu- 
lative  belief  of  the  golpel,  had  fome  fenfe 
of  the  great  importance  of  religion  ;  that 
they  had  at  times  fome  checks  and  remorfe 
of  confcience  ;  fome  defire  to  elcape  the 
condemnation  of  the  wicked,  and  to  ob¬ 
tain  eternal  life and  accordingly,  that 

they 
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they  frequently  refolved  with  themfelves,  SERM 
that  they  would,  fome  time  or  other,  In¬ 
break  off  their  wicked  lives,  and  '  turn  — 'r~J 
their  feet  unto  God’s  tedimonies.  Yea, 

’tis  probable  there  is  hardly  one  of  thefe- 
finners,  amongd  that  wretched  multitude, 
who  are  now  lamenting  their  wickednefs 
and  impenitence  in  the  regions  of  woe, 
but  what  had  often  refolved  thus  with 
himfelf,  upon  occafion  of  fome  alarming 
providences,  fome  pathetic  difcourfes,  or 
reading  or  hearingthe  promifesand  threat- 
nings  of  God  in  his  holy  word,  which  is 
fo  quick,  and  powerful,  and  piercing,  at 
times,  even  to  the  hearts  of  very  wicked 
men.  But,  alas !  death  overtook  them  be¬ 
fore  the  time  actually  came,  which  fuited 
them  to  fet  about  this  bulinefs  of  reforma¬ 
tion  in  earned;.  They  determined,  per¬ 
haps,  that  they  would  do  it  five,  ten,  or 
twenty  years  hence  ;  but  to  be  fure,  be¬ 
fore  their  time  of  trial  was  elapfed.  Their 
fins  and  luffs  were  fo  dear  to  them,  and 
their  prefumption  upon  many  years  to 
come,  was  fo  ftrong,  that  it  feemed,  not 
only  very  hard  and  mortifying,  but  in 
fome  meafure  unneceffary  alfo,  to  break 
off  from  them  at  prefent,  and  make  hade 
to  keep  God’s  commandments.  This  fee¬ 


med  to  them  like  feparating  choice  friends, 
the  friends  of  their  bofom ;  the,  in  reality, 
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SERM  only  the  poifonous  afps  therein,  which 

, _ _x  _*  vvele  ^hpcfceived  Hinging  and  wounding 

them  to  death.  Thus  it  is  that  wicked  and 
foolifh  men  go  on,  hugging  and  cherifh- 
ing  their  lulls;  and  violating  the  known, 
plain  commandments  of  God,  from  one 
time  to  another  :  and  yet,  with  a  ftrange 
mixture  of  faith  and  infidelity,  of  confci- 
cnce  and  no  confcience,  of  piety  and  im¬ 
piety,  cf  love  to  this  world  and  regard  to 

another, of  concern  for  their  fouls  and  neg¬ 
ligence  of  them,  hypocritically  refolving 
that  they  will  not  be  wicked  always,  tho 
fully  determined  to  be  fo  at  prefent.  They 
imagine  they  have  time  enough  before 
them  ;  and  God  forbid  that  they  fhould 
al ways  live  that  wicked  life,  and  die  in 
their  fins  at  laft  !  They  have  fome  favorite 
lolly  or  vanity,  to  which,  having  facrifi- 
ced  a  little  longer,  they  will  pioufly  con- 
fecrate  the  remainder  of  their  days  to  the 
lervice  of  God,  and  fecure  the  Salvation 
of  their  fouls.  They  have  either  bought 
a  piece  of  ground,  or  a  yoke  of  oxen,  or 
married  a  wife,  or  are  building,  or  taking 
theii  f  wing  at  youthful  pleafures  ;  fo  that 
they  beg  to  be  excufed  juft  now  ;  but  will 
be  fure  not  to  let  death  overtake  them  un¬ 
prepared,  the  thought  of  which  they  can¬ 
not  endure.  And  what  is  the  confequence 
of  thefe  delays  and  procraftinations  ? 

of 
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of  prefuming  thus  upon  feeing  many  days, 
and  having  time  enough  in  ftore  to  do 
that,  which  ought  to  be  done  immedi¬ 
ately,  while  it  is  called  to-day  ?  I  will 
tell  you  plainly  what  it  is,  becaufe  it  may, 
by  tlie  bleffing  of  God,  prove  a  falutary 
warning  to  you,  and  the  means  of  exci¬ 
ting  you  to  improve  your  prefent  oppor¬ 
tunity.  The  confequence  is,  that  thefe 
foolifh,  prefuming  dinners  are  damned, 
before  they  really  conceived  themfelves 
to  be  in  any  great  danger  of  damnation. 
I  do  not  mean  that  this  is  always,  and  u- 
niverfally,but  very  often  the  confequence, 
of  fuch  dilatory  prefumption.  Some  men 
doubtlefs  live  to  repent,  according  to  their 
hopes  and  expectations,  thro  God’s  good- 
nefs,  forbearance,  and  long-fuffering  to¬ 
wards  them.  But  many  are  fnatched  a- 
way  in  the  midft  of  their  fond  prefumpti¬ 
on,  and  vain  imaginations  ;  having  no 
other  opportunity  for  repentance,  beiides 
that  feafon  which  they  thought  too  foon, 
and  therefore  negleCted.  And  this  is 
fo  frequently  the  fatal  confequence  of 
letting  flip  the  time  actually  prCient,  that 
the  confideration  hereof  may  well  alarm 
every  firmer  ;  and  excite  him  to  make 
hafte  to  keep  God’s  commandments,  lell 
he  himfelf  fhould  be  another  fad  example, 
how  dangerous  it  is  to  delay  it ! 
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SERM  A  man  who  is  thoroly  and  properly 
EE  Icnfible  of  the  hazard  he  runs  by  delaying 
to  turn  his  feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies  ; 
of  the  danger  he  is  really  in,  every  mo¬ 
ment  of  his  delay,  of  being  undone  for¬ 
ever  ;  cannot  ufe  any  delay  in  this  mat¬ 
ter,  confiflently  with  the  known  princi¬ 
ples  of  human  nature,  and  the  motives 
by  which  men  are  influenced  to  action  : 
Which  makes  it  proper  and  neceflary  par¬ 
ticularly  to  inculcate  a  juft  fenfe  of  this 
their  danger  upon  them.  If  men  either 
disbelieve  the  great  and  fundamental  doc¬ 
trines  of  religion,  refpecting  future  re¬ 
wards  and  punilhments,  and  the  necefli- 
ty  of  a  pious  and  holy  life  ;  or,  if  believ¬ 
ing  thefe  things,  they  confidently  depend 
upon  living  long,  and  having  time  enough 
to  repent  and  amend  hereafter  ;  upon  ei¬ 
ther  of  thefe  fuppofitions  it  is  ealy  to  Con¬ 
ceive  it  poflible  for  them  to  perfevere  in 
their  wicked  courfes  ;  and  indeed  it  is 
improbable  that  they  fhould  do  otherwile. 
For  as  the  firft  of  thefe  errors  deftroys  the 
grand  motives  to  religion  in  general, 
by  wholly  taking  away'both  the  hope  of 
a  reward,  and  the  fear  of  punifhment ; 
the  latter  greatly  weakens  them,  by  re¬ 
moving  thefe  things  at  a  diftance  ;  and 
making  it  appear  fafe  for  a  man  to  in¬ 
dulge  his  lufts  for  the  preient,  of  which 
m  •  '  he 
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he  may  repent  fome  years  hence,  and  be  SERM 
faved  at  laft.  It  is  not  altogether  unnac-  HI* 
countable,  but  rather  to  be  fuppofed  as  a 
thing  of  courfe,  that  in  either  of  thefe 
cafes  a  man  will  go  on  in  his  tranfgreffi- 
ons.  But  it  is  hardly  to  be  conceived 
poffible  for  a  man,  who  firmly  believes 
the  great  do&rines  of  religion,  particular¬ 
ly  thofe  refpedling  a  future  Rate,  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  heaven,  and  the  miferies  of  hell ; 
and  who  has,  at  the  fame  time,  a  juft 
fenfe  of  his  frailty  and  mortality,  how  pre¬ 
carious  his  life  is,  how  foon  his  ftate  of 
trial  may  be  ended,  and  he  called  to 
receive  the  due  reward  of  his  deeds  ;  that 
this  may  be  on  the  morrow,  or  to-day,  the 
next  hour,  or  the  next  minute  ;  it  is  hard¬ 
ly  to  be  conceived  poffible,  I  fay,  for  a 
man  who  both  belie  ves  the  great  doctrines 
of  religion,  and  has  fuch  a  due,  thorough 
fenfe  of  the  uncertainty  of  his  life,  and 
ftate  of  probation,  and  the  danger  he  is,  in 
of  damnation,  while  he  continues  in  his 
fins,  to  delay  to  keep  God’s  command¬ 
ments.  No  1  he  will  of  courfe  make 
hafte  to  do  it,  left  death  and  deftruction 
fliould  fuddenly  overtake  him  :  he  will 
run,  he  will  fly  as  upon  the  wings  of  the 
wind,  or  on  the  winged  lightning,  that 
he  may  efcape  the  danger  which  hangs 
over  his  guilty  head,  and  make  his  calling 
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SERM  and  cle<ftion  fure.  .  The  man  who  fees 

_  _*  ,  bnt  an  s  or  hair  s-breadth,  as  it  were, 

'~“v  betwixt  himfelf  and  eternal  perdition,  (as 
all  wicked  men  who  believe  the  fcriptures 
would  do,  if  they  had  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
tmeertainty  of  their  lives)  will  furely  ne¬ 
ver  reafon  thus  abfurdly  in  his  heart  : 
“  When  I  am  fome  months  or  years  ol¬ 
der  ;  when  I  have  finilhed  the  wrorldly 
“  Schemes  I  am  now  fo  deeply  engaged 
m  ;  when  I  have  taken  my  fill  of  fen- 
“  hual  delights  ;  when  I  have  difobeyed, 
“  affronted  and  dilhonored  God,  by  in- 
“  bulging  my  lnfts  a  While  longer,  then 
“  whl  I  make  all  up  with  him  by  turning 
my  beet  unto  his  teftimonies,  and  keej> 

£’  ing  his  commandments  ;  fo  that  I  fhall 
‘  fecure  my  falvation  effectually,  without 
“  foregoing  my  prefent  finful  pleafures. 

“  I  can  ftn  with  fafety  to  myfelf  for  a 
t!  while  ;  and  be  wife,  and  pious,  and 
“  virtuous,  fome  time  hence,  when  my 
“  life  is  drawing  near  to  a  period.”  How 
abfurd  and  fenfelefs  would  fuch  reafon  ing 
be,  if  it  could  be  called  reafoning  ?  how 
unnatural  in  the  mouth  or  heart  of  a  fn- 
ner,  who  had  any  proper  fenfe  yof  human 
frailty,  the  precarioufnefs  of  his  life,  and 
the  confequence  of  death  to  thofe,  whom 
it  finds  unprepared  !  Can  you  fuppofe  it 
even  poftible  for  a  man,  duly  fenftble  what 

his 
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his  ftate  is,  to  have  fuch  thoughts,  and  SERM 
idle  notions  of  future  amendment,  palling  HI. 
in  his  mind  ?  No,  l'urely  :  The  language  nr-J 
of  a  finner’s  heart,  awakened  into  a  juft 
fenfe  of  the  fhortnefs  and  uncertainty  of 
human  life,  and  the  conlequences  of  death, 
will  be  of  a  quite  contrary  ftrain  :  “  I  have 
“  far  too  often  tranfgrelfed  God’s  com- 
“  mandments  already  ;  I  have  rifqued  my 
“  foul  far  too  long.  How  foolifh  and  bru- 
“  tilh  have  I  been  1  O  my  God  !  what 
“  have  I  been  doing  !  How  have  I  been 
“  provoking  thy  juft  difpleafure  !  I  am  a 
“  monumentof  thy  mercy, forbearance  and 
“  long-fuffering.  I  will  no  longer  tempt 
“  thy  vengeance,  and  hazard  the  lofs  of 
“  my  foul  :  I  have  done  iniquity  ;  I  will 
“  do  fo  no  more.  I  will  now,  even  while 
“  it  is  called  to  day,  turn  at  thy  reproof : 

“  I  will  make  hafte,  and  not  delay  to  keep 
“  thy  commandments ;  left  death  furprife 
“  me  unprepared  to  appear  before  thee  ! 

“  O  my  God,  help  me  to  put  thefe  my 
“  prefent  refolutions  into  pratftice  ;  and 
“  preferve  me  from  that  great  and  raoft 
“  dangerous  folly  of  deferring  my  repen- 
“  tance  to  another  day  !  ” 

This,  or  the  like,  will  ever  be  the 
language  of  that  man’s  heart,  who  truly 
believes  the'  great  doctrines  of  religion, 
who  duly  conftders  how  much  depends 

upon 
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SERM  upon  turning  his  feet  unto  God’s  teftimo- 

ni.es>  how  fhort,  how  very  uncer¬ 
tain  the  time  is,  which  is  alotted  him  for 
that  end.  It  is  not  fuppofeable  that  fuch 
a  man  fhouid  think  of  delaying  a  iingle 
day  to  make  his  peace  with  God  ;  to  feek 
an  mtereft  m  his  favour,  thro  him  that 
came  to  feek  and  fave  that  which  was  loft ; 
and  to  fecure  himfelf  againft  the  terrible 
effects  of  his  righteous  difpleafure.  You 
might  as  well  fuppofe  that  a  man  would, 
with  his  eyes  open,  precipitate  himfelf  in¬ 
to  the  fea,  01  leap  headlong  into  the  fire, 
as  that  fuch  a  perfon  would  perfevere  in 
the  indulgence  of  thofe  lulls,  which 
drown  men  in  deftrucftion  and  perdition  ; 
or  in  perpetrating  thofe  crimes,  for  which 
he  knows  he  may  fuddenly  be  call  into 
hell,  where  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the 
fire  is  not  quenched! 

An  d  hence  it  plainly  follows, that  what¬ 
ever  thofe  men  may  pretend,  who  go  on 
from  year  to  year  in  the  gratification  of 
tneir  finful  lufts  and  paffions,  they  do  not 
give  a  full  and  firm  aflent  to  the  impor- 
tam  doctrines  of  religion,  more  efpecially 
tiiofe  lefpecting  a  future  ftate  of  rewards 
•tiiid  punifhments,  or  elfe  they  have  not  a 
juft  fenfe  of  their  frailty,  the  uncertainty 
or  theii  lives,  and  the  time  of  their  proba¬ 
tion.  Either  they  have  fome  dou  pts  re¬ 
maining 
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maining  upon  their  minds,  refpeCting  the  SERM 
truth  of  what  religion  teaches  concerning 
the  perfections  and  moral  government  of 
God, and  the  coniequences  of  death  to  the 
righteous  and  wicked  refpeCtively  ;  or,  if 
they  really  and  fully  believe  thefe  things, 
they  are  not  duly  apprehensive  how  fhort 
and  precarious  their  time  here  is,  but 
molt  fondly  and  foolilhly  prefume  upon 
that  as  certain,  than  which  nothing  is  lefs 
fo,  viz.  that  they  fhall  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  repent  and  reform  hereafter.  One 
or  the  other  of  thefe  mult  needs  be  the 
cafe  :  There  is  no  poffibiiity  of  account¬ 
ing  for  their  conduct,  in  delaying  to  turn 
their  feet  unto  God’s  teltimonies,  in  any 
other  way,  without  contradicting  the 
known  principles  of  human  nature,  and 
the  motives  upon  which  men  conftantly 
a  Cl  in  all  other  matters  of  importance  to 
them.  The  former  fuppolition  may  pro¬ 
bably  be  the  truth  as  to  fome  wicked  men, 
even  amonglt  the  profelfors  of  religion  ; 
and  the  latter  as  to  others.  Some,  per¬ 
haps,  may  not  really  believe  thofe  great 
and  fundamental  articles  of  religion, 
which  they  profefs  ;  but  profefs  them  on¬ 
ly  for  form  and  falhion  fake,  to  avoid  the 
appearance  of  Angularity.  It  is  eafy  to 
account  for  the  conduct  of  fuch.  But 
there  may  be  others  who  really  believe 
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SERM  thefe  doftrines,  and  are  perfuaded  in  their 

!  *  j wn  rnin<^s5  that  their  eternal  well-being 

depends  upon  turning  to  God,  and  keep¬ 
ing  Ins  commandments,  during  the  prefent 
lie  ;  who  have  yet  never  once  thought 
feuoufly  and  juftly  of  the  uncertainty  of 
life  ;  who  have  never  learnt,  with  their 
other  arithmetic,  to  number  their  days  a- 
nght ;  nor  duly  confidered  the  hazard  of 
,  delaying,  on  a  prefumption  that  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  their  lives  is  far  diftant. 

Now  whatever  may  be  the  reafon  why 
other  perfons  neglect  to  return  to  God, 
the  more  immediate  caufe  why  thefe  lat¬ 
ter  defer  their  repentance,  is,  becaufe  they 
thus  put  far  away  the  time  of  their  death, 
and  thus  flatter  themfelves  with  future 
opportunities  of  amendment.  And  you 
are  fenflble  that  my  1  object,  and  the  main 
argument  and  defign  of  this  difeourfe, 
lead  me  more  particularly  to  guard  you 
againfl  this  error,  fo  natural,  and  almoft 
■  neceffary  a  caufe,  of  fecurity  in  fin.  It 
is  piobable  that  this  is  a  very  common,  if 
not  the  moft  general  and  fatal  delufon, 
which  people  who  believe  the  gofpel,  fall 
into  ;  and  which  keeps  finners  from  turn- 
mS  their  feet  unto  God  s  teffimonies 
without  delay.  The  devil  is  too  kill¬ 
ing  to  tempt  men  to  go  on  in  their  Ins 
xvith  their  eyes  wide  open,  and  while  they 

clearly 
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clearly  difcem  the  danger  of  it ;  he  knows  SERM 
this  would  be  to  little  purpofe.  The  great 
adverfary  of  our  fouls,  of  whofe  devices  ^ 
we  fhould  not  be  ignorant,  therefore  de¬ 
ludes  people  into  this  notion,  that  their 
lives  are  not  fo  very  precarious  as  is  pre¬ 
tended  ;  that  they  may,  and  probably  will, 
live  long;  that  they  need  not  be  in  halte; 
that  there  is  no  great  danger  of  delaying 
a  little  longer,  and  enjoying  the  pleafures 
of  fin  :  And  that  after  they  have  indulged 
their  lulls  a  few  years  more,  then  they 
may  repent,  and  work  out  their  falvation, 
and  do  it  with  double  diligence. 

I  call  this  a  delufion  of  the  devil,  not 
only  becaufe  all  vain  and  falfe  imagina¬ 
tions  in  general,  which  tend  to  make 
men  quiet  in  their  fins,  are  afcribed  to  him 
in  fcripture  ;  but  alfo  becaufe  it  is  in  it- 
felf  hardly  pollible  that  men  fhould  be  de¬ 
luded  in  this  manner,  and  run  into  fuch  a 
grofs  miflake,unlefs  they  were  under  fome 
llrange  infatuation  ;  unlefs,  in  fhort,  they 
were  in  fa£t  blinded  and  bewitch’d  by  that 
evil  fpirit,  that  worketh  in  the  children 
of  difobedience.  For  what  linner  could 
prefume  thus  upon  future  opportunities, 
and  on  that  foolifh  prefumption  make 
himfelf  eafy,  and  think  his  condition  fafe, 
were  he  not  under  the  influence  of  fome 


fpirit  even  worfe  than  his  own,  that  de¬ 
priv’d 
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SERM  priv’d  him  of  his  reafon  and  fenfes  ?  Is 

v  any  foundation  in  nature,  or  expe¬ 

rience,  for  fuch  prefumption  ?  Is  it  not 
even  contrary  to  common  fenfe  ;  confi- 
dering  what  our  lives  are,  their  natural 
frailty,  the  numerous  difeafes,  and  the 
many  cafualties,  if  I  may  call  them  fo,  to 
which  we  are  daily  expofed  ? 

Let  me  therefore  endeavour  to  refeue 
miferable,  mortal  Jinners,  out  of  the  fhare 
of  the  evil  one,  by  imprefling  this  plain, 
but  ufeful  fentiment  upon  their  hearts, 
that  it  may  be  written  there  as  with  a  pen 
of  iron  and  the  point  of  a  diamond,  as 
their  fins  are  written  in  the  book  of  God’s 
remembrance  ;  this  fentiment,  I  mean, 
that  their  lives  are  every  moment  uncer¬ 
tain.  You  can  have  no  dependence  up¬ 
on  any  future  feafon,  if  you  negledl  the 
prefent,  for  turning  to  God,  and  fecuring 
that  great  falvation  which  is  revealed  in 
the  gofpel.  In  the  language  of  feripture, 
now  is  the  accepted  time,  and  now  is 
the  day  of  falvation.  It  is  unreafonable 
to  allot  upon  that  time  which  may  never 
be  yours,  even  in  things  of  little  moment : 
but  to  allot  and  rely  upon  it  in  a  matter 

of  infinite  and  eternal  concernment,  and 

when,  if  you  fliould  happen  to  be  difap- 
pointed,  you  will  be  undone  forever,  this 
is  fuch  fottifhnefs  and  infatuation  as  can¬ 
not 


2SR 


EFiMNapp 


of  our  probationary  State.  95 

not  be  exprelTed  inWords :  Nor  could  any  SERM 
thing  give  an  idea  of  it,  fufficiently  ftrong  HI. 
and  affecting,  unlefs  perhaps  it  were,  the  v— -v— ■* 
groans,  and  fruitlefs  lamentations  of  the 
damned,  who  have  been  already  thus  de¬ 
luded  to  their  perdition !  One  would  think 
that  the  word  of  God  himfelf,  wherein  we 
are  fo  frequently  reminded  of  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  our  lives,  and  admonifhed  not  to 
“  boaft  ourfelves  of  to-morrow,”  might  be 
fufhcient  to  reclaim  us  from  this  folly  ; 
and  to  make  us  conftantly  look  upon 
ourfelves  as  dying  men,  even  tho  there 
were  no  other  argument  to  convince  us. 

But  if,  like  Thomas,  you  muft  needs  fee 
before  you  will  believe,  and  cry  out,  “  My 
“  Lord  and  my  God  1  ”  if  you  muft 
needs  fee,  in  order  to  your  being  con¬ 
vinced,  how  frail  and  precarious  human 
life  is  ;  come  with  me,  let  us  look  round 
the  world ;  and  then  tell  me  what  you 
fee  therein.  I  know  you  fee  that  the  old 
die :  But  tell  me,  do  you  not  fee  that  the 
young  die  alfo  ?  Doyou  not  fee  one  dying 
there,  who  was  juft  fetting  out  in  bufi- 
nefs  in  the  world,  with  a  fair  profpe<ft  of 
making  a  figure  in  it  ?  Do  you  not  here 
fee  even  children  falling  an  early  facrifice 
to  death  ?  And  muft  you  not  from  hence 
necefTarily  infer,  that  youth  is  no  fecurity 
at  all  againft  death,  how  much  foever 
1  '  you 
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SERM  you  may  rely  upon  it  ?  Do  you  not  fee, 
l11/  In  the  next  place,  that  men  of  the  greateft 
capacity  and  learning  die,  as  well  as  the 
foolifh  and  bruitilh  perfon  ?  and  confe¬ 
quently,.  that  great  parts,  and  acquired 
accomplifhments,  are  no  fecurity  to  you, 
tho  polfelfed  of  them,  and  glorying  in 
them  ?  In  the  next  place,  do  .you  not 
fee,  that  the  rich  die,  as  well  as  the 
poor  and  neceffitous  ?  and  confequently, 
that  great  worldly  poffeffions  are  no 
fecurity,  how  apt  foever  you  may  be  to 
think  and  fay,  you  have  much  goods  laid 
up  for  many  years  ?  Do  you  not  alfo 
fee,  that  the  princes  and  potentates  of 
the  earth  die,  as  well  as  men  of  low  de¬ 
gree  ?  and  confequently,  that  worldly 
power  and  dominion  are  no  fecurity  to 
the  poffeffors  of  them  l  that  tho  they  are 
gpds,  they  are  only  mortal  ones,  and  muff 
die  like  common  men  ?  Do  you  not  fee, 
that  the  ffrong  and  robuft  die,  as  well  as 
the  wreak  and  infirm  ?  and  confequently, 
that  that  which  men  are  of  all  other 
things  the  moft  apt  to  rely  upon,  health 
and  vigor  of  body,  are  no  fecurity  ?  In 
fine,  do  you  not  plainly  fee,  that  perfons 
of  all  thefe  different  ranks  and  conditions 
of  life,  often  die  fuddenly,  without  any 
confiderable  warning,  unlefs  it  be  that 
which  they  had  not  the  wifdom  to  take ; 
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I  mean  the  common,  vifible  mortality  of  SERM 
the  fpecies,  and  the  deaths  of  others,  of 
age,  rank  and  circumftances  parallel  to 
their  own  ?  You  cannot  deny,  but  that 
you  plainly  fee  all  thefe  things.  And  wilt 
thou  then,  O  vain  man,  boafl  thyfelf  of 
to-morrow  ?  Wilt  thou,  contrary  to  the 
evidence  of  thy  fenfes,  prefume  upon  the 
liability,  and  long  continuance  of  thy  life  ? 

Wilt  thou,  on  this  unreafonable  prefump- 
tion,  excufe  thyfelf  from  making  hafte  to 
keep  God’s  commandments  ?  Wilt  thou 
wage  heaven,  with  all  its  unfading  joys, 
that  thy  death  is  at  a  great  diftance  ?  And 
wilt  thou  confent  to  incur  the  pains  and 
torments  of  the  damned,  if  thou  fhouldft 
be  miflaken,  and  it  fhould  be  nigh,  even 
at  the  door  !  For  this  is  really  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  thy  delay,  if  thou  delayed;  upon 
the  preemption  I  am  now  fpeaking  of ; 
you  do  as  it  were  bet  your  immortal -fouls, 
that  tho  you  neglect  to  turn  your  feet  un¬ 
to  God’s  teftimonies  at  prefent,  yet  you 
fhall  not  want  an  opportunity  to  do  it 
hereafter.  And  what  can  be  more  irra¬ 
tional  than  to  rifque  fo  much  upon  fo 
flender  a  probability  ?  efpecially  confider- 
ing,  that  tho  you  fhould  not  be  miftaken 
and  difappointed,  yet  you  really  gain  no- 
thing  by  this  delay,  but  lofe  the  comforts 
and  bleffed  hopes  of  a  life  devoted  to  God  ? 

H  W  HAT 
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SERM  What  do  your  reafon  and  confidences 
HI.  anfwer  to  thefe  plain,  but  very  ferious  and 
important  queftions  ?  But  indeed  I  need 
not  alk  you  what  anfwer  they  make  :  for 
I  know  what  it  muft  of  neceffity  be,  if 
you  underhand  the  queftions,  and  the 
ground  of  them.  It  muft  needs  be,  that 
it  is  the  height  of  imprudence  and  madnefs 
to  defer  your  repentance  a  day,  or  hour 
longer  ;  that  you  will  forfeit  all  juft  pre¬ 
tentions  to  difcrete  and  wife  conduct,  if 
you  do  not  inake  hafte  to  keep  God’s 
commandments ;  fince  you  have  fo  great 
an  intereft  that  depends  upon  your  doing 
it  before  this  life,  which  is  fo  very  preca¬ 
rious,  is  brought  to  a  conclufion.  It  is 
impoflible  but  that  your  underftandings 
fhould  be  convinced  of  thefe  things ;  and 
God  grant  that  your  hearts  may  be  dif- 
pofed  to  follow  their  dictates  ! 

The  argument  which  has  been  infilled 
upon  in  this  difcourfe,  you  are  fenfible,  is 
drawn  wholly  from  a  confideration  of  the 
fhortnefs  and  uncertainty  of  that  fpace 
which  God  allows  us  for  repentance,  and 
working  out  our  falvation.  If  I  fhould 
live  to  preach,  and  you  to  hear,  any  more 
difcourfes  upon  this  fubje<ft,  you  may  ex¬ 
pert  to  hear  fome  other  arguments, tending 
to  fhow  you  the  importance  of  afting  the 
fame  part  which  the  Pfalinift  did,  who 
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tells  us  that  he  made  hafle,  and  delayed  SERM 
not  to  keep  the  commandments  of  God.  HI. 

T o  conclude  for  the  prefent ;  Let  me  '-"'v-*** 
befeech  you,  as  you  value  your  fouls,  fe- 
rioully  to  confider,  and  keep  in  your  re¬ 
membrance,  that  argument  which  lias 
now  been  improved  to  quicken  you  to 
your  duty.  Fix  it  in  your  thoughts,  that 
this  world  is  not  your  home  ;  that  you 
are  Rrangers  and  pilgrims  in  the  earth, 
as  all  your  fathers  were ;  that  you  are 
haftening  to  an  eternal  Rate,  a  Rate  of 
righteous  retribution  ;  that  you  can  have 
no  dependence  upon  to-morrow  ;  that 
you  may  be  in  another  world  before 
you  hear  another  fermon,  yea  before 
you  get  to  your  own  houfes  from 
the  lioufe  of  God,  where  the  preca- 
rioufnefs  of  life  has  been  reprefented 
to  you.  However  you  may  triumph  in 
the  thoughts  of  your  youth,  health  or 
Rrength,  you  have,  believe  it,  all  a  mor¬ 
tal  diRemper  now  upon  you ;  you  are  in 
a  confumption  ;  the  feeds  and  the  fen- 
fence  of  death  is  within  you  ;  it  cannot 
be  long  before,  and  it  may  be  very  foon 
that,  you  will  go  to  the  houfe  appointed 
for  all  the  living.  Watch  therefore,  and 
endeavour  to  be  prepared  for  your  great 
.  change;  for  you  know  neither  the  day  nor 
the  hour  wherein  it  will  come  upon  you. 

•  ,  H  2  When-  ' 
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SERM  Whenever  it  comes,  you  will  be  fenfible, 

lLi-  that  as  but  one  thing  is  needful,  fo  that 
claims  the  firft  and  la  It  attcntionof  man  ; 
and  that  all  other  cares,  belides  that  of 
the  foul,  are  foreign  from  his  true  intereff, 
and  therefore  little  better  than  mere  tri— 
fling.  One  might  be  confident,  that  a 
man  who  believes  the  fcriptures,  and  has 
a  due  fenfe  of  life’s  uncertainty,  cannot 
go  on  from  year  to  year,  in  the  known, 
wilful  violation  of  God’s  commandments, 
or  delay  to  turn  his  feet  unto  his  teffimo- 
nies.  A  man  muff  almofl  forget  that  he 
is  mortal,  to  be  fure  forget  that  he  is  eve¬ 
ry  hour  liable  to  death  and  its  confe- 
q uences,  before  he  can  be  eafy  in  his  fins. 
While  he  keeps  death  and  eternal  judg¬ 
ment  in  view,  and  confiders  how  foon 
and  fuddenly  he  may  be  called  out  of  the 
world  to  receive  his  recompence,  he  will 
of  courfe  be  conftrained  to  live  to  God, 
who  giveth  unto  all,  life  and  breath  and 
all  things  ;  and  upon  whom  all  intirely 
depend.  So  that  there  can  hardly  be  a 
prayer  more  proper  for  mortal  man  to  put 
tip  to  the  immortal,  invifible  and  eternal 
God,  than  that  of  thePfalmiff,  with  which 
I  conclude  ;  and  which  each  one  of  us 
fhould  make  with  fincerity  and  fervor,  as 
he  did,  while  we  are  muling,  and  the 
fire  burns Lord  1  make  me  to  know 
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mine  end,  and  the  meafure  of  my  days,  SERM 
what  it  is  ;  that  I  may  know  how  frail  HI* 

I  am.  Behold,  thou  haft  made  my 
days  as  an  hand-breadth,  and  mine  age 
is  as  nothing  before  thee  :  verily  every 
man  at  his  bell  eftate  is  altogether  va¬ 
nity — Surely  every  man  walketh  in  a 
vain  (hew :  furely  they  are  difquieted  in 

|  c  » 


yam 


c  Pfalm 
XXXIX, 

—  C? 


mm. 

WWWWW' 

i 

© 

© 

OO 

©o 

OQO 

©©© 

oo 

Tyrr^ii 

©o 

o 

*5*  - 

© 

SERMON 


102 


/ 


SERM 

IV. 


SERMON  IV- 


rJ  he  Reafonablenefs  and  Importance 
of  making  Hafte  to  keep  God’s 
Commandments.  The  fecond 
Argument  ^  drawn  from  a  Consi¬ 
deration  of  the  greater  Difficulty 
attending  aReformation,if  deferred 
til  the  Habits  of  Sin  are  confirmed 
and  Strengthened. 


PSALM  CXIX.  59,  do. 

I  THOUGHT  on  my  ways,  and  tunned 
my  feet  unto  thy  teflimonies  : 

I  AT HD E  hafte,  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy 
commandments . 

THE  reafonablenefs  and  importance 
of  making  hafte  to  keep  God’s 
commandments,  was  fhown  in 
the  laft  difcourfe  upon  this  fubjecf  from 

•'  “  •  a 
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a  confederation  of  the  Ihortnefs  of  human  SERM 
life,  and  the  uncertain  duration  of  this  *  • 
probationary  Rate.  It  was  then  intima¬ 
ted  to  you,  that  fome  other  arguments 
would,  by  God’s  leave  and  affiltance,  be 
infilled  upon,  in  order  to  quicken  you  in 
your  return  to  him,  and  to  Ihow  you  the 
unreafonablenefs  of  delay  in  this  matter. 
Accordingly  I  intend,  in  this  difcourfe,  to 
handle  another  argument  with  the  fame 
general  delign  of  exciting  you  to  a  fpeedy 
repentance,  and  reformation  of  your  lives  j 
tho  the  argument  will  be  quite  different 
in  kind  from  the  former. 


The  prefent  argument,  then,  fhall  be 
drawn  from  a  conlideration  of  the  greater 
eafe  of  reforming  now,  without  delay, 
than  there  will  be  hereafter,  if  we  put  off 
this  neceffary  and  important  work  to  a- 
11  other  feafon,  tho  we  were  fure  of  having 
another,  as  we  are  not.  Taking  it  for 
granted  that  you  have  as  many  years  cer¬ 
tainly  to  come,  as  you  may  perhaps  pre¬ 
fume  upon,  tho  nothing  is  lefs  certain  ; 
yet  if  by  delaying  your  return  to  God,  you 
will  render  ftill  more  difficult, what  feems 
fo  difficult  and  irkfome  to  you  at  prefent, 
it  is  plainly  the  diclate  of  wifdom  and 
prudence  to  make  halte,  and  not  to  defer 
it  to  another  time. 

H  4 
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When  any  thing,  be  it  what  it  will,  is 

donSerbv  m>P?rtance  au‘i  neceifity  to  be 

!u  }  us  Pome  tlme  or  other,  which 
wt  be  attended  with  difficulty,  and  re- 

«im  e  much  pains  and  labor,  whenever  it 

0  clone  ,  and  when  delaying  it  will  cer- 

°r  °.n,I7  Probably>  increafe  the 
difficulty,  this  is  a  plain  reafon  why  we 

1  lould  immediately  apply  ourfelves  to  the 
doing  of  it,  without  the  lofs  of  any  time, 
iheie  would  be  fome  plaufible  excufe 
yea,  in  many  cafes  a  fufficient  reafon  for 
delay,  provided  the  particular  bufmefs  be- 
iore  us  would  grow  eafier  and  eafier  up¬ 
on  our  hands,  the  longer  it  was  deferred  - 
provided  that  which  at  prefent  requires 

Pf -  and  Pelf-denial,  care  and 
v  atchfulnefs,  would  require  little  or  none 
iome  years  hence.  In  many  affairs  of  a 
■woi  c  y  natuie,  tho  not  in  all  univerfallv 
this  would  fully  juftify  a  delay,  and  even 
make  it  the  part  of  wifdom.  But  where 

Vm  re,veife  .°f  .this  is  true  ;  where  tbe 

ifliculty  will .  be  made  greater  by  pro- 
craftmation,  it  is  evidently  moil  reafonable 
ior  us  immediately  to  apply  ourfelves 
to  the  work  before  us  ;  that  fo  we  may 
fave  ourfelves  that  additional  degree  of 
toil  trouble  and  vexation,  'which  will 

be  the  certain  or  at  lead:  probable  confe- 
quence  of  delav. 
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The  general  rule  or  maxim  here  laid  SERM 
down,  is  indifputably  true,  and  univerfal-  IV. 
ly  acknowledged  by  men  in  their  fecular  ' — 
concernments.  All  men,  excepting  only 
the  foolifh,  flothful  and  improvident,  both 
acknowledge  it  true  in  fpeculation,  and 
aft  according  to  it,  in  their  worldly  affairs. 

D  oes  not  every  man,  who  is  but  tolerably 
wife  and  prudent  in  the  management  of 
his  affairs,  Itudy  and  contrive,  and  exert 
himlelf,  to  difpatch  them  with  all  fpeed, 
when  it  is  either  certain,  or  highly  pro¬ 
bable,  that  delays  will  create  new  diffi¬ 
culties  and  obftruftions  totheaccomplifh- 
tng  his  deflgns  ?  when  he  knows  that  what 
is  hard  to  be  executed  at  p  relent,  will*, 
in  all  likelihood,  become  hill  the  harder, . 
the  longer  it  is  deferred  ?  Do  riot  all  men 
of  all  ranks,  profeffions  and  ftations  in 
life,  reafon  thus,  and  aft  upon  this  prin¬ 
ciple  ;  except  only  the  foolifh,  negligent 
and  flothful,  as  was  intimated  before  ? 

Shew  me,  if  you  can,  any  of  thofe  chil¬ 
dren  of  this  world,  who  can  be  called 
wife  in  their  generation,  or  difcrete  in  the 
conduft  of  their  temporal  affairs,  who  do 
not  govern  themfelves  by  this  rule.  You 
can  Ihew  me  none,  who  do  not.  And 
fhould  not  we,  who  are  called  to  the 
kingdom  and  glory  of  God,  be  as  careful, 
prudent  and  provident  in  the  concerns  of 

our 
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SERM  our  fouls,  and  eternal  intereft,  as  the  men 
IV.  ^  of  the  world  generally  are  in  their  tempo- 
'  ral  concerns  ?  Or  rather,  fhould  we  not 
be  more  wary,  more  circumfpect,  more 
diligent,  more  ftudious  to  embrace  the 
fitted:  opportunity  for  working  out  our 
falvation,  than  they  are  to  compafs  their 
worldly  defigns  and  projects  ?  Certainly 
we  fhould  be  fo,  by  how  more  important 
and  neceflary  this  bufinefs  is  to  us,  than 
the  former  is  to  them.  We  fhould  take 
heed  left,  by  any  delay,  we  render  this 
molt  neceflary  work  of  amending  our 
hearts  and  manners,  more  difficult  and 
irkfome  than  it  would  be,  if  we  engaged 
in  it  immediately,  as  we  fhall  doubtlefs 
do,  if  we  delay  it  at  all. 

But  let  me  be  a  little  more  particular 
in  ffating  and  urging  this  argument 
for  making  hafte  to  keep  the  command¬ 
ments  of  God.  And  here,  allowing  all 
that  could  be  defired,  and  indeed  much 
more  than  is  true,  viz,  that  wicked  men 
might  depend  upon  many  years  to  come, 
and  be  certain  of  a  future  feafon  for  repen¬ 
tance,  tho  they  negledf  the  prefent ;  yet  e- 
ven  upon  thisfuppofition,!  fay, it  would  be 
their  wifdom  immediately  to  apply  them- 
felves  to  the  neceflary  work  of  reforma¬ 
tion,  becaufe  deferring  it  will  render  it 
the  more  irkfome  and  difficult,  and  cofl: 

them 
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them  the  more  pains  in  accomplifhing  it  SERM 
at  laft.  This  argument  confifts  of  the  fe-  IV. 
veral  parts  following,  which,  for  the  fake  ~  ,  l/ 
of  clearnefs,  it  will  be  proper  to  conftder 
difthnftly  :  viz. 

That  for  wicked  men  to  reform  their 
hearts  and  ways,  and  turn  their  feet  unto 
God’s  teftimonies,  is  a  work  of  abfolute 
neceflity  to  them  : 

That  it  will  be  attended  with  difficul¬ 
ty  and  felf-denial,  how  foon  foever  it  is 
engaged  in  : 

That  it  will  become  ftill  more  difficult 
by  being  delayed  :  And,  therefore, 

That  it  highly  concerns  them  to  en¬ 
gage  in  it  immediately  ;  to  make  hafte, 
and  not  delay  to  keep  God’s  command¬ 
ments. - Of  each  of  thefe  particulars  in 

its  order,  as  the  time  will  allow. 

It  was  obferved  then,  as  the  ground¬ 
work  of  the  prefent  argument,  and  what 
is  to  be  taken  along  with  us  throout,That 
for  wicked  men  to  reform  their  hearts  and 
ways,  and  turn  their  feet  unto  God’s  tel- 
timonies,  is  a  work  of  abfolute  neceflity 
to  them.  By  which  is  meant,  that  they 
are  intirely  undone  and  loft,  if  they  do  it 
not,  and  happy  forever  if  they  do  it. 

There  are  many  things,  which  a  man  may 
either  do  or  forbear,  without  any  confi- 

7  4/ 

derable  advantage  to  him  upon  one  hand, 

or 
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SERM  or  difadvantage  upon  the  other.  But 
_  Iiere>  the  gain  and  the  lofs  are  both  of 
them  beyond  comparifon  or  computation, 
being  both  infinite.  This  is  a  work  which, 
if  we  perform  it  in  the  day  of  our  vifita- 
tion,  will  gain  us  the  favour  of  almighty 
God,  will  infure  the  falvation  of  our 
fouls,  and  a  glorious,  incorruptible  inheri¬ 
tance  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  fo  that 
whatever  elfe  we  may  neglect,  yet  if  wre 
do  this,  we  fliall  be  happy  forever,  happy 
beyond  all  our  prefent  ideas  and  concep¬ 
tions.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  leave 
this  undone,  and  die  in  our  fins,  we  lhall 
incur  the  wrath  of  God,  we  lhall  lofe  our 
fouls,  and  have  our  portion  with  the  de¬ 
vil  and  his  angels  in  outer  darknefs  ;  fo 
that  whatever  elfe  we  may  do,  yet  if  we 
neglect  this,  we  lhall  be  wretched  forever, 
wretched  beyond  all  that  we  can  conceive 
of  wretchednefs  at  prefent.  >How  ne- 
ceflary  a  work  then,  mult  that  be,  upon 
the  performance  ornegled  of  which,  fo 
.much  depends !  In  our  worldly  affairs, we 
frequently  think  and  fpeak  of  this  and  the 
other  thing  as  necelfary,  which  are  by  no 
means  fo,  the  confequences  of  doing  or 
omitting  them,  not  being  very  material 
to  us  one  way  or  the  other.  But  this  is 
truly  necelfary ;  becaufe  our  great  and  e- 
ternal  interelt  is  infeparablv  connected 
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with,  and  depends  upon  it.  And  indeed  SERM 
all  that  was  faid  in  the  two  firft  difcourfes  I  ^ . 
upon  this  fubjedt,  concerning  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  turning  our  feet  unto  God’s  tefti- 
monies,  is  a  proof  of  the  great  and  ab- 
folute  neceffity  of  this  work,  in  the  fenfe 
of  the  term  neceffity,  as  here  ufed  :  So 
that  there  is  no  occafion  for  enlarging  any 
farther  here,  upon  this  point. 

It  was  obferved  in  the  next  place, That 
this  work  will  be  attended  with  difficulty 
and  felf-denial,  how  foon  foever  it  is  en¬ 
gaged  in.  To  correct  the  temper  and 
manners,  to  break  off  a  vicious  courfe  of 
life,  and  enter  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs, 
wall  at  any  time  require  great  refolution, 
and  coft  the  penitent  much  pains.  Even 
before  the  fleffi,  the  world  and  the  devil, 
have  eftablifhed  their  empire  over  a  man 
in  its  full  ftrength  and  power,  it  is  no 
eafy  thing  to  conquer  them,  and  throw 
off  their  oppreffive  yoke.  There  will  be 
many  a  ftruggle  betwixt  the  flefh  and  the 
fpirit  ;  there  muff  be  many  a  conflict  for 
the  dominion  over  us,  betwixt  the  world 
in  which  we  live,  and  that  world  which 
faith  difcovers  to  us;  there  will  be  many  a 
Itrife  and  conteft  betwixt  confcience  and 
the  evil  fpirit  that  worketh  in  the  children 
of  difobedience,  before  you  will  fully  re¬ 
cover  and  eftablifli  your  moral  liberty, 

and 
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SERM  and  get  into  a  fixed  habit  of  piety,  and 
*  ,  obedience  to  God’s  commandments.  I 

'  v  would  not  therefore  by  any  means  flatter 
you  with  the  thought,  that  you  will  not 
meet  with  difficulties,  with  many  difcou- 
ragements,  with  much  hard  labor,  and 
have  occafion  to  exercife  great  felf-denial, 
’ere  you  accomplifh  a  thorough  reforma¬ 
tion  in  yourfelves,  and  become  indeed  the 
fervants  of  God  and  righteoufnefs.  This 
would  be  to  fpeak  wickedly  for  God,  and 
to  deceive  you  to  your  hurt ;  whereas  it 
is  my  duty  to  forewarn  you  truly  of  what 
you  are  to  expeft,  that  you  may  fit  down 
and  count  the  coil,  and  be  the  better  pre¬ 
pared  to  encounter  the  difficulties  that 
may  arife  in  your  way.  Thefe  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  fo  many  and  great,  that  you  win 
often  be  ready  to  defpond,  thinking  them 
unfurmountable ;  and  that  tho  you  fhould 
flruggle  for  a  while,  yet  you  mu  ft  finally 
be  overcome,  and  fall  by  the  hands  of 
your  fpiritual  enemies.  This  is  what 
you  are  to  expert,  in  turning  your 
feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies,  how  much 
hafte  foever  you  may  make  to  do  it, 
and  how  refolutely  foever  you  may 
begin.  You  will  find  numerous  temp¬ 
tations  to  overcome,  which  will  require 
all  your  fortitude  and  ftrength,  and  with¬ 
out  them,  will  prove  too  hard  for  you. 

You 
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You  will  have  fnares  laid  in  your  way,  fo  SERM 
that  you  will  fometimes  be  furprifed  into 
fin,  and  caught  by  the  wiles  of  the  de- v 
flroyer,  before  you  was  aware  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  danger  you  was  in.  And  it  will 
coft  you  many  a  groan  in  fpirit,  many  a 
tear,  before  you  can  recover  yourfelves 
out  of  the  fnare,  and  from  under  the 
power  of  the  devil.  Even  the  young, 
altho  they  may  never  have  been  remar¬ 
kably  vicious,  will  be  no  Hrangers  to  thefe 
difcouragements  and  difficulties,  when 
they  fet  themfelves  in  earned:  to  feek  and 
ferve  their  Creator.  Nor  is  it  proper  that 
they  fliould  be  fed  up,  and  deluded,  with 
the  contrary  notions,  that  all  will  be  eafy 
and  pleafant  to  them  at  their  firft  fetting 
out  in  a  life  of  religion,  and  obedience  to 
God’s  commandments  ;  which  might  be 
of  very  hurtful,  if  not  fatal  confequence 
to  them. 

Although  the  ways  of  wifdom  are 
truly  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  hep 
paths  peace,  yet  they  are  fo  only  to  thofe 
who  have  fairly  entered  into  them,  and 
for  fome  ffiort  time  at  lead:,  been  walking 
therein  ;  who  have  gotten  the  maftery  of 
their  lulls,  and  brot  their  paffions  into  fub- 
jeftion  to  the  laws  of  God  and  reafon.  In. 
doing  this,  the  difficulty  lies  ;  in  getting 
into  the  right  way  tin  thus  fubduing  your 

lulls, 


SERM  1  afts,  and  regulating  your  paffions :  And 
.  ‘  heiein  there  ever  was, and  always  will  be, 

great  difficulty,  how  much  eafe  and  plea- 
iuie  loevei  there  may  be  in  the  exercifes 
of  piety  and  virtue,  after  the  habit  of  them 
is  in  fome  good  meafure  gained.  The  fe¬ 
vering  of  your  hearts  from  the  world, from 
all  the  lulls  and  vanities  of  it,  and  devo¬ 
ting  it  to  God,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the 
gofpel  makes  indifpenfably  neceflary  to 
lalvation,  w7ill  ordinarily  caufe  pain  and 
anguilh,  equal  to  that  of  cutting  off  a 
right  hand,  or  plucking  out  a  right  eye  ; 
yea,  it  will  be  like  rending  the  heart  it- 
felf  afunder  ;  which  may  be  one  reafon 
why  repentance  is  exprelfed  in  fcripture, 
by  the  metaphor  of  “  a  broken  heart.  ” 
It  may  be  added,  that  it  would  not  be  on¬ 
ly  difficult,  but  altogether  impracticable, 
for  fanners  to  fubdue  their  lulls,  to  change 
their  carnal  minds,  and  ferve  God  accept¬ 
ably,  were  it  not  for  the  grace  and  affif- 
tances  of  his  holy  Spirit,  thro  which  all 
things  are  poffible.  Without  him  they 
can  do  nothing  effe&ual  to  their  falvation. 
But  his  word  gives  them  reafon  to  hope, 
and  firmly  to  expecft,  that  if  they  are  not 
wanting  to  themfelves,  he  “  will  not  fuf- 
“  fer  them  to  be  tempted  above  that  they 
“  are  able  ;  but  will  with  the  temptation 
“  make  a  way  to  efgape,  that  they  may 
k  1  .  “be 
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“  be  able  to  bear  it  and  not  labor  in  bERM 
vain,  or  fpend  their  firength  for  nought.  ^  '''  • 
But  however  unable  you  are  to  con- 
Vert  you  rfelves  from  the  love  of  your  lulls 
to  the  love  of  God  ;  and  altho’  his  pow¬ 
er  is  exerted  in  the  change  of  every  fi li¬ 
ner’s  heart,  that  is  effectually  changed  ; 
yet  you  are  not  to  imagine  that  his  Spi¬ 
rit  operates  herein  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  iuperfede  the  neceffity  of  the  firmer ’s 
labor  and  endeavours,  or  to  exempt  him 
from  all  pain  and  toil  and  trouble,  in 
turning  to  God.  We  may  indeed  fup- 
pole  it  poffible  for  God  to  turn  a  firmer 
to  himfelf,  without  any  pain5or  difficulty, 
or  labor  to  the  tinner.  But  it  is  certain 
that  this  is  not  the  way,  in  which  he  ac¬ 
tually  works  upon  the  hearts  of  wicked 
men  in  their  convention.  His  almighty 
lower  is  not  exerted  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
eaves  them  no  work  to  do,  no  tempta¬ 
tions  and  difficulties  to  ftruggle  with,  no 
lelf-denial  to  praclife.  For  all  who  have 
sver  been  truly  converted  from  their  fins 
:o  God,  have  actually  found  thefe  difficul- 
:ies  in  their  way,  and  found  by  their  own 
experience  the  neceffity  of  exerting  them- 
elves  to  the  utmoft,  in  order  to  furmount 
hem.  And  all  theories  and  fpeculations, 
chemes  and  notions,  whether  refpe&ing 
hings  natural  or  things  fpiritual,  mult 
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TV  certainly  give  way  to  what  is  plain  mat- 
tei  of  tact  and  experience,  if  there  is  any 
difagreement  betwixt  them. 

Let  every  finner  therefore,  whether 
old  or  young,  remember  thefe  two  things, 
of  great  importance  to  be  kept  in  mind 
by  him  ;  That  without  grace  and  help 
trom  above,  he  cannot  effectually  change 
his  own  heart,  fo  as  to  be  made  lit  for 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  :  And,  That  he 
mult  co-operate  with  the  good  Spirit  of 
God  in  turning  to  him.  He  mult  not 
imagine  that  God  will  give  him  his  Spi¬ 
rit  in  luch  manner  and  meafure,  as  will 
leave  him  no  work  to  do,  no  trials  and 
conflicts  to  go  thro,  no  temptations  and 
difficulties  to  vanquifh.  He  mult  learn 
to  endure  toil  and  hardlhip,  if  he  hopes 
to  become  a  good  foldier  of  Jefus  Chrilt; 
he  mult  exert  himlelf  with  diligence, 
prayer  and  watchfulnefs.  This  is  as  cer¬ 
tain  upon  one  hand,  as  it  is  upon  the 
other,  that  all  his  pains  and  labor  would 
be  ineffectual,  without  the  bleffing  of  God 
upon  them.  Wicked  men  are  required 
tn  the  holy  fcriptures,  not  only  to  “  Itrive 
to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate,  ”  which  our 
Saviour  fays  was  found  but  of  few,  at  lead 
in  that  age  and  country  wherein  he  lived ; 
but  they  are  even  required  to  “  make 
xviii  31  “  a  new  heart,  and  a  new  fpirit.  ”  b 
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Which  admonitions  evidently  fuppole,  SERM 
that  they  have  fomewhat  to  do,  which  iV. 
is  their  own  proper  work,  in  their  con-  — * 

verfion  to  God  and  his  righteous  ways. 

And  indeed,  were  not  this  true,  as  well 
as  that  the  grace  and  affiffance  of  God’s 
Spirit  are  neceffary  to  that  end,  a  great 
part  of  the  fcriptures  mull  either  have  no 
meaning  at  all,  or  elfe  naturally  convey 
a  fenfe  which  is  repugnant  to  truth  :  To 
fuppole  either  of  which,  would  be  highly 
derogatory  to  them, and  blalphemy  againft 
the  Spirit  that  infpired  them. 

But  not  to  digrefs  any  farther  from 
the  particular  point  before  us.  It  is  moll 
certain  that  all  finners,  even  the  young 
not  excepted,  will  find  many  trials  and 
difficulties,  whenever  they  apply  them- 
felves  to  the  working  out  their  falvation  ; 
much  labour  and  pains  will  be  requifite, 
and  great  felf-denial,  till  fuch  time  as  they 
have  made  lome  confiderable  attainments 
in  religion.  However,  this  fhould  by  no 
means  diicourage  or  deter  any  from  at- 
tem  pting  a  reformation  of  themfelves,  with 
God  s  afliflance,  which  will  not  be  denied 
to  them  that  feck  it  aright.  Whatever  dif¬ 
ficulties  may  attend  this  work,  yet,  as  was 
obferved  to  you  above,  it  is  a  work  of 
abfolute,  indifpenfible  neceffity  to  you  : 

V011  mull  either  turn  your  feet  untoGod’s 
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^  teftimonies  and  keep  his  commandments, 
,  ’  ‘  or.  e“e  be  condemned  as  the  tranfg'refibrs 

yj,  diem, in  the  judgment  of  the  great  day. 
I  iseie  is  no  medium  betwixt  turning  and 
according  to  the  expreftion  in  the 
x  lophet,  I  urn  ye,  turn  ye,  for  why 
“  will  ye  die,  Ohoufeof  Ifrael  !  ”  It  may 
be  hard  and  irkfome  to  you  to  forfake 
your  fins ;  but  will  it  not  be  much  har- 
der,  and  more  irkfome,  to  undergo  the 
penalty  or  puniftiment  of  them  in  hell  ! 
Now  as  this  work  of  reformation  is  abfo- 
l  utely  neceffary  in  order  to  your  falvation, 
fo  the  fooner  you  engage  heartily  in  it, 
the  better  it  will  be  for  your  felves.  For, 
as  it  was  obferved  above, 

It  will  become  ftill  more  difficult  by 
being  delayed.  The  longer  it  is  put  offi 
the  more  grief,  pain  and  trouble  it  will 
coil  the  finner,  whenever  he  turns  his 
feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies.  This  after-- 
tion  is  grounded  chiefly,  tho’  not  intirely, 
upon  the  common,  well-known  maxim, 
that  vicious  habits  in  general  are  ftrength- 
ned  by  time,  ’til  they  are  rooted  out  and 
defhoyed  by  the  efficacy  of  religion,  and 
tne  grace  of  God  :  A  maxim,  as  certainly 
true,  agreeable  to  experience,  and  to  the 
do&rine  of  fcripture,  as  it  is  common  in 
the  mouths  ol  men.  The  longer  anv 
have  been  finning  againft  God,  the  more 
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hardened  they  are  of  courfe  againft  the  SERM 
fear  of  him,  and  the  farther  do  they  go  IV, 
a  It  ray  from  him  in  the  by-paths  of  folly 
and  wickednefs  ;  and  the  harder  it  will 
confequently  be  for  them  to  correct  their 
tempers,  to  reform  their  lives,  to  turn 
their  feet  unto  his  iteftirnonies,  and  walk 
in  his  righteous  ways.  Wicked  men 
grofly  deceive  themfelves,  or  are  deluded 
by  the  devil,  if  they  imagine,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  the  power  of  fm  and  corrup¬ 
tion  in  them  will  decay  merely  by  length 
of  time,  without  their  oppoling  it  ;  and 
that  if  they  delay  to  keep  God’s  com¬ 
mandments  for  a  feafon,  they  fhall  find 
repentance  and  reformation  an  eafier 
work,  than  it  would  be  at  prcfenf.  The 
reverie  of  this  is  moll  certainly  the  truth. 

And  yet  it  is  highly  probable,  that  many- 
wicked  men,  unwilling  to  part  with  their 
fins  at  prelent,  for  the  love  they  bear  to 
them,  fecretly  flatter  themfelves  that  this 
will  be  the  cafe  ;  and  upon  fuch  a  ground¬ 
sels  fuppofition,  and  fond  prefumption, 
indulge  their  lulls  year  after  year,  ’til  they 
are  grown  old  in  iniquity.  They  feem 
to  imagine,  if  I  may  lo  exprefs  it,  that 
they  can  fin  away  their  fins,  if  they  take 
time  for  it ;  and  that  the  corrupt  foun¬ 
tain  in  their  hearts  may  run  it  felf  dry, 
and  be  quite  exhaulted,  by  the  plentiful 
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SERM  ftreams  flowing  from  it  in  a  fucceflion  of 
^  ^  ,  years  !  But  alas  !  that  impure  fountain 

within  them,  Irom  whence  proceed  evil 
thoughts,  murders,  adulteries,  deceits,  and 
other  immoralities,  is  not  thus  to  be  ex- 
haufted.  It  is  plentifully  fupplied,  and 
will  be  kept  full,  how  great  rivers  and 
floods  of  iniquity  foever  are  conftantly 
pouring  from  it.  Yea,  if  pains  be  not 
leafonably  taken  to  cut  off" its  latent, fecret 
fources,  it  will  rife  higher  and  higher,  ’til 
it  exceeds  all  banks  and  bounds ;  fo  that 
it  will  be  next  to  impodible  to  reduce  and 
confine  it,  or  prevent  its  drowning  the 
iinner  in  deftrucfion  and  perdition.  *  If  it 
would  be  difficult  for  you  to  bridle  and 
re II rain  your  lulls  now,  how  will  you 
conquer  them  when  they  are  grown  far 
more  violent  and  head-drong  ?  The  words 
of  the  prophet,  tho  perhaps  Ipoken  with 
another  view,  may  yet  be  accommodated 
to  the  point  in  hand  :  “  If  thou  had  run 
“  writh  footmen,  and  they  have  wearied 
“  thee, then  how  canfl  thou  contend  with 
,  “  horfes  ?  and  if  in  the  land  of  peace 

“  Wherein  thou  truftedd,  they  wearied 

“  thee,  then  how  wilt  thou  do  in  the 
r  jer,xn.  it  jfvvelling  of  Jordan'  ?”  ,  \ 

S  i  n  is  not  only  a  cruel  and  definitive, 
but  a  fade  and  treacherous  enemy  :  and 
thro  this  deceitfulnefs.  the  heart  is  infen- 
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fibly  more  and  more  hardened.  This  SERM 
mortal  foe  comes  to  men  under  the  enga-  IV. 
ging,  fyren  form  of  pleafure,  binding  them 
without  rehftance  in  her  loft  and  lilken 
bands,  which  they  imagine  they  can  break 
and  call  off  whenever  they  pleafe.  But, 
alas  !  they  foon  become  ftronger  than  all 
Delilah’s  green  withs  and  cords,  fo  that  a 
Sampfon  could  not  break  them  in  funder, 
without  the  affillance  of  One,  greater  than 
the  “  ftrong  man  armed.  ”  We  do  not. 
only  read  in  fcripture,  that  wicked  men 
lhall  wTax  worfe  and  worfe  ;  (which  is 
equally  true  of  feducers,  and  the  feduced, 
led  away  with  divers  lulls)  but  we  are 
frequently  warned  concerning  the  danger 
of  llrong,  inveterate  habits  of  fin,  con¬ 
tracted  by  ufe  and  cullom  ;  tind  the  great 
difficulty  of  overcoming  them.  Yea,  it  is 
fometimes  reprefented  as  being  almoll  na¬ 
turally  impoffible,  as  well  as  morally  fo, 
for  men  who  have  long  indulged  their 
lulls,  to  get  the  victory  over  them.  “  Can. 
the  ^Ethiopian  change  his  Ikin,  or  the 
leopard  his  fpots  ?  then  may  ye  alfo  do 
“  good,  that  are  accullomed  to  do  evil/?”  <jjer.xin 
Thefe  words  of  the  prophet,  to  fay  the  23. 
lealt,  plainly  imply,  that  the  longer  men 
fin,  and  give  the  reins  to  their  ungodly 
lulls  and  paffions,  the  lefs  inclination,  and 
the  lefs  moral  power,  (if  there  be  any 
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SERM  ieal  difference  betwixt  thefe  things)  they 
.  — _  j  wl^  ordinarily  have  to  forfake  their  eril 

ways,  and  to  keep  God's  commandments. 
i  aen  love  to  lin,  and  their  averfion  to 
holinefs,  will  generally  be  ftrong  in  pro- 
poition  to  the  length  of  time  they  have 
bee  n  alienated  from  Ood,  and  the  degree 
to  which  they  have  indulged  their  lulls  : 
Which  being  the  cafe,  renders  their  re- 
•  formation,  humanly  fpeaking,  fo  much 
the  more  difficult  and  improbable. 

It  is  not  indeed  to  be  denied,  that  a 
perfon’s  inclination  to  1’ome  particular  fins 
may  be  naturally  lefiened  by  time,  age 
and  experience  ;  I  mean,  lefiened  of 
courfe,  without  any  efforts  or  endeavours 
of  the  perfon  himfelf  to  amend  his  ways. 
But  then  iris  inclination  to  other  particu- 
Itu  fins  will  naturally  and  of  courfe  be 
if  lengthened,  in  the  fame,  if  not  in  a 
greater  proportion.  Man  is  not  alike 
difpofed  to  the  fame  fins  at  all  periods  of 
his  life  ;  but  has,  like  the  year,  various 
fea  fons,  which  produce  a  variety  of  fruits. 

\  on  lee  in  the  natural  world,  1  mean  up- 
~  oil  this  eaitli,  now  under  the  nralediclion 
of  heaven,  that  there  are  certain  poifon- 
ous  weeds,  and  evil  fruits,  proper,  and 
almoft  peculiar,  to  every  month,  from 
the  firff  opening  of  the  fpring  to  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  winter.  There  is  a  fuccefiion 

of 
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of  them,  even  upon  the  fame  foil  ;  one 
dies,  ill  appearance,  ftill  leaving  its  root 
alive  in  the  earth,  and  another  fprings  up 
and  flourifhes  in  its  Head.  Thus  it  is  with 
mankind  and  their  vices  :  The  carnal 
heart  of  man  is  a  foil,  fruitful  of  evil  ;  lo 
that  even  in  the  early  fpring  of  life,  you 
will  often  fee  many  corrupt  fruits  produ¬ 
ced  from  it.  For,  in  the  language  of 
feripture,  “  the  wicked  are  ettranged  from 
“  the  womb  :  they  go  aftray  as  loon  as 
“  they  are  born  fpeaking  lies.”  And  altho 
fome  of  thefe  evil  weeds,  thefe  follies  and 
vices  of  childhood,  l'eem  to  die  away  of 
themfelves,  yet  the  root  of  bitternefs  is 
ftill  alive  :  And  unlefs  religion,  a  virtuous 
education,  and  the  grace  of  God  prevent, 
thefe  vices  will  be  followed  by  others, 
proper  to  youth  ;  thefe  by  others,  proper 
to  manly,  mature  life  ;  and  thefe  ftill  by 
others,  more  natural  to  old  age.  So  that 
in  every  feafon  of  life,  even  from  its  ear¬ 
ly  bloom  to  the  winter  of  age,  you  will 
fee  a  large  crop  of  vices,  but  too  naturally 
growing  and  flourifhing  upon  this  bad 
ground.  Tho  the  leaves  fall  off,  and  the 
branches  wither  away,  at  certain  times, 
the  poifonous  root  of  all  is  ftill  green, 
ftrong  and  vigorous  in  the  heart :  It  re¬ 
mains  like  the  root  of  the  emblematic  tree, 

which  Nebuchadnezzar'  faw  in  his  vifion, 

with 
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SERM  with  a  band  of  iron  and  brafs  in  the 

Jvw  eSth;  Tn  after  the  leaves  are  ihaken 
r  ir  u  c  branches  lopped,  and  the  tree  it- 
e  r,  hewed  down  :  An  intimation  that  his 
kingdom  remained  Pure  to  him ;  and  that 
after  his  Teeming  ruin,  he  fhould  rife  to 

greater  glory  and.  majefty  than  ever.  Thus 

does  fin  Hill,  live  and  reign  in  the  hearts 
of  the  wicked,  ’til  the  “  axe  is  laid  to  the 
“  root  of  the  tree  ;  ”  tho  forne  particular 
vices  may  appear  to  die  away  with  time. 
Others,  and  more  enormous  ones,  will 
piobably  fucceed  to  thefe,whofe  tops  will 
reach  to  the  very  heavens  :  And  the  em- 
pue  of  fin  is  not  only  lure  and  certain, 
but  enlarged  continually  ;  and,  if  I  may 

fo  exprefs  it,  a  more  “  excellent  majefty 
,s  is  given  to  it.” 

It  is  indubitably  certain,  that  ’til  a  man 
lets  about  reforming  his  heart  and  ways 
in  earneft,  he  will  really  grow  worfe  and 
worfe,  whether  he  is  fenfible  of  it  or  not 
himfelf ;  and  tho  it  may  feem  to  himfelf 
and  others,  that  he  has  forfaken  divers  of 
bis  youthful  follies  and  vices  ;  yea,  tho  it 
may  be  true,  he  does  not  actually  live  in 
the  outward  practice  of  them.  He  may 
pet  haps  flatter  himfelf  that  he  fhall  drop 
»dl  the  tell  by  degree's,  without  taking  a- 
ny  pains  to  get  rid  of  them,  as  the  adder 
drops  his  fkin.  However,  the  ferpent 
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ftill  remains  a  ferpent  in  nature  ;  he  is  dal-  SERM 
ly  growing  an  older  and  more  venomous  ^  '  x 

one  ;  and  a  new  fkin  will  as  naturally 
fucceed,  as  the  other  fell  off.  And  in  like 
manner,  ’til  the  finner  actually  returns  to 
God  by  unfeigned  repentance,  he  grows 
more  and  more  a  finner :  He  does  at  bed:, 
only  exchange  his  old  vices  for  new  ones, 
and  thofe  probably  greater.  The  poifon 
of  afps  is  If  ill  under  his  tongue,  and  in 
his  heart,  which  will  vent  itfelf  in  fome 
way  or  other  :  And  all  the  time,  while 
the  deluded  wretch  fancies  his  vices  are 
leaving  him,  he  is  growing  into  a  nearer 
refemblance  of  that  “  old  ferpent,  called 
“  the  devil  and  fatan,  which  deceiveth  the 
“  whole  world.”  The  natural  principle 
of  confcience  will  be  infenfibly  weakened 
in  him  ;  his  heart  will  grow  more  callous 
and  unfeeling  ;  his  power  ol  fell-govern¬ 
ment  will  gradually  be  loif  ;  and  the  em¬ 
pire  of  fin  in  general  will  be  the  more 
firmly  eltablilhed  in  his  foul,  the  longer 
it  is  fubmitted  to,  and  indulged  :  So  that 
a  reformation  will  become  much  more 
difficult  than  it  would  otherwife  have 
been.  According  to  the  ellablifhed  order 
of  things,  and  the  method  of  God’s  deal¬ 
ing  with  us,  in  our  fpiritual  concernments, 
it  is  pall  doubt,  that  we  may  much  eafier 
turn  our  feet  unto  his  teftimonies,  foon 


1 2  4  ^he  difficulty  of  Reforming 

T  have  •ro"f  Ihem’  and  before  we 

Foi-,  as  has  been  intimated  before^Ttls 

'  cand  h*  t|US  Cfre  t0  talk  of  what  God 
ce  i co  by  his  almighty  power,  and  how 

y  he  can  convert  the  molt  obdurate 

5nnei  to  hlmfeif=  ev’en  without  giving  the 
hnner  any  pain,  trouble  or  '  difficulty 

However  poffible  this  may  be,  yet  furehy 

heT-nn°f  theTlealt  Sround  to  hope,  that 
lie  will  m  fad  do  thus.  No,  verily :  They 

^io  enter  into  life  at  all,  mull  /rive  and 
iaboi  to  do  it  ;  exerting  themfelves  with 
?•  al3lge_ncc  to  work  out  their  own  falva- 
uon  wane  God  by  his  providence,  word. 
f.  “  Spirit,  is  drawing  them,  and  working 
,  !  them  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good 
pieafuie  And  the  looner  they  fet  about 
■  mis  neceffiiry  work,  the  lefs  farrow  will 
tJiey  give  themfelves. 

Ha  vino  therefore  eflabliffi’d  thefe  ore- 
nuies,  the  conclufion  cannot  be  denied, 
f  uan  Js  thus  :  Since  repentance  and  re- 
ormation  are  abfolutely  neceffary  to  our 
lalvation  ;  fince  tins  work  is  painful  and 
difficult  whenever  it  ^engaged  in  ;  and 
hnce  it  wnl  certainly  become  more  fo  by 
•being  delayed  ;  the  moll  wife  and  prudent 
courle  is,  to  make  halte,  and  immediately 

to 
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to  apply  ourfelves  to  it.  It  is  lolly  to  put  SERM 
it  off  another  day  or  hour.  You  Ihould  IV. 
even  now  refolve  to  amend  your  ways ; 
your  hearts  fhould  even  now  be  lifted  up 
to  God  in  the  heavens,  in  the  exercife  of 
humble  repentance  for  what  is  already 
pall  ;  in  prayer  for  the  pardon  of  it,  and 
that  he  would  grant  you  thofe  affiftances 
of  his  bleffed  Spirit,  which  are  needful  in 
order  to  your  forfaking  your  fins,  and 
keeping  his  holy  commandments  for  the 
future. 

Some  may  perhaps  fay  in  their  hearts, 
that  this  is  hard  doctrine.  4  May  I  not 
4  indulge  my  favourite  luff  a  little  longer  ? 

*  Mult  I  now,  tho  in  the  bloom  and  vi- 
‘  gor  of  life,  mortify  my  members  which 
‘  are  upon  the  earth  ?  Mult  I  now  take 
4  my  heart  from  the  world,  on  which  I 
4  have  bellowed  it,  and  give  it  to  God  1 
4  How  can  I  endure  the  thought  of  fo 
4  fudden  and  fpeedv  a  change  !  Let  me 
4  walk  in  the  way  of  my  heart,  and  in  the 
4  fight  of  my  eyes,  but  a  few  years  longer ; 

4  and  then  will  I,  without  reluctance,  turn 
4  at  God’s  reproof,  and  devote  myfelf  to 
4  his  fervice  !  ’  But,  O  child  of  difobedi- 
ence,  guilt  and  folly  !  I  tell  thee,  and 
know  thou  it  for  thy  good,  that  tho  thou 
Ihouldll  live  a  few  years  longer,  as  thou 

prefumelt,  yet  by  perfilting  thus  in  thy 

evil 
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5ERM  evil  courfes  for  the  prefent,  thou  art  mak- 
1V‘  WS  hard  and  bitter  work  for  thyfelf.  Thou 
al  c.  making  that  which  thou  now  thinkefl 
lo  irkfome  and  difficult,  far  more  fo.  For 
every  wilful  fin  thou  committed;  after  this 
time,  thou  wilt  pay  an  additional  groan, 
whenever  thou  repented:  of  thy  fins  in  ge¬ 
neral  :  For  every  commandment  thou 
breakeft  after  this,  one  of  thy  heart-firings 
will  be  broken,  whenever  thou  corned; 
ferioufly  to  think  on  thy  ways,  and  to  re¬ 
form  them  :  For  every  criminal  indul¬ 
gence,  tho  attended  with  prefent  pleaiure, 
thou  wilt  undergo  pangs  of  diflrefs  and 
anguifh,  another  day  :  And  whenever 
thou  bury  eft  thy  follies  and  vices,  thou 
wdlt  weep  over  them  as  it  were  tears  of 
blood  ;  not  that  they  are  dead,  but  that 
they  lived  fo  long  ;  and  that  thou  wad;  fo 
foolilh  as  to  nourifh  them  up  from  dwarfs, 
til  they  became  as  giants,  that  warred  a- 
gainfl  heaven,  and  thy  own  foul,  fo  long. 
Thou  art  at  lead  treafuring  up  unto  thy¬ 
felf  forrow  in  this  world,  againfl  the  day 
of  forrow,  I  mean,  of  repentance  ;  if  not 
wrath,  againfl  the  day  of  wrath,  and  the 
revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of 
God.  Wilt  thou  not  then  be  perfwaded  to 
make  hafte  ?  Wilt  thou  flill  delay  to  keep 
God’s  commandments  ?  Wilt  thou  be 
willing  to  pay  in  tears  and  groans  another 

I  .  '  day, 
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day,  for  thy  prefent  criminal  indulgences  ?  SERM 
Wilt  thou  make  that  which  now  feems  fo  IV. 
difficult  to  thee,  abundantly  more  difficult, *v— ^ 
by  procraltination  ?  Wilt  thou  now  deli¬ 
berately  choofe  and  a£l  that  part,  which 
thou  muft  fo  bitterly  repent  of  hereafter  l 
Or  canft  thou  think  it  confident  with  wil- 
dom  and  prudence,  to  do  that  now,  for 
which  thou  wilt,  fome  time  or  other,  con¬ 
demn  thyfelf  as  a  fool  ?  yea,  for  which 
thou  mayeft  perhaps  be  condemned  of 
God,  when  fighs,  and  groans,  and  wail¬ 
ings,  will  be  of  no  fervice  to  thee  ! 

To  draw  to  a  conclufion  ;  let  me  ear- 
neftly  hefeech  every  impenitent  finner 
prefent,  ferioufly  to  conllder  what  has 
been  faid,  refpe<5ting  the  greater  difficulty 
he  will  find  hereafter  in  reforming  his 
ways,  if  God  peradventure  ffiould  give 
him  an  opportunity  for  it,  than  he  would 
find  at  prefent.  It  is  certain  from  fcrip- 
ture,  and  both  reafon  and  experience  con¬ 
firm  it,  that  vice  and  wickednefs  long  in¬ 
dulged,  become  more  hard  to  be  fubdued ; 
that  tho  the  external  exertions  and  ma~ 
nifeftations  thereof  in  the  lives  and  actions 
of  men,  ffiould  not  be  multiplied,  or  be¬ 
come  more  fignal  and  obfervable,  yet  the 
habit  and  dominion  of  fin  in  the  heart 
will  be  ftrengthened  ;  and  the  moral  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  foul,  becoming  more  diftorted 
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SERM  and  monftrous,  be  the  harder  to  be  re- 
ubmned  to  the  image  and  likenefs  of  God. 
1  hls  argument  for  making  hafte,  is  of 
great  weight ;  and  fhews,  of  itfelf,  the 
great  folly  and  imprudence  of  delaying 
}°ur  lepentance.  And  as  this  is  the  only 
aigument  which  I  propofed  to  inlift  up¬ 
on  at  this  time,  I  will  not  now  urge  the 
fhortnefs  and  uncertainty  of  human  life  ; 
nor  any  other  Confiderations  to  quicken 
you  ;  though  there  are  many  fuch,  and 
lome,  which  are  naturally  fuggefted  by 
the  late  difpenfations,  and  the  prefent  af- 
pecls,  of  divine  providence.  All  thefe  I 
wave  for  the  prefent  ;  only  requefting 
you  to  confult  your  own  eafe  ;  and  by 
making  hafte  to  keep  God’s  command¬ 
ments,  ,  prevent  that  additional  forrow 
and  trouble  to  yourfelves,  which  delay 
will  certainly  bring  with  it,  even  though 

,  .  .  it  fiiould  not  prove  fatal  and  remediiefs  ! 
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The  Reafonablenefs  and  Importance 
of  making  Hafte  to  keep  God’s 
Commandments.  The  third  Ar¬ 
gument  ;  drawn  from  a  Confide- 
ration  of  the  fuperiorHappinefs  at¬ 
tending  a  religious  and  virtuous 
,  Life. 


PSALM  CXIX.  59,  Co. 

I  THOUGHT  on  my  ways,  and  turned 
my  feet  unto  thy  tejiimonies  : 

I  MADE  hafle,  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy 
commandments. 

\ 

THE  reafonablenefs  and  importance  r-^ 
of  making  hafte  to  keep  God’s  SERM 
commandments,  was  the  fubje<ft  V. 
of  the  two  laft  difcourfes,  and  is  likewife 
to  be  the  fubjedl  of  the  prefent.  Two  ar¬ 
guments  have  been  already  infilled  on„ 
for  the  illuftration  and  proof  of  this  point. 

&  The 
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SERM  The  former  of  them  was  drawn  from  a 
V.  confideration  of  the  fhortnefs  of  human 
'  and  the  uncertain  duration  of  this 

probationary  ftate  :  The  latter  of  them, 
from  a  coniideration  of  the  greater  diffi¬ 
culty  attending  a  reformation,  if  defer¬ 
red  till  the  habits  of  fin  are  confirmed  and 
ftrengthened.  I  propofe,  in  this  difcourfe, 
to  urge  another  argument  with  the  fame 
general  deiign  of  exciting  thofe  who  have 
gone  aftray  from  God,  and  his  holy  com¬ 
mandments,  to  be  fpeedy  in  their  return 
to  him,  and  living  foberly,  righteoufly 
and  godly  in  the  world. 

This  third  argument  fliall  be  drawn 
from  a  coniideration  of  the  fuperior  hap- 
pinefs  attending  a  religious  and  virtuous 
life,  compared  with  a'life  of  fin,  and  ali¬ 
enation  from  God,  the  fountain  of  living 
waters.  It  is  certainly  a  thing,  very 
reafonable  in  itfelf,  and  of  great'  impor¬ 
tance  to  men,  to  make  hafte  to  be  hap¬ 
py  :  I  mean,  to  obtain  the  greateft  and 
noblefi:  happmefs,  of  which  they  are  ca¬ 
pable  in  this  world.  No  one,  it  is  pre¬ 
fumed,  will  deny  the  reafonablenefs  of 
this,  or  its  importance  to  us :  For  the  de¬ 
fire  of  happinefs  is  both  a  natural  and  ra¬ 
tional  one  ;  no  ways  criminal  in  itfelf, 
however  criminal  moil  of  the  ways  are, 
in  which  mankind  feek  felicity  :  but  per¬ 
fectly 
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feAly  conformable  to  the  will  of  God,  SERM 
and  the  great  end  of  our  being.  Now  if  V. 
it  be  reafonable,  and  a  thing  of  impor- 
tance  to  us,  to  make  hafte  to  be  happy, 
it  is  equally  reafonable,  and  of  equal  im¬ 
portance  to  us,  to  make  hafte  in  turning 
our  feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies  :  Or  if  it 
be  irrational  and  foolifh  to  delay  the  pro- 
fecution  of  that  happinefs,  for  which  we 
were  made,  and  which  is  within  our 
reach,  it  is  equally  irrational  and  foolifh 
for  us  to  delay  our  return  to  God,  and 
keeping  his  commandments.  For  there 
is  no  peace,  no  felicity,  no  joy  in  this 
world,  comparable  to  that,  which  attends 
a  life  devoted  to  God,  fpent  in  his  fervice, 
and  in  communion  with  him  :  And  who¬ 
ever  hopes  for  any  happinefs  here,  worthy 
the  purfuit  of  a  reafonable  and  immortal 
creature,  while  he  is  wandering  from  his 
God,  and  violating  his  laws,  is  as  certain-  > 

ly  deceived,  and  will  as  furely  be  difap- 
pointed,  as  God  and  his  word  are  true. 

Doubtless  a  very  common,  and  one 
of  the  moft  fatal  offences,  which  wicked 
men  take  at  practical  religion,  and  which 
makes  them  fo  backward  to  reform  their 
lives,  has  its  rife  in  an  ill-grounded  ima¬ 
gination,  that  religion  is  a  gloomy,  me- 
lancholly  bufinefs,  a  foe  to  human  felici¬ 
ty  ;  that  it  multiplies  our  pains.,  and  a- 
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its  ^4  religious  &  virtuous  > 

SERM  bridges  our  pleafures,  by  its  aufterity,  and 
V.  various  mortifications  ;  fo  that  it  is  fup- 

'—'v— ;  pofed  men  muft,  as  it  were,  bid  a  final 
adieu  to  all  joy  and  comfort  in  this  world, 
when,  by  turning  their  feet  unto  God’s 
teftimonies,  they  endeavour  to  fecure  his 
favor,  and  provide  for  their  eternal  well¬ 
being  in  another.  Nor  indeed  can  it  be 
denied,  that fome  injudicious,  tho’  perhaps 
Verygood  men, have  exprefted  themfelves 
fo  incautioufly  concerning  the  felf-denial, 
and  mortifications  of  a  religious  life,  as 
very  much  to  ftrengthen  this  vulgar,  and 
too  natural  prejudice  of  vicious  men,  a- 
gain'd:  the  right  ways  of  the  Lord.  And 
it  muft  be  confefled,  that  were  religion 
fo  great  an  enemy  to  men’s  happinels  in 
this  world,  as  is  often  fnppofed,  it  would 
not  be  altogether  ftrange,  that  finners  are 
fo  apt  to  delay  their  reformation,  as  they 
are.  This,  if  true,  muft  needs  be  looked 
upon  as  a  very  great,  tho’  by  no  means 
a  fufficient  objection,  againft  a  man’s  al¬ 
tering  the  courfe  of  his  life,  and  making 
hafte  to  keep  God’s  commandments :  For 
who  is  forward  to  do  that,  which  he 
knows  will  render  his  life  more  unhappy 
upon  the  whole,  than  it  would  other- 
wife  be  l  My  defign  therefore,  by  divine 
-  afiiftance,  is,  to  fiiow  how  groundlefs  a 
orejudice  this  is  ;  to  make  it  evident  to 

'  .  .  YOU, 
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you,  by  reafon  and  fcripture,  that  a  life  SI  KM 
conducted  by  the  principles  of  religion,  is  • » 
the  happieft  you  can  pollibly  live  on 
earth :  And  fo,  from  hence  to  argue  the 
reafonablenefs  and  importance  ot  making 
hafte  to  keep  God’s  commandments,  and 

live  this  blefTed  life. 

However,  it  rauft  juft  be  premifcd, 
that  when  I  fpeak  of  the  happinefs,  and 
fuperior  pleafures  attending  a  life  of  pie¬ 
ty  and  virtue  ;  I  do  not  mean,  that  it  is 
thus  happy  when  a  man  firft  enters  upon 
it.  The  beginning  of  a  reformation  is 
always  attended  with  a  degree  of  fclf-- de¬ 
nial,  pain  and  uneafinefs ;  fo  that  a  wick¬ 
ed  man  will  not, perhaps, immediately  find 
that  he  is  any  gainer  by  changing  his 
courfe  and  manner  of  life.  But  time  and 
experience  will  convince  every  true  con¬ 
vert,  that  in  turning  his  feet  unto  God’s 
teftimonies,  he  provided  the  raoft  efl equ¬ 
ally  for  his  own  peace  and  comfort  in  this 
world,  as  well  as  for  his  happinefs  in  ano¬ 
ther  :  Nor  will  he  want  any  other  con¬ 
viction,  than  what  arifes  from  his  own 
perception,  and  daily  experience,  that 
the  ways  of  wifdom  are,  indeed,  ways 
of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  peace.” 

The  main  argument  of  the  prefent 
difcourfe,  may  be  handled  under  the- fol¬ 
lowing  obfervations,  viz. 

&3 


u 


€6 


That 


*  ThaT  rebgion  being  a  reafonable  fer- 
*  ^ice,  enjoined  upon  us  by  our  wife  and 
good  Creator,  it  muft  therefore  of  necef- 
lity  be  fuppofed  conducive  to  human 
happinefs,  even  in  this  prefent  ftate ;  the 
contrary  fuppofition  implying  in  it  a  grois 
abfurdity  : 

That  a  life  of  irreligion  and  vice  is 
naturally  productive  of  many  evils  and 
dilquietudes,  from  which  the  contrary 
courfe  of  life  is  free  : 

That  religion  is  fo  far  from  abridging 
us  of  the  natural  pleafures  of  life,  which 
are  worthy  of  our  purfuit,  that  it  refines 
and  exalts  them  all : 

That  it  affords  the  bell  relief,  and 
raoft  rational  fupport,  under  thofe  afflic¬ 
tions  and  trials  which  are  common  to 
men,  in  this  prefent  evil  world  :  And, 
That  the  practice  and  hopes  of  reli¬ 
gion  are  attended  with  noble  and  divine 
pleafures,  which  good  men  only  enjoy, 
and  a  ftranger  intermeddleth  not  with. 

From  w hich  reflections  laid  together, 
it  will  plainly  appear  in  the  conclulion,  of 
how  ■  great  importance  it  is  to  wicked 
men  to  make  hafte,  and  what  injury 
they  do  themfelves  by  delaying,  to  keep 
God’s  commandments. — Of  each  of  thefe 
particulars  in  its  order. 
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It  was  obferved  then, in  the  fir  ft  place,  SERM 
That  religion  being  a  reafonable  fervice,  *  • 
enjoined  upon  us  by  our  wife  and  good  ”v 
Creator,  it  mufl  therefore  of  neeeflity  be 
fuppofed  conducive  to  human  happinefs, 
even  in  this  prefent  ftate  ;  the  contrary 
fuppoiition  implying  in  it  a  grols  abfurdi- 
ty.  I  am  not  now  disputing  with  pro- 
fefTed  unbelievers ;  either  with  thofe  who 
fay  in  their  hearts,  there  is  no  God,  or 
with  thofe  who  deny  the  truth  and  divine 
authority  of  the  holy  fcriptures.  It  is 
taken  for  granted  that  you  believe  in 
God  ;  and  are  perfwaded  that,  having 
at  fundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners, 
fpoken  to  the  fathers  by  the  prophets, 
he  has  in  thefe  lafl  days  fpoken  to  us  by 
his  Son,  whom  he  hath  appointed  heir 
of  all  things ;  that  the  chriftian  religion 
is  a  reafonable  one,  and  comes  from 
God  ;  and  requires  of  men  nothing  but 
what  is  fit  for  men  to  do.  Aik  your- 
felves  ferioufly  then,  whether  it  is  poflible 
that  the  practice  of  this  reafonable  religi¬ 
on,  enjoined  upon  you  by  God  all-wife 
and  good,  fhould  tend  to  make  you  un¬ 
happy,  even  in  this  world  ?  and  whether 
you  can  expert  to  find  more  felicity  in 
violating  the  laws  of  it,  than  in  carefully 
obferving  them  ?  Can  there  be  fuch  a 
contradiction  in  nature,  as  this  would 
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SERM  fuppofe  ?  Can  reafon  and  happinefs  be 

.  *  .  ^us  at  variance  ?  Or  can  folly  and  un- 

i  eafonable  conduct,  promote  the  well- 
being  of  reafonable  creatures  in  any  ftate, 
or  period  of  their  exiftence  ?  Can  you 
fuppofe  that  God,  our  merciful  Father, 
would  require  that  of  us,  which  natural¬ 
ly  tends  to  deftroy  the  peace  and  com¬ 
fort  of  our  lives  ?  Can  it  enter  into  your 
hearts  to  imagine,  that  he  enjoins  you  to 
love  him,  and  keep  his  commandments 
left  you  Ihould  enjoy  more  happinefs 
in  walking  contrary  to  him,  than  in 
doing  fo  ?  What  wife  and  good  prince 
gives  any  laws  to  his  fubje&s,  belides 
thofe  which  are  conducive  to  their  well¬ 
being  ?  And  if  God’s  commandments 
Were  fuch,  that  men  might  be  happier 
in  difobeying,  than  yielding  obedience 
to  them,  would  this  be  reconcileable 
with  that  character  of  wifdom  and  be¬ 
nevolence  which  we  aferibe  to  him  ? 
Would  it  not  from  hence  follow,  that  he 
was  an  unreafonable  and  envious  being, 
who  aimed  rather  at  vexing  and  grieving 
his  creatures  by  arbitrary  impofttions, than 
'at  their  profperity,by  giving  them  whole- 
fomc  laws  ?  And  would  it  not  follow  as 
the  plain  confequence  of  thefe  premifes, 
that  the  world, inftead  of  being  under  the 
government  of  fuch  an  all-wife  and  gra¬ 
cious 


the  moji  happy  Life . 

cious  fovereign  as  is  commonly  fuppofed, 
is  really  governed  by  a  tyrannical  mafter, 
regardlefs  of  its  welfare,  or  rather  an  e- 
nemy  to  it  ? 

I  know  not  exactly  in  what  light  thefe 
reflexions  may  appear  to  others,  whether 
juft  or  not.  But  to  me  it  appears  with 
all  the  certainty  of  a  felf-evident  propor¬ 
tion,  that  a  life  of  reafon  mull  needs  be 
a  life  of  happinefs  ;  and  that  as  far  as 
men  walk  contrary  to  reafon,  they  run 
into  mifery  :  So  that  if  the  laws  of  God 
are  reafonable  laws,  we  mull  needs  be 
gainers,  even  at  prefent,  by  obferving 
them.  It  is  plain  to  a  demonftration, 
that  if  the  world  is  under  the  government 
of  a  perfectly  wife  and  good  being,  as 
we  all  fuppofe,  the  courfe  of  life  which 
he  has  pointed  out  for  us,  partly  by  that 
internal  fenfe  and  confcioufnefs  of  moral 
obligations  which  he  has  given  us,  and 
more  fully  by  an  external  revelation, muft 
needs  be  the  raoft  happy  courfe  of  life 
that  man  can  lead  ;  fuitable  to  his  nature, 
and  in  all  refpeXs  bell  for  him.  From 
which  confideration  alone,  it  is  evident 
to  all  that  will  attend  to  it,  that  to  perfe- 
vere  in  difobeying  God’s  commandments, 
is,  in  effeX,  perfevering  to  be  miferable ; 
or  depriving  ourfelves  of  that  felicity 
which  was  defigned  for  us,  and  is  with- 
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SERM  in  our  reach.  If  we  imagine  that  God’s 
precepts,  and  our  own  reafon  and  con- 
lciences,  concur  in  leading  Us  alide  from 
our  true  happinefs,  we  mull  fuppofe, 
there  is  a  grand,  fundamental  error  in  the 
very  nature,  and  original  conftitution  of 
things  ;  that  we  are  a  contradiction  to 
ourfelves;  that  reafon  requires  us  to  make 
ourfelves  miferable;  that  there  is  no  wife 
and  good  moral  government  eftablifhed 
in  the  univerfe  ;  but  only  a  cruel  tyran¬ 
ny.  On  the  other  hand,  all  will  be  har¬ 
monious,  eonfiftent  and  beautiful,  if  we 
fuppofe,  that  that  religious  and  virtuous 
courfe  of  life,  which  God  has  prefcribed 
to  us,  and  which  correfponds  to  the  law 
written  in  our  hearts,  is  the  way  of 
happinefs  and  peace  ;  that  whenever 
we  deviate  therefrom,  we  wander  in  the 
fame  degree,  from  that  felicity  which  we 
were  made  for,  like  foolifh  prodigals,  for- 
faking  their  father’s  houfe,  where  they 
have  bread  enough,  and  to  fpare,  and 
perilhing  with  hunger  in  a  ft  range  land  : 
And  that  ’til  we  arile,  and  go  to  our  Fa¬ 
ther,  we  are  Grangers  to  true  happinefs ; 
we  are,  in  effect,  only  endeavouring  to 
fatisfy  ourfelves  with  the  “  hulks  which 
“  the  fwine  do  eat.  ” 

But  leaving  thefe  general  reflexions, 
which  finely  are  not  without  their  weight, 

let 
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let  us  tlefcend  to  faCt  and  experience.  SERM 
And  it  will  appear,  as  it  was  obferved  a-  V. 
bove,  that  a  life  of  irreligion  and  vice  is  ' 
naturally  productive  of  many  evils  and 
dilquietudes,  from  which  the  contrary 
courfe  of  life  is  free.  It  is  undeniable, 
that  a  difturbed  mind  and  uneafy  con- 
fcience,  are  the  common,  and  natural  ef¬ 
fects  of  a  wicked  life.  Some  men  are  in¬ 
deed  hardened  to  a  great  degree  in  vice  ; 
but,  probably,  never  to  fo  great  a  degree, 
that  they  are  kept  in  perfeCt  peace  in  their 
own  breafts.  Generally  it  is  far  other- 
wife  with  wicked  men.  The  confciouf- 
nel's  of  their  crimes,  and  ill  defert,  joined 
with  an  apprehenfion  of  God’s  righteous 
difpleafure,  gives  them  great  uneafmefs, 
however  they  may  try  to  drown  the  voice 
of  confcience.  They  are  far  from  being 
fatisfied  with  themfelves,in  their  evil  cour- 
fes,  whatever  they  may  pretend.  A  rea- 
fonable  creature  cannot  be  at  quiet  in  his 
own  mind,  while  he  knows  he  is  aCling 
an  unreafonable  part  ;  that  his  Maker  is 
difpleafed  with  him,  and  that  he  is  con¬ 
tinually  expofed  to  the  fatal  confequences 
of  that  difpleafure.  A  fenfe  of  guilt,  and 
fecret  apprehenfion  of  danger,  will  or¬ 
dinarily  lie  as  a  heavy  weight  and  burthen 
upon  his  mind  ;  and,  even  in  the  midft 

of  laughter,  make  his  heart  forrowful. 

The 
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SERM  The  mind  of  man  is  the  chief,  and,  philo- 
•  fophically  fpeaking,  perhaps  the  only  feat, 
'  v  both  of  pleafure  and  pain  :  And  if  that  is 
difquieted  within  him,  by  any  means, 
especially  by  a  conlcioufnefs  of  his  dai- 
ly  violating  his  duty  to  God  and  his 
neighbour,  and  abufing  his  intelle&ual 
powers,  it  is  impoflible  he  fhould  be  hap¬ 
py  in  the  poffeflion  of  any  external  goods, 
tho’  he  has  more  than  heart  could  wifh. 
This  internal  fource  of  difquietude  will 
remain,  while  a  man  remains  wicked  and 
impenitent,  tho’  all  things  without  fhould 
confpire  to  make  him  happy.  In  this  re- 
fpe&  therefore  it  is  evident,  that  a  pious, 
good  man,  has  greatly  the  advantage  of 
the  {inner  and  profligate  ;  the  former  be¬ 
ing  free  from  that  remorfe,  [and  thofe 
guilty  fears,  which  always  attend  the  lat¬ 
ter  in  fome  degree,  and  generally  make 
life  uncomfortable  to  him. 

But  there  are  alfo  many  external  evils 
which  are  the  natural  fruit  of  an  irreligi¬ 
ous,  profligate  life,  from  which  evils  good 
men  are  exempted.  What  a  numerous 
train  of  woes  does  a  libertine  courfe  of 
behaviour  lead  after  it,  in  addition  to  thofe 
which  are  common  to  men  ?  “  Who  hath 
“  woes  ?  Who  hath  forrow  ?  Who  hath 
“  contentions  ?  Who  hath  wounds  with- 
“  out  caufe  ?  ”  Is  it  they  who  are  fober 

and 
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and  temperate  in  all  things  ?  Or  they  SERM 
who  “  tarry  long  at  the  wine  >  they  that 
go  to  feek  mixt  wine  ?  ”  Who  are  the  mod 
fubjeft  to  bodily  pains  and  difeafes  ?  They 
who  keep  under  their  body,  and  bring  it 
into  fubje&ion  to  the  laws  of  reafon  and 
religion  ?  Or  they,  whofe  paflions  and 
appetites  are  without  reftraint  and  con- 
troul  ?  Do  not  the  libertine  part  of  the 
world  generally  pay  dearly  for  their  ex- 
cefles  and  debaucheries,  in  thofc  pains  and 
bodily  diforders,  which  are  the  natural 
confequence  of  them  ?  Yea,  do  not  many 
bring  a  premature  old  age  upon  them- 
felves,  and  die  before  their  time,  by  be¬ 
ing  thus  “  wicked  overmuch  ?  ”  Whether 
we  conlider  the  hiftory  of  times  pad,  or 
look  round  the  world  at  prefent,  or  con- 
lider  the  nature  of  the  thing  itfelf,  we 
cannot  be  infenfible  that  vicious  men  do, 
and  mud,  bring  many  external,  bodily 
evils  on  themfelves,  which  they  might  a~ 
void  by  a  contrary  behaviour,  and  which 
good  men  are  a&ually  free  from. 

It  may  be  added  here,  that  as  human 
laws  are  “  not  made  for  a  righteous  man. 

“  but  for  the  lawlefs  and  difobedient,  for 
“  the  ungodly  and  for  Tinners,  for  the 
“  unholy  and  profane,  for  murderers,  — 

“  for  whoremongers, —  for  perjured  per-  # 

14  fons,”  *  &c. ;  fo  fuch  lawlefs  men,  and 

not 
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SERM  not  the  righteous,  fuffer  by  them,  in  the 
y,  ordinary  courfe  of  things.  Civil  fociety 
will  not  permit  men  to  go  on  with  impu¬ 
nity,  in  violating  the  laws  of  virtue  and 
righteoufnefs  ;  but  is  obliged,  for  its  own 
fecurity  and  fupport,  to  punilh  them  in  a 
variety  of  ways.  And  how  frequent  are 
the  examples  of  this  fort,  even  in  times 
and  places  wherein  religion  and  virtue  are 
at  a  low  ebb  in  general  ?  Such  is  the  na¬ 
ture  of  fociety,  and  the  laws  by  which  it 
fub fifts  throughout  the  world,  that  aban¬ 
doned  wickednefs  and  vice  mult  needs  be 
fubjefted  to  many  inconveniencies,  and 
even  heavy  penalties,  from  which  virtue 
is  ordinarily  free.  “  For  who  is  he  that 
S£  will  harm  you,  fays  the  apoltle,  if  ye 
s‘  be  followers  of  that  which  is  good  ?  ” 
From  thefe  conliderations  it  appears, 
that  the  prefent  conltitution  and  courle  of 
things,  is  moral  in  a  high  degree,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  general  depravity  of  the 
world.  Such  is  human  nature,  fuch  the 
natural  effects  of  vice,  and  fuch  the  na¬ 
ture  of  fociety,  that  vice  is  evidently  the 
parent  of  mifery  and  evil,  mental,  bodily, 
and  penal.  Men  are  ufually,  tho’  not 
univerfally,  made  to  fuffer  evil  even  now, 
in  fome  proportion  to  the  nature  and  de¬ 
gree  of  their  crimes.  No  one  can  habi¬ 
tually  aft  contrary  to  the  fundamental 

laws 
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laws  of  religion,  righteoufnefs  and  fo-  SERM 
briety,  without  hurting  himfelf,  and  ma-  *  • 
king  his  life  much  more  uncomfortable  ' 
than  it  would  be,  if  directed  by  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  piety  and  virtue.  And  this  being 
the  cafe,  furely  wicked  men  fliould,  for 
their  own  fakes,  make  hafte,  and  not  de¬ 
lay  to  keep  God’s  commandments.  By 
this  means  they  would  deliver  themfelves 
from  many  diftreffing  fears,  and  pofitive 
evils,  which  are  incident  to  a  vicious  life  : 

So  that  the  calm  confxderation  of  their 
own  prefent  intereft,  could  not  but  in¬ 
duce  them,  when  they  think  of  their 
ways,  to  imitate  the  example  of  the  Pfal- 
mift  in  this  refpeft. 

But  for  the  farther  illuftration  of  this 
point,  it  was  obferved  above,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  prejudices  which  men 
often  entertain  againft  religion  ;  it  is 
fo  far  from  abridging  us  of  the  natu¬ 
ral  pleafures  of  life,  which  are  worthy 
of  our  purfuit,  that  it  refines  and  ex¬ 
alts  them  all.  Y ou  cannot  think  of  any 
fort  of  worldly  happinefs  or  enjoyment, 
forbidden  you  by  the  laws  of  God,  to 
which  you  would  not  be  afhamed  to  own 
before  a  wife  man,  that  you  had  any  in¬ 
clination  ;  or  that  your  own  reafon 
would  not  condemnyou  for  coveting  and 
purfuing,  even  tho’  God  had  explicitly 

laid 
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SERM  laid  you  under  no  prohibition  refpe&ing 
*  •  it.  For  example  j  would  you  not  be 
,_l— *-’"1  afhamed  to  acknowledge  before  a  wife 
man,  that  you  took  a  pleafure  in  intoxi¬ 
cating,  or  making  beafts  of  yourfelves,  by 
drunkenhefs  ?  Or  that  any  part  of  your 
happinefs  was  placed  in  gluttony  ?  Would 
you  be  willing  it  fhould  be  even  fufpec- 
ted,  that  you  had  any  pleafure  in  thefe 
things,  or  in  them  that  do  them,  tho’  re¬ 
vealed  religion  was  out  of  the  cafe  ? 
Would  you  not  be  afhamed  to  own,  that 
you  defired  to  enrich  yourfelves  by  inju¬ 
ring  your  neighbour  ?  by  Healing,  cozen¬ 
ing,  or  any  of  the  various  kinds  of  dif- 
honefty  ?  Would  you  not  think  it  a  dif- 
grace,  even  tho’  it  were  no  fin,-  to  be 
tho’t  capable  of  taking  delight  in  practices 
fo  unreafonable,  and  unworthy  of  a  man? 
Would  you  not  be  afhamed  to  be  thought 
perfons  of  unbridled  luft,  and  given  to 
lawlefs  leudnefs  ?  fuch  as  could  not  be 
happy  without  breaking  thro’  thofe  rules 
and  ties,  on  the  obfervation  of  which  the 
well-being  of  fociety  fo  much  depends  • 
and  which  being  difregarded,  no  one 
could  have  the  fatisfatlion  of  knowing, 
eitherhis  own  father, or  his  own  offspring? 
Would  you  not  be  afhamed  to  own,  tho1 
you  were  under  no  apprehenfion  of  fu¬ 
ture  punifhment,  that  you  took  pleafure 

in 
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in  a  practice  fo  irrational,  as  that  of  blaf-  SERM 
pheming  the  holy  name  of  God,  or  V* 
profanely  curling,  either  your  neigh-  ’-^v— ' 
hour  or  yourfelves  ?  You  cannot,  in 
fhort,  think  of  any  fpecies  of  pleafure 
or  enjoyment,  forbidden  by  religion, 
which  your  own  reai'on  could  juftify, 
or  which  yourfelves  could  think  worthy 
of  your  purfuit,  tho’  religion  laid  you 
under  no  reltraints  with  refpe£t  to  it. 

The  world  is  all  before  you,  given  by 
our  bountiful  Creator  to  the  children 
of  men,  with  the  things  of  it,  for  their 
ufe  and  enjoyment.  You  are  laid  un¬ 
der  no  reftrictions  or  limitations,  excep¬ 
ting  fuch  as  you  mult  acknowledge  to 
be  fit  and  reafonable,  and  even  necefla- 
ry,in  order  to  the  well-being  of  fociety ; 
and  which  being  tranfgrelfed  by  a  man, 
he  muft  acknowledge,  he  a£ts  below  the 
dignity  of  his  rational  nature. 

This  being  evident, I  may  afk, Where 
is  that  hard  and  intolerable  yoke  of  re¬ 
ligion,  at  which  many  arefo  fcandalized? 

It  is  purely  an  imaginary  one.  Where 
is  that  command  of  God,  which  you 
yourfelves  can  pronounce  grievous  ?  In 
what  chapter  of  the  bible  is  that  law, 
refpe<fling  the  government  of  your  paf- 
fions,  which'  you  would  chufe  to  have 
blotted  out  or  repealed,  for  the  common, 
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or  even  for  your  own  particular  good, 
in  order  to  have  the  road  to  pleafure, 
any  pleafure  worth  defiring,  left  more 
open  than  it  is  at  prefent  ?  Tho’  I  fre¬ 
quently  read  the  bible,  I  can,  for  my 
own  part,  find  no  one  command  or  pro¬ 
hibition  therein,  which  abridges  the 
happinefs,  or  real  enjoyments,  either  of 
mankind  in  general,  or  of  individuals,  fo 
that  they  would  upon  the  whole  live 
more  delightfully  in  the  world  if  it  were 
abolifhed,  than  they  may  under  the 
reftraints  of  it.  And  I  may  almoft  ven¬ 
ture  to  tell  you,  that  whenever  you  (hall 
think  in  your  confciences,  after  ferious, 
calm  and  deliberate  reflexion,  that  you 
have  found  fuch  a  grievous  command- 
ment,  you  are  at  liberty  to  erafe  it.  For 
whatever  you  may  imagine  in  the  heat 
of  pafiion,  and  for  want  of  attending  to 
the  nature  and  confequences  of  things,  I 
may  be  confident  that,  on  due  and  tho¬ 
rough  reflection,  you  would  be  convin¬ 
ced,  that  all  God’s  commandments  are 
not  only  holy  and  juft,  but  even  good; 
good  for  the  world,  and  for  yourfelves. 
For,  as  was  intimated  above,  religion 
does  not  only,  not  abridge  the  pleafures 
and  enjoyments  of  men  in  this  wrorld, 
but  heightens  and  improves  them  all. 


§ 


.0  1 


No 


I 


147 


No  libertine  enjoys  that  happinefs 
which  is  proper  to  man,  conlidered 
merely  as  an  inhabitant  of  this  world,  in 
fo  great  a  degree,  or  in  fuch  perfection, 
as  a  chriftian,  who  “  keeps  under  his  bo- 
“  dy,  and  brings  it  into  fubjeCtion.  ” 
This  may  perhaps  feem  a  paradox  at 
belt,  if  not  a  contradiction.  However, 
it  is  certainly  true  ;  and  will  be  in  fome 
meafure  apparent  only  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  confideration.  Thofe  impious  and 
vicious  men  who  have,  fhall  I  fay,  the 
modefty,  or  the  impudence,  to  profels 
a  total  difregard  to  the  laws  of  religion, 
yet  find  the  necefiity  of  prefcribing  ma¬ 
ny  fimilar  laws  and  reftriCtions  to  them- 
felves,  merely  with  a  view  at  attaining 
their  great  and  avowed  end,  pleafure. 
They  perceive  the  necefiity  of  obferving 
thefe  fame  rules,  man)'’  of  them  at  lealt, 
in  order  to  their  enjoying  animal  plea- 
fures  and  gratifications  in  their  greatell 
height  and  perfection.  And  this,  pofii- 
bly> ,  may  be  the  true  drift  and  fcope  of 
the  Epicurean  philofophy  ;  which  is  cer¬ 
tainly  miftaken  by  thofe,  who  exclude 
all  morals  from  their  idea  of  it.  So  that 
whether  men  believe  in  God  and  his 
providence,  or  not ;  whether  they  will 
love,  reverence  and  obey  him,  or  the 
contrary ;  ltill  they  are  obliged,  if  they 
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SERM  would  live  in  the  raoft  refined  and  ele- 
V.  gant  luxury  they  are  capable  of,  to  im- 

1  v-~  '  P°^e  on  themfelves  much  the  fame  laws 

of  temperance  and  moderation,  and  a 
certain  (Economy  in  their  pleafures, 
which  religion  herfelf  obliges  them  to 
obferve.  The  connoiflieurs  in  voluptu- 
oufnefs,  while  they  have  no  more  fenfe 
oi  religious  obligations,  than  the  flocks 
and  herds  on  which  they  riot,  are  yet, 
in  one  fenfe,  tho’  againft  their  will,  re¬ 
ally  under  the  prohibitions,  and  mortifi¬ 
cations,  and  felf-denials,  which  religion 
lmpofes  ;  being  forced,  if  I  may  fo  ex- 
prefs  it,  to  exercife  the  reafon  of  men,  in 
order  to  enjoy  thepleafures  of  bruits  in 
their  greatelt  perfection.  Which  being 
the  cafe,  it  is  a  clear  proof  and  demoltra- 
tion,  that  keeping  the  commandments  of 
God,  refpe&ingthegovernment  of  our  a- 
nimal  paflions,is  fo  lar  from  diminilhing 
the  happinefs  of  man,  confidered  in  his 
animal  and  worldly  capacity,  that  it  is 
the  greatefi:  improvement  of  them.  All 
vicious,  irregular,  paflions,  as  intimated 
above,  are  productive  of  pain  and  mife- 
ry.  This  is  efpecially  true  of  envy, 
wrath  and  refentment.  “  Bitter  and 
“  malevolent  tempers  punilli  themfelves : 
“  They  are  not  always  gratified  ;  never 
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st  fo  thoroughly  as  they  wifh,  and  there-  SERM 
“  fore  become  fuel  to  their  own  malice.  V, 

“  A  fpiteful  man  is  an  unhappy  man,  as 
“  well  as  an  odious  character  :  If  he 
“  would  preferve  efteem,  or  hope  for  it, 

“  he  muft  hide  his,  heart — It  is  the  good- 
“  nefs  and  juftice  of  providence,  to 
“  make  malevolent  hearts  their  own  tor¬ 
mentors,  and  bad  men  a&ually  hurt 
themfelves  by  wilhing  hurt  to  others. 

They  earn  and  pre-occupy  the  pain 
and  mifery,  which  they  Rudy  to  in- 
u  fli<5t,  and  make  retribution  to  the  in¬ 
nocent  and  deferring,  for  hating  and 
reviling  them. — Who  would  chufe  to 
“  polfefs  the  bane  of  a  rancorous  fpirit  ? 

“  Who  would  feel  the  torture  of  envy  ? 

“  Who  would  burn  with  raging  rancour  ? 

“  Whoever  hates  any  man,  pays  dear  for 
“  his  hate  :  Whoever  is  curfed  with  a, 

“  revengeful  hearty  needs  no  other 
“  curfe.  ”  The  vicious  man,  whofe 
paflions  are  always  either  rampant,  or 
palled  to  a  naufea,  has  certainly  a  lefs 
ihare  of  real  enjoyment,  than  he  who 
ftriftly  obferves  the  commandments  of 
God,  following  him,  and  reafon.  The 
former  is  always,  either  like  a  barque 
tolfed  in  a  tempeftuous  fea,  or  one 
Ruck  fall  in  a  miry,  motionlefs  lake 


U 


a 


u 


a 


L  3 


of 


*5° 


Si  religious  &  virtuous , 


SERM  0f  dagnated  water  :  The  latter  is  like 
•  one  wafted  on  a  fmooth  lea  by  gentle, 
propititious  gales,  under  a  ferene  iky. — 
And  this  is  be,  wrho,  fleering  his  conrfe 
by  the  fure  compafs  of  religion,  lhall  fail 
into  the  harbour,  of  blifs,  if  there  is  any 
fuch  port  on  the.coad  of  human  life,  be¬ 
fore  we  arrive  at  the  haven  of  endlefs 
joy.  Who  then  that  is  truly  wife  for 
himfelf,  wouldfnot  make  halle  to  keep 
God’s  commandments,  were  it  only  for 
the  lake  of  that  greater  degree  of  tempo¬ 
ral  and  worldly  happinefs,  which  will 
,  thereby  accrue  to  him,  than  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  according  to  the  eltablilhed  order 
of  nature  and  providence,  in  the  way  of 
irregular  and  llnful  indulgence  ? 

But  it  muff  not  be  omitted  here,  that 
belides  the  advantages  already  mention¬ 
ed,  religion  affords  the  bed  relief,  and 
mo  ft  foiid  fu  pports,  under  thole  afflifti- 

perils,  which  are  com- 


ons,  trials  anc 


mon  to  men  in  this  prefent  evil  world. 
*i  his  life  is  at  belt  a  wearifonie  journey 
thro’  a  wildernefs  befet  with  numerous 
ills  and  dangers,  which  no  human  pre¬ 
caution  or  power  can  either  effedlually 
guard  agaitill,or  remove.  But  they  may 
bed  be  borne  by  him,  who  has  that  hope 
and  confidence  in  God, which  the  fincere 
practice  of  religion  naturally  infpires  ; 

and 
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who  are  destitute  hereof.  Reflect  fo- 
berly  on  human  life  ;  think  of  the  out¬ 
ward  calamities  which  come  alike  to  all, 
and  the  various  evils  to  which  we  are 
expofed  ;  licknefs  and  pains  of  number- 
lefs  kinds ;  the  ill-will,  and  ill  offices  of 
our  enemies  ;  the  lofs  of  our  friends  ; 
the  uncertainty  of  riches,  honors  and  all 
earthly  goods :  Confider  the  diforder’d 
ftate  of  the  world  in  general  ;  the  fraud, 
deceit  and  violence  that  are  found  there¬ 
in  from  age  to  age  ;  the  revolutions 
and  mighty  changes  that  are  frequently 
brought  about  in  the  kingdoms  and  civil 
affairs  of  it ; —  changes,  as  often  for  the 
worfe  as  for  the  better :  Confider  feri- 
oufly  of  thefe  things,  I  fay  ;  and  you 
cannot  be  wholly  infenlible,  either  of  the 
happinefs  of  good  men,  who  have  faith, 
hope  and  confidence  in  God,  or  of 
the  forlorn,  difconfolate  condition  of 
the  wicked,  who  are  deftitute  of  this 
relief.  How  great  is  the  fupport  ?  how 
unfpeakable  the  confolation,  when  a 
man  is  fuffering  adverlity,  or  forefees  it 
coming  upon  him  ;  when  he  finds  him- 
felf  encompaffed  with  infirmities,  ills  and 
dangers ;  and  fees  himfelf,  as  it  were,  juft 
dropping  into  the  grave,  his  flelh  and  his 
heart  failing  him  ;  how  unfpeakable  is 
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SE!RM  the  confolation,  I  fey,  refuking  to  a  good 

Lj-  'm  nian  in  t  lc^e  circumftanccs,  from  the  re¬ 
flexion,  that  there  is  a  God  above,  all- 

whe,  good  and  powerful ;  that  this  God 
is  his  God  forever  and  ever  ;  his  friend, 
and  guardian,  and  portion  ;  that  the 
very  hairs  of  his  head  are  numbered  by 
him  ;  that  he  will  caufe  “  all  things  to 
work  together  for  good  to  him”;  that 
lie  will  guide  him  by  his  counfel  during 
hie,  and  at  death  receive  him  to  glory, 
and  joys  forevermore?  Surely  this  is’ 
the  beft  fupport,  that  any  man  can  have 
in  fuch  a  world  ofconfulion,  dangerand 
death,  as  this  ;  than  which  the  heart  of 
man  cannot  conceive  a  greater,  a  more 
lohd  or  rational.  But  it  may  be  further 
illulfrated  by  way  of  contrail.  Conlider 
a  man  labouring  under  adverfity,  or  at 
lealt  apprehend!  ve  of  it ;  confider  him 
receding  with  himfelfon  the  viciffitudes 
and  miferies  of  this  prefent  Hate  ;  a  weak, 
neipicls,  moi tal  creature,  drawing  every 
ciay  nearer  to  the  grave  ;  and  one,  to 
whom  time  it  felf  would  foon  prove  fa¬ 
tal  :  How  miferable  an  objed  does  this 
man  appear,  while,  being  an  enemy  to 
God,  he  can  draw  no  relief  from  a  con¬ 
sideration  of  his  perfedions,  providence 
or  friendlhip,  or  from  the  hopes  ofablef- 
fed  immortality  ?  He  is  left  without 
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refuge,  without  any  adequate  fupport ;  SERM 
he  feels  many  evils,  perhaps ;  and  has  Y. 
reafon  to  apprehend  more  and  greater  ; 
life  is  burdenfome  to  him,  and  death  ter¬ 
rible  ;  and  that  judgment  which  is  after 
it,  the  moft  terrible  of  all ! — You  can¬ 
not  conceive  a  more  miferable  objeCt 
than  this,  unlefs  your  imagination  car¬ 
ries  you  to  the  regions  of  darknefs,  tor¬ 
ment  and  defpair.  Nor  can  you  con¬ 
ceive  of  a  happier  one,  than  a  good  man, 
whofe  “  hopes  are  full  of  immortality,  ” 
unlefs  your  tho’ts  afcendto  that  glorious 
region,  where  mortality  is  fwallowed 
up  of  life,  and  hope  is  turned  into  frui¬ 
tion.  You  fee  then,  how  folid  a  fup¬ 
port  under  afflictions  and  perils,  and  how 
great  a  felicity  you  deprive  your  felves 
of,  even  in  this  wrorld,  fo  long  as  you 
delay  to  keep  God’s  commandments. 

There  are  peculiar  and  exalted  plea- 
fures  attending  the  practice  and  hopes 
of  religion  ;  fuch  as  a  “  ftranger  inter- 
meddleth  not  with  ;  ”  fuch  as  a  wicked 
man  can  form  no  adequate  idea  of ; 
fcarce  more  than  a  blind  man  can  of  co¬ 
lors,  or  a  deaf  one  of  founds :  It  is  only 
experience  that  can  fully  make  them 
known. However, all  men  may  form  fome 
general  conception  of  that  peace,  that 
fenfe  of  fecurity,  and  inward  fatisfaCtion, 
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SERM  which  rauft  needs  attend  a  well-ground- 
V.  ed  hope  towards  God,  thro’  him  “  that 

i_i  ~ w hath  abolifhed  death.  ”  Very  wicked 
men  may  have  fome  confus’d,  general 
notion  hereof,  even  by  means  of  the  ex¬ 
perience  which  they  have  had,  at  times, 
of  the  contrary  ;  I  mean  of  that  deep 
diftrefs,  and  anxiety,  and  terror,  which 
they  are  at  certain  feafons  thrown  into, 
by  a  fenfe  of  their  guilt,  and  an  appre- 
henfion  of  God’s  righteous  difpleafure. 
Is  there  a  wicked  man  prefent,  who 
does  not  know  what  is  here  intended  ? 
Can  you  not  call  to  mind  one  f  time,  at 
lea  If,  when  you  experienced  fuch  guilty 
fears  and  apprehenlions  ? —  fuch  diftrefs 
as  words  cannot  utter  ?  — •  To  fuch  per¬ 
sons  then,  furely  I  need  not  labour  to 
prove,  how  great  the  happinefs  is,  of 
being  at  peace  with  God,  and  having 
confidence  towards  him.  Their  want 
of  this  hope,  at  fuch  a  feafon,  their  feel¬ 
ing  the  mifery  of  an  awakened  confci- 
oufnefs  of  guilt,  and  apprehenlions  of 
divi  ne  wrath,  may  ferve  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  at  leaft,  to  convince  them,  that 
good  men,  whole  hope  is  in  God,  en¬ 
joy  a  very  different  fort  of  happinefs, 
and  infinitely  fuperior  to  that  of  the 
workers  of  iniquity.  Verily,  it  is  not 

fa  id 

f  The  then  late  terrible  Earthquake  is  here  alluded  to. 
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aid  in  vain,  “  Great  peace  have  they  SERM 
;  that  love  thy  law,  and  nothing  fhall 
'  offend  them.  ”  It  is  not  faid  in  vain,  ‘  ^  “ 
:hat  “  the  work  of  righteoufnefs  fhall 
‘  be  peace,  and  the  effeCt  of  righteouf- 
‘  nefs,  quiet nefs  and  affurance  forever.” 

[t  is  not  faid  in  vain  of  wifdom,  that 
‘  all  her  paths  are  peace  ;  ”  that  “  fhe 
‘  is  a  tree  of  life  to  them  that  lay  hold 
;t  upon  her  ;  and  happy  is  every  one 
“  that  retaineth  her.  ” 

But  the  happinefs  of  good  men,  who 
are  at  peace  with  God  thro’  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  is  not  merely  that,  which 
naturally  refults  from  a  rational,  well- 
grounded  confidence  in  God’s  favour : 

They  have,  fometimes  at  leaf!:,  a  more 
direct  and  immediate  intercourfe  with 
God,  and  a  flill  more  exalted  happinefs 
arifing  from  fuch  intercourfe,  than  any 
which  refults  from  the  deductions  of 
rcafon,  in  the  way  of  argumentation.  I 
would  not  willingly  be  an  enthufiafl. 

But  when  the  fcripture  faith,  “  Truly 
our  fellowfhip  is  with  the  Father,  and 
with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  ”  :  When  it 
faith,  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  “  j°y 
in  the  Holy  G  holt,  ”  as  well  as  righte- 
oufnefs  and  peace  :  .When  the  fcriptures 
fpeak  of  God,  as  the  God  of  all  grace 

and  confolation,  who  “  comforteth  his 

faints 
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SERM  faints  in  all  their  tribulations  ”,  fo  that 
they  greatly  rejoice :  When  they  fpeak 
of  chnftians  as.  “  walking  in  the  com¬ 
forts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ”  :  When  they 
3.},  Becaufe  ye  are  fons,  God  hath 
lent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into  your 
*cal.4.6.  hearts  ”  :  In  fine,  when  they  fay, 

“  Ye  have  not  received  the  fpirit  of  bon- 
“  dage  again  to  fear  ;  but  ye  have  re- 
ceived  the  fpirit  of  adoption,  where- 
b7  we  cry,  Abba,  Father  :  The  Spi- 
“  Tlt  itffelf  beareth  witnefs  with  our  fpi- 
“  rit,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God  : 
u  And  if  children,  then  heirs ;  heirs  of 
“  God,  and  joint-heirs  with  Jefus  Chrift ; 
“  if  fo  be  that  we  fuffer  with  him,  that 
*  Rom.  8.  *  we  may  be  alio  glorified  together  c  ”  : 
When  the  holy  fcriptures,  I  fay,  fpeak 
fuch  language  as  this,  I  cannot  cafily 
perfuade  myfelf  to  believe,  that  they  in¬ 
tend  nothing  further,  than  that  good 
men  have  peace  and  joy  within,  arifing 
from  a  lational  conviction,  by  means  of 
the  miraculous  works  of  the  Spirit,  and 
his  operations  in  purifying  their  hearts, 
or  any  other  objective  evidence,  that 
they  are  in  a  ft  ate  of  favour  with  God, 
and  endued  to  the  inheritance  of  chil¬ 
dren.  There  are  fome,  I  may  prefume 
to  fay,  who  have  the  belt  grounds  to 
think,  that  by  the  comforts  and  joys  of 

the 
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the  Holy  Ghoff,  and  the  witnefs  of  the  SERM 
Spirit,  lomething  further,  and  more  im-  V. 
mediate  is  intended,  and  I  may  add, 
more  noble  and  divine,  than  a  comfort¬ 
able  perfuafion  of  a  man’s  good  effate, 
arifing  from  any  merely  objective  evi¬ 
dence  thereof ;  tho’  I  do  not  lay,  wholly 
and  abfolutely  independent  of  it.  In 
fhort,  God  does  fometimes,  tho’  not  al¬ 
ways,  by  the  immediate  influences  of 
his  blefled  Spirit,  caufe  his  faints  to  re¬ 
joice  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of 
glory,  ”  filling  them  “  with  all  his  ful- 
nefs;”  with  a  big,  ineffable  and  divine 
joy,  that  fwallows  up  all  the  foul ;  a  joy, 
as  much  furpafling,  not  only  the  plea- 
fures  of  fin,  but  I  had  almoft  faid,  even 
the  merely  rational  pleafures  of  piety,  as 
heaven  furpaffes  earth,  or  eternity  is 
more  lafting  than  time  !  I  am  aware 
:hat  fome  will  probably  look  on  this,  as 
nothing  better  than  enthufiaftic  rant : 

To  whom,  God  grant  the  only  full,  ade¬ 
quate  and  fatisfaktory  evidence  of  its 
reality,  the  experience  of  the  thing  it- 
felf !  There  may,  indeed,  be  fome  fin- 
cere  chriftians,  to  whom  God  may  ne¬ 
ver  have  thus  “  manifefted  himfelf,  ”  in 
a  way  fo  different  from  that,  in  which 
he  “  manifefts  himfelf  unto  the  world  ;  ” 
and  who  may  exprefs  themfelves  other- 

wife 
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SERM  wife  on  this  point.  But  it  may  be  ju% 
V*  apprehended,  that  the  more  general  and 
common  reafon,  why  thefe  things  are 
called  folly  and  enthufiafm,  is,  that  men 
are  really  Grangers  to  the  fpirit  and 
power  of  religion  in  their  hearts.  And 
there  is  doubtlefs  fome  good  meaning  of 
thofe  wrords,  fo  often  abufed  and  perver¬ 
ted  by  cenforious  vilionaries  — •  “  The 
44  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things 
“  of  the  Spirit  of  God  :  for  they  are 
“  foolilhnefs  unto  him  ;  neither  can  he 
44  know  them,  becauie  they  are  Ipiritu- 
4 1 Cor,  2.  *\  ally  difcerned  d  ”  But  let  us  not  ima- 
i4.  gine  that  our  Saviour  mocked  his  difci- 
ples  with  vain,  vilionary  hopes,  or  fpake 
to  his  apoftles  exclulively  of  other  be¬ 
lievers,  when  he  faid,  a  little  before  his 
paffion,  “  If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  com- 
“  mandments  :  And  I  will  pray  the  Fa- 
44  ther,  and  he  lhall  give  you  another 
54  Comforter,  that  he  may  abide  with 
44  you  forever ;  even  the  Spirit  of  truth, 
“  whom  the  world  cannot  receive,  be- 
44  caufe  it  feeth  him  not,  neither  know- 
“  eth  him  ”• — “  Peace  I  leave  with  you, 
44  my  peace  I  give  unto  you  :  Not  as 
44  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you. 
44  Let  not  your  heart  b©  troubled, neither 
‘  J0IM14. 44  let  it  be  afraid.  ”c  Thefe  are  gracious 
1V/&27!  ProII1^es  &e  fupport,  and  confolations 
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of  the  Holy  Spirit,  fpoken  of  above  ;  in  SERM 
fome  mealure  diftinct  from,  tho’  not  V. 


wholly  independent  of,  that  peace  and  ' 
joy, which  naturally  arife  from  a  rational 
and  fcriptural  perfwafion  of  a  man’s  be¬ 
ing  in  a  ftate  of  favour  with  God.  And 
the  moft  probable  reafon,  why  chrilti- 
ans  do  not  more  generally  experience 
thefe  divine  confolations,  and  in  a  great¬ 
er  degree,  is,  that  they  do  not  afpire  af¬ 
ter  greater  degrees  of  holinefs,and  chrif- 
tian  perfe&ion  ;  but  content  themfelves 
with  little  more  than  “  a  name  to  live.  ” 
For  you  will  obferve,  that  they  are  pro- 
mifed  above,  by  our  Saviour,  not  abso¬ 
lutely,  but  conditionally :  • — •  “  If  ye  love 
“  me,  keep  my  commandments:  And  I 
“  will  pray  the  Father,  and  he  ihail  give 
“  you  another  Comforter,  ”  &c.  But 
I  mull  not  enlarge  ;  it  being  time  to 
draw  towards  a  conclufion. 

It  has  been  fhown  in  this  difcourfe. 
That  religion, being  a  reafonable  Service, 
enjoined  upon  us  by  our  wife  and  good 
Creator,  mull  needs  be  fuppofed  in 
general  conducive  to  the  happinefs  of 
mankind,  even  in  their  prelent  Hate. 
And  if  we  come  to  fa£t  and  experience, 
it  has  been  fhown,  That  a  life  of  irreli- 
gion  and  vice  is  naturally  productive  of 
many  evils  and  difquietudes,  from  which 
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SERM  the  contrary  courfe  of  life  is  free  :  That 
V.  religion  is  fo  far  from  abridging  us  of  any 
1  of  the  natural  pleafures  of  life,  which 
are  worthy  our  purfuit,  that  it  improves 
and  exalts  them  all  :  That  it  affords 
the  belt  relief,  the  mod  folid  and  ra¬ 
tional  fupports,  under  thofe  numerous 
trials  and  affli&ions  which  are  common 
to  men  in  this  evil  world  :  And  laftly, 
That  the  practice  and  hopes  of  religion 
are  attended  with  other,  with  noble,  di¬ 
vine  pleafures,  and  heavenly  joys,  to 
which  wicked  men  are  not  only  ftran- 
gers,  but  of  which  they  cannot  even 
have  any  proper  or  adeOjiiate  conception. 
From  all  which  confiderations  laid  to¬ 
gether,  it  appears  that  a  religious  and 
truly  chriftian  life  is,  beyond  all  com- 
parifon,  the  happieft  that  a  man  can  live 
in  this  world  ;  and  that  the  pleafures  of 
the  wicked  are  mean,  low,  and  con¬ 
temptible,  when  compared  with  thofe 
which  good  men  enjoy.  And  from 
hence  the  main  conclufion  deligned  to 
be  drawn,  appears  in  a  clear  and  flrong 
light;  viz.  That  it  is  of  great  importance 
to  wicked  men  to  make  hafte,  and  not 
delay  to  keep  the  commandments  of 
God,  even  with  regard  to  their  prefent, 
temporal  welfare.  For  if  thefe  things 

are  as  they  have  been  reprefented,  as 

they 


they  certainly  are,  unlefs  reafon,  fcrip-  SERM 
ture  and  experience  all  confpire  to  de-  V* 
ceive  us,  (  which  is  impoffible  )  it  is  the  u"~v 
greateft  imprudence  and  folly  for  men 
to  perfevere  in  their  fins  ;  and  of  the  ut- 
moft  confequence  to  them,  immediately, 
and  in  earned,  to  devote  themfelves  to 
the  fervice  of  God. 

Some  other  arguments,  if  God  per¬ 
mit,  will  be  infilled  upon  hereafter. 

Let  me  conclude  for  the  prefent,  by  be- 
leeching  wicked  men,  if  there  are  any 
fuch  in  this  affembly,  duly  to  confider 
that  which  has  now  been  handled.— 
Whatever  objections  you  may  have  in 
other  refpeCts,  againft  a  fpeedy  return 
to  God  and  your  duty,  thro’  Jefus  Chrift 
the  redeemer  and  faviour  of  turners  ;  I 
am  almoft  confident  you  can  have  none, 

(  after  ferioufly  weighing  what  has  now 
been  offered  )  on  account  of  any  fuppo- 
fed  happinefs  which  this  would  oblige 
you  to  forego  :  I  mean,  any  which  is 
not  abfolutely  unworthy  the  purfuit  of 
reafonable  creatures  ;  and  the  lofs  of 
which,  would  not  be  infinitely  more 
than  compenfated,  by  the  pleafures  of 
piety  and  virtue.  This  common  ob¬ 
jection  is  doubtlels  fuggetted  by  the  evil 
One,  that  he  may  destroy  the  fouls  of 
tinners,  by  infilling  into  them  a  fenfelefs, 
r  M 
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SERM  irrational  fear,  that  they  will  make  them- 


V-  felves  miferable  by  faving  them  !  There 
■v-"'’  is  a  great  degree  of  infatuation  in  all 
iuch-like  apprehenfions  ;  there  being, 
not  only  no  villble  foundation  for  them 
in  nature  ;  but  they  being  utterly  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  plaineft  dictates  of  rea- 
fon,  revelation  and  experience,  all  uni¬ 
ted.  Be  allured  that  you  will  be  flran- 
gers  to  true  happinefs,  to  the  proper,  and 
almoft  only  happinefs  of  man,  fo  long 
as  you  continue  Grangers  to  true  religi¬ 
on,  and  “  alienated  from  the  life  of 
God.  ”  So  long  as  you  expebl:  to  drink 
of  pleafure,  while  at  a  diflance  from  the 
“  fountain  of  living  waters,  ”  you  will 
be  continually  difappointed,  and  flill 
thirfty  :  All  the  citterns  you  can  hew 
out  to  yourfelves,  will  be  broken,  leaky 
ones,  which  will  “  hold  no  water  ; 
none  that  is  pure  and  wholefome  ;  none 
but  what  will,  in  the  end,  rather  give 
you  a  vomit,  and  bring  fickhefs  and 
death,  a  terrible  death,  than  chear,  re- 
frefh,  and  immortalize  you.  But  you 
know  who  has  faid,  and  his  words  are 
true,  “  Whofoever  drinketh  of  the  wa- 
“  ter  that  I  fhall  give  him,  fhall  never 
“  thirft  ;  but  the  water  that  I  fhall  give 
“  him,  fhall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water, 

^  '  .  •  ,  in-  i  •  f  _  e  » 


“  fpringing  up  into  everlafling  life.  * 
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And  you  know  alfo,  how  free,  gracious  SB 
and  univerlal  the  invitation  is,  “  Ho ! 

“  every  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to 
“  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  mo¬ 
ney  :  come  ye,  buy  and  eat,  yea, 
come,  buy  wine  and  milk  without 
money,  and  without  price.  Where¬ 
fore  do  ye  fpend  money  for  that 
which  is  not  bread  l  and  your  labour 
for  that  which  fatisfieth  not  i  hear¬ 
ken  diligently  unto  me,  —  and  let 
your  foul  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefs.  In¬ 
cline  your  ear,  and  come  unto  me  : 
hear,  and  your  foul  lhall  live  ;  and  I 
will  make  an  everlafting  covenant 
with  you,  even  the  fure  mercies  of  f  Ifa. 
David.  ”  1  i,-3. 
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The  Reafonablenefs  and  Impor¬ 
tance  of  making  Hafte  to  keep 
.  God’s  Commandments.  The 
fourth  Argument;  drawn  from  a 
Confideration  of  the  greater  Pro- 
grefs  we  fhall  make  in  true  Wif- 

O 

dom  and  Holinefs,  and  of  the 
greater  Happinefs,  to  which  we 
ihall  attain  hereafter,,  it  we  de¬ 
vote  ourlelves  early  to  theService 
or  God. 
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PSALM  CXIX.  59,  60. 


I  ‘T H  OU  G  H'T  on  my  ways,  and  turned 
my  feet  unto  thy  teflimonies  : 

1  MADE  hajle ,  and  delayed  not  to  keep 
thy  commandments . 


SERM 

VI. 


N  the  three  la  ft  preceeding  difcourfes, 
the  reafonablenefs  and  importance 
of  making  hade  to  keep  God’s  com¬ 
mandments,  was  fhown  by  as  many 

dif- 


*r  ** 


different  arguments  :  viz.  From  a  con- 
fideration  of  the  fhortnefs  of  human  life, 
and  the  uncertain  duration  of  our  pro¬ 
bationary  Rate  :  The  greater  eafe  of  re¬ 
forming  without  delay,  than  if  it  be  de¬ 
ferred  till  the  habits  of  fin  and  vice  gain 
more  power  over  us :  And  laftly,  From 
a  confideration  of  the  fuperior  happinefs, 
peace  and  joy,  attending  a  religious  and 
virtuous  life,  compared  with  a  life  of 
impiety  and  vice, 

A  fourth  argument,  by  God’s  per- 
miffion  and  affiftance,  is  now  to  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  preeeeding,  to  fhew  flill  more 
plainly  the  reafonablenefs  and  impor¬ 
tance  of  making  hafte  to  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments,  in  oppofition  to  delaying  k 
to  another  feafon. 

And  the  argument  of  the  prefent  dif- 
courfe  fhall  be  drawn  from  this  confidera¬ 
tion, That  the  fooner  we  heartily  engage 
in  the  fervice  of  God,  the  greater  degree 
of  chriftian  perfection  we  fhall  probably 
arrive  at  in  this  world  ;  and  accordingly 
fhall  receive  fo  much  a  brighter  crown 
of  glory  and  joy  in  the  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven.  Let  us,  for  the  prefent,  wave  all 
other  confiderations,  and  confine  our  at¬ 
tention  to  this  alone,  that  by  God’s  blef- 
iing,  it  may  have  it’s  proper  and  full 
effeCt  upon  our  hearts  and  conduit. 

M3  It 
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It  was  not  faid  above,  pofitively, 
without  referve,  that  the  fooner  we  be¬ 
gin  to  keep  the  commandments  of  God, 
the  greater  degree  of  chriftian  perfection, 
and  future  felicity,  we  fhall  attain  to ; 
but  that  this  will  “  probably  ”  be  the 
confequence.  For  it  may  be  thought, 
that  this  is  not  univerfally  certain,  with¬ 
out  any  exceptions.  If  we  judge  accor¬ 
ding  to  appearance,  it  will  perhaps  be 
faid,  that  fome  perfons  who,  as  there  is 
reafon  to  think,  have  been  truly  religi¬ 
ous  and  virtuous  from  their  youth,  have 
yet  been  fo  immerfed  in  the  cares  of  this 
life,  and  fo  flothful  in  their  fpiritual  con¬ 
cerns,  even  while  they  ferved  the  Lord, 
that  they  have  at  laft,  when  full  of  days, 
been  chriftians  but  of  a  dwarfifh  fize  ; 
mere  babes  in  Chrift,  with  refpeCt  to 
their  fpiritual  growth  and  ftature,  tho' 
men  with  refpeCt  to  the  length  of  time 
lince  their  fpiritual  birth.  To  preferve 
a  due  diftinction  of  characters  in  our  fa- 
viour’s  parable  of  the  1  lower,  it  may 
feem  requifite  to  underhand  fuch  very 
imperfeCt,  tho’  fincere  chriftians,  as  thefe, 
where  it  is  faid,  that  “  fome  fell  among 
thorns  ;  and  the  thorns  fprung  up  and 
“  choked  them  b.  ”  Our  Lord  explains 
himfelf  thus,  “  He  alfo  that  received 


the  feed  among  thorns,  is  he  that  hear- 

eth 
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eth  the  word :  and  the  care  of  this  world,  SERM 

and  the  deceitfulnefs  of  riches  choke  the  _ _ 

word,  and  he  becometh  unfruitful c  h  ver.  23. 
Or,  as  it  is  explained,  perhaps  with 
greater  exacinefs  and  prec.ifion,  in  the 
parallel  place,  they  “  bring  no  fruit 
to  perfeBien  d  ”.  But  whatever  may  4  Lake 
be  the  true,  precife  meaning  of  thele  ^ 
words,  there  is  no  reafonable  ground  to 
doubt,  but  that  the  character  alluded  to 
above,  is  a  real  character  in  the  chriftian 
world.  And  tho  the  labor,  even  of  fuch 
imperfect  and  flothlul  chnftians,lhall  not 
be  wholly  in  vain ;  yet,  as  they  have  not 
**  abounded  always  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  ”  there  is  no  ground  to  think, 
that 4t  an  entrance  will  be  miniftred  to 
them  abundantly, into  his  everlalting  king¬ 
dom.  ”  If  they  gain  an  admittance  into 
that  blefled  Rate,  as  they  doubtlefs  will, 
they  may  well  be  content  with  an  infe¬ 
rior  manfion.  . 

On  the  other  hand  it  will  be  laid, 

That  there  have  been  examples  of  per- 
fons  who,  after  long  delays,  have  at 
length  turned  their  feet  unto  God’s  tef- 
ti monies ;  and  who  have,  by  redeeming 
the  time  with  uncommon  diligence,  un¬ 
der  a  peculiar  blefling  of  heaven,  arrived 
to  high  attainments  in  religion,  to  an  e- 
minent  degree  of  fan&ity,  and  chriftian 

M  4  Per~ 
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SERM  perfection  :  And  fuch  perfons  will  doubt- 
lefs  receive  a  glorious  recompence  of  re- 
ward,  m  proportion  to  their  aClual  at¬ 
tainments  in  wifdom  and  holinefs  ;  not 
in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time  fince 
they  ceafed  to  ferve  divers  lulls  and  plea- 
lures,  and  began  to  “  ferve  the  Lord 
Chi  ill.  .Such  reflections  as  thefe  may 

feem  to  be  verified,  or  in  fome  meafure 
confirmed,  by  our  daily  experience  and 
obfervation  of  what  comes  to  pafs  in  the 
common  affairs  and  bufinefs  of  human 
life.  For  a  man  may  be  at  his  proper 
work,  the  bufinefs  of  his  particular  cal- 
ling,  all  the  day,  even  from  morning  till 
pight  ;  and  yet  purfue  it  with  fo  much 
indifference  and  floth,  that  he  lhall  ac- 
complifli  but  little  at  laft.  Tho’  he  is 
before-hand  with  the  fun  in  his  riling, 
when  he  goeth  forth  to  his  labour,  and 
after  it  in  his  reclining  to  reft,  he  finds 
but  little, fruit  of  his  labour  which  he  has  ' 
taken  under  it.  On  the  contrary;  do 
we  not  fometimes  fee  a  man  indulging 
to  floth  the  former  part  of  the  day,  on 
the  bed  of  eafe,  faying,  “  A  little  more 
lleep,  a  little  more  dumber,  ”  roufed 
up  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  applying  him- 
felf  to  his  bufinefs  with  fo  much  addrefs 
and  induftry,  that  the  fetting  fun  beholds 
much  greater  effects  of  his  labour,  than 

*  *  ‘  of 


(rreater  Perfe&ion  &*  Glory . 


169 


of  the  other’s  ;  and  his  profit  proportio- 
nably  greater  ?  And  all  this,  it  will  be  y 
laid,  may  be  applied  to  men’s  religious  * 
concerns  and  labours,  to  the  time  when 
they  refpe&ively  begin,  and  the  rewards 
they  fhall  finally  receive. 

Now  the  truth  of  thefe  reprefentations 
and  faffs  is  not  to  be  abfolutely  denied  ; 
tho’  fuch  inflances  as  thofe  alluded  to, 
are  comparatively  rare.  And  the  gene¬ 
ral  truth  of  the  propofition,  which  is  the 
argument  of  this  difcourfe,  is  not  mate¬ 
rially  infringed  by  a  few  fingular  exam¬ 
ples  that  may  be  found  of  the  contrary  ; 
which  is  the  utmoft  that  can  be  pretend¬ 
ed.  But  if  we  look  a  little  more  care¬ 
fully  into  the  natural  import  of  the  af¬ 
fection  above,  it  mav  at  leafl  be  doubted, 
whether  fuch  examples  as  thefe,  are  re¬ 
ally  any  exceptions  at  all  to  the  truth  of 
it.  For,  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  when  it 
is  faid,  The  fooner  we  heartily  engage  in 
the  fervice  of  God,  the  greater  degree  of 
chriflian  perfection  we  fhall  arrive  at, 

8cc,  the  comparifon  implied,  does  not  lie 
between  us,  and  other  perfons,  but  is  con¬ 
fined  to  ourfelves  ;  and  lies  wholly  be¬ 
tween  our  beginning  earlier  or  later  in 
life,  to  keep  God’s  commands,  and  the 
greater  or  lefs  degree  of  perfection  and 
happinefs  ive  ourfelves  fhall  attain  to,  ac¬ 
cording 
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SERM  cording  as  we  do  one  or  the  other  ;  it 
VI.  being  Rill  fuppofed  that  we  engage  hear- 
tily  in  the  fervice  of  God,  whenever  we 
engage  in  it,  and  perfevere  therein  with 
diligence.  Which  being  confidered,  the 
proportion,  I  fuppofe,  is  not  only  pro¬ 
bably,  but  certainly  true  ;  however  true 
it  may  be,  at  the  fame  time,  that  fome 
perfons  who  begin  to  ferve  God  at  a  late 
feafon  of  life,  may,  by  uncommon  dili¬ 
gence,  and  a  peculiar  bleffing  on  their 
endeavours,  make  greater  advances  in 
piety  and  virtue  than  fome  others,  who 
did  not  delay  fo  long. 

An  d  now,  avoiding  all  ufelefs  fubtle- 
ties  as  much  as  poflible,  let  me  more  par¬ 
ticularly  explain  and  urge  the  prefent 
argument,  under  the  following  propor¬ 
tions  ;  viz. 

That  religion  is  progreflive  in  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  good  men  : 

That,  by  natural  confequence,  the 
fooner  any  one  begins  to  be  fincerely  re¬ 
ligious,  the  greater  improvement  he  will 
make  at  laft  in  holinefs  and  virtue  : 

That  the  greater  degree  of  chriftian 
perfection  we  attain  to,  the  greater  will 
be  our  happinefs  in  the  world  to  come : 
And  laftly,  which  is  the  practical  con- 
clufion  from  the  whole. 


That 
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That  it  is  highly  reafonabie,  and  of  SERJV1 

great  importance  to  us,  to  make  hafte,  ^ _ *  ^ 

or  that  we  do  not  delay,  to  turn  our  feet  - 
unto  God’s  teftimonies. 

The  former  of  thefe  proportions, 
now  to  be  enlarged  upon  in  their  order, 
is,  That  religion  is  progreffive  in  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  good  men.  When  a 
firmer  is  converted  from  the  error  of  his 
way,  to  the  wifdom  of  the  juft,  he  is  not 
at  once  made  perfect  in  holinefs, .  or  in 
any  chriftian  virtue :  So  far  from  it,  that 
no  man  attains  to  perfection,  ftriCtly 
fpeaking,  in  this  life  ;  there  is  always 
room  for  improvement  both  in  know¬ 
ledge  and  in  virtue,  how  long  loever  a 
man  has  been  engaged  in  the  fervice  of 
God.  And  there  is,  generally  at  leaft,  > 
moft  room  and  occafion  for  fuch  im¬ 
provement,  in  thofe  who  are  newly  en¬ 
tered  upon  a  religious  courfe  of  life. 
However  poflible  and  eafy  it  might  be 
fuppofed  to  be,  for  God,  by  his  grace 
and  Spirit,  at  once  to  produce  a  com- 
pleat  and  perfect  change  in  the  heart  of  a 
wicked  man,  as  compleat  and  perfeCt  as 
is  ever  effected  in  this  world  ;  yet  we 
know  it  is  not  agreeable  to  the  eftablifh- 
ed  method  of  divine  grace  to  effeCt  at 
once  fuch  a  thorough  change.  God  is 

pleafed,  after  our  regeneration,  to  leave 

our 
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$ERM  our  improvement  in  goodnefs  and  holi- 
.  '  ne^s’  *n  *ome  meafure,  to  our  felves ;  I 

~  do  not  mean  independently  of  him,  with¬ 
out  whom  we  can  do  nothing  ;  but  un¬ 
der  his  gracious  influence,  or  by  his  af- 
fiftance.  And  thus  it  is,  that  from  very 
imperfect  degrees  of  goodnefs,  the  new 
man  advances  to  higher,  to  a  nearer re- 
femblance  of  God,  after  whofe  image  he 
was  “  created  in  righteoufnefs,  and  true 
2  E^*  4-  liolinefs  *  ”  That  the  faints  thus  make 
progrefs  in  piety  and  virtue,  is  plainly  a- 
greeablc  to  the  doctrine  and  reprefentati- 
011s  ot  fcripture,  as  well  as  to  experience. 
Our  Saviour  fays,  that  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  like  to  a  grain  of  muftard-feed, 
the  leaft  of  all  feeds,  which  yet  groweth 
till  it  “  becometh  a  tree.  ”  This  is  ap¬ 
plicable,  not  only  to  the  external,  viflble 
kingdom  of  God  in  this  world,  under 
•  Chrilt,  who  is  to  reign  till  every  knee 
ihall  bow  to  him  ;  but  alfo  to  that  king¬ 
dom  of  God  which  is  “  within  us,  ”  and 
which  “  cometh  not  with  obfervation ;  ” 
or  that  kingdom  of  heaven  which,  the 
apoftle  fays,  “  is  not  meat  and  drink,  but 
righteoufnefs,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  ”  This  kingdom,  as  well 
as  the  external,  is  at  firft  fo  fmall  and 
imperfect,  that  it  may  be  fitly  compared 
to  a  grain  of  muftard-feed,  tho’,  by  the 

blefling 
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become  great  and  flourifhing,  even  like 
the  cedars  of  Lebanon.  Agreeably  here¬ 
to,  chriftians  are  exhorted  to  “  grow  in 
grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.  ”  It  is  faid, 
that  “  the  path  of  the  juft  is  as  the 
Ihining  light,  that  (hineth  more  and  more 
unto  the  perfect  day.  ”  St.  Paul  tells 
thole,  to  whom  he  wrote  one  of  his  e- 
piftles,  he  was“  perfwaded  that  He,  who 
had  begun  a  good  work  in  them,  would 
perform  it  unto  the  day  of  Chrift.”  The 
fame  apoftle  having  oblerved,  in,  his  e- 
piftle  to  the  Ephelians,  that  when  Chrift 
afcended,  he  gave  to  his  church,  apoftles, 
pallors,  teachers,  & c.  immediately  fub- 
joins,  as  the  end  and  delign  of  their  in- 
ftitution,  — •  “  for  the  perfecting  of  the 
faints,  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  for 
the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Chrift  ;  till 
we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith, 
and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God, 
unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  meafure  of 
the  ftature  of  the  fultiefs  of  Chrift  ;  that 
we  henceforth  be  no  more  children  ;  • — • 
but  (peaking  the  truth  in  love, may  grow 
up  into  him  in  all  things.  ”  This  may 
be  underftood,  both  with  reference  to 
the  church  in  general,  and  to  particular 


perfons.  In  conformity  whereto,  St, 
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3ERM  Paul,  even  after  he  had  been  many  years 
VI*  a  faithful  mimfter  of  Chrift,  and  not  be- 
hind  the  very  chief  of  the  apoftles,  fays 
of  himfelf,  under  an  humble  fenfe  of  his 
infirmities  and  imperfections  —  “  Not  as 
tho’  I  had  already  attained,  either  were 
already  perfeCt  ;  but  I  follow  after,  if 
that  I  may  apprehend  that  for  which  al- 
fo  I  am  apprehended  of  Chrift  Jefus. 
Brethren,  I  count  not  myfelf  to  have  ap¬ 
prehended  ;  but  this  one  thing  I  do,  for¬ 
getting  thofe  things  which  are  behind, 
and  reaching  forth  unto  thofe  things 
which  are  before,  I  prefs  toward  the 
mark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling 
of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus.  ” 

Now  all  thefe,  and  innumerable  other 
paflages  of  holy  fcripture,  plainly  fup- 
pofe  religion  to  be  progreflive  in  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  men  ;  to  be  weak  in 
it’s  beginning,  or  rife,  and  gradually  ad¬ 
vancing  towards  perfection,  by  the  care 
and  induftry  of  good  men,  under  the 
fmiles  and  influences  of  heaven,  or  the 
gracious  operations  of  God’s  fpirit.  And 
this  reprefentation,  as  was  intimated  be¬ 
fore,  is  verifyed  by  the  experience  of 
good  men  in  all  ages  and  generations. 
As  wicked  men  and  feducers  often,  not 
always,  “  wax  worfe  and  worfe  ” ;  fo 

good  men,  generally  at  leaft,  wax  bet¬ 
ter 
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ter  and  better ;  “  perfecting  holinefs  in 
the  fear  of  God  ”  ;  and  obtaining,  by  de-  t 
grees,  a  more  compleat  victory  over  their 
lufts,till  they  are  finally  made  even  “  more 
than  conquerors,  thro’  him  that  loved 
them  Thofe  who  are  born  of  the 
Spirit,  tho’  they  are  at  firft  truly  chil¬ 
dren  and  heirs  of  God,  and  are  in  one 
fenfe  perfeCt,  viz.  as  no  intire  member 
is  wanting  in  them  ;  yet  they  are  fpokeii 
of  as  being  but  “  babes  in  Chrift  ”  ; 
who  accordingly  need  to  be  “  fed  with 
milk  ”,  that  they  may  “  grow  there¬ 
by  ”  ;  not  with  “  ftrong  meat  ”,  which 
“  belongeth  to  them  that  are  of  full  age, 

«  even  thofe  who,  by  reafon  of  ufe,  have 
“  their  fenfos  exercifed  to  difcern  both 
“  good  and  evil.”  It  is  needlefs,I  imagine, 
to  enlarge  any  farther  in  the  proof  of  this 
point.  Reafon, fcripture  and  experience, 
all  concur  in  eftablifhing  its  truth,  be¬ 
yond  the  poflibility  of  a  rational  doubt 
concerning  it.  Let  us  therefore  proceed 
to  the  next  remark  mentioned  above  ; 
which  is  indeed  a  plain  confequence 
from  this  ;  viz. 

That  the  fooner  any  one  begins  to 
be  fxncerely  religious,  the  greater  im¬ 
provement  he  will  make  at  Taft  in  true 
wifdom,  virtue  and  holinefs ;  the  greater 

degree  of  chriftian  perfection  he  will  at- 

.  tain 
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SERM  tain  to  at  the  clofe  of  life.  Whatever  is 
VI*  progreflive  in  its  nature,  requires  time, 
and  is  improved,  advanced  and  perfe&ed 
thereby.  .  There  is  no  making  progrefs 
in  any  thing,  but  by  time.  And  if  re¬ 
ligion  in  men’s  hearts  and  lives  is  pro- 
greffive,  according  to  the  eftablilhed 
courie  of  nature,  and  the  methods  of 
God’s  grace,  agreeably  to  what  has  been 
faid  above,  it  follows  by  plain  confe- 
quence,  that  the  fooner  we  turn  our  feet 
unto  God’s  teftimonies,  the  greater  pro¬ 
grefs  we  Jfhall  have  made  in  chriltian 
piety,  when  our  days  are  numbered  and 
tinifhed.  The  nearer  our  lives  are  to  a 
period,  when  we  begin  to  fear  and  ferve 
God,  the  lefs  opportunity  we  have  for 
improvement,  and  the  lower  will  be  our 
attainments  at  laid.  Notwithstanding 
what  was  faid  in  the  beginning  of  this  dif- 
courfe,  any  man  wd)o  begins  his  worldly 
labor  with  the  day,  and  is  diligent  there- 
in,  will  do  more  than  if  he  delay’d  till 
it  was  far  fpent,  and  the  night  was  at 
hand,  “  wherein  no  man  can  work  ”. 
Accordingly  all  men  who  are  wife  in  the 
management  of  their  temporal  affairs, 
and  hope  to  thrive  by  their  indufhy,  un¬ 
der  the  blelfing  of  God,  are  early  at 
their  bufmefs.  And  you  would  think 
that  man  talk’d  very  irrationally,  who 

'  fhonld 
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fhould  tell  his  poor  neighbour,  that  he  SERM 
might  {land  aim  oft  all  the  day  idle,  and  VI. 
then  make, up  for  it,  by  doubling  his  di¬ 
ligence  when  the  fun  was  juft  fetting. 

This  is  contrary  to  experience,  and 
the  common  fenfe  of  mankind.  All 
which  is,  in  general,  applicable  to  the 
higher  concerns  and  bufinefs  of  religion. 

Youth  is  the  morning  of  human  life; 
death  the  evening  or  night :  And  cer¬ 
tainly  if  we  begin  to  be  wife  and  good, 
and  to  work  out  our  falvation,  in  the 
former,  and  perfevere,  diligently  in  do¬ 
ing  fo,  we  fhall  at  laft  be  wifer  and  bet¬ 
ter,  and  more  efte&ually  fecure  our  fal¬ 
vation,  than  if  we  delay  till  we  are  palt 
the  meridian  of  our  days,  and  death  is 
at  hand.  This  is  as  certain  as  it  is,  that 
if  a  man  travel  diligently  all  the  day,  be¬ 
ginning  his  journey  with  the  fun,  he 
will  get  farther  on  his  road  at  evening^ 
than  if  he  delay’d  till  the  afternoon. 

But  if  we  come  to  fa<ft  and  experi¬ 
ence,  the  fureft  guides  in  all  cafes  where¬ 
in  recourfe  may  be  had  to  them,  it  is 
plain,  that  thofe  perfons  who  have  known 
and  ferved  God  from  their  youth,  have 
been  much  oftner  eminent  for  their  know¬ 
ledge  and  great  improvements  in  chrifti- 
anity,  in  their  old  age,  than  they  who 
have  lived  as  without  God  in  the  world, 

N  till 


178  Making  Hafiz  tends  to 


till  gray  hairs  were  upon  them.  Tho’ 
we  fhould  allow  that  there  are  fome  ex¬ 
ceptions  here,  they  are  but  few.  And  as 
to  thofe  very  perfons  who  may  be  looked 
upon  as  exceptions,  I  mean  thofe  who 
have  made  a  great  progrefs  in  a  little 
time,  towards  the  elofe  of  life  ;  doubt- 
lefs  they  would  have  been  ftill  far  more 
eminent  for  their  fanftity  and  chriftian 
perfection,  had  they  not  delayed  fo  long 
to  keep  God’s  commandments.  If  this 
is  allowed,  it  is  fufftcient  to  my  prefent 
purpofe,  as  it  ftiows  that  the  degree  of 
our  attainments  in  true  w'ifdom  and  ho- 
Tineis,  depends  in  a  great  meafure,  under 
God,  on  the  time  that  we  begin  to  know 
and  ferve  him.  The  earlier  in  life  we 
do  this,  the  more  perfect  wre  fhall  be, 
when  the  time  of  our  departure  out  of 
this  world  is  at  hand,  and  we  are  going 
to  “  receive  the  things  done  in  the  body.” 
This  point,  I  imagine,  need  not  be  fur¬ 
ther  infilled  on,  it  being  fo  clear  from 
what  was  faid  above,  concerning  the 
progreftive  nature  of  religion. 

The  next  thing  to  be  confidered  is, 
That  the  greater  degree  of  chriftian  per¬ 
fection  we  attain  to  in  this  life,  the  grea¬ 
ter  will  be  our  glory  and  happinefs  in  the 
world  to  come.  The  recompence  of  re* 

ward  which  the  faints  lhallreceive  here* 

'  -  after, 
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fter,  is  not,  indeed,  a  reward  of  merit,  SERM 
tridly  fpeaking,  but  of  grace  ;  “  the  VI. 
;ift  of  God  thro’ Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.” 
lowever,  the  holy  fcriptures  themfelves 
>ften  call  it  by  the  name  of  a  reward  : 

Uid  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  fays  exprefly, 

Behold  I  come  quickly,  and  my  re¬ 
ward  is  with  me  to  give  to  every  man”, 
cc.  Now  if  the  righteous  are  to  be  re- 
yarded,  it  is  moft  agreeable  to  reafon 
nd  fcripture  to  fuppofe,that  they  fhall  be 
ewarded  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of 
heir  goodnefs  and  holinefs  refpedively, 
lowever  undeferving  all  may  be  ;  the 
erfedler  here,  the  happier  hereafter. 

^his  fuppofition  beft  accords  to  our  con- 


eptions  of  God,  as  the  all-wife,  good 
nd  perfect  governor  of  the  world;  With, 
/horn  there  is  no  refpecft  of  perfons  in 
ldgment ;  who  is  neither  influenced  by 
ny  blind,  groundlefs  prejudice  againft, 
or  by  weak  partiality  in  favour  of,  any 
f  thofe  fouls  which  he  has  made,  and 
yhich  are  all  equally  his,  the  fouls  of 
le  parents, and  the  fouls  of  the  children, 
t  is  natural  for  us  to  expert,  that  the 
ommon  Father  of  fpirits,  the  Father  of 
II,  will  difpenfe  his  favors  to  his  chil- 
ren,  in  a  ftate  of  retribution,  not  at  ran- 
om,  or  with  the  capricioufnefs  of  a 
iwlefs,  unregulated  fovereignty  ;  but 

N  2  accord- 
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SERM  according  to  fome  wife,  proper,  and  fix- 
VI.  ed  rule  of  diftribution.  And  if  it  is  rea- 
fonable  to  expert,  that  the  righteous 
judge  of  the  earth,  how  fovereign  foever 
he  may  be,  will  do  thus  ;  what  method 
of  diftribution  is  fo  likely  to  be  obferved 
by  him,  as  that  of  conferring  greater  de¬ 
grees  of  happinefs  on  his  fervants,  in  ex- 
aft  proportion  to  the  degrees  of  their  per- 
feftion  refpeftively,  or  their  diligence 
and  fidelity  in  his  fervice  ?  Can  we  think 
of  any  other  rule  or  method  to  be  obfer¬ 
ved,  in  this  matter,  which  fo  eafily  and 
naturally  falls  in  with  our  ideas  of  God, 
as  the  wife,  juft  and  good  governor  of 
the  world  ?  or  indeed,  which  it  would 
not  be  very  difficult,  at  leaft,  to  recon¬ 
cile  with  fuch  a  charafter  ?  In  this  way, 
there  will  ftill  be  encouragement  left  for 
all,  even  the  moft  perfeft,  as  well  as  molt 
imperfeft  chriftians,  to  exert  themielves, 
and  to  abound  always  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  in  hopes  of  attaining  to  greater 
glory  and  felicity  in  the  regions  of  im¬ 
mortality  :  And  the  belief  hereof  has 
an  apparent  tendency  to  promote  piety 
and  virtue  amongft  men.  On  any  o- 
ther  fuppofition,  there  is  far  lefs  encou¬ 
ragement  to  virtue  ;  any  other  would 
have  a  manifeft  tendency  to  damp  our 

endeavours  after  perfeftion,  and  be  very 

preju- 
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prejudicial  to  the  intereR  of  virtue  in  the  SERM 
world.  For  it  is  rather  folly  and  impie-  *  t 
ty,  than  true  wifdom,  for  us  to  pretend 
to  a  more  difinterefled  and  refined  vir¬ 
tue, than  that  of  the  captain  of  our  falva- 
tion,  who  hath  fet  us  an  example,  that 
wefhould  follow  his  Reps ;  of  whom  it  is 
faid,  in  his  humble  and  afflicted  Rate  in 
this  world,  that  “  for  the  joy  that  was 
“  fet  before  him,  he  endured  the  crofs, 

“  defpifing  the  ihame,  ”  &c. 

It  is,  moreover,  to  be  confidered  here, 
that  the  happinefs  of  reafonable,  moral 
and  religious  creatures,  muR  almoR  ne- 
cefifarily  be  in  proportion  to  the  degree 
of  their  wifdom  and  moral  perfection,  in 
whatever  Rate  or  world  they  are.  We 
find  it  fo,  even  in  this  world,  almoR  in¬ 
variably,  amidfi  the  confufions,  and  ap¬ 
parent  diforders  of  the  prefent  Rate ;  and 
notwithfianding  the  many  feeming  hin¬ 
drances  and  obRacles  that  are  in  the  way 
of  virtue,  or  obRruCtions  to  the  natural 
and  genuine  effects  thereof.  In  the  fu¬ 
ture  Rate,  we  are  allured  thefe  obRacles 
or  obRruCtions  lhall  be  removed  out  of 
the  way.  It  is  therefore  at  leafl  probable, 
if  not  certain,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
that  in  that  other  Rate,  virtue  lhall  inva- 

°  •  y 

riably,  and  without  exception,  have  it  s 
full  effieCt  that  it  lhall  actually  produce 

N  3  thofe 
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SERM  thofe  confequences,  which  it  partly  pro- 
_  * ,  duceth  now,  in  a  greater  degree,  much 
more  uniformly  and  immutably  ;  fo  that 
the  faints  fhall  of  courfe  be  the  happier, 
as  they  are  wifer,  and  more  holy,  o'r  more 
like  God,  “  blelTed  forever.  ”  In  that 
Rate,  where  bodily  pains  and  fkknefs 
are  no  more  ;  where  the  “  wicked  ceafe 
from  troubling”;  where  the  fociety  fhall 
confift  only  of  fuch  as  are  good  and  wor¬ 
thy,  it  muft^  needs  be,  that  the  meafure 
of  each  one’s  happinefs  and  glory,  will 
be  the  degree  of  his  capacity  for  rational 
happinefs;  i.  e.  his  moral  perfection,  .or 
liken efs  to  God. 

What  has  been  obferved  above, could 
not  be  denied,  or  called  in  queftion, 
on  any  principles  of  reafon,  even  tho’ 
the  holy  fcriptures  had  been  intirely  h- 
lent  as  to  this  point.  Had  they  only  in- 
formed  us  in  general,  that  good  men 
were  to  be  rewarded  hereafter,  without 
faying  any  thing  particularly  concerning 
the  rule  that  was  to  be  obferved  in  con¬ 
ferring  this  reward  ;  we  might  rationally 
infer  from  the  divine  perfections,  and 
from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  that  the 
good  would  be  rewarded  refpeCtively,in 
proportion  to  their  virtue  and  perfection ; 
efpeci'ally  confidering,  what  is  feen  and 
experienced  even  in  this  world  of  con- 

fufion. 
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fufion,  that  men  are  now  generally,  if 
not  univerfally,  happy  in  the  like  pro¬ 
portion  ;  for  there  are  very  few,  if  any 
exceptions. 

However,  the  fcriptures  are  far 
from  being  fllent  as  to  this  point :  They 
plainly  teach  this  doctrine,  fo  encourag¬ 
ing  to  men,  fo  apparently  calculated  to 
promote  piety  and  holinefs  in  the  world. 
Our  Saviour  has  not  only  told  us,  that 
in  his  Father  s  houfe  there  are  “  many 
manlions,  ”  intimating  that  they  were 
prepared  and  made  fuitable  for  the 
guefts,  they  were refpe&ively  to  receive; 
but  he  fpeaks  of  fome  perfons,  whofe 
reward  fhall  be  “  great  in  heaven  ;  ” 
emphatically  great ;  they  having  diftin- 
guilhed  themfdves  by  their  eminent  vir¬ 
tue  and  faithfulnefs,  under  fome  peculiar 
circumftances  of  difficulty  and  difcou- 
ragement.  The  apoftle  Paul  does  not 
only  tell  us  in  general,  that  whatfoever 
a  man  foweth,  that  he  fhall  alfo  reap  ; 
but,  that  “  he  that  foweth  fparingly,  fhall 
reap  fparingly  ;  and  that  he  that  foweth 
bountifully,  fhall  reap  alfo  bountifully  :  ’* 
Which  language  is  not  the  lefs  intelligi¬ 
ble,  becaufe  it  is  metaphorical  ;  but  is 
as  fully  expreffive  of  the  thing  here  in¬ 
tended,  as  if  it  had  been  faid,  that  he 
fhall  receive  an  abundant  reward,  who 

N  4  abounds 
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SERM  abounds  in  piety  and  good  works.  It 
‘ forne,  in  the  parabolical  way, 
that  they  had  dominion  given  them  over 
“  ten  cities,  ”  becaufe  they  had  gained 
“  ten  pounds  j  ”  others,  over  “  five  cities,” 
who  had  gained  “  five,  ”  &c.  The  true 
moral  of  which,  agreeable  to  the  point 
before  us,  cannot  eafily  be  miftakcn  by 
any  one,  who  is  not  willingly  ignorant 
and  deceived.  And,  indeed,  that  com¬ 
mon  expreflion  in  the  new  teftament, 
that  men  fhall  be  rewarded  “  according 
to  their  works,  ”  plainly  implies  the  fame 
thing.  For  the  righteous  will  not,  pro¬ 
perly  lpeaking,  be  rewarded  “  according 
to  their  works,  ”  merely  by  having  a  re¬ 
ward  bellowed  on  them,  unlefs  that  re¬ 
ward  be  alfo  in  fome  fuitable  proportion 
to  their  works,  refpe&ively  ;  and  fo, 
greater  or  lefs  in  degree,  according  to 
the  degree  of  their  goodnefs,  and  moral 
attainments.  To  this  I  may  fubjoin, 
without  a  comment,  which  is  unnecef- 
fary,  the  words  of  the  apollle  :  “  There 
“  is  one  glory  of  the  fun,  another  glory 
“  of  the  moon,  and  another  glory  of  the 
“  liars ;  for  one  liar  difiereth  from  ano- 
“  ther  liar  in  glory.  So  alfo  is  the  rejur- 
“  reft  ion  of  the  dead.  ” 

There  is,  however,  one  obje&ion 
which  may  perhaps  arife  here,  ground¬ 
ed 
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parable  of  the  labourers  in  the  vineyard f,  V1,  t 

which  it  will  be  proper  briefly  to  obvi-  Matth. 
ate,  before  we  proceed  any  farther.  It  ch.20. 
is  faid  of  thefe  labourers,  fome  of  whom 
came  to  work  in  the  vineyard  in  the 
morning,  and  others,  not  till  the  eleventh 
hour,  that  at  night  they  all  received  an 
equal  reward,  “  every  man  a  penny  £  e  ver.  9; 
At  which  the  former  “  murmured  ” ;  to 
one  of  whom  the  Lord  ol  the  vineyard 
anfwered,  “  Friend,  I  do  thee  no  wrong: 

—  “  Is  it  not  lawful  for  me  to  do  what 
“  I  will  with  mine  own  ?  Is  thine  eye 
“  evil,j  becaufe  I  am  good  h  ?  ”  It  may  »  ver.13 
poflibly,  at  firfl:  view,  feem  the  defign  of  J5* 
this  parable  to  intimate,  not  only  that 
God  might  without  injuftice,  but  that 
he  finally  will,  beftow  an  equal  reward 
on  all  good  men,  whether  they  have 
ferved  him  from  their  youth,  or  only  to¬ 
wards  the  clofe  of  life  ;  or,  without  ma¬ 
king  any  diftin<flion  between  them,  in 
refpeft  of  the  different  degrees  of  their 
piety  and  goodnefs.  This,  however,  is 
by  no  mean  the  intent  of  the  parable. 

The  known  partiality  and  pride  of 
the  Jews,  who  had  long  been  God’s  pe¬ 
culiar  people  ;  their  contempt  of  the 
Gentiles  ;  their  difdaining  the  thoughts 
of  their  ever  being  put  on  a  footing  with 


them- 
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SERM  themfelves  in  the  kingdom  or  church  of 
* ,  God,  fo  as  to  be  equally  heirs  of  eternal 
life  ;  thefe  things,  I  fay,  give  us  the 
true  clue  for  interpreting  this  parable. 
The  church,  or  kingdom  of  God  in  this 
World,  is  here  reprefented  under  the  fi- 
militude  of  a  vineyard.  God’s  calling 
different  people  or  nations  into  his 
church,  in  different  periods  of  the  world, 
the  Jews  firft,  and  afterwards  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  is  reprefented  by  the  Lord  of  the 
vineyard’s  hiring  labourers  at  different 
times  of  the  day,  fome  in  the  morning, 
and  fome  at  the  eleventh  hour.  Under 
the  fimilitude  of  his  giving  every  man 
a  penny  at  night,  without  any  regard  to 
the  time  when  they  came  into  the  vine¬ 
yard,  is  reprefented  to  us  God’s  defign, 
in  the  day  of  judgment,  to  beflow  on 
the  faithful  Gentiles  as  great  a  reward,  as 
on  the  faithful  Jews,  tho’  not  called  into 
his  church  and  kingdom  till  long  after 
them.  This  is  the  true  intent  of  the 
parable :  Not  that  individuals,  particular 
perfons,  whetherjews  orGentiles,  fhould 
not  be  varioufly  rewarded  hereafter,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  degree  of  their  goodnefs 
(which  would  be  repugnant  both  to  rea- 
fon,and  to  many  clear  teflimonies  of  fcrip- 
ture  )  ;  but  that  no  difference  fhould  be 
jnade  between  Jews  andGentiles,  asfuch; 

tho’ 
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tho’  the  former  wereGod’s  people  fo  long  SERM 
before  the  latter ;  and  therefore  expelled,  VI. 
in  all  other  things  to  have  the  pre-emi-  '* 
nence,  as  what  of  right  belonged  to  them. 

It  was  to  humble  this  vain  confidence, 
and  arrogance,  of  the  Jews,  that  our 
Lord  more  efpecially  fpake  this  parable. 

And,  indeed,  he  plainly  intimates,  both 
in  the  verfe  immediately  preceeding,and 
in  the  clofe  of  it,  that  forne  of  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  who  were  laft  in  the  church  of 
God  on  earth,  might  be  firft  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven  above.  Infhort, -the 
words  of  the  apoftle,  1  are  a  good  com-  ,  „  , 
ment  on  this  parable,  tho  they  do  not  28, 29, 
take  in  all  the  parts  of  it :  “  There  is  nei- 
“  ther  Jew  nor  Greek,”  fays  he,  “  there 
“  is  neither  bond  nor  free  —  for  ye  are 
“  all  one  in  Chrift  Jefus  :  And  if  ye  be 
“  Chrift’s,  then  are  ye  Abraham’s  feed, 

“  and  heirs  according  to  the  promife.  ” 

And  the  main  defign  of  it  may  be  fur¬ 
ther  illuftrated  by  our  Lord’s  own  words 
to  the  Jews k  ;  “  And  they  ihall  come  ^Luk.i?; 
“  from  the  eaft,  and  from  the  weft,  and  29>  3°- 
“  from  the  north,  and  from  the  fouth ; 

“  a°d  fhall  fet  down  in  the  kingdom  of 
“  God.  And  behold,  there  are  laft 
“  which  fhall  be  firft,  and  there  are 
“  fitfl  which  fhall  be  laft.  ”  And  there 
is  the  more  reafon  for  interpreting  this 
......  parable 
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SERM  parable  agreeably  hereto,  becaufe  it  is 
VI-  both  introduced  and  clofed  with  almoft 
the  fame  words ;  “  But  many  that  are 
“  firft,  fhall  be  laft ;  and  the  laft  fhall  be 
“  firft,  ”  &c. 

We  may  therefore,  notwithftanding 
this  parable,  be  very  certain  from  the 
reflexions  above,  efpecially  from  the 
paflages  of  fcripture  before  referred  to, 
that  God  will  hereafter  beftow  a  diftin- 
guifhed  reward  in  heaven,  on  thofe  who 
have  early  devoted  themfelves  to  his  fer- 
vice,  and  been  eminently  faithful  there¬ 
in  :  A  doXrine  very  important  in  its 
confequences,  as  it  affords  the  greateft 
encouragement  to  virtue  ;  which  would 
be  apt  to  flag  and  languifh,  even  in  the 
beft  of  men,  were  it  not  animated  from 
time  to  time,  by  fuch-like  refleXions. 

But  I  come  now  more  particularly 
to  draw  the  praXical  conclufion  from 
the  premifes,  thus  effablifhed  ;  which  is, 
that  linners  fhould  not  delay,  but  make 
hafte  to  keep  God’s  commandments  :  An 
inference,  which  all  mull  needs  fee,  is 
juftly  deduced.  For  if  religion  be  pro- 
greflive  in  the  heart  and  life ;  if  the  foon- 
er  we  begin  to  be  wife  and  virtuous,  the, 
more  likely  we  are  to  attain  to  high  de¬ 
grees  of  chriftian  perfeXion  ;  and,  final¬ 
ly,  if  the  more  perfeX  we  are  in  this 

world, 
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world,  the  more  happy  we  fiiall  be  in  SERM 
the  other ;  if  thefe  things  are  fo,  furely 
it  is  highly  reafonable,  and  of  great  im-  *■ 
portance  to  us  all,  to  be  fpeedy  in  our 
return  to  God  thro*  Jefus  Chrift,  inftead 
of  delaying  to  keep  his  teftimonies. 

Our  own  intereft  is  far  more  efTentially 
concerned  herein,  than  in  any  thing  elfe,  1 
which  we  can  poflibly  conceive  of ;  and 
doubtlefs,  what  makes  any  thing  to  be 
of  importance  to  us,  is  its  connection 
with  our  own  well-being. 

And,  tor  what  is  it  wrorth  while  to 
exert  ourfelves,  to  rife  up  early,  and  lit 
up  late,'  and  eat  the  bread  of  carefulnefs  ? 

For  what  does  it  concern  us  to  make 
halte,  rather  than  that  we  may  obtain 
adiftinguilhedcrown  of  glory  in  heaven ! 

If  to  be,  in  an  eminent  degree,  like  to 
God  ;  if  to  be  high  in  his  favour  and  ef- 
teem  ;  if  to  be  greatly  blefled  among  the 
blefled  ;  if  to  have,  as  it  were,  a  double 
portion  among  the  fons  of  God  y  if  to 
have  an  abode  in  one  of  the  raoft  glori¬ 
ous  manfions  in  his  houfe  ;  and,  perhaps, 
caught  up  even  to  the  third  heaven, 
where  the  apoftle  was ;  I  fay,  if  it  is  not 
worth  our  while  to  be  in  hafte  for  thefe 
things,  it  may  be  prefumed,  no  one  can 
tell,  what  is  fo  ;  or  what  is  worthy  even 
the  leaft,  or  lateft  concern  of  man. 

You 
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SERM  Yo  u  are  probably,  moft,  or  all  ofyou, 
•  my  brethren,  lometimes  very  eager  in 
certain  purfuits  in  fo  much  hafte,  that 
jou  can  fcarce  allow  your  felves  time 
to  take  your  needful  reft,  and  refrefh- 
ment.  Be  fo  kind,  at  leaft  to  yourfelvcs, 
as  to  paufe  a  little  here  ;  and  reflet, 
What  the  aims  and  purfuits  are, on  which 
you  are  fo  intent,  in  fo  great  a  hurry, 
and  which  will  admit  of  no  delay.  Have 
you  fome  end  in  view,  which  is  truly 
worthy  and  noble?  which  being  attained, 
will  make  you  a  full  compenfation  ?  Pof- 
fibly  it  may  be  fo.  But,  if  you  will  not 
cenfure  me,  as  being  too  prying,  and  in- 
quifitive, into  what  is  particularly  your  own 
concern ,  I  would  beg  leave  juft  to  afk  fur¬ 
ther,  whether  the  objecft  of  all  this  hafte 
and  care,  is  beyond  death  and  the  grave, 
in  the  world  to  come,  or  in  this  world  ? 
If  the  former,  you  are  then  in  hafte,  and 
intent  on  “  feeking  the  kingdom  of  God 
and  his  righteoufnefs  ”  ;  that  you  may 

obtain  an  exceeding  great  reward  in  hea¬ 
ven  ;  and  be,  in  a  diftinguifhed  fenfe 
“  His,  in  the  day  wrhen  he  makes  up  his 
jewels  Nothing  can  be  more  reafo* 
liable  than  this  :  Angels'applaud  this  pur- 
t  fuit,  this  hafte,  this  eagernefs :  angels  ho¬ 
ver  over,  and  protect  you  ;  and  may  an¬ 
gels  ftill  minifter  to  you,  as  to  the  “  heirs 

of 
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of  falvation  But  you  mu  ft  excufe  me  ;  SERM 
methinks  I  hear  one  and  other,  faying,  VI. 

“  This  is  not  what  we  are  feeking  after,  *— 'V— ^ 
: 4  what  we  are  fo  intent  upon.  ”  Well 
then,  you  are  thus  eager  and  intern,  in 
fo  much  hafte,  about  fomething  in  this 
world.  If  it  is  not,  that  you  may  be  dif-  , 
tinguilhed  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
lereafter,  it  is,  that  you  may  attain  to 
liftinguifhing  honours,  or  riches,  here  ; 

Dr,  that  you  may  gratify  to  the  full, 
your  fenfual  appetites.  But  poflibly  you 
nay  be  as  unfuccefsful  in  thefe  purfuits  as 
the  moft  are.  But  if  not;  and  you  fhould 
>ecome  in  power  a  Csefar,  in  riches  a 
>asfus,  in  pleafure  a  Luccullus  or  Sar- 
lanapalus,how  long  are  you  to  continue 
:hus  great,  wealthy,  and  voluptuous  r 
Always  ?  But  if  you  were,  what  is  this 
n  comparifon  of  what  you  would  gain, 

)y  making  hafte  to  keep  God’s  command- 
nents,  and  having  him  your  friend  and 
Dortion  forever?  Alas !  your  hearts  are 
fet  on  vanity  and  bubbles :  you  catch 
greedily  at  ftraws  and  trifles  ;  and  even 
it  fhadows,  as  is  faid  in  the  fable,  while 
you  lofe  the  fubftance  ;  the  heavenly 
srown,  the  true  riches,  the  pearl  of  great 
price,  the  pleafures  which  are  at  God’s 
right-hand.  Be  wifer  for  your  felves  ; 
love  your  felves  better  ;  and  without 

further 


192  Making  Hafte  tends  to 

SERM  further  delay,  turn  your  feet  unto  God's 
VI.  teflimonies,  in  keeping  which  “  there  is 
J  great  reward  ”  to  all ;  efpecially  to  thofe 
who  do  it  early,  and  attain  to  high  de¬ 
grees  of  perfe&ion.  Amongft  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  God,  there  are  fome  as  much 
more  his  children  than  others,  by  their 
eminent  piety  and  virtue,  as  fome  are 
more  the  children  of  the  devil  than  others, 
by  their  greater  wickednefs  and  degene¬ 
racy.  Their  portion  refpe&ively  will, 
as  has  been  fhown,  be  accordingly.  Let 
it  be  your  endeavour,  that  you  may  be 
as  highly  exalted  in  heaven,  as  others 
will  be  low  in  the  place  of  torment,  when 
all  the  wricked  are  “  thruft  down  to  hell 
As  there  is  reafon  to  fear,  very  many  of 
thofe  will  be,  who  are  now  the  children 
of  God’s  vifible  church  and  kingdom, 
and,  in  that  refpedt,  “  lifted  up  to  hea¬ 


ven. 


Let  me  therefore  conclude  this  dif- 
courfe,  by  befeeching  thofe  who  name 
the  name  of  Chrift,  and  are  now  going 
to  receive  the  memorials  of  his  body 
broken,  and  his  blood  Ihed,  for  the  re- 
miflion  of  fins,  *  not  only  to  depart  from 
all  iniquity  ;  but,  by  God’s  grace  and 
afliftance,  to  excel  in  all  chriftian  virtues. 

*  N.  B.  Thi*  difcourfc  was  delivered  on  *  communion 

.  "  ^  All 


to  anfwer  moral  ehds  :  Not,  as  many 
would  flatter  themfelves,  that  the  obfer- 
vers  of  them  might  have  a  difpenfatioti 
from  oblerving  moral  obligations,  the 
molt  fundamental  and  indifpenfable  of 
all  others.  It  is  naturally  and  reafona- 
bly  expected,  that  thofe  who  make  fuch 
a  profeflion  of  religion,  fhould  abound 
in  thofe  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  which 
are,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  to  the  gl< 
praife  of  God.  “  What  do  y< 
than  others  ?  ”  Let  us  now,  and 
eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cuj 
Lord,  whereby  we  fhew  forth  h 
till  he  come,  in  fuch  a  humbl< 
and  grateful  commemoration  of 
fion  ;  with  fuch  a  juft  fenfe  of  t 
mate  deftgn  of  this  inftitution, 
now  be  acceptable  to  God  our  f 
and  have  a  good  influence  on  ou 
lives ;  that  we  may  be  made  rea 
internally,  the  better  by  it  ;  a 
more  devoted  to  Him,  who  diet 
the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  that  h 
bring  us  unto  God.  ”  The  cer 
inftitutions  of  the  gofpel,  were, 
minifters  of  it,  given  “  for  the 
ing  of  the  faints  ; —  that  we  ms 
“  up  into  him  in  all  things,  wh 
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SERM  “  Head,  even  Chriffc  If  our  minds  are 
VI.  fufficiently  enlarged  to  receive  the  great 
ideas  here  expreffed  ;  if  God.  who  cau- 
fed  the  “  light  to  fhine  out  of  darknefs, 
hath  fo  fhined  into  our  hearts,  as  to  give 
us  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  his  glo¬ 
ry  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift  ”  ;  we  fhall 
be  in  no  danger  of  perverting  the  defign 
of  this  facred  ordinance,  or  abufing  it  to 
licentioulhefs.  We  fhall  thereby,  grow 
in  grace,  in  goodnels,  in  the  love  of  God 
and  man,  and  every  chriftian  virtue. 
Thus,  “  when  he  who  is  our  life  fhall 
“  appear,  we  alfo  fhall  appear  with  him 
“  in  glory  ”.  And  fince  it  is  to  be,  in 
the  refurredion  of  the  dead,  as  it  is  now, 
“  one  ftar  differing  from  another  in  glo- 
14  ry,  ”  it  will  be  a  noble  ambition  in 
us  to  endeavour  to  excel  in  virtue  here, 
that  we  may  appear  with  a  diftinguifh- 
ing  lu  ft  re  in  that  blefled  day,  when  all 
“  they  that  be  wife  lhall  fhine  as  the 
“  brightnefs  of  the  firmament ;  and  they 
“  that  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs,  as 

1  Dan. 12.  “  the  ftars  for  ever  and  ever 
3  * 
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TnERcafonablenefs  and  Importance 
of  making  Halle  to  keep  God’s 
Commandments.  The  fifth  Ar¬ 
gument;  drawn  from  a  Confede¬ 
ration  of  the  peculiar  Amiable- 
nefs  of  Virtue  and  Religion  in 
Youth  ;  the  peculiar  Infamy  of 
Vice  in  Age  ;  and  the  greater 
Honour  we  do  to  God  and  our 
Redeemer,  by  devoting  the  Morn¬ 
ing  of  Life  to  Religion,  than  by 
delaying  the  Service  of  God  till 
old,  or  middle  Age. 


xxxx\x^xxxxwxxxxx»<xxxxxx>ax>c<N 


PSALM  CXIX.  59,  60. 

1  THOUGHT  on  my  ways ,  and  turned 
my  feet  unto  thy  tejlimonies  : 

1  Msl  D  E  hajie ,  and  delayed  not  to  keep 
thy  commandments . 


FOUR  arguments  have  already  been  SERM 
infilled  on,  in  order  to  Ihow  the  VII. 
reafonablenefs  and  importance  ofmaking 

O  2  halte 
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SERM  hade  to  keep  God’s  commandments. 
*  ne^e  arguments  were,  The  fhortnefs, 
v  and  uncertain  duration  of  our  probatio¬ 
nary  hate  :  The  greater  eafe  of reforming 
now,  than  of  doing  it  hereafter  :  The 
i  uperior  happinefs  attending  a  religious 
and  virtuous  life  :  And  the  greater" per¬ 
fection  and  glory,  to  which  we  fhall  at¬ 
tain,  by  devoting  ourfelves  early  to  the 
fervice  ofGod.  It  is  propofed,by  divine 
afliitance,  to  Hate  and  urge  another  ar¬ 
gument  in  this  difcourfe,  with  the  fame 
general  view,  of  fhowing  you  the  im¬ 
portance  of  making  haffe  in  this  matter. 

T h  e  argument  here  intended,  fhall 
be  drawn  from  a  confideration  of  the 
peculiar  amiablenefs  of  religion  and  vir¬ 
tue  in  the  young,  the  peculiar  infamy  of 
vice  in  mature  life,  and  the  greater  ho¬ 
nor  we  do  to  God  and  our  Redeemer, 
by  making  haffe  to  keep  the  command¬ 
ments,  than  if  this  is  delayed  to  the  de¬ 
cline,  or  even  the  meridian  of  our  days. 
This  argument,  you  perceive,  is  calcu¬ 
lated  to  operate  upon  that  fenfe  of  ho¬ 
nor,  that  deiire  of  applaufe,  that  dread 
fhame,  that  quick  and  delicate  fenfe  of 
things,  which  are  natural  to  ingenuous 
minds,  before  perlons  are  gone  far  in  the 
paths  of  vice  ;  rather  than  it  is  to  work 
on  perfons  of  a  dull,  a  rough,  crabbed, 

or 
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or  four  nature,  made  Hill  worfe  by  cuf-  5ERM 
tomary  finning  ;  efpeciaily,  than  it  is  to  VI. 
work  on  quite  hardned,  veteran  tranf- 
grelTors ;  to  whofe  impious  rebellion  and 
war  again!!  heaven,  nothing  but  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  damnation,  and  perhaps  not  even 
they,  can  put  a  period. 

Some,  yea,  many,  will  probably  look 
on  the  argument  mentioned  above,  as 
being  of  very  little  weight  or  force  ;  and 
efpeciaily  after  thole  more  fubftantial, 
or,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  more  grofs 
and  palpable  ones,  which  have  been 
handled  in  fome  preceeding  clifcourfes. 

For  I  am  not  infenfible,  that  there  are 
many  perfons  of  fuch  a  faturnine,  lum- 
pifh  and  indelicate  make,  both  among 
the  old  and  the  young,  that  they  can 
fcarcc  apprehend  the  force  of  any 
motives  or  arguments,  befides  thofe  that 
either  promife  them  fome  happinefs,  or 
menace  them  with  fome  evil, of  a  groffer 
kind.  Accordingly,  the  holy  fcriptures 
abound  with  threatnings  and  promifes, 
motives  and  arguments  of  the  latter  fort ; 
fuch  as  fet  before  men  blefling  and  cur¬ 
ling,  great  and  fenfible  evils,  and  great  and 
fenfible  good,  refembled  to  thole  things 
which  are  commonly  the  moft  dread¬ 
ed,  and  the  moft  valued  in  this  world. 

And  arguments  of  this  kind  are  probably 
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SvrrM  °f  the  m°ft  §eneral  ufe  and  benefit  to 
,  men,  considering  what  their  frame  is  ; 

how  grofs  their  fenfes  and  apprehen- 
ilons  of  things  commonly  are.  How¬ 
ever  there  are  other  conliderations,  which 
ought  not  to  be  u'holly  neglected,  as 
they  may  give  an  additional  weight  to 
thefe. ;  and,  indeed,  may  pofiibly  have  a 
greater  influence  on  perfons  of  an  inge¬ 
nuous  temper,  than  thofe  more  fubftan- 
tial  ones,  alluded  to  above.  And  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  there  are  not  wanting  feme 
amongft  us,  who  can  apprehend,  and 
even  feel  the  torce  oi  that,  which  is  to 
be  ill  nitrated  in  this  difeourfe.  I  have 
called  it  but  one  argument  :  Howrever, 
it  mult  be  refolved  into,  and  considered 
under,  the  following  particulars,  which 
are  the  constituent  parts  thereof :  viz. 

That  religion  is  peculiarly  amiable 
and  honorable  in  youth  : 

That  vice  is  peculiarly  odious  and 
infamous  in  age : 

That  by  an  early  devoting ourfelves 
to  God,  we  do  the  molt  honour  toHim, 
and  our  Redeemer : 


And  therefore,  That  it  becomes  the 
young,  afi  they  regard  either  their  own 
honor,  or  God’s?  glory,  to  make  haite, 
and  not  delay,  to  keep  his  command¬ 
ments  ;  this  being  the  obvious  conclusi¬ 
on 
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on  from  the  premifes,  and  the  great  point  SERM 
in  view.  You  perceive  by  the  very  na-  V  •  t 
ture  of  the  prefent  argument,  t  hat  it  is 
addrelTed  chiefly  to  the  young;  and  not 
equally  to  all  fuch  ;  but  principally  to 
thofe  of  them,  who  are  ot  a  more  inge¬ 
nuous  dilpolition  :  For  there  is  little 
ground  to  hope  that  it  will  have  much 
influence  on  thofe,  who  have  no  fenfe 
of  honor  or  difgrace  ;  but  are  wholly 
devoted  to  low  and  brutal  pleasures. 

To  return  then  :  Religion  and  vir¬ 
tue  are  peculiarly  amiable  and  laudable 
in  the  young.  Religion,  or  the  fervice 
of  God,  being  in  itfelf  a  reafonable  fer¬ 
vice,  is,  indeed,  becoming  and  honora¬ 
ble  at  all  ages,  at  all  feafons  of  life,  in  all 
perfons  without  exception,  whether  old 
or  young,  great  or  fmall.  But  that 
which  is  fo  fitting  and  decent,  both  in 
the  decline,  and  in  the  dawn  of  human 
life,  has  Rill  a  peculiar  grace  and  beauty, 
and  the  mold  attractive  charms,  in  the 
latter.  God  himfelf  is  pleafed  to  exprefs 
a  fpecial  complacency  in  thofe  that  fear 
him  in  their  youth.  And  all  wife  and 
good  men  are  more  particularly  delight¬ 
ed  with  the  appearances  of  a  pious  and 
virtuous  difpofition,  in  thofe  that  are 
juft  coming  into  the  world,  as  it  were, 
than  in  thofe  that  are  juft  going  off  the 
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vn  J  dC*  Thls  ls  a  known  fad,  which 
L  not  need  any  formal  proof  to  efia- 

bulh  the  truth  of  it.  I  appeal  to  the  high 

commendations  of  early  piety  in  the  holy 

cuptuies  ;  to  the  writings  of  good  men, 

and  the  common  fenfe  and  apprehenfi- 

ons  of  mankind  ;  I  mean,  of  the  wife 

and  virtuous.  But  however  certain  and 

acknowledged  this  fad  may  be,  it  will 

be  neither  an  impertinent  curiofity,  nor 

a  mif-l pence  of  time,  to  inquire  a  little 

into  the  grounds  hereof  ;  or  whence  it 

comes  to  pals,  that  virtuous  youth  is 

thus  more  amiable  and  honorable  in  the 

c,yes  °f  men,  tho’  perhaps  lefs  venerable 
than  virtuous  age. 

Now  youth,  according  to  prevailing 
cuiiom,  and  indeed,  according  to  a  too 
prevalent  opinion  in  the  world,  is  a  fea- 
1  on  for  levity,  in  which  the  paffions  are 
to  be  indulged  ;  and  wherein  it  is  com¬ 
paratively  rare  to  find  a  perfion  with  a 
ieiious  orow,  or  of  a  fober  mind.  This 
is  far  lefs  the  cafe  in  more  advanced 
}  ears.  .  Age  is,  aitnofl  of  courfe,  grave 
and  folid,  at  leafl  in  appearance  ;  fo  that 
the  appearance  of  religion  therein,  be¬ 
ing  more  ufual  and  common,  becomes 
the  lefs  finking  and  engaging,  the  lefs 

worthy  of  notice  ;  to  be  fure,  of  admi¬ 
ration. 
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Can  you  tell  why  the  firlt  flowers  of  SERM 
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the  fpring,  or  the  earlielt-ripe  fruit,  has 
a  peculiar  charm,  and  delights  both  the 


eye  and  fancy,  more  than  thofe  of  mid- 
fummer,  or  autumn,  tho’  perhaps  of  the 
fame  fort,  and  even  more  perfect  in  their 
kind  ?  If  you  can  refolve  this  queftion, 
which  is  no  very  difficult  one,  you  will, 
at  leafl  in  part,  difcover  the  true  reafon, 
why  religion  and  virtue  in  youth,  have 
a  more  engaging  form  and  appearance, 
than  in  age.  This  is  an  indication  of  a 
promptnefs,  and  true  greatnefs  of  mind, 
beyond  the  years  of  the  fubjebt,  accor¬ 
ding  to  cuflora  ;  and  to  corrupt  maxims, 
which  give  too  great  allowance  to  the 
indifcretions,  the  follies,  and  vices  of 
youth.  It  is  an  indication  of  an  early- 
ripe  judgment,  of  a  premature  wifdom; 
and,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  proves  the 
fuperior  excellency  of  the  foil,  or  the 
greater  care  and  pains  taken  in  cultiva¬ 
ting  it,  whereby  it  yields  fo  early  a  crop 
of  virtue.  It  is  not  therefore  ftrange  that 
thofe,  who  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  worth 
and  importance  of  virtue  in  every  age, 
fhould  be  more  efpecially  delighted  with 
it  in  an  age,  .wherein  it  is  fo  unufual. 
It  charms,  not  only  by  it’s  intrinfick  va¬ 
lue,  but  by  the  fingularity  of  it  in  that 
age,  and  in  fuch  perfons ;  as  a  rich  dia¬ 
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SERM  mood,  or  wedge  of  gold,  found  in  a  cot- 

.  •  tage,  would  be  a  much  more  engaging 

cunofity,  than  one  of  equal  value,  feen 
m  a  palace.  But,  to  return  to  the  for¬ 
mer  fimilitude :  Should  we  behold  a  lilly 
ot  the  field,  arrayed  in  more  beauty 
than  Solomon  in  all  his  glory,  before  o- 
thers  ftiow’d  their  heads,  and  while 
their  roots,  perhaps,  lay  covered  with 
froft  and  fnow,it  would  naturally  attraft 
our  admiration  in  that  feafon,  tho’  we 
might  little  regard  it  a  month  or  two 
later.  Tis  thus  we  admire  the  virtue  of 
youth,  while  we  comparatively  difre- 
gaid  that  ol  mature  age.  Or  ihould  a 
fruit-tree  ot  a  particular  kind,  which  ufed 
commonly  to  bear,  not  till  the  fifth  or 
fixth  year  after  planting  (  when  fome  of 
its  branches,  perhaps,  already  began  to 
wither)  bud,  and  bloffom,  and  bear  fruit 
plentifully,  the  firil  or  fee ond  year,  while 
all  its  boughs  were  green  and  flourifhing, 
every  fpedator  would  be  pleafed  with 
fuch  a  rarity.  Well,  therefore, may  we 
be  ft  ruck,  and  particularly  pleafed,  with 
fo  rare  a  phenomenon,  as  a  very  young 
perlbn  bringing  forth  much  of  that  fruit, 
by  which  our  Father  in  heaven  is  glori¬ 
fied  :  Well  may  we  look  on  fuch  a  one, 
as  a  diftinguifhed  plant  of  renown  in  the 
garden  of  God,  while  older  ones,  tho’ 

equally, 
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equally,  or  more  fruitful,  are  little  re-  SERM 

VI I. 


p-arded. 


I t  is  naturally  expelled,  that  thehoary 
head  fhould  be  found  in  the  way  of  wif- 
dom  and  righteoufnefs  :  And  tho’  it  is 
truly  “  a  crown  of  glory  a  ”  to  him  that  >prov.  16- 
wears  it,  being  found  in  this  way  ;  yet  31- 
we  cannot,  even  then,  look  upon  it  as  a 
crown  of  glory,  equal  to  that  of  wifdom 
and  piety  on  the  head  of  youth,  where 
there  is  commonly  nothing  found  but 
folly  and  extravagance,  but  vain  and 
wicked  imaginations. 

Another  reafon,  why  early  wif¬ 
dom  and  virtue  are  particularly  pleafing 
to  the  wife  and  good,  is,  that  they  pro- 
mife  an  eminent  degree  of  perfection  in 
more  advanced  life.  They  delight,  not 
only  by  their  prefent  appearance,  but  by 
the  profpeCt  which  they  afford  ;  a  pro- 
fpeCt,  that  he  who  is,  even  in  youth 
a  faint,  will  in  age  be  in  the  foremoft 
rank  of  fuch,  and  a  diftinguifhed  blef- 
ling  in  his  day  ;  agreeably  to  what  was 
laid  in  the  laft  preceeding  difeourfe,  con¬ 
cerning  the  progreffive  nature  of  virtue 
and  religion.  All  good  men  have  the 
intereft  of  the  common-wealth,  and  of 
the  church  of  Chrift,  nearly  at  heart : 

To  both  which,  fuch  examples  of  early 
virtue  bode  good;  efpecially  if  found 

in 
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SERM  in  thofe,  who, by  their  birth,  fortune  and 

^  are  likely  toad  in  home  public 

iphere,  where  their  influence  will  be  ex- 
ten  i yee  The  tiee  which  is  remarkably 
flounflnng  in  its  youth,  promifes  in  due 
time,  it  not  cut  down,  tofpread  its  boughs 
!ar  and  wide  ;  to  afford,  at  once,  an  a- 
bundance  of  fruit,  an  ample  fhade  from 
the  fcoiching  fun,  and  a  covert  from  the 
iioi  m.  In  like  manner  does  a  youth  of 
eminent  virtue  and  accomplilhments, 
efpec  Lilly  in  any  of  the  higher  ranks  of 
life,  bid  fair  to  become  at  length,  a  great 
and  diftinguifhed  blefling,  either  to  the 
church  or  the  ffate,  or  perhaps  to  both. 
It  would  therefore  be  a  wonder,  if  wif- 
dom  and  virtue  in  this  early  feafon,  did 
not  afford  a  peculiar  pleafure  to  all  good 
men  ;  being  at  the  fame  time,  both  a 
rare  phenomenon,  and  the  earneff  of  fo 
much  good  to  the  world. 

And  now,  ifthe  young  have  any  fenfe 
of  true  honor,  any  ambition  to  be  efteem- 
ed  highly  by  the  wife  and  good ;  the 
path  of  glory  is  plain  and  open  before 
them  :  Let  them  avoid  the  fnares  of  vice, 
and  refill:  all  her  deceitful  charms  ;  let 
them  confecrate  the  beginning,  by  w'hich 
they  will,  as  it  were,  make  all  the  re¬ 
maining  part  of  life,  facred  to  God  and 
virtue.  Hereby  they  will  acquire  the 
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trueft  fame  ;  that  of  doing  good.  They  SERM 
will  begin  life  with  honor :  As  it  advan-  VII. 
ces,  they  will  Hill  grow  in  favour  with 
God  and  man  :  They  will  alfo  end  life 
with  glory  ;  and  even  after  death,  their 
memorv  will  hill  be  bleffed,  when  all 
other  fame  would  forfake  them,  or  per¬ 
haps  be  turned  into  the  fouleft  and juft- 
efl:  reproaches.  For  the  very  bell;  that 
the  wicked  and  impious  can  expect,  is, 
that  their  name  and  memory  Ihall  rot  ! 

You  Ihould  now  be  afhamed  of  that, 
which  is  in  itfelf  fo  fihameful  ;  and 
which  will  bring  reproach  in  the  latter 
end.  You  Ihould  now  be  in  love  with 
that,  which  is  in  its  own  nature  fo  love¬ 
ly  and  honorable  ;  and  which  will  pro¬ 
cure  you  the  higheft  renown  at  laft. 

And  here  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  remind 
you,  that  all  vice  in  general,  and  fome 
vices  more  particularly,  are  reprefented 
in  fcripture  by  the  metaphors  of  impuri¬ 
ty,  defilement,  filthinels,  uncleannefs, 

&c.  wrhile,  on  the  other  hand,  virtue 
and  piety  are  expreffed  by  the  terms  pu¬ 
rity,  cleannefs  of  heart  and  hands,  and 
the  like  :  And  “  fine  linnen,  clean  and 
white,  ”  is  the  fcripture-emblem  of  the 
“  righteoufnefs  of  the  faints.”  The  de¬ 
sign  of  thefe  metaphors  and  emblems  is, 
to  make  us  abhor  vice,  as  being  foul, 

loath- 
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SERM  loathfome,  and  difgraceful  to  us  ;  and  to 

,  _ j  lnJpire  us  with  the  love  of  true  virtue,  as 

being  in  its  own  nature  moft  amiable, 
ornamental,  and  glorious.  The  young, 
especially  thofe  who  are  any  ways  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  their  birth  or  fortune,  are 
generally  fond  of  appearing  neat*  and 
clean,  and  well-drefs'd ;  and  indeed, of  be¬ 
ing  fo  in  private,  as  well  as  appearing  fo 
in  public  :  They  would  be  quite  alhamed 
and  difconcerted,  to  be  found  in  a  dirty, 
flovenly  drefs.  But  how  much  more 
ambitious  ought  the  young  to  be  of  that 
moral' purity,  which  is  the  beauty  and 
ornament  of  the  foul  ?  how  much  more 
alhamed  of  that  moral  defilement,  which 
makes  it  deformed  and  odious  ?  I  do  not 
mean,  ambitious  of  the  one,  or  alhamed 
ol  the  other,  only  in  company,  or  when 
the  world  beholds  them  ;  but  in  fecret, 
even  when  no  eyes  are  upon  them,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe,  which  are  faid  to  be  “  as  a 
flame  of  lire  ”  ;  which  “  run  to  and  fro 
“  in  the  earth,  beholding,  the  evil  and 
“  the  good  ”  ;  equally  beholding  thofe 
who,  to  ufe  the  language  of  feripture, 
have  defiled  their  garments,  ”  and 
“  fpotted  them  by  the  fielh  ;  ”  and  thofe, 
whofe  “  robes  are  walhed,  and  made 
“  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  ” 
The  apoftle  hints  at  fome  things  that  are 

done 
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done  in  fecret,  fo  foul,  that  “  it  is  a  SERM 
“  llianie  even  to  fpeak  of  them  How  VII. 
much  more  fhamcful  is  it  then  to  practife 
them,  tho’  it  be  in  fecret  ?  Nor,  indeed, 
is  there  any  thing  now  hid,  which  iliall 
not  be  made  manifeft  ;  yea,  which  is 
not  already  fo  to  Him,  “  with  whom 
“  we  have  to  do.  ” 

To  finifli  the  firft  part  of  the  prefent 
argument ;  tho’  virtue  is  truly  amiable 
and  ornamental  in  all,  it  is  molt  fo  in  the 
young, in  divers  refpecls.  Some  of  thefe 
have  been  fpoken  of  already  ;  and  there 
is  another  which  I  Iliall  juft  mention 
here  :  The  pallions,  fome  of  them  more 
efpecially,  are  naturally  ftronger  in  youth 
than  in  age  ;  which  conlideration  doubt- 
ids  makes  the  conqueft,  or  due  regula¬ 
tion  of  them,  in  that  feafon  of  life,  the 
moft  honorable  and  glorious  ;  far  more 
fo,  than  any  other  vicftory  or  triumph  : 

For  he  that  is  “  flow  to  anger,  ”  or 
reftrains  his  other  paflions  within  due 
bounds,  “  is  better  than  the  mighty,  and 
“  he  that  ruleth  his  fpirit,  than  he  that 
“  taketh  a  city  Remember  therefore, 
the  counfel  which  David  gave  to  Solo¬ 
mon,  while  young,  tho’  it  feems  the 
latter  unhappily  difregarded  it,  til!  he 
was  advanced  in  years.  “  I  was  my 
“  father’s  fon,  fays  he,  tender  and  only 

“  beloved 
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((  behoved  in  the  fight  of  my  mother, 
t<  tau§ht  me  alfo,  and  faid  unto  me, 
«  „rr,t  lllle  heart  retain  my  words  — 

<c  c  1^om  ls  fhe  principal  thing,  there- 
tore  get  wifdom  ;  and  with  all  thy 

l  getting,  get  undemanding.  “  Exalt 
'ier->  and  Jhe  Jhall  promote  thee  •,  Jhefhall 
‘‘  bring  thee  to  honor  when  thou  doft  embrace 
^er  •  She  Jhali  give  to  thine  head  an  or¬ 
nament .  of grace  •  a  crown  of  gold  /hall 
“  (he  deliver  to  thee  b.  ” 

.  But>  hi  order  the  more  effe&ually  to 
diffuade  the  young  from  delaying  to 
fei  ve  God,  or  from  continuing  to  lerve 
divers  luffs  and  pleafures,  till  they  are 
far  advanced  in  years,  and  got,  as  it 

were,  within  the  confines  of  death  ;  I 

was,  in  the  next  place,  more  particular¬ 
ly  to  remind  them  of  the  great  odiouf- 
nefs  and  infamy  of  vice  in  maturer  life. 
Whoever,  being  now  young,  determines 
not  to  be  virtuous  and  pious,  till  he  is 
advanced  to  middle,  or  old  age,  does,  in 
effect,  refolve  to  be  vicious  and  impious 
at  that  period  of  life  ;  if  not  thro’  it,  yet, 
at  leaft ,  till  he  has  enter’d  upon  it :  A  fea- 
fon  of  life  wherein,  as  was  intimated, vice 
is  much  more  odious  and  dilgraceful,  be- 
caufe  more  mexcufeable,  than  it  is  in 
childhood  and  youth.  By  how  much 
more  amiable  and  praife-worthy  virtue 
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is  in  youth,  than  in  old  age,  by  fo  much  SERM 
more  hateful  and  lhameful  is  vice  in  old  VII. 
age,  than  in  youth.  And  people  of  re-  v “ — 1 
fleftion  are  almoft  as  much  {truck  with 
horror  in  the  latter  cafe,  as  they  are  with 
pieafure,  and  agreeable  furprize,  in  the 
iormer.  There  is  a  real  and  juft,  tho’ 
not  an  equal  foundation  in  nature,  for 
thefe  different  emotions  of  the  mind,  oc- 
cafioned  by  fuch  different  objects  as  a 
young  faint,  and  a  veteran  {inner.  I 
lay,  not  an  equal  foundation  ;  becaufe 
tolly  and  vice  are  not  fo  lingular  in  ma¬ 
ture  life,  or  even  in  old  age,  as  wifdom 
and  virtue  are  in  youth  ;  and  the  pecu¬ 
liar  amiablenefs  of  the  latter  arifes,  in 
pair,  trom  the  rarity  of  the  thing,  or  its 
being  fo  uncommon,  as  was  obferved  a- 
bove.  However,  after  allowing  all  that 
is  proper,  in  refpe<ft  of  this  disparity  in 
one  circumftance,  I  fuppofe  all  will 
readily  grant  in  general,  that  an  aged 
fool,  blafphemer,  knave,  or  debauchee, 
is  a  much  moie  contemptible  and  odious 
character,  than  a  young  one,  altho',  in 
this  evil  world,  it  is  not  fo  lingular  as  a 
young  man  of  wifdom  and  virtue. 

Alt  ho  vice  in  age  is  not  fo  lingular 
as  virtue  in  youth,  and  therefore  is  not 
altogether  fo  ftriking  •  there  is  ftill  fuffi- 
nent  reafon  why  it  fhould  be,  as  it  is  in 
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SERM  the  common  apprehenfion  of  men,  at 
*  '  t  of  the  wife  and  good,  more  dif- 
graceful  in  mature,  than  in  early  life. 
For  it  is,  in  that  age  or  feafon  of  life, 
precluded  from  availing  itfelf  of  thofe 
pleas,  apologies  and  excufes,  which  are 
generally  made,  and  too  generally  allow¬ 
ed,  in  favour  of  vicious  youth;  fuch  as, 
want  of  time  for  reflection,  the  ftrength 
of  paillon,  inexperience,  and  the  like. 
Thefe  excufes,  tho’  quite  infuffxcient, 
ought,  doubtlefs,  to  have  fome  weight, 
lo  as  to  extenuate  the  crimes  and  guilt  of 
youth,  in  a  degree  :  And  they  are  often, 
tho’  unjufUy,  urged,  as  if  they,  in  a  man¬ 
ner,  exempted  youth  from  blame,  what¬ 
ever  is  done  in  that  age.  How  often 
is  the  excefs  of  riot  and  licentioufnefs, 
and  even  of  prophanenefs  and  impiety, 
juftified,  as  it  were,  by  thefe  few  words, 
or  the  like  ?  — Fie  is  an  inexperienced, 
u  thoughtlefs,  young  man.  ” — And  tho’ 
candor  is  highly  commendable,  fo  far  as 
there  is  room  for  it  in  reafon;  yet,furely, 
thofe  who  make  thefe,  or  fuch-like  re¬ 
flections,  on  the  follies  and  vices  of 
youth,  ought  to  reflect  alfo,  that  vice  is 
hill  vice  ;  that  even  the  young  have  ca¬ 
pacity  lufficient,  and  ought  to  know 
what  it  is,  and  to  abflain  from  it ;  and 

therefore,  that  they  are  not  to  be  juflifi- 
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ed  by  fuch  obfervations,  which,  I  think,  SERM 
are  never  made  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  VII. 
with  the  like  view  or  defign.  The  '^~v — J 

language  ol  fcripture  is,  “  Rejoice,  O 
“  young  man,  in  thy  youth  ;  and  let 
“  thy  heart  chear  thee  in  the  days  of 
C£  thy  youth,  and  walk  in  the  ways  of 
“  thy  heart,  and  in  the  fight  of  thine 
s‘  eyes  :  But  know  thou,  that  for  all 
l(  thefe  things,  God  will  bring  thee  into 
“  judgment.  “Therefore  remove  farrow  from 
u  thine  heart ,  and  put  away  evil  from  thy 
u  flefb  ;  for  childhood  and  youth  are  vanity c.  ”  cEccI.i2.’ 

But  to  return  from  what  may,  per-  1 3>  J4*. 
haps,  feem  a  digreffion  ;  the  greater  the 
allowance  is,  which  ought  in  reafon  to 
be  made  for  vicious  youth,  as  fuch,  the 
lefs  ought  in  reafon  to  be  made  for  vici¬ 
ous  age,  as  fuch.  And  without  fixing 
precifely,  bounds,  limits  and  degrees,  in 
this  cafe  (which  is  impofiible,  and  there¬ 
fore  abfurd  to  attempt,)  we  are  much 
more  naturally  led  to  expert  gravity, and 
lobriety  of  mind  and  manners,  in  perfons 
come  to  mature  life,  than  in  the  young. 

And  therefore  our  furprize  and  horror 
are  proportionably  heightened,  when¬ 
ever  we  fee  the  gray  hairs  of  age,  and  all 
the  folly,  madntfs  and  licentioufnefs  of 
youth,  united  in  the  fame  perfons.- — * 

Their  reafon  is  prefumed  to  belong  fince 
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come  to  maturity  ;  they  have  had  time 
or  1  elicclion  and  conilderation  ;  they 
have  had  much  ex  perience,  in  the  or¬ 
dinary  progrefs  of  things ;  many  of  their 
natural  paffions  are  of  courfe  fubfided, 
in  a  degree  ;  and  temptation  is  leflcned. 
All  which  things,  not  only  make  vicious 
age  appear,  but  actually  refers  it  much 
more  odious  and  contemptible,  than  vi¬ 
cious  youth.  Whatever  apologies  we 
make  for  the  young,  in  the  refpects  a- 
bovementioned,  to  extenuate  their  faults 


and  vices  ;  we  can  make  none  of  them 
in  behalf  of  the  aged  ;  or  thofe  who  are, 
long  fince,  arrived  at  the  years  of  difcre- 
ti'on  and  reflection  :  Efpecially  if  they 
were  favoured  with  a  religious  education 
in  their  youth  :  if  they  have  always  li- 
ved  under  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  and 
been  frequently  admonifhed,  both  by 
the  wrord  and  providences  of  God,  to 
forfake  their  fins,  and  keep  his  command- 
ments.  Such  men,  to  be  fu-re,  are  left 
wholly  without  excufe  ;  yea,  without 
any  re-afonable  apology,  for  their  fins. 
They  have  a  double,  a  treble,  yea,  a 
tenfold  fliare  of  infamy  and  guilt,  lying 
upon  them  :  and  are  like  that  ground 
which  the  apoffle  James  lpeaks  of,  which, 
after  long  cultivation,  bearing  nothing 
but  briars,  and  thorns,  and  weeds,  is 
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“  nigh  unto  curling,  whofe  end  is  to  be  SERM 
“  burned.  ”  VII. 

Let  the  young  think  foberly  of  this  : 

For  youth  and  fobriety  are  not  univer- 
fally  enemies,  or  ifrangers  to  each  other, 
how  feidom  foever  they  may  meet,  and 
embrace  as  friends.  Confider  the  great 
Ihame  and  infamy  that  juftly  belong  to 
impious  and  vicious  perfons,  even  in 
middle,  but  efpeciaily  in  old  age.  Con¬ 
fider  that  man,  (  for  doubtlefs  many  fuch 
are  to  be  found  )  who,  tho’  he  has  enjoy- 
ed  many  advantages  of  a  religious  nature, 
and  is  now  part  the  meridian  of  his  life, 
has  never  yet  tho’t  foberly  of  his  latter- 
end,  or  of  his  duty  to  God,  who  gave, 
and  preferves  his  being.  Reflect  on  fuch. 
a  one  as,  almoft  daily,  perhaps,  transforms 
himlelf  into  a  brute,  by  his  intemperance  : 

On  another,  whofe  mouth  is  hill  filled 
with  oaths  and  profanity :  On  a  third, 
who,  regardlefs  of  a  treafure  in  heaven, 
is  fet  on  getting  earthly  riches,  not 
by  fight,  but  by  fraud,  and  opprefllon  : 

On  another,  who  is  fo  eftranged  from 
the  God  of  truth,  that  lying  and  falfhood 
are  Ins  delight :  On  another,  who  is  Hill 
intent  on  gratifying  his  fiefhly  lulls,  even 
after  his  flefh,  his  body  and,  perhaps,  his 
eflate,  are  almoft  confirmed,  by  his  de¬ 
baucheries  ;  fo  that  he  is  become,  not 
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^  var^  °.n^/  ^corn  °f  t^e  good,  but  even  the 

^  ndicule  and  contempt  of  his  former  cora- 

^  panions  in  vice  and  guilt.  Reflect  on 
thcfe,  and  fuch-like  characters,  I  fay, 
winch  aie  common,  and  tell  me  whe¬ 
ther  there  is  not  a  peculiarly  infamy 
juftly  belonging  to  them  ;  I  mean,  in 
the  old,  or  even  middle  age  ?  If  you  are 
perfons  of  fuch  an  ingenuous  turn  of 
mind,  as  this  difcourfe  was  more  parti¬ 
cularly  defigned  for,  I  am  fure  you 
think,  nothing  can  well  be  more  odious 
or  contemptible  than  fuch  men,  howe¬ 
ver  diflinguifhed  by  their  Ration  and 
circum Ranees  in  life.  For  even  an  old, 
and  fooiilh,  and  wicked  king,  is  fpoken 
ot  by  Solomon,  as  a  moR  defpicable 
cha  racter  ;  while  that  of  a  wife  child  is 
highly  commended  by  him.  Well  :  If 
Rich  perfons  are  juflly  the  objects  of 
great  contempt ;  if  they  are  defpifed  by 
all  wife  men,  and  the  all-wife  God  ; 
are  you  willing  to  be  like  them,  and  fo 
become  objects  of  the  fame  contempt 
and  abhorrence  yourfelves  ?  as  you  will 
certainly  be,  if  you  fhould  delay  to  keep 
God’s  commandments,  and  perfevere  in 
the  practice  of  fin  and  vice,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  they  have  done.  For,  furely,  you 
cannot  flatter  yourfelves,  that  tho’  you 
fhould  icl  like  them,  tread  in  their  Reps, 
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and  imitate  their  bad  example,  yet  you 
fhall  avoid  that  juft  ignominy,  which 
they  have  incurred.  What  can  you  rea- 
fonably  expe£t,  if  you  retain  your  vices 
and  follies,  till  vou  are  as  far  advanced 
in  years  as  they,  and  under  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  cf  like  advantages,  but  to  become 
as  defpicable  and,  odious  hereafter,  as 
they  are  at  prefent ;  and  as  you  acknow¬ 
ledge,  they  ought  to  be  accounted  ? 
You  cannot  be To  partial  to  yourfelvas, 
and  your  own  fame,  as  to  entertain  the 
leaft  hope,  that  the  wife  and  good  will 
honor  you,  if  you  fhould  grow  old  in 
thofe  vices  and  impieties,  on  account  of 
which  they  defpife  others,  become  To  al¬ 
ready. 

%/ 

To  clofe  this  part  of  the  argument, 
therefore  :  If  you  have  any  ingenuous 
dread  of  the  j  Lifted:  infamy  ;  if  you 
would  not  incur  the  contempt  of  all 
wife  and  virtuous  men  ;  yea,  if  you 
would  not  be  defpifed  of  God  himfelf ; 
do  not  entertain  a  thought  of  continuing 
to  indulge  your  luffs,  till  you  are  more 
advanced  in  years.  Turn  your  feet, 
even  while  you  are  young,  into  that 
good  path,  from  which  you  will  have 
no  defire  to  depart,  when  you  are  old  : 
That  path,  in  which  you  will  have  all 
the  wife  and  good  for  your  fellow-tra- 
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SERM  Tellers,  from  whom  you  will  ever  rc- 
L  ceive  t  tat  honor  which  is  infinitely  more 
tJhan1  a  balance  for  the  contempt,  or  ri¬ 
dicule,  of  ten  million  vicious  fools ;  that 
path  of  the  juft,  which  will  “  fliine  more 
“  a^d  more  unto  the  perfeft  day  ;  "  In 
fine,  the  path  which  will  conduct  you 
that  eternal  kingdom  and  glo^v 
*  i  Pet. i.  which  you  are  called  by  Jefus  Chriftd 

IO.  ‘ 

But  it  is  time  to  proceed  to  the  third 
branch  of  the  prefent  argument  which  is, 
That  greater  honor  will  redound,  not  on¬ 
ly  to  yourfelves,  but  to  God  and  your 
Redeemer,  by  making  hafte  to  keep  the 
divine  commandments,  than  by  delaying 
this  till  you  are  farther  advanced  in  life. 
It  is  one  indication  of  an  ingenuous  mind, 
to  oe  ready  to  give  honor,  to  whom 
honor  is  due,  as  wrell  as  to  merit  it  by 
worthy  adlions.  God  is  pleafed  to  ac¬ 
count  himfelf  honoured,  by  our  love 
and  obedience  :  our  Saviour  is  alfo  ho¬ 
noured  thereby.  Nor  am  I  willing  to 
believe,,  there  are  many  fuch  children  of 
difobeclience  here  prefent,  as  have  no 
fenfe  of  any  obligation  lying  upon  them, 
to  honor  their  Father  who  is  in  heaven  ; 
the  God  that  made,  that  preferves  them, 
and  who  offers  them  the  inheritance  of 
children  :  this  would  fuppofe  them  to 
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be  “  baftards  and  not  fons.”  Nor  will  SERM 
I  fuppofe  it  poffible  for  you  to  entertain  VII. 
a  doubt,  whether  you  ought  to  honor  fo  ' — *  J 
glorious  a  perfon,  fo  great  a  benefactor 
as  Jefus  Chrift  ;  who  being  rich,  yet  for 
'  your  fakes  became  poor  ;  enduring  the 
crofs,and defpiling  thefhame ;  and  whom, 
being  now,  by  the  right  hand  of  God 
exalted,  we  are  all  required  to  honor,  to 
the  glory  of  God  the  Father.  To  im¬ 
agine  that  you  can  call  in  queftion  your 
obligation  to  glorify  God,  and  his  Son 
Jefus  Chrift,  would  be  to  fuppofe  you 
bafe  and  degenerate  to  a  great  degree  ; 
quite  contrary  to  the  principle  I  fet  out 
upon.  It  is  therefore  now  taken  for 
granted,  that  you  own  yourfelves  under 
obligation,  to  give  all  the  honor  you 
poflibly  can,  to  thofe  who  are  fo  worthy 
of  it. 

And  if  you  acknowledge  this,  let  me 
alk  you,  whether  you  know  any  other 
way,  in  which  you  can  fo  truly  and  ef¬ 
fectually  honor  God  and  your  Redeemer, 
as  by  keeping  the  commandments  ?  by. 
living  and  acting  as  God  and  Jefus  Chrift 
require  you  to  do  ?  Our  Saviour  fays, 

Herein  is  my  Father  glorified,  that  ye 
bear  much  fruit ;  fo  fhall  ye  be  my 
“  difciples.”  And  again :  “  If  ye  love 
“  me,  keep  my  commandments.”  You 
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^fe  tkenL’  ^iat  y°u  will,  by  doing  thus, 

.  *■ ie  m°lt  effectually  glorify  God, and  fhew 

y°ur  regar5l  to  Jefus  Chrift.  Is  it  not 
therefore  lncunabent  upon,  you,  even 
now,  however  young  you  may  be,  to 
turn  your  feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies  ; 
to  make  hafte,  and  not  delay,  to  keep  his 
commandments  ?  Would  you  not  do 
more  honor  to  him  that  made,  and  him 
that  redeemed  you  by  his  blood,  by  en¬ 
tering  on  a  life  of  religion  now,  than  by 
doing  it  hereafter  when  you  are  old,  if 
perhaps,  you  fhould  live  to  become  fo  ? 
If  God  is  at  all  honored  by  the  obedience 
of  his  creatures,  certainly  they  who 
keep  his  commandments  thro’  the  whole 
courfe  of  their  lives,  honor  him  more 
than  they,  who  negledl  to  do  fo,  till  their 
lives  are  almoffc  come  to  a  period. 

That  you  may  be  the  more  fully 
convinced  of  this,  and  plainly  fee,  how 
much  more  God  and  our  Saviour  are 
glorified,  by  an  early,  than  by  a  late 
converfion  to  the  ways  of  wifdom,  I 
fhall  here  briefly  fet  them  in  contrail ; 
firft  reprefenting  to  you  the  cafe  and 
character  of  One,  who  even  in  the 
morning  of  life  remembers  his  creator, 
and  ferves  him  faithfully  thro’  life  ;  and 
then,  of  One,  who  delays  his  return  to 
God,  till  age  has  almoft  put  a  period  to 
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his  days.  There  will  be  nothing  very  SERM 
peculiar,  or  lingular,  in  thefe  characters ;  VII. 
either  with  refpeCt  to  the  outward  con-  ^  'r~~J 

dition  and  circumftances  of  the  perfons 
fuppofed,  or  with  refpecl:  to  the  manner 
and  means  of  their  being  reclaimed  from 
the  error  of  their  ways,  to  the  wifdom 
of  the  juft  ;  which  would  not  fo  well 
anfwer  the  propoled  end, [of  general  ufe. 

First  then,  Here  is  One,  who,  even 
in  early  youth,  by  a  chriftian  education, 
has  deep  impreffions  of  religion  made  on 
his  heart  :  And  tho’  he  has  not  been 
more  vicious  than  children  commonly 
are,  yet  his  confcience  is  awakened  and 
troubled,  fo  that  he  is  inquifitive  “  what 
“  he  ftiall  do  to  be  faved  ?  ”  He  foon  re- 
colle&s  that  paffage  in  the  gofpel  — 

“  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour, 

“  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give 
“  you  reft :  Take  my  yoke  upon  you, 

“  and  learn  ofme,&c.’  He  is  further  af- 
feCted,  and  encouraged,  by  the  conduct 
and  words  of  Him,  who  took  even  chil¬ 
dren  up  in  his  arms  and  bleffed  them, 
faying,  “  Suffer  the  little  children  to 
“  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not ; 

“  lor  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.” 

He  refolves,  that  if  he  has  done  iniquity, 
he  will  do  fo  no  more  ;  but  from  hence¬ 
forward,  by  God’s  affiftance,  devote 

him- 
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SERM  bimfelf  to  his  fervice,  and  keep  the  com- 

Jd,  mandments  of  his  Redeemer.  He  not 

'-v-'  only  refolves  ;  but  puts  his  good  refolu- 
ttons  m  praa.ce.  He  immediately  re. 
nounces  all  the  vanities  of  childhood 
and  youth  :  And  has  fo  firm  a  belief  of 
things  invifible  and  eternal,  as  enables 
him  to  vanquilh  all  temptations.  He  is 
a  conqueror,  while  but  a  child:  And 
being  come  to  years,  would,  like  Mofes 
rather  fuffer  afilidion  with  the  people  of 
God,  than  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  fin  for 
a  feafon,  and  be  called  “  the  fon  of  Pha- 
“  roah’s  daughter.  ”  He  perfifts  in  this 
courfe  of  piety  and  virtue,  fo  early  be¬ 
gun,  thro’  the  feveral  llages  of  life,  not- 
withftanding  every  oppofition  and  dis¬ 
couragement.  He  worlhips  God  in  fin- 
cel  it}  and  truth,  according  to  his  word 
and  inftitutions,  without  enthufiafm,  or 
ofientation.  He  adorns  the  dodrine  of 
God  his  Saviour  in  all  things  :  He  is  a 
ufeful  member  of  fociety  ;  and  in  every 
relation  of  life,  from  youth  to  age,  ads 
a  part  becoming  a  chriftian  ;  living  the 
life  which  he  lives  in  the  flefli,  by  the 
faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who,  he  knows, 
will  at  length  come  to  “  be  glorified  in 
his  faints.  ’  His  wifdom  and^  piety  are 
ftill  improved  by  years :  The  longer  he 
lives,  the  more  perfed  he  becomes  •  and, 

at 
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at  length,  in  a  good  old  age,  dies  in  the  3ERM 
Lord,  having  his  “  hope  full  of  immor-  VII. 
“  tality  ;  ”  and  glorioufly  anticipating, 
hereby,  his  final  triumph  over  the  grave. 

Reflect  a  little  on  this  character, 
wherein  there  is  nothing  romantic  ;  no¬ 
thing  over-done,  or  carried  beyond  real 
life  ;  tho’,  it  is  confefiTed,  it  is  far  from 
being  fo  common  as  were  to  be  defired. 

The  propofed  contrail  thereto,  follows. 

Here  then,  is  another  perfon,  bora 
and  educated,  like  the  former,  in  a  chri- 
Rian  country, and  in  a  chriftian  manner; 
if  you  pleafe,  his  co-temporary,  and 
neighbour :  But  how  unlike  him  in  o- 
ther  refpe&s  !  For  tho’  “  from  a  child 
he  has  known  the  holy  fcriptures,  which 
were  able  to  make  him  wife  unto  falva- 
don,  ”  he  pra<5lically  difregarded  them 
till  he  became  a  man,  yea,  old  and  grey¬ 
headed.  His  childhood  and  youth  were 
wholly  given  to  vanity.  Fie  was  never 
a  fpeculative  unbeliever  ;  but  yet,  while 
young,  intirely  addicted  himfelf  to  thofe 
“  flefhly  lulls,  which  war  again  ft  the  foul.” 

When  pad  the  meridian  of  his  days, 
fchemes  of  worldly  ambition, and  world¬ 
ly  wealth,  took  pofleffion  of  his  heart ; 
and  chiefly  employ’d  his  thoughts.  In 
profecuting  thefe,  he  duck  at  none  of 
the  ul  ual  methods  of  intrigue,  fallhood 

and 


222 


Greater  Honor  done  to 

S vttM  ?nd  /aliTH.yn  -?f  craft>  oppreffion  and 

. _ '  |.auc  :  ^\°  to  prevent  the  lofs  of 

ills  reputation  in  a  chriftian  country,  he 

uied  ol ten  to  attend  the  public  worfhip  ; 
and  was  heard,  more  than  once,  to  ex- 
prefs  himfelf  with  Teeming  warmth,  not 
only  again  ft  our  modern"  infidels;’  but 
againft  others,  whom  popular  cenfure 
calls-  innovators  in  religion,  or  men  of 
unfound  and  dangerous  principles.  How¬ 
ever,  by  a  feries  of  follies,  vices  and 
crimes,  whereby  he  did  much  mifchief 
in  the  world  ;  and  in  which  he  grew 
ftill  more  hardened  and  audacious  with 
years,  he  made  it  evident  to  all  who 
knew  his  practices,  how  little  he  feared 
God,  or  regarded  man  ;  or  rather,  how- 
much  he  contemned  both.  But  being 
now  far  advanced  in  life  ;  having  been 
difappointed  in  moft  of  his  wrorldly  pro¬ 
jects  ;  finding  the  infirmities  of  age  come 
faft  upon  him  ;  being  a  pp  rehen  five  that, 
according  to  the  courfe  of  nature,  death 
W'as  at  hand  ;  reflecting  on  the  greatnefs 
of  his  guilt,  and  fearing  the  wrath  to 
come ;  being  alfo  alarmed  b}^  fome  a- 
wakening  difpenfations  of  providence, 
he  determines  at  length  to  reform  his 
ways ;  and  to  do  whatever  he  can,  in 
the  clofe  of  life,  to  fa  vehis  foul.  God, 
who  is  long-fuflering,  and  rich  in  mercy 

to 
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to  them  that  call  upon  him,  regards  his  SERM 
prayers.  He  is  born  again,  and  be-  VII. 
comes  a  new  man  in  his  old  age.  He 
lives  a  little  while  after ;  juft  long  enough 
to  make  charitable  people  believe,  he  is 
a  true  penitent ;  and  fo  he  dies  ;  not,  in¬ 
deed,  in  the  full  aftiirance  of  faith  ;  nor 
yet  without  a  degree  of  hope, thathe /hall 
not  be  “  condemned  with  the  world.  !> 

Th  is  is  the  man,  or  character,  which 
you  are  defired  to  compare  with  the  for¬ 
mer  ;  a  common  character,  excepting 
the  latter  part  of  it :  For  I  own,  it  is  un- 
ufual  for  thofe,  who  have  fo  long  lived 
the  life  of  the  wicked,  at  laft  to  “  die  the 
“  death  of  the  righteous.  ” 

Yo  u  cannot  reafonably  make  it  a  doubt, 
by  which  of  thefe  two  perfons  God  was 
rnoft  glorified.  The  former  glorified 
him,  and  was  a  credit  to  religion,  from, 
childhood  to  youth,  from  youth  to  mid¬ 
dle  age,  from  middle  age  to  old  ;  and  fi¬ 
nally  in  death  ;  ftill  making  it  manifeft 
how  great  a  regard  he  had  for  God  and 
his  laws.  The  latter,  on  the  contrary, 
was  a  difgrace  to  the  chriftian  profelfion; 
and  thro  him,  “  the  name  of  God  was 
“  blafphemed 5  ”  by  many.  How  many  *  R°ra‘  2' 
altars  did  he  raife  to  lull,  ambition,  and  4 
mammon,  the  only  deities  to  which  he 
facrificed,  before  ever  he  fcrioufly  tho’t 
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SERM  of  giving  glory  toGod  ?  He  plainly'pre- 
VIL  ferred  the  fervice  of  Satan,  to  that  of  God 
mo  ngn,  till  he  was  almoft  pail  forcing 
the  former  any  longer,  by  reafon  of  na¬ 
ture  s  decay,  and  the  near  approach  of 
death.  He  could  not,  even  at  laft,  be  fo 
properly  faid  to  have  voluntarily  for- 
laken  his  hns,  and  returned  to  God,  rs 
compell’d  to  do  it, by  the  extremity  of  his 
condition.  And  if  he  glorified  God  at 
ali,  it  was  chiefly  by  being  an  example 
of  his  long-buffering,  and  grace, in  his  for- 
givenefs  and  con verfion,  after  having  dif* 
honoreci  and  affronted  him  lo  many 
years,  by  fuch  a  life. 

A  more  particular  comparifon  was 
intended  between  thefe  two  characters  ; 
m  order  to  (now,  how  much  more  honor 
accrues  to  God  and  our  Redeemer  by 
tiie  former,  than  by  the  latter  of  them. 
But  as  there  is  hardly  time  for  it,  fo  it  is 
hoped,  it  is  not  neceffary.  After  laying 
the  characters  before  you,  your  own 
reafon,  your  own  juft  fenfe  of  things, 
will  fave  me  this  labour ;  for,  in  your 
judgment,  I  am  fure,  you  cannot  hefi- 
tate  a  moment,  however  you  may  be  dif- 
pofed  in  point  of  inclination. 

But  I  muft  not  clofe  this  difeourfe, 
without  briefly  humming  up  the  argu¬ 
ment  of  it ;  without  drawing,  and.  ur¬ 
ging* 
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ing,  the  practical  conclufion  from  the  SERM 

whole.  y  ^  J 

You  will  remember  then,  that  I  am 
not  now  fpeaking  to  perfons  of  a  flagiti¬ 
ous  and  abandoned  character ;  nor  even 
to  thofe  'who  are  naturally  of  a  dull  and 
fordid  difpofltion,  almoft  all  body,  with¬ 
out  foul  or  fpirit :  but  to  ingenuous 
youth,  who  have  a  lively  fenfe  of  honor, 
of  propriety  and  decorum,  with  their 
contraries  ;  and  who  would  be  alhamed 
to  a  ft  a  part,  evidently  bafe  and  unwor¬ 
thy  in  their  own  apprehenfions.  Now 
you  have  feen,  by  what  has  been  faid 
above,  that  religion,  being  a  reafonable 
lervice,  is  in  itfelf  becoming  and  hono¬ 
rable  in  all  perfons,  at  all  times.  You 
have  feen  that  it  is,  in  divers  refpe&s,  pe¬ 
culiarly  amiable  and  reputable  in  youth. 

You  have  leen  what  particular  infamy 
attends,  and  juftly  belongs  to  vicious 
age.  And,  laftly,  you  have  feen,  how 
much  more  honor  is  done  to  God  "and 
our  Redeemer,  whom  we  are  all  bound 
to  honor,  by  thofe  who  early  devote 
themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  God,  than 
by  thofe  who  ferve  the  devil  and  their 
lulls,  till  age  overtakes  them.  What, 
now,  is  the  plain  confequence  from 
thefe  premifes  ?  Doubtlefs,  That  you 
ought  to  make  hafte,  and  not  delay,  to 
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SERM  turn  your  feet  unto  God’s  tefti monies, 
‘ keep  his  commandments.  If  you 
-  would  acquire  the  moft  fabftantial  glo¬ 
ry  ;  if  you  would  avoid  the  juftefl  and 
gi  eateft  infamy  ;  if  you  would,  as  much 
as  in  you  lies,  do  honor  to  God  that 
made,  and  to  Chriffc  that  redeemed  youj 
if  you  would  do  all,  or  any  of  thefe 
things,  you  are  immediately  to  forfake 
y°ur  foolifh  and  vicious  practices,  and 
to  live  henceforward,  in  the  faith  and 

fear  of  God,  in  obedience  to  his  holv 
will. 

An  d  what  more  forcible  argument,  or 
motive  than  this,  could  be  ufed  to  per- 
Iwade  perfons  of  your  ingenuous  and 
generous  temper,  to  be  fpeedy  in  turn¬ 
ing  your  feet  unto  God’s  teffimonies  ? 
What  others  need  I  urge  ?  What  others 
need  I  fo  much  as  mention  ?  Need  I  re¬ 
mind  you,  how  precarious  life  is  ;  and 
that  you  may  very  foon  and  unexpected¬ 
ly  be  called  out  of  this  world,  to  give  an 
account  of  yourfelves  to  God  ?  Need  I 
tell  you, that  it  will  be  far  more  irkfome 
and  difficult  to  reform  your  evil  ways 
hereafter,  than  to  do  it  now,  even 
“  while  it  is  called  to-day?”  Need  I 
tell  you,  that  you  will  be  far  more  hap¬ 
py  in  this  world,  in  the  practice  of  reli¬ 
gion,  than  you  can  poffibly  be,  in  the 
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indulgence  of  your  lulls  ?  Need  I  allure  ^ERM 
you,  that  there  is  a  peculiar  and  great  VIL 
reward,  laid  up  in  heaven  for  thofe,  who 
faithfully  ferve  God  from  the  morning 
to  the  eve  of  life  ?  Need  I  fuggell  to 
you,  what  bold  and  prelum ptuous  im¬ 
piety  it  is,  to  perlill  in  difobeying  God's 
commandments,  while  his  wrath  is  fo 
clearly  “  revealed  from  heaven  againlt 
“  all  ungodlinefs  and  unrighteoufnefs  of 
“  men  ?  ”  Need  I  mention  any  thing  of 
the  terrors  of  the  Lord  ?  Any  thing,  of 
that  “  rod  of  iron,  ”  with  which  har¬ 
dened,  irreclaimable  linners,  are  to  be 
ruled,  or  rather,  “  dalhed  to  pieces  like 
“  a  potter’s  velfel  ?  ”  Any  thing,  of  that 
“  lire  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  an- 
“  gels,  ”  into  which  the  workers  of  ini¬ 
quity  are  to  be  call  ?  Any  thing  of  that 
“  outer  darknefs,  where  there  fhall  be 
£<  weeping  and  gnalhing  of  teeth  ”  ? 

Is  there  any  need  to  infill  on,  or  even 
to  mention,  fuch  topics  and  motives  as 
thefe,  in  order  to  perfwade  perfons  of 
your  talle  and  temper, to  make  hafte,  and 
not  delay  ?  No,  furely  !  they  are  calcu¬ 
lated  for  perfons  of  a  very  different  make; 
naturally  void  of  ingenuity,  or  deeply 
immerfed  already  in  vice  and  impiety. 

With  you,  the  argument  of  this  difcourfe 
will  fupply  the  place  of  all  others :  You 
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toM  TJet  tr,ue’  f“bftantial  glory :  You  dread 
^eferved  infamy  :  You  would,  to  the 

utmoit  of  your  power,  do  honor  to  your 
great  and  good  Creator,  to  your  merci- 
Redeemer.  And  being  now  convin¬ 
ced,  that  in  order  to  thefe  ends,  you 
mult  forfake  your  fins,  and  keep  God’s 
commandments,  you  willdoubtlefs  make 
hafte,  and  not  delay.  You  are  now  re- 
folved,  that  you  will  not  offend  any 
more  ;  that  you  will  no  longer  violate 
the  facred  laws  of  right  reafon,  honor 
and  gratitude,  by  with-holding  your 
hearts,  your  love  and  obedience,  from 
Him,  to  whom  they  are  fo  juftly  due. 
You  are  now'  refolved,  that  before, vour 
eyes  are  clofed  with  fleep,  they  Ihall  o- 
verflow  with  tears  of  ingenuous  peni¬ 
tence,  and  godly  forrow,  while  you 
implore  forgivenefs  thro’ Him,  who  was 
“  once  offered  to  bear  the  fins  of  many ;  ” 
and  befeecli  God,  wdthout  whom,  you 
can,  effectually,  do  nothing,  to  give  you 
“  a  new  heart ;  ”  to  guide,  and  keep  you, 
in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace. 
It  can  hardly  be  doubted,  but  thefe  are 
your  prefent  intentions  and  refolutions ; 
do  not,  I  befeech  you,  forget,  but  put 
them,  in  practice  ;  that  fo,  thro’  the  a- 
bundant  goodnefs  of  God,  that  fame  fun, 
which  to-day  arofe  on  you,  ‘1  evil  and 
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unthankful,  ”  may  to-morrow  arife  on  SERM 
you,  juft  and  juflified  ;  and  fuch  as  fhall  VI 1* 
themfelves,  at  length,  “  fhine  forth  as 
“  the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Fa- 
“  ther  ” ! 

Your  youth,  and  your  turn  of  mind, 
leave  fome  room  for  candor  to  hope, 
that  your  neglecting  hitherto,  what 
would  be  fo  reputable  to  yourfelves,  and 
contribute  fc  much  to  the  honor  of  reli¬ 
gion,  to  the  glory  of  God  and  your  Re¬ 
deemer,  is  rather  owing  to  want  of  con- 
ftderation  and  reflection,  than  to  any 
thing  worfe  ;  tho’  that,  indeed,  is  itfelf 
highly  blameable.  Surely,  you  did  not 
well  confider,  in  what  true  glory  con- 
lifts  ;  you  did  not  duly  refled,  Whofe 
commandments  you  violated !  Whofe 
Son  you  “  trod  under  foot  ”  !  Whofe 
blood  you  “  accounted  an  unholy  thing !” 

Whofe  good  Spirit  you  “  grieved  ”  !  Had 
you  thoroughly  thought  of  thefe  things, 
doubtlefs  you  would,  before  this  time, 
have  turned  your  feet  unto  God’s  tefti- 
monies.  Wherefore,  being  now  fo  par¬ 
ticularly  reminded  of  them,  let  them 
have  their  proper  influence  on  your 
hearts  ;  and  depart  not  from  the  holy 
commandment  delivered  to  you.  “  Fi- 
“  nally,  brethren  ”  (  for  as  fuch,  even 
the  elders  of  old  “  intreated  the  younger 
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SERM  « 


men  ;  ’ f  )  Finally,  brethren,  what- 
oever  things  are  true,  whatfoever 
things  are  honeft,  whatfoever  things 
are  juft,  whatfoever  things  are  pure, 
whatfoever  things  are  lovely,  whatfo¬ 
ever  things  are  of  good  report;  if  there 
be  any  virtue,  and  if  there  be  any 
praife,  think  on  thefe  things.  Thofe 
things  which  ye  have  both  learned 
and  received,  and  heard  and  feen, _ _ 

do  :  And  the  God  of  peace  fhall  be 
with  you.  8  ” 
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SERMON  VIII- 


The  Reafonablenefs  and  Importance 
of  making  Hafte  to  keep  God’s 
Commandments.  The  Sixth  Ar¬ 
gument  }  drawn  from  a  Conii- 
deration  of  the  bafe  Ingratitude 
of  delaying  it,  while  God  merci¬ 
fully  allows  us  a  Space  for  Re¬ 
pentance,  and  manifefts  fuch 
great  Love  and  Condefcention 
towards  us, as  appear  in  theGofpel. 


PSALM  CXIX.  59,  60. 


1  THOU  G  HT  on  my  ways,  and  turned 
my  feet  unto  thy  teflimonies  : 

I  MADE  hajle,  and  delayed  not  to  keep 
thy  commandments . 


WHether  we  confider  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  our  lives,  or  the  pecu- 
culiar  difficulty  attending  a  reformation 
of  bad  habits,  long  continued  in :  Whe¬ 
ther  we  conlider  the  great  and  noble 
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SERM  pleasures  of  a  religious  life,  or  the  diftin- 
Jia  gufcg  reward  laid  up  in  heaven,  for 
thofe  wh°  attain  to  an  high  degree  of 
chnftian  perfection :  Whether  we  confi- 
der  the  peculiar  amiablenefs  of  virtue  in 
youth,  the  peculiar  infamy  of  vice  in  age, 
or  the  great  honor  that  is  done  to  God 
and  our  Redeemer,  by  confecrating  the 
morning  of  our  lives  to  religion  :  Whe¬ 
ther  we  conhder  all,  or  any  of  thefe 
things,  I  fay,  Rill  the  practical  conclufion 
will  be  the  fame  ;  viz.  That  it  becomes 
us  to  make  hafte  to  keep  God’s  com¬ 
mandments  ;  and  that  all  delay  herein  is 
utterly  inexcufable.  Thefe  feveral  to- 
pics,  or  heads  of  argument,  having  been 
dilated  upon  in  fome  of  the  laft  preceed- 

mg  difcourfes,  are  now  pafled  over  with 
a  bare  mention. 

Another  argument  is,  by  divine 
amltance  to  be  handled  in  this  difcourle, 
with  the  fame  general  view  :  And  this 
fliall  be  taken  from  a  conlideration  of  the 
bafenefs,  the  black  ingratitude,  of  per- 
fevering  in  our  fins,  while  God  allows 
us  a  fpace  for  repentance,  and  (hews  fo 
much  giace,  pity  and  condefcention  to- 
wards  us,as?appear  in  thegofpel  of  hisSon. 

This  argument  has  fomeaffinity  with 
that  of  the  foregoing  difcourfe,  and  is  a- 
dap  ted  to  operate  on  the  fame  tempers, 
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or  perfons  of  a  like  difpofition  and  cha- 
rader,  with  the  former :  I  mean  on  per- 
fons  who  have  fome  ingenuity  of  mind; 
fome  fenfe  of  honor  and  decorum  ;  and 
who,  tho’  of  a  vicious  charader,  are  not 
ye&  abandoned  —  Not  on  thole,  who  are 
of  a  fervile  and  fordid  difpolition,  or  who 
are  already  hardned  to  a  great  degree  in 
vice  and  impiety.  Thefe  latter,  equally 
regardlefs  of  God’s  honor,  and  of  their 
own,  would  perhaps  only  fmile  at  our 
limplicity,  if  we  fhould  attempt  to  work 
upon  them  by  fuch  airy  notions,  and 
empty  fpeculations,  as  thefe  are  in  their 
grofs  apprehenlions.  But  there  are  ma¬ 
ny,  at  leaft  fome,  of  a  more  ingenuous 
temper,  who  will  feel  a  divine  power 
and  energy  even  in  arguments  of  this 
kind  ;  airy  and  unfubflantial,  only  in  the 
conceptions  of  thofe,  who  are  either 
naturally  of  a  fordid  make,  or  who  are 
plunged  deep  in  vice  and  fenfuality. 

That  any  particular  addon,  or  courfe  of 
life,  is  ungrateful,  that  it  is  bafe  and  dif- 
ingenuous,  will  be  a  confideration  of 
great  weight,  even  with  many  who  are 
not  of  a  virtuous  character.  And,  cer¬ 
tainly,  there  is  no  ingratitude  fo  bafe 
and  infamous,  as  that  of  perfevering  in 
difobedience  to  God’s  commandments, 
confidering  his  gogdnefs,  forbearance, 
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gone  a  (tray  from  his  commandments*' a 

ipace  for  repentance,  that  they  may  be 
reconciled  to  him,  and  happy  in  his  fa¬ 
vor: 

That  he  has  given  his  own  dear  fon 
to  1 utter  and  die  for  us : 

That  he  condefcends  to  invite,  and, 
as  it  weie,  to  intreat  and  be  leech  ilnners, 
to  be  reconciled  to  him  : 

That  this  is  the  moft  aftonilhing 
goodnefs  and  condefcention  in  him  : 

Th  a  t  it  is,  therefore,  the  bafeft  in¬ 
gratitude  in  us  to  perfevere  in  our  fins 
fiom  time  to  time  :  And  conlecjuently, 

Th  at  if  we  have  any  ingenuity  of 
temper,  or  any  fenfe  of  honor,  it  be¬ 
comes  us  to  make  halte,  and  not  delay, 
to  keep  the  commandments  of  our  God : 
Which  is  the  great  point  in  view. 

I  mu  ft  of  neceffity  be  Ihort  upon  thefe 
particulars,  fince  the  compals  of  one  dif- 
courfe  will  not  admit  of  any  great  en¬ 
largement  on  them. 


and  long-1  unereing  towards  ns,  and  his 
non"6  ea  ec  111  gofpel  of  our  falva- 

The  prefent  argument  may  be  ex¬ 
plained  and  enforced  under  the  following 
obfervations  ;  viz.  & 

That  God  allows  thofe  who  hoV<* 
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To  return  therefore  :  God  allows  S  > 
thofe  who  have  gone  affray  from  his  *  ^ 

commandments,  a  fpace  for  repentance, 
that  they  may  return  to  him,  and  be  hap¬ 
py  in  his  favor.  We  are  all  of  us  the 
witneffes  and  monuments  of  this  his  le¬ 
nity,  mercy  and  forbearance.  Wedoubt- 
lefs  began  early  to  depart  from  the  living 
God,  and  to  break  his  commandments ; 
for  “  childhood  and  youth  are  vanity 
And  fome  of  us  have,  perhaps,  been 
walking  in  vicious  courfes,  even  till  old 
age  has  overtaken  us  therein  :  All  which 
time,  God  has  been  waiting  to  be  graci¬ 
ous.  So  that  he  not  only  allows  a  fpace 
for  repentance  to  finners  in  general,  that 
they  may  make  their  peace  with  him,  by 
turning  their  feet  unto  his  teffimonies ; 

/  but  to  fome  of  them,  he  allows  a  long 
time  for  this  purpofe  ;  if,  indeed, human 
life  can  ever  be  called  long.  And  to  be 
fure,  half  this  term  may  well  be  looked 
upon  as  long,  for  the  great  and  holy  God 
to  wait  on  his  finful,  rebellious  creatures, 
while  he  beholds  them  trampling  on  his 
laws ;  that  they  may  fee,  and  repent  of 
their  wicked  deeds.  For  this  is  the  end 
and  defign  of  his  forbearing  thus  with 
them.  Were  he  not  pitiful  and  gracious 
he  would  fpeedily  execute  his  righteous 

fentence  againit  the  evil  works  of  men, 
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VIII.  does  la  J  yi  g  “  m  the  manner  he 
1— * — «  p^es*  .th(f ,  language  of  the  apoflle 

eter,  He  is  long-Aiffering  to  us-ward, 

fh  ^at  any  ^uld  perifh ;  but 

that  all  fhould  come  to  repentance  ” 

God  might,  indeed,  be  faid  to  be  era- 
cious  and  long-fuflering,  tho’  he  allow’d 
linners  only  the  fpace  of  two  or  three 
years  to  think  on  their  ways,  and  turn 
their  feet  unto  his  teftimonies.  Are  there 
mmiy  earthly  monarchs,  who  exercife 
luch  forbearance  towards  their  unreafo- 
nable  and  rebellious  fubjeHs,  having  all 
the  time  full  power  to  make  them  feel 
the  due  delert  of  their  crimes  ?  To  be 
fuie,  we  do  not  often  fee  fuch  examples 
of  lenity  and  forbearance  in  the  poten¬ 
tates  of  this  world.  God’s  conduct  to¬ 
wards  us  in  this  refpea,  fully  verifies  his 
own  words  :  “  My  thoughts  are  not 
your  thoughts,  neither  are  your  ways 
my  ways,  faith  the  Lord.  For  as  the 
heavens  aie  higher  than  the  earth,  fo  are 
my  ways  higher  than  your  ways,  and 
my  thoughts  than  your  thoughts.  a  ” 
This  is.  laid  with  particular  reference  to 
the  patience  and  mercy  of  God  towards 
linners ;  which  fo  far  exceeds  that  of  men 
one  towards  another,  who  are  common¬ 
ly  halfy,  and  almoft:  infatiable,  in  aven¬ 
ging  themfelvcs  on  their  enemies.  God 

might 
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might  make  his  power  known,  and  glo-  SERM 
rify  his  juftice,  in  punifhing  our  fins  as  ^  VEl. 
foon  as  committed.  But  he  had  rather  ‘ 
that  we  would  turn  and  live  ;  having  no 
pleafure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked.  He 
had  rather  make  his  mercy  appear  illuf- 
trious  and  glorious, by  forbearing  with  us 
in  our  fins  for  a  time,  and  then  pardon¬ 
ing  them  upon  our  repentance,  than 
ihew  his  righteous  feverity,  by  cutting 
us  off  in  our  trefpaffes,  without  allowing 
us  a  feafon  to  reflect  on  our  ways,  and 
reform  them.  How  backward  he  is  to 
deftroy  the  wicked,  and  his  great  com¬ 
panion  towards  them,  we  may  further 
learn  from  what  he  faid  to  Ephraim  and 
Ifrael  of  old,  Hof.  xi.  ]  “  My  people 
are  bent  to  backfliding  from  me  • — 'How 
fhall  I  give  thee  up,  Ephraim  ?  how  fhall 
I  deliver  thee  Ifrael  ?  how  fhall  I  make 
thee  as  Admah  ?  how  fhall  I  let  thee  as 
Zeboim  ?  my  heart  is  turned  within  me, 
my  repentings  are  kindled  together.  I 
will  not  execute  the  fiercenefs  of  mine 
anger  ;  I  will  not  return  to  deftroy  E- 
phraim  :  For  I  am  God  and  not  man  ; 
the  holy  One  in  the  midft  of  thee.  ” 
Impenitent  ftnners  in  general  may  here 
fee  the  reafoti,  why  they  are  not  yet  cut 
off  and  deftroyed :  It  is  not,  becaufe  they 
have  not  deferved  to  be  thus  dealt  with; 

but 
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vrn  r i  ??  e  ey  have  t0  d°  that 

J™,  ?°,d  whofe  mercy  is  infinie  and  his 
'  forbearance  unexampled  amongft  men. 

But  it  will  give  us  a  (HU  more  exal- 
ted  idea  of  God  s  goodnefs  and  grace  if 
m  the  next  place,  we  reflect,  Tha/he 
has  given  his  own  dearSon  to  fuffer  and 
die  for  us.  So  greatly  has  God  loved 
this  finful  world  !  So  unwilling  is  he,  that 
we  fhould  perifh  !  So  defirous,  to  fpeak 
after  the  manner  of  men,  that  we  fhould 
obtain  eternal  life  !  In  the  language  of 
the  apoftle  Paul,  “  God  was  in  Chrift, 
reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf,  not 
imputing  their  trefpafles  unto  them 
“  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  fin  [a  fin- 
offering  ]  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin,  that 
we  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God  in  him.  ”  And  again  :  “  God  com- 
mendeth  his  love  towards  us,  faith  he, 
in  that  while  we  were  yet  finners,  Chrift 
died  for  11s.”  So  the  apoftle  John  :  “  In 
this  was  manifefted  the  love  of  God  to- 
waids  us,  becaufe  that  God  fent  his  only 
begotten  Son  into  the  world  ;  that  we 
might  live  thro’  him.  Herein  is  love  ; 
not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  lo¬ 
ved  us,  and  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  pro¬ 
pitiation  for  our  fins.  ” 

And  now,  adhering  to  the  Scripture- 
phrafe,  could  the  love  of  God  have  been 


the  bafejl  Ingratitude. 

fo  manifefted  to  a  guilty  world,  in  any  o-  SERM 
ther  way,  as  it  is  in  this  ?  He  loved  us,  VIII. 
indeed,  anticedently  to  Chrift’s  coming 
into  the  world,  and  even  antecedently 
to  his  delignation  to  the  mediatorial  of¬ 
fice.  For  this  appointment  itfelf  took 
its  rife  from  the  love,  and  free  grace  of 
God ;  being  the  efleft,  not  the  caufe 
thereof.  And  it  was  herein,  that  God’s 
eternal  love  was  made  manifeft,  vifible, 
or  evident  to  mankind  ;  viz.  in  his  ac¬ 
tually  fending  his  Son  into  the  wrorld,  in 
the  fulnefs  of  time  ;  a  perfon  of  fuch 
excellence  and  dignify,  and  fo  beloved 
by  him,  here  to  live  a  life  of  forrow, 
and  die  a  fhameful  and  accurfed  death, 
in  order  to  reconcile  us  unto  himfelf,  and 
“  bring  many  fons  unto  glory.”  Taking 
it  for  granted,  that  God  had  a  moil  fin- 
cere  and  tender  love  for  us,  and  concern 
for  our  eternal  happinefs ;  taking  this 
for  granted,  I  fay,  alk  yourfelves,  whe¬ 
ther  you  can  conceive  of  any  other  me¬ 
thod,  in  which  he  could  fo  effectually 
have  ftiown,  and  demonflrated  this  to 
the  world,  as  that  which  he  has  actually 
taken  to  this  end  ?  Abraham  manifefted 
his  great  piety,  in  being  ready  to  part 
with  his  only  fon  Ifaac,  at  the  call  of 
God,  when  he  was  pleafed  to  make  that 
trial  of  his  fincerity :  “  Now  know  I 

that 
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SERM  that  thou  feareft  God,  feeing  thou  haft 
VJIh  not  with-held  thy  fo„,  thi„e  only  fon, 
from  me.  This  was  the  ftrongeft 
teihmony.the  higheft  evidence,  he  could 
poffibly  give  of  his  fincerity.coufidering 
the  great  love  which  he  had  for  his  fon. 
In  alluhon  to  which  ftory,  we  may  jiift- 
ly  fay,  Now  know  we  that  God  loveth 
us  indeed,  feeing  he  hath  not  with-held 
his  Son,  his  only  Son  from  us.  And  he 
that  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  in  whom 
he  fo  much  delighted,  but  delivered  him 
up  for  us  all,  howr  fhall  he  not  with  him 
alfo,  freely  give  us  all  things  ?  How 
ftrong  is  that  love  \  How  great  is  that 
mercy  ?  How  rich  is  that  grace,  which 
has,  in  this  wray,  been  manifefted  to¬ 
wards  us  ?  Doubtlefs  this  is  the  ftrongeft 
evidence,  the  higheft  proof,  which  God 
could  give,  of  his  compaflion  and  mercy 
to  the  finful  children  of  men.  I  am  fare, 
you  cannot  conceive  of  any  greater, 

more  convincing,  affecting,  or  aftonifh- 
ing. 

And  you  know  that  the  Son  of  God 
was  manifefted  to  take  away  our  fins, 
not  only  by  bearing  them  in  his  own 
body  on  the  tree,  but  by  delivering  us 
from  the  power  and  dominion  thereof ; 
that  we  might  be  purified  unto  him,  a 
peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works ; 

and 
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and  ferve  God  in  holinefs  and  in  righte-  SERM 
oufnefs  all  the  days  of  our  lives.  Can  VIII. 


we  then  make  too  much  hafte  ?  or,  ra¬ 
ther, can  we  pollibly  make  hafte  enough, 
to  co-operate  with  the  deftgns  of  God’s 
love  in  Chrift  Jefus,  by  turning  our  feet 
unto  his  teftimonies  ?  How  ungrateful 
are  we  to  him,  as  well  as  unkind  to 
ourfelves,  if  we  make  any  delay  to  keep 
his  commandments  ? 

But  it  is  farther  to  be  obferved,That 
God  condefcends  moft  earneftly  to  in¬ 
vite,  I  had  almoft  faid,to  intreat  and  be- 
leech  us,  to  be  reconciled  to  him,  as 
tho  his  own  happinefs  depended  upon 
our’s.  “  We  then,  as  ambafladors  for 
Chrift,  fays  the  apoftle,  as  tho’  God  did 
bejeech  you  by  us,  we  pray  you  inChrift’s 
Head,  be  ye  reconciled  unto  God.  ” 
What  aftonilhing  language  is  this  ! — 

Look  unto  the  heavens,  and  fee,  and 
behold  the  clouds  which  are  higher  than 
thou.  If  thou  finneft,  what  doll:  thou 

againft  him  ?  Or  if  thy  tranfgreffions  be 
multiplied,  what  doft  thou  unto  him  i 
If  thou  be  righteous  wrhat  givefl:  thou 
him  ?  or  what  receiveth  he  of  thine 
hand  ?  .  And  yet  the  high  and  lofty 

One,  that  inhabiteth  eternity,  conde- 
icends,  as  it  were,  to  intreat  and  beleech 


;  faying,  “  Turn  ye,  turn,  ye  ;  for 
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SERM  why  will  ye  die  ?  ”  As  if  it  were  not 
VIII.  enough  for  the  great  God,  whom  we 
have  offended  by  our  fins,  to  give  us  a 
fpace  and  opportunity  to  make  our 
peace  with  him;  as  if  it  were  not  enough 
for  him,  to  have  delivered  up  his  own 
Son  for  us  all  ;  as  if  it  were  not  enough 
for  him,  by  his  prophets  and  apoftles,  to 
proclaim  to  us  his  willingnefs  to  receive 
us  into  his  favor,  on  our  return  to  him: 
As  if  all  this  were  not  enough,  I  fay, 
the  great  Lord  of  all  does,  as  it  were, 
condefcend  to  become  Himfelf  a  petiti¬ 
oner,  and  fupplicant,  to  his  finful  crea¬ 
tures  :  He  invites,  he  perfuades,  he  ur¬ 
ges  us,  to  return  to  him,  and  be  happy, 
with  more  apparent  tendernefs  and  lblii- 
citucle,  than  any  earthly  parent  would 
invite  a  rebellious  and  prodigal  foil  to 
return,  and  receive  the  inheritance  de¬ 
li  gned  for  him. 

Why  does  God  ufe  fo  many  perfua- 
llons  and  intreaties,  in  order  to  effect  a 
reconciliation, and  to  eftablifh  peace,  be¬ 
tween  himfelf  and  us  ?  Is  this,  becaule 
he  was  the  aggrelfor,  the  offending  par¬ 
ty,  to  whom  it  of  right  belongeth  to  be 
firft  in  an  overture  to  this  end,  and  to 
make  fupplication  ?  No  :  He  Md  done 
us  no  wrong,  but  great  good  ;  which 
we  requited  with  evil.  Did  he  fear  any 

harm 
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harm  would  accrue  to  him,  from  our 
continued  oppofition  to  him,  and  enmi¬ 
ty  againfl:  him  ?  No  :  He  is  far  exalted 
above  the  reach  of  our  impotent  mad- 
nefs  ;  and  could  utterly  deftroy  us  with 
one  breath  of  his  mouth.  Did  he  expect 
to  receive  any  benefit  to  himfelf,  as  the 
effect  of  this  reconciliation  ?  any  aug¬ 
mentation  of  his  perfections,  or  happi- 
nefs  ?  No  :  We  are  as  unable  to  do  him 
good,  as  harm  ;  and  are  abfolutely  de¬ 
pendent  upon  his  pleafure,  both  for 
happinefs,  and  our  very  being.  Does 
he  think  he  fhould  be  left  deftitute  of 
fubjects  to  reign  over,  if  he  fhould  ac¬ 
tually  defh*oy,inftead  of  reclaiming  us  to 
our  allegiance  ?  No  :  Tho’  mankind 
were  destroyed  from  the  earth,  there  are 
millions  of  glorious  angels  in  heaven, 
that  delight  in  doing  his  will  ;  and  he 
could  eafily  re-people  this  earth  with 
other  inhabitants  :  There  is  more  daft, 
out  of  which  to  form  them  ;  and  the 
fame  breath  that  animated  us,  whereby 
“  man  became  a  living  foul d,  ”  is  not 
yet  exhaufted  !  What  then  is  the  reafon 
of  God’s  dealing  thus  with  us  ?  Why 
does  he  ufe  intreaties  ?  Why  is  he  fo  de- 
firous  of'reconciling  this  wicked  and  a- 
poflate  world  unto  himfelf  ?  Why  exer- 
cife  fo  much  forbearance  towards  us  ? 
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^ac  on!y  reafan  hereof  is,  that  he  is  in- 
*  y  finitely  good,  merciful  and  condefcend- 
ing;  and  is  not  willing  we  Ihould  perifh, 
how  much  loever  we  have  deferved  it. 
Upon  the  whole  then, the goodnefs  and 
condefcention  of  God  towards  his  finful 
creatures, are, as  was  faid  above,  the  great- 
eft  and  mo  ft  aftonifhing,that  we  can  pofi- 
fibly  conceive  of.  If  we  duly  confider 
thegreatnefs  and  majefty  of  God,  our  own 
littlenefs  and  vilenefs  ;  and  what  it  is  for 
fuch  worms  of  the  dull  to  tranlgrefs  his 
laws  ;  we  may  well  be  furprifed,  that  he 
does  not  immediately  tread  upon  us,  and 
crufhus  into  the  dull  again,  out  of  which 
we  were  taken  ;  I  mean,  upon  our  firft 
riling  up  in  oppplition  to  his  will.  Is  it 
not  ftrange,  that  he  Ihould  allow  us  any 
fpace  at  all  for  repentance?  If  it  is  not ; 
yet,  furely,  it  is  furprizing,  that  his  mer¬ 
cy  and  grace  Ihould  be  protracted  to¬ 
wards  us  from  year  to  year,  to  fuch  long- 
*  fuffering.  We  fee  no  grace,  no  lenity, 
no  forbearance  amongft  men,  which, 
all  circumftances  being  duly  conlidered, 
will  bear  any  comparifon  with  this :  E- 
lpecially  when  we  reflect,  that  God  Hill 
offers  us,  not  only  the  forgivenefs  of  our 
paft  offences,  but  eternal  life  and  glory. 
But  our  admiration  of  his  goodnefs  and 
mercy,  mull  needs  be  Hill  heightened, 
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by  reflecting  on  that  particular  method,  SERM 
in  which  he  has  manifefted  this  his  mercy  VIIL 
and  grace  to  us  ;  the  method  which  he  1 

has  cholen  for  our  redemption  from  fin, 
and  mifery,  and  to  bring  us  to  glory. 

Did  ever  any  earthly  fovereign,  from 
meer  pity  and  compaflion  to  his  rebel¬ 
lious,  ill-deferving  fubjeds,  deliver  up 
an  only  begotten,  and  well-beloved  fon, 
to  fuffer  and  die  in  their  room,  as  a  ran- 
fom  for  them,  that  they  might  live,  and 
yet  the  honor  of  his  laws  and  govern¬ 
ment  be  maintained  ?  There  is  no  ex¬ 
ample  of  fuch  condefcention  and  grace, 
but  in  almighty  God,  the  Father  of  mer¬ 
cies,  towards  us,  when  we  were  dead  in 
trefpaflTes  and  fins. 

However  ;  allowing  for  the  prefent, 
that  we  could  call  to  mind  fomething 
fimilar  hereto,  in  the  conduCt  of  certain 
earthly  potentates  towards  their  rebelli¬ 
ous  fubjeCts ;  yet  can  we  recoiled  an  in- 
ftance  of  any  king’s  continuing  to  iffue 
out  acts  of  grace,  from  year  to  year,  in 
favour  of  his  rebel-fubjeds,  after  having 
once  given  them  fuch  a  proof  of  his  le¬ 
nity  and  goodnefs ;  Hill  inviting  them  to 
return  to  their  duty  and  allegiance,  and 
to  accept  his  mercy  \  Can  we  think  of 
any  examples  of  thofe,  who  in  fuch  a 
cafe  have  become,  as  it  were,  fuppli- 
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^vttt^  ba^ts  to  their  dilloyal  and  traiterous  fub- 
.  ' ,  Jefls,  praying  and  befeeching  them  for 

a  !°ng  courfe  of  time,  to  lay  Vide  their 
unreafonable  oppolition,  and  to  fubmit 
themfelves?  Tho’  it  muft  be  ftiil  fup- 
poled,  that  this  was  not  for  the  injured 
monarch’s,  but  for  their  own  advantape  ; 
and  that,  all  this  time,  he  had  fufficient 
power, and  mightwith  the  greateft  eafe,as 
well  asjuftice,  have  avenged  himfelf  on 
them:  Forotherwife  the  cafes  will  not 
be  parallel.  I  am  fure  you  cannot  call 
to  remembrance  any  fuch  examples  of 
good nefs and  condefcention,  in  the  kings 
and  potentates  of  this  world. 

But  altho’  you  could  do  fo,  Hill  you 
■will  allow  that  there  is  fome  difference 
between  them,  and  the  king  eternal,  im¬ 
mortal  and  invifible,  the  only  wife  God  ; 
fome  difference  between  mens  rebelling 
again  ft  thole,  who  are  weak  and  mortal 
creatures  as  well  as  themfelves,  and  re¬ 
belling  againft  the  King  of  heaven ;  fome 
difference  between  the  former’s  Hooping 
to  intreat  their  unreafonable  fubjebts  to 
be  reconciled  to  them,,  and  God’s  be¬ 
feeching  us  to  be  reconciled  to  Him  :  So 
that,  after  all,  there  is, and  muft  be,  a  very 
"wide  and  elfential  difference  between  the 
two  cafes.  There  neither  are,  not  can 
in  nature  be,  any  examples  of  grace  or 

con- 


in  appearance,  which  will,  on  due  con- 
fideration,  come  up  in  any  meafure  to 
that  which  God  exercifes  towards  his 
finful  creatures.  All  fuch  examples  mull, 
of  neceflity,  fall  infinitely  Ihort  ;  infi¬ 
nitely  below  the  divine  pattern  and  ori¬ 
ginal  ;  becaufe  God  is  infinitely  greater 
than  man.  We  cannot,  therefore,  as  I 
faid  before,  even  conceive  of  any  other 
goodnefs,  grace  and  condefcention,  fo 
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SERM  portion  to  the  degree  of  his  goodnefs  to 

P’  ail*J  the  obligations  which  he  has  laid 
s  under.  So  that  if  there  is  none  fo 
^oo  an  gracious  to  us  asGod,  we  can¬ 
not  be  guilty  of  fo  great  and  foul  ingra¬ 
titude  towards  any  other,  as  we  are  guil¬ 
ty  or  towards  him,  in  continuing  to  dif- 
pieale  and  affront  him  with  our  unrighte¬ 
ous  deeds,  inftead  of  being  led  to  repen¬ 
tance  by  his  goodnefs.  this  is  fuch  a 
condudf  as  is,  to  the  laff  degree,  fordid 
and  fhameful.  It  is  making  the  moll 
tmfuitable  return  to  the  1110ft alfonifhiim 
kindnefs,to  tnegreateffobligations  which 
the  bell:  and  greateff  of  all  beings  could 
lay  us  under.  .  Has  the  high  and  lofty 
one5  that  inhabiteth  eternity  ;  he,  whole 
word  gave  being  to  all  worlds,  and 
wliofe  bieath  could,  in  a  moment,  re¬ 
duce  both  us  and  them  to  nothing;  has 
he  Hi  own  fo  much  goodnefs,  and  conde- 
feention  towards  us  ?  has  he  given  us  an 
opportunity  to  make  our  peace  with  him? 
has  he  delivered  up  his  own  Son  for  us 
ml  :  has  he  given  us  the  offer  of  eternal 
lire  and  falvation  ?  does  he  condefcend 
io  become  a  petitioner,  as  it  were,  to  the 
duff  of  his  footffool,  even  to  us  finful 
duff  and  allies  ? — And  do  we  refufe  to 
hearken  to  him  ?  do  we  hefitate  and  de¬ 
lay  ?  do  we  p radically  fay  to  him,  “Wait 

our 
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our  leifure  ;  continue  to  invite  and  in-  SERM 
treat  us  to  be  reconciled  to  thee  :  perhaps  VIII. 
we  may  hear  and  grant  thy  requeft  here-  *“  'r~~> 
after,  when  by  thy  importunity  thou  haft 
wearied  us, or  we  are  weary  of  our  fins !” 

Be  aftonifhed,  O  heavens  !  at  fuch  in¬ 
gratitude  as  this  !  that  the  children 
w'hich  God  has  nourilhed,  and  brought 
up  with  fo  much  care  and  tendernefs, 
fhould  rebel  againft  him  ;  and  not  only 
rebel  againft  him,  but  perfevere  in  doing 
fo,  even  while  he  intreats  them  to  return 
to  him,  and  be  eternally  happy  !  Was 
there  ever,  on  one  hand,  fuch  goodnefs, 
fuch  grace  andcondefcention!  Was  there 
ever,  on  the  other  hand,  fuch  ingratitude, 
fuch  difmgenuity,  fuchbafenefs  as  this  ! 

What  would  you  think  of  children 
who  fhould  aft  fuch  a  part  as  this,  to¬ 
wards  an  earthly  parent ;  I  mean,  as 
far  as  the  cafe  admits  of  a  parallel  ?  What 
would  you  think  of  men  who  fhould  aft: 
thus  towards  an  earthly  fovereign  ?  of 
thofe  who,  inftead  of  being  won  over 
to  their  duty  and  allegiance  by  his  grace 
and  forbearance,  and  the  greateft  polfible 
teftimonies  of  his  kind  regards,  fhould 
continue  to  abufe  his  patience ;  and  ra¬ 
ther  increafe  in  their  enmity  againft  him 
and  his  government,  than  be,  in  any 
meafure, reconciled  to  either  would  not 

you. 
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^  ou,  VVOL]ld  not  all  think,  that  they  who 
^  * ,  t^us  defpifed  the  goodnefs,  forbearance, 

and  long-fuffering  of  their  lawful  fove- 
reign,  were  in  nature  monlters,  rather 
than  men  ?  Would  you  not  think,  that 
they  were  fo  far  from  having  the  grate¬ 
ful,  ingenuous  tempers,  becoming  rea- 
fonable  creatures,  that  they  were  'deba¬ 
ted  below  humanity  ?  yea,  even  below 
the  dull  ox,  and  the  (till  more  llupid 
afsb  For  the  former  is  faid  to  “  know 
his  owner,”  and  the  latter,  “  his  mailers 
crib :  ”  thefe  animals  are  not  wholly  in- 
fenfible,  who  it  is  that  ufes  them  with 
kindnefs ;  and  they  obey  his  commands, 
making  him  the  returns  of  their  fervice. 
—Now  might  I  not  fay  to  him,whoper- 
feveres  in  his  difobedience  to  God’s  com¬ 
mandments,  notwithltanding  his  great 
goodnefs  andgrace,  as  reprefented  above, 
t:  Thou  art  the  man”  ?  or  rather, Thou  art 
that  no-man, that  bafe  and  fordid  creature 
in  human  fhape,  to  which  thou  art  a 
dilgrace  ?  For  the  man,  if  we  may  call 
him  by  fo  refpeftable  a  name,  who  acts 
fuch  a  part  towards  his  Maker,  his  God, 
his  Father,  his  all  gracious  Sovereign, 
afts  a  part  infinitely  more  ungrateful, 
more  difengenuous  and  vile,  than  it  is 
poffible  for  any  one  to  aft  towards  the 
belt  earthly  parent,  or  fovereign :  be- 
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caufe  God  is  infinitely  greater,  and  bet-  SERM 
ter ;  he  has  fhown  infinitely  more  kind-  vlll. 
nefs  and  condefcention  to  us,  and  is  in¬ 
finitely  more  worthy  to  be  lov’d  and  o- 
bey’d.  Our  vilenefs  and  ingratitude,  if 
we  perfift  in  our  difobedience  to  him, 
muft  bear  exaclly  the  fame  proportion  to 
their’s,  who  perfift  in  their  difobedience 
to  a  good  parent  or  king,  that  God’s 
greatnefs,  power,  and  goodnefs,  bear  to 
the  greatnefs,  power  and  goodnefs  of 
our  earthly  fathers  Or  fovereigns :  i.  e. 
it  muft  be  infinitely  greater  ;  and  fo^ian, 
ftribtly  fpeaking,  bear  no  comparifon  at 
all  therewith.  This,  as  far  as  I  am  able 
to  fee,  is  a  true  and  juft  ftate  of  the  cafe, 
deftituteofallfalfe  colouring  and  gloffing. 

If  God  is  infinitely  greater  in  himfelf, 
and  infinitely  better  to  us,  than  any  o- 
ther  being  is,  or  can  be  ;  our  ingratitude 
to  him, in  continuing  to  rebel  againft  him, 
muft  of  confequence  be  infinitely  more 
fordid  and  bafe,  than  any  we  can  poffibly 
be  guilty  of,  towards  any  other  benefac¬ 
tor,  whether  friend,  parent  or  king  ; 
whether  man,  or  miniftring  angel.  The 
latter  is  as  certain  as  the  former ;  its  truth 
being  plainly  and  neceffarily  connected 
therewith.  So  that  we  muft  either  de¬ 
ny  God  to  be  infinitely  greater  and  bet¬ 
ter  that  any  other  being,  or  elfe  acknow¬ 
ledge. 
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SERM  ledge,  that  to  difobey  hin,  andabufehis 

S°°?nn  S  and  Srace>  is  infinitely  the 
blacked:  and  vileft  ingratitude,  that  can 

be  conceived.  And  as  I  am  periwaded, 
none  of  you  deny,  or  in  the  leaft  doubt, 
tne  former  ;  fo,  I  hope,  you  will  readi- 
ly  own  the  latter. 

Th  e  practical  conclufion  from  the 
whole,  theiefore,  and  the  fum  of  the 
prefent  argument, is  this ;  TJhatif  we  have 
any  ingenuity  of  mind,  or  any  fenfe  of 
honoi ,  it  becomes  us  to  make  hafte,  and 
not  delay  to  keep  the  commandments  of 
our  God.  It  is  now  taken  for  granted, 
that  you,  for  whom  this  difcourfe  is  more 
efpecially  defigned,  would  not  willingly 
be  thought  bafe  and  fordid  in  your  na¬ 
ture  and  difpofition  ;  thatyou  would  not 
lie  under  the  reproach  and  infamy,  of 
haying  treated  a  benefactor  ill,  and  re¬ 
quited  him  evil  for  good,  even  tho’  you 
were  never  to  incur  any  other  harm 
thereby,  than  to  be  juftly  accounted  dif- 
ingenuous  and  bafe.  It  is  taken  for 
granted,  that  you  have  at  leaft  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  native  generofity  ;  fome  fenfe  of 
honor  ;  fo  that  you  would  be  afhamed 
to  requite  your  parents,  or  belt  earthly 
friends,  after  fuch  a  manner,  that  all  the 
world  might  juftly  think  and  fpeak  of 
you,  as  perfons  of  a  fordid  and  brutifh 

temper, 
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temper,  or,  in  one  word, ungrateful.  If  SERM 
you  would  not  be  afhamed  of  this,  you  ^-1. 
are  not  the  perlons  to  whom  the  prefent  '-'"v""*-'' 
difcourfe  is  chiefly  directed.  It  ^more¬ 
over,  now  taken  for  granted,  that  you 
believe  God  is  your  greatefl  benefaclor, 
your  beft  friend  ;  that  he  waits  to  be 
gracious  to  you  ;  that  he  has  given  his 
ownSon  to  die  for  your  redemption  from 
fin  and  death  ;  that  he  invites  you  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  eternal  life  ;  and  that  he  conde- 
fcends  even  to  intreat  you  to  be  reconci¬ 
led  unto  him.  If  I  did  not  take  it  for 
granted,  that  you  believe  all  thefe  things, 

I  mull  fuppofe  you  to  be  difbelievers  of 
thecbriftian  revelation  in  general;  which 
I  would  by  no  means  do,  without  ha¬ 
ving  fome  ftrong  and  pofitive  proof  of 
your  infidelity  :  becauie  as  you  have  had 
a  chriftian  education,  and  opportunity 
to  know  its  truth  and  evidences,  your 
difbelief  of  it  would  infer  fomething  ve¬ 
ry  wrong,  either  in  your  heads  orhearts, 
if  not  in  both.  Now  if  you  believe  the 
gofpel ;  if  you  believe  the  feveral  things 
mentioned  above  ;  and  are  really  per- 
fons  of  fuch  a  turn  and  temper  as  I  have 
fuppofed  ;  certainly  you  cannot  perfiflin 
acting  fuch  a  difingenuous  and  ungrate¬ 
ful  part  towards  your  all-good  and  graci¬ 
ous  benefactor ;  towards  him  who,  tho" 

he 
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Ii-  n'.ighr  have  juftly  frowned  you  into 

, _ _ _ Perdition,  when  you  fir  ft  began  to  fin 

dgaiijfr  d im?  has  prefer ved  your  lives  ; 
has  been  accumulating  his  favours  and 
leihngs  upon  you,  both  temporal  and 
Spiritual;  and  who  ftill  invites  you  to  be 
reconciled  to  him  thro’  Jefus  Chrift,  with 
the  tendernefs  and  bowels  of  a  father.— 
Your  delay  hitherto,  has  perhaps  been 
owing  to  your  inattention,  and  want  of 
confidering  thefe  things- :  at  leaft  I  had 
rathei  attiioute  it  to  this,  than  to  any 
thing  worfe.  But  now  you  are  put  in 
mind  of  them,  and  thus  admonifhed  to 
attend  to  them,  furely  you  will  delay 
no  longer ;  and  will  be  heartily  afhamed 
and  grieved,  that  you  have  not,  before 
now,  returned  unto  God  thro’  Jefus 
Chrift.  For  can  any  perfon  of  an  inge¬ 
nuous  and  grateful  mind,  and  who  re¬ 
gards  his  own  honor,  help  being  afha¬ 
med,  “  yea,  even  confounded,  ”  when 
he  fericrufly  reflects  that  he  has  often, 
and  long,  been  finning  againft  fuch  a 
great  and  good  God,  who  has  fhown 
fuch  grace  and  condefcention  to  him  ? 
Can  he  refolutely  perfift  in  his  evil  cour- 
fes  ?  or  be  fo  unreafonable,  as  to  defire, 
that  his  Maker  fhould  ftill  wait  upon, 
and  intreat  him  feveral  years  longer  ? 
Can  you  conceive  of  any  thing  fo  unbe¬ 
coming 
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corning  a  reafonable  creature,  as  fuch  SERM 
a  conduct  towards  his  Creator  ?  any  VIII 
thing  fo  bafe  and  fordid  ?  any  thing 
which  could  juftly  bring  fo  great  re¬ 
proach  and  infamy  upon  him  ? 

What  pains  will  not  perfons  of  a 
grateful  and  ingenuous  turn  of  mind 
take,  to  pleafe  and  gratify  thofe,  who 
have  fhown  them  great  favour  and  kind- 
nefs  ?  who  appear’d  their  friends  in  a 
time  of  affliction  and  trouble  ?  who, when 
they  were  fallen  into  adverfity,  lent  them 
affiftance,  and  exerted  themfelves  in  their 
fervice  ?  People  of  an  ingenuous  difpo- 
fition,  never  think  they  can  do  too  much 
by  way  of  return  to  thofe,  who  have 
laid  them  under  peculiar  obligations  ;  or 
be  too  ready  and  forward  to  oblige  them. 

And  I  doubt  not  but  that  you  have, 
fometimes,  taken  much  pains,  to  gratify 
thofe,  who  had  done  kind  offices  for 
you,  tho’  not  very  conliderable  in  them¬ 
felves  ;  and  even  been  forry  that  you 
could  not  do  more  for  them.  How 
ftrange  is  it  then,  if  you  are  not  follici- 
tous  to  make  a  proper  return  to  yon* 

Father  in  heaven,  for  his  manifold  mer¬ 
cies  ;  faying,  “  What  fhall  I  render  to  the 
Lord  for  all  his  benefits  ?  ”  Should  you 
not  be  infinitely  more  defirous  to  pleafe 
him,  by  doing  his  will,  than  you  are  to 
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SERM  requite  the  kindneffes  of  your  fellow- 

,mo/talf’.  who^  favors  are,  comparative- 
ly  fpeaking,  fo  fmall  and  inconfiderable  ? 

oil,  perhaps,  frequently  hear  per- 
lons  blamed  for  their  ingratitude,  and 
cenlured  for  uling  their  benefactors  ill  ; 
Yea,  perhaps  you  often  blame  others  for 
their  unworthy  treatment  of  yourfelves; 
for  not  making  fuitable  returns  to  your 
kindnefs,  and  the  obligations  which  you 
have  laid  them  under.  All  this  may  be 
very  juft  ;  for  I  am  not  infenflble  that 
this  is  indeed  a  yery  evil  and  ungrateful 
world,  that  we  live  in  :  And  not  only 
you,  but  others  in  general,  look  upon 
perfons  of  an  ungrateful  temper,  with  a 
mixture  of  contempt  and  indignation,  as 
fome  of  the  bafeff,  vileft,  and  molt  brui- 
tifh  of  men.  Now,  tho’  I  am  no  romei/h 
piiefi,!  might  venture  toabfolve  you  from 
all  your  fins,  paid,  prefen t,  and  to  come, 
even  without  auricular  confeflion,  if  you 
can  produce  any  inftance  or  example  of 
ingratitude  amongft  men,  in  their  con¬ 
duct  towards  one  another,  half  fo  foul, 
and  infamous,  or  which  dilcovers  half  fo 
much  bafenefs,  as  there  is  in  delaying  to 
keep  God’s  commandments,  and  conti¬ 
nuing  to  rebel  againff  him  ;  confidering 
his  infinite  goodnefs  and  kindnefs  to  us. 
What  you  condemn,  and  condemn  j  ufl- 
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ly,  as  fordid  ingratitude  in  your  fellow- 
mortals  towards  yourfelves,  or  towards  *111. 
others,  is  generolity,  greatnefs  of  foul, 
and  true  honor,  in  comparifon  of  your 
own  conduct  towards  almighty  God, 
your  Father  who  is  in  heaven,  while  you 
go  in  your  trefpaffes  againft  him  ;  while 
you  defpife  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs, 
forbearance  and  long-fufFering  ;  while 
you  difregard  his  gracious  calls  and  in¬ 
treaties  in  the  gofpel,  and  tread  under 
foot  his  Son,  who  died  for  your  falva- 
tion.  What  good  offices  have  you  done 
to  others  ?  What  obligations  have  you 
laid  them  under  ?  What  favor  or  friend- 
fhip  has  any  man  fhown  to  another,  e- 
qually  great  with  the  favor  and  kind- 
nefs  which  God  has  manifefted  towards 
us  all  in  common,  and  the  obligations 
he  has  laid  us  under,  to  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments  ?  What  is  there  that  cande- 
ferve  fo  foul  a  name  as  that  of  ingrati¬ 
tude,  in  our  molt  unworthy  treatment 
of  each  other,  in  comparifon  of  that 
which  we  are  juftly  chargeable  with  to-  . 
wards  God,  if  we  perfevere  long  in  abu- 
fing  his  goodnefs,  and  affronting  his  go¬ 
vernment,  by  our  unrighteous  deeds  ? 

Surely,  then,  it  becomes  you  to  make 
hafle,  and  not  delay  to  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments  ;  or  elfe  to  renounce  all  pre- 
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SERM  tences  to  ingenuity,  and  a  fenfe  of  ho- 

_  nor  \  con  foiling  that  you  are  as  vile  and 

iordid  in  your  temper,  as  it  is  poffible 
foi  men  to  be  ;  and  even  far  more  fo  in 
your  behaviour  towards  God,  than  it  is 
poffible  for  the  worft  to  be,  in  their  con- 
dutfi  towards  their  fellow-creatures. 

To  conclude,  therefore,  let  me  be- 
feceh  you,  as  you  would  avoid  fo  juftly 
deferved,  and  fo  great  infamy,  without 
delay  to  turn  vour  feet  unto  God’s  tefti- 
monies,  to  be  reconciled  unto  him,  and 

live. - No — Upon  recollecting  myfelf, 

I  will  not  do  this ;  but  leave  the  matter 
to  your  own  reflection,  and  confcience  : 
For  if  any  are  1b  bale  and  ungrateful  as 
to  difregard  the  intreaties  of  God  him- 
felf,  when  he  condefcends,  as  it  were,  to 
befeech  them  to  be  reconciled  to  him  ; 
certainly  I  have  no  reafon  to  expeCt, that 
they  will  regard  mine,  who  am  their 
fellow-mortal,  and  their  “  fervant  for 
Jeius’  fake  ” — I  ihal!  therefore  clofe  this 
difeourfe,  only  with  alking  thole,  who 
are  itill  going  on  in  their  fins,  notwith- 
ifanding  God’s  goodnefs  and  grace,  his 
kind  perfwaiions  and  intreaties,  Flow 
long  they  propofe  their  Maker  (hall  thus 
wait  to  be  gracious  ?  How  long  their 
Redeemer  ihall  Hand  at  the  door  and 
knock,  before  they  will  give  him  ad- 

million 
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million  into  their  hearts  ?  How  long 
both  the  “  Spirit  and  the  bride  fliall  fay, 
Come,  ”  before  “  he  that  heareth  fliall 
alfo  fay,  Come  ”  ;  and  they  themfelves, 
being  thirfty,  fliall  come,  and  “  take  the 
water  of  life  freely  !  ”  ! 
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M  O  N  IX. 


The  Reafonabienefs  and  Importance 
of  making  Hade  to  keep  God’s 
Commandments.  The  feventh 
Argument ;  drawn  from  a  Con¬ 
federation  of  the  audacious  Im¬ 
piety  of  hardening  our  Hearts 
from  Time  to  Time,  apainft  the 
hear  of  God,  while  he  admo- 
mihes  us  to  break  off  our  Sins  by 
Repentance  ;  together  with  the 
Danger  there  is,  that  fuch  impi- 
.ousContemners  of  hisDifpleafure, 
will  be  utterly  forfaken  of  him, 

/  7 

and  left  to  fill  up  the  Meafure  of 
their  Iniquities. 


XXX::<>C^<XX>0<><y:XXXXX)<;><KXX>v-<X><X>D<y> 


SERM 

IX. 


PSALM  CXIX.  59,  6o. 

1  THOUGHT  on  my  ways,  and  turned 
my  feet  unto  thy  t eft i monies  : 

1  T1AT)E  hafte,  and  delayed  not  to  keep 
thy  commandments . 

THE  reafonabienefs  and  importance 
•of  making  hade  to  keep  God’s 

com- 
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commandments,  has  already  been  argu-  SER.M 
ed  from  the  feveral  confiderations  fol-  IX . 
lowing,  in  as  many  different  difcourfes  ; 
viz.  That  our  lives  are  fhort  and  uncer¬ 
tain  :  That  the  difficulty  of  a  reformation 
is  increafed  by  delay  That  a  truly  re¬ 
ligious,  is  far  the  moft  happy  life  :  That 
the  fooner  we  begin  to  ferve  God,  and 
the  greater  perfection  we  attain  to,  the 
greater  will  be  our  reward  in  heaven : 

That  virtue  is  peculiarly  amiable  in 
youth  ;  and  that  we  do  the  moft  honor 
to  God  and  our  Redeemer,  by  confecra- 
ting  the  morning  of  life  to  religion  : 

And,  laftly,  That  to  delay  our  repen¬ 
tance,  and  return  to  God,  is  the  bafeft 
ingratitude.  Each  of  thele  confiderati- 
ons  in  particular,  but  more  efpecially  all 
of  them  in  conjunction,  fhow  the  im¬ 
portance  of  making  hafte  to  keep  the 
commandments  of  God.  But  they  are 
now  only  mentioned,  having  before  been 
handled,  and  urged  with  iome  extent. 

It  is  propofed,  by  God’s  leave  and 
affiftance,  to  urge  one  argument  more, 
with  the  fame  general  defign,  or  to 
the  fame  end,  in  the  enfuing  difcourfe. 

And  this  fhall  be  drawn  from  a  confide- 
ration  of  the  bold  impiety  of  perfevering 
in  our  finful  courfes,  while  God  admo- 
nifheth  us  to  break  them  off  by  repen- 

S  3  tance  ; 


262 


The  audacious  Impiety } 


tfnCC/  to§ether  with  the  hazard  there  is, 
,_1  ,  fuch  audacious  contemners  of  his 
'  ddpleafure,  will  be  utterly  forfaken  of 
mm,  and  left  to  fill  up  the  dreadful  mea- 
fure  of  their  iniquities  ;  being  quite  har¬ 
dened  thro’  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  long 
continued  in  againfl  light j  and  having 
their  “  confciences  feared  as  with  a  hot 
iron  \  Some  hints  to  this  purpofe  have, 
I  believe,  been  occalionally  dropped,  in 
fome  of  the  proceeding  difcourfes  on  the 
piefent  fubje^t :  But  the  argument  feems 
to  deferve  a  more  diftinbt  confideration, 
and  to  be  treated  with  greater  extent, 
being  very  important  in  it’s  nature. 

Some  of  the  lafl  arguments  were  cal¬ 
culated,  and  defigned,  to  operate  upon 
the  minds  of  perfons  who  are  naturally 
of  an  ingenuous  temper,  and  who  are 
not  yet  gone  far  in  the  paths  of  fin,  ra¬ 
ther  than  upon  perfons  of  a  crabbed, 
four,  and  fordid  difpofition,  or  fuch  as 
have  greatly  corrupted  themfelves,  by  a 
long  habit  of  finning.  And  it  is  hoped- 
that  fuch  arguments  may,  by  the  blefling 
of  God,  have  their  intended  effect  on 
that  fort  of  perfons,  for  whom  they  were 
defigned.  The  prefent  argument  is  of 
a  fomewhat  different  kind  ;  as  it  is  pri¬ 
marily,  and  principally,  intended  for 
perfons  of  a  different  character ;  namely, 

for 
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for  thofe,  if  there  are  any  fuch  here  pre-  S^M 

fent  before  God,  who  are  little  or  no-  ^ _ '  f 

thing  affected  with  a  fenfe  of  their  ma- 
ker’s  goodnefs,  forbearance  and  long- 
fuffering  ;  being  deftitute  of  all  ingenui¬ 
ty,  and  generality  of  temper  ;  or  who 
are  already  vicious  and  corrupt  to  a  great 
degree.  There  is  fcarce  any  othei  way 
of  coming  at  perfons  of  this  latter  cha- 
ra£ter,  but  by  alarming  their  feais,  and 
{hewing  them  the  great  danger  they  ate 
in,  of  being  foon  rejetted  ot  God,  and 
finally  incurring  an  aggravated  condem¬ 
nation. 

It  is  neceffary  that  prefumptuous 
tranfgreffors,  who  have  no  fenfe  of  fhame 
or  honor,  and  no  fear  of  God  before  their 
eyes,  fhould  be  admonifhed  to  confictei, 
how  terrible  the  majefty  of  that  God  is, 
whom  they  dare  thus  to  affront  and  pro¬ 
voke  ;  what  danger  there  is,  that  they 
will  be  given  over  by  him  to  a  repro¬ 
bate  mind  ;  and  at  length  be  call  into 
hell-fire  ;  where  fuch  infolent  defiers  of 
their  maker’s  difpleafure  will,  except 
they  repent,  be  punifhed  with  a  feverity 
proportionable  to  their  daring  impieties. 
However,  I  would  not  be  mifunderftood 
here  :  Tho’  I  defign  to  fpeak  with  all 
poffible  freedom  and  plainnefs  upon  this 
head,  I  am  far  from  intending  to  debafe 

S  4  preaching 
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S]XM  ramne^ccufetion 1 ^  *  •  bSinging  a 

onT  g  Si  ’  eveu  again!!  wicked 

ai*'?°  m<^‘  Nor  wiU  I  forget  the 

apohle  s  admonition  to  Timothy,  “  Re¬ 
buke  not  an  elder  [  or  aged  perfon  ]  but 
inti  eat  him  as  a  father  ” :  As,  I  hope,  I 
have  not  forgotten  what  he  immediately 
iubjoms  •—  “  and  the  younger  men  as 
brethren  .  We  had  icolding  and  rail- 
mg  preaching  enough  in  the  town  and 
country,  but  a  few  years  fince,  tofuffice 
for  a  long  time  ;  when  it  feemed  to  be 
ialhionable  to  violate  all  the  rules  of  de¬ 
corum  and  modefly  in  the  pulpit ;  and 
he  was  commonly  thought  to  have  the 
moft  zeal  for  God,  who  had  leaft  regard 
to  decency  in  addreffing  himfelf  to  men. 

Now,  for  the  illuftration  of  the  pre- 
fent  argument,  it  will  be  proper  briefly 
to  remind  you, both  of  thegreatnefs  and 
majefty  of  God,  and  of  the  littlenefs  and 
weaknefs  of  man.  From  whence  will 
heft  appear  the  bold  impiety,  and  audaci- 
oufnefs,of  men’s  perfevering  in  the  breach 
of  his  known  commandments,  while  he 
admonifhes  them  to  repent,  and  amend 
their  ways.  Something  will  then  be  ad¬ 
ded  concerning  the  danger  of  God’s  be¬ 
ing  provoked  wholly  to  withdraw  his 
Holy  Spirit  from  fuch,  and  to  give  them 
up  intirely  to  their  own  hearts  lulls  ;  as 
v;  a  L  1  f '  alfo, 
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alfo,  concerning  the  aggravated  perdi-  SERM 
tion  of  thofe,  who  have  l'pent  a  long  life 
in  finning  againfl  God,  without  repent-  v 
ing  at  laft,  to  give  him  glory.  Which 
things  being  conlidered,  it  will  appear, 
how  highly  it  concerns  all  finners,  ef- 
oecially  the  aged,  who  have  delayed 
l  ong  already,  immediately  to  turn  their 
feet  unto  God’s  teflimonies,  left  ini¬ 
quity  fhould  be  their  ruin. 

To  return  then :  Let  me  briefly  remind 


you  of  thegreatnefs  andmajefty  of  God  ; 
which  appear,  both  by  his  mighty  works 
which  men  behold,  and  from  his  facred 
oracles.  How  wife,  powerful  and  great, 
mull  that  Being  be,  who  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  with  all  that  they 
contain  l  this  mighty  univerfe,  which, 
to  our  fenfes,  appears  boundlefs  and  in¬ 
finite  ?  And  you  know,  that  he  who 
made,  upholds  and  governs  all  things, 
can,  if  he  pleafes,  deftroy  them  with  e- 
qual  eafe.  What  power  can  be  compa¬ 
red  with  his,  who  is  omnipotent  ?  What 
wifdom  may  be  likened  to  that  of  the 
only  wife  God  What  gleatnefs  is  com- 
menfurate  with  his,  whom  the  heaven 
of  heavens  cannot  contain  ?  What  do¬ 
minion,  and  majefty,  and  glory,  may 
be  refembled  to  that  of  almighty  God, 
whofe  dominion  is  everlafting,  whole 

kingdom 
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kingdom  ruleth  over  all,  and  who  has 

J5*  hls  glory  ab°ve  the  heavens  ?  Reflect 
loberly  upon  the  works  of  God,  and  the 
fublime  reprefentations  which  the  holy 
fcriptures  give  us  of  his  perfections,  and 
the  “  glorious  majefty  of  his  kingdom  ;  ” 
and  then,  altho’  you  may  poflibly  be  at 
a  lofs,  which  proclaims  his  power  and 
greatnefs  the  moft,  yet  you  will  be  filled 
with  aftonifhment  at  both  ;  and  be  fen¬ 
fire  that  all  nations  are,  indeed,  as  no¬ 
thing  before  him  ;  yea,  “  lefs  than  no¬ 
thing  and  vanity.  ” 

For,  what  a  little,  inconsiderable 
creature  man  is,  in  comparifon  of  his 
Maker,  I  was,  in  the  next  place,  to  re¬ 
mind  you.  “  When  I  confider  the  hea- 
“  yens,  fays  the  Pfalmiff,  the  work  of 
“  thy  fingers,  the  moon  and  the  ffars 
“  which  thou  haft  ordained  ;  what  is 
“  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  ? 

“  and  the  fon  of  man  that  thou  vifiteft 
“  him  ?  ”  This  is  a  very  natural  reflec¬ 
tion  :  For  nothing  can  give  us  fo  juft  a 
fenle  of  our  own  littlenefs,  and  infigni- 
ficance,  as  confidering  the  power  and 
greatnefs  of  God. — “  What  is  man  !  ”~ 
A  reptile  of  a  day  ;  a  child  of  duft,  bro’t 
forth  in  forrow  and  tears  ;  altogether 
helplefs  in  his  infancy  ;  crufhed  before 
the  moth,  even  in  youth  ;  in  old  age, 

bur- 
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burthened  by  the  grafs-hopper  ;  and  in 
his  bed  eftate,  altogether  vanity  1  He  ff  j 
pretends  to  be  wife,  but  is  ever  loft  in 
error  ;  his  knowledge  is  but  ignorance  ; 
his  ftrength  weaknefs  ;  his  health  and 
difeafe  almoft  the  fame  ;  his  pains  tor¬ 
menting  ;  his  very  pleafures  vexatious  ; 
his  birth  and  death  but  an  hand-breadth 
afunder  5  to-day,  boafting  himfelf  of  to¬ 
morrow  j  and  to-morrow  the  food  of 
vermin,  the  worm  feeding  iweetly  on 
him  ! — Such  is  man  ;  wholly  mean  and 
vile  ;  excepting  that  he  is  animated  by 
the  breath  of  God  ;  and  that  his  Maker 
has  been  fo  mindful  of  him,  as  to  give 
his  own  Son  to  redeem  him.  Which  lat¬ 
ter  confideration,  while  it  feems  to  give 
us  fome  degree  of  fignificance  and  im¬ 
portance  in  the  creation,  may,  at  the 
fame  time,  ferve  for  our  humiliation  : 
fmce  it  was  the  finfulnefs  and  wretched- 
nefs  of  our  condition,  that  were  the 
ground  or  occafion  of  God’s  manifefting 
fuch  a  regard  to  us.  And,  indeed,  we 
are  not  to  eftimate  ourfelves,  or  our  real 
worth,  by  what  God  has,  in  his  grace 
and  condefcention  done  for  us  (accord¬ 
ing  to  which  rule  of  judging,  wefhould 
be  creatures  of  great  dignity  and  impor¬ 
tance  ; )  but  by  what  we  are  in  ourfelves 
naturally,  and  independently  thereof ; 

accor- 
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SERM  according  to  which,  we  mull  needs  ac- 
.  X'_  ,  “iint  ourielves  little,  v i Ic  and  contemp- 
i  c  creatures,  how  prone  foe ver  we 
may  be  to  think  highly  of  ourfelves.  For 
luch  we  are  in  God’s  account,  notwith¬ 
standing  he  hath  fo  gracioufly  vifited  us  • 
at  leaft  we  are  fo,  in  comparifon  of  him! 
“  Behold  even  to  the  moon,  and  it  fhin- 
“  edi  not,  yea,  the  liars  are  not  clean  in 
<{  his  light  :  how  much  lefs  man  that  is 
, .  a  worm  j  and  thefon  of  man  which  is 

Js°,  6  *■  “  f worm-” : 

The  more  we  know  of  God  and  of 
ourfelves,  the  greater  dillance  fhall  we 
perceive  between  him  and  us;  and  the 
more  readily  lhall  we  acquiefce  in  the 
juftice  of  thofe  Sentiments,  which  afcribe 

*°  him>  ah  Sl0IT)  majelly,  might,  and 
dominion ;  and  to  ourfelves,  weaknefs, 
vilenefs  and  unworthinefs. 


Now,  having  thus  briefly  reminded 
you  of  the  greatnefs  and  glory  of  God, 
and  the  littlenefs  and  vilenefs  of  man ; 
you  may  from  hence,  in  Some  meafure, 
conceive  what  prefumption,  what  mad- 
nefs  it  is,  for  linners  to  perfevere  in  af¬ 
fronting  him,  by  a  continued  violation 
of  his  commandments,  notwithstanding 
his  repeated  threatnings.  The  boldnels 
and  prefumption  of  any  one’s  conducl  to¬ 
wards  a  Superior,  is  to  be  ellimated  by 

the 
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the  diftance  which  there  isbetween  them ;  S^RM 

by  the  relative  greatnefs  and  power,  or _  ’  f 

littlenels  and  weaknefs,  of  the  one  to  the 
other.  According  to  which  rule  of  judg¬ 
ing,  tho’  we  may  in  fome  meafure  con¬ 
ceive,  yet  it  will  beimpoflible  to  exprefs, 
the  amazing  prelumption  of  man’s  wil¬ 
fully  continuing  to  offend  his  Creator  ; 
the  diftance  between  them  being  infinite. 

For  fuch  an  inferior  and  weak  creature 
as  man,  to  rife  up  in  rebellion  againft 
the  almighty  Lord  of  the  univerfe  ;  and 
not  only  once  to  rebel,  but  to  repeat  his 
adfs  of  rebellion  from  year  to  year  ;  to 
trample  upon  the  authority  of  Him,  with¬ 
out  whole  fuftaining  hand,  he  would  in- 
ftantly  drop  into  nothing,  from  whence 
he  is  fo  little  removed  ;  to  defpife  his 
awful  threatnings  ;  and,  in  the  language 
of  fcripture,  to  run  even  upon  “  the 
thick  boffes  of  his  buckler,”  as  tho’  he 
“  had  an  arm  like  God,  or  could  thunder 
with  a  voice  like  him  for  weak, mortal 
man  thus  to  contemn,  thus  to  provoke 
Him,  before  whom  Cherubim  and  Sera¬ 
phim  bow  with  veiled  faces  ;  and  from 
whofe  frown  apoftate  angels  would, 
were  it  pofftble,  hide  themfelves  even  in 
the  lowed:  depths  of  hell  ; — 'furely,  it  is 
not  pofftble,  I  fay,  for  words  fully  to  fet 
forth  the  impious  madnefs  of  fuch  a  con¬ 
duct  !  To 
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•  °  T  3at  we  refemble  this  beha¬ 

viour  of  linners  ?  What  comparifon  can 

^  e.  1  ink  °^’  wbich  will  not  rather  tend 

to  e  en  the  prefumption  thereof, than  to 

place  it  m  a  juft  and  proper  light?  Shall 
vve  fay  this  is  as  if  a  fervant,  who  had 
dilobey  d  his  mailer’s  command, and  who 
being threatned  that  he  Ihould  be  beaten 
vuth  many  ftripes,  unlefs  he  returned  to 
his  duty,  Ihould  intirely  difregard  thefe 
threatnings,  and  even  grow  more  idle 
and  infolent  ?  No  :  this  comparifon 
would  not  anfvver ;  but  tend  to  diminilh, 
lathei  than  to  illuftrate,  the  guilt  and 
hon  or  of  fuch  prefumptuous  linners  con¬ 
duct.  Becaufe  the  fuppofed  mailer  in 
the  companion,  as  wei.  as  the  lervant, 
is  but  a  frail,  mortal  man  ;  whereas  the 
/inner  perfeveres  in  his  dilohedience  to 
the  commands  of  him,  who  “  only  hath 
immortality,”  and  to  whom  all  power 
belongeth.  Shall  we  fay,  then,  that  this 
is  as  if  one  of  the  loweft  menial  fervants 
ol  the  greateft  potentate  of  the  earth, 
ihould  not  only  contemn  his  fovereign’s 
orders,  but  make  it  his  practice  from 
time  to  time  to  /pit  in  his  face,  whenever 
he  approached  him  ?  No  :  neither  will 
this  limilitude  anfwer,  for  the  fame  ge¬ 
neral  reafon.  There  is  realy  moreinfo- 
lence  in  the  conduct  ofprefumptuous  lin¬ 
ners 
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ners  towards  God,  than  there  would  be  SERM 
in  any,  the  meaned  domedic  of  a  migh- 
ty  king,  treating  him  in  that  manner. — 

Shall  we  then  fay,  that  this  is  as  if  a 
worm  of  the  dull,  fuppofing  it  endow’d 
with  a  degree  of  intelligence,  fhould  in- 
fult  Gabriel,  or  feme  other  arch-angel, 
and  array  himfelf  to  the  battle  againd  him? 
Neither  will  fimilitude  ferve  the  purpofe; 
becaufe  there  is  dill  an  infinitely  greater 
didance  between  God  and  man,  than 
there  is  between  the  highed  arch-angel, 
and  the  lead  reptile  of  the  earth.  All 
that  is  fabled  of  the  giants  of  old,  mak¬ 
ing  war  againd  heaven,  is  more  than 
realized  in  the  mad  prefumption  of  wick¬ 
ed  men  :  for  thofe  were  fuppofed  to  be 
creatures  of  far  greater  power  than  or¬ 
dinary  men,  while  the  gods  of  the  hea¬ 
then,  againd  whom  they  were  fuppofed 
to  wage  war,  were  not  to  be  compared 
to  our  God,  tho’  “  among  the  l'ons  of 
the  mighty.”  It  mud  therefore,  after  all, 
be  left  to  your  own  imagination  to  paint 
out  the  audacioufnefs,  and  horrid  im¬ 
piety  of  thofe  men,  who  go  on  from  year 
to  year,  perhaps  till  old  age,  in  affront¬ 
ing  almighty  God,  by  contemning  his 
authority,  and  breaking  his  known  com¬ 
mandments,  notwithdanding  his  repeat¬ 
ed  threatnings.  For  as  was  intimated 

before. 
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SERM  before,  I  can  think  of  no  comparifons, 
but  what  will  rather  lefTen  the  preemp¬ 
tion,  thanfet  it  in  a  full  and  proper  light. 

Now  when  we  confider  the  treat 
prefumption,  and  daring  impietv,  of 
men’s  continuing  from  time  to  time,  to 
trample  upon  God’s  commandments  ; 
does  there  not  feem  to  be  danger,  that 
he  may  be  provoked  to  withdraw  his 
holy  Spirit  intirely  from  fuch,  and  to  leave 
them  wholly  to  themfelves  ;  the  certain 
confequence  of  which,  will  be  the  de- 
ft  ruction  of  their  fouls  ?  It  is  here  taken 
for  granted,  that  God’s  Spirit  if  rives  with 
fxnners  in  general,  in  conjunftion  with 
his  word  and  providence,  and  their  own 
reafon,  in  order  to  reclaim  them  from 
their  wicked  ways.  But  are  we  fure 
that  he  will  continue  always  thus  to 
ft  rive  with  them<  by  his  Spirit,  while 
they  live  in  this  world  ?  Are  we  fure 
that  he  will  not  forfake,  and  give  them 
over,  before  they  are  taken  hence  to  be 
here  no  more  ?  Has  he  promifed,  that 
he  will  not  do  fo  ?  Certainly  he  has  not ; 
fo  that  they  can  have  no  afturance,  that 
he  will  not :  And  this  is  what  presump¬ 
tuous  finners  have  great  reafon  to  fear 
may  be  the  fad  confequence  of  their  da¬ 
ring  impiety.  I  fay,  the  fad  confequence 
of  it ;  becaufe  ftiould  this  be  the  cafe, 
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they  will  never  after  repent  and  reform  ;  SERM 
but  their  perdition  will  be  in  fome  fenfe  IX. 
inevitable,  altho’  they  fhould  live  many  '  ~sr~~J 
years  after  being  thus  forfaken  of  God. 

There  are,  if  I  miftake  not,  fome 
plain  intimations  in  fcripture,  that  God 
does  actually,  fometimes,  thus  forfake 
the  prefumptuous  tranfgreffors  of  his 
laws  ;  and  warnings  and  admonitions 
given  us  to  this  purpofe,  left  we  fhould 
too  far  abufe  his  goodnefs  and  patience. 

What  do  you  think  of  thofe  words  ? — - 
“  My  people  would  not  hearken  to  my 
“  voice  ;  and  Ifrael  would  none  of  me  : 

“  So  I  gave  them  up  to  their  own  hearts 
“  luft  ;  and  they  walked  in  their  own 
“  counfels  \  ”  What  do  you  think  of b  ^ 
this  other  paflage  ? — “  And  even  as  they 
“  did  not  like  to  retain  God  in  their 
“  knowledge,  God  gave  them,  over  to 
“  a  reprobate  mind,  to  do  thofe  things 
“  which  are  not  convenient ;  being  fil- 
“  led  with  all  unrighteoufnels,  c  —  &c.  Ro^'2*” 
What  is  plainly  fuppofed,  or  implied  in 
thofe  words  of  David,  after  he  had 
greatly  provoked  God  ? — “  Caft  me  not 
“  away  from  thy  prefence ;  and  take 
*•  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me  d.  ”  Has  *  pfa,-5** 
not  God  faid,  That  his  “  Spirit  (hall  “  • 

“  not  always  ftrive  with  man  ”  ?  Is  it 
not  faid  of  fome,  that  “  becaufe  they  re- 
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SERM  “  ceive  not  the  love  of  the  truth,  that 
■  )  ‘  they  might  be  faved  ;  for  this  caufe 
God  ihall  [even]  fend  them  ftrong  de¬ 
lude11  that  they  fhould  believe  a  lie, 
“  that  they  all  might  be  damned  ”  ?  Yea, 
is  not  God  fpoken  of  in  fcripture  as 
hardening  the  hearts  of  Tinners,  already 
obdurate  ?  Which,  at  leaf!:,  mult  imply 
that  he  does  nothing  to  foften  them  ; 
but  fuffers  them,  by  their  prefumptuous 
perfeverance,  to  wax  worfeand  worfe; 
leaving  them  to  their  evil  heart  of  unbe¬ 
lief  in  departing  from  him, and  to  the  na¬ 
tural  confequences  thereof.  Do  notthefe, 
and  other  paffages  of  fcripture  fimilar  to 
them,  plainly  fuppofe,  that  God  is  fome- 
times  fo  provoked  by  the  repeated  and 
prefumptuous  fins  of  men,  againft  the 
light  of  their  own  confciences,  the  admo¬ 
nitions  of  his  word  and  providences, and 
the  drivings  of  his  Spirit,  as  wholly  to 
withdraw  his  Spirit  from  them,  leaving 
them  to  work  iniquity  with  greedi- 
nefs,  to  walk  in  the  way  of  their  heart, 
and  in  the  fight  of  their  eyes,  and  fo  to 
fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  fins  ?  And  in 
conformity  hereto,  when  we  are  admo- 
nilhed  not  to  “  grieve,  ”  and  not  to 
“  quench  the  Spirit,  ”  muff  we  not  fup¬ 
pofe  fome  fort  of  threatning  implied, 
to  this  purpofe,  that  God  will  take  his 
-  -  Holy 
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Holy  Spirit  from  us,  if  we  peril  ft  in  pro-  SERM 
yoking  him  to  do  lb,  by  our  wilful  fins  ? 

This  will  not  admit  of  any  reafonable 
doubt.  And  thefe  in  general,  I  fuppofe, 
are  the  fentiments  defigned  to  be  expref- 
fed  in  the  Wifdom  of  Solomon — “  Fro¬ 
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ward  thoughts  feparate  from  God  — • 
For  into  a  malicious  foul  wifdom  will 
not  enter  ;  nor  dwell  in  the  body  that 
is  fubjecft  unto  fin.  For  the  holy  Spi¬ 
rit  of  discipline  flee  deceit,  and  remove 
from  thoughts  that  are  without  under- 
ftanding  ;  and  will  not  abide  when 


unrighteoufnefs  cometh  in 


Now,  if  this  be  the  cafe  ;  if  God  fome- 
times  w'holly  and  finally  withdraws  his 
Spirit  from  prefumptuous  finners,  with¬ 
out  wrhich  they  will  neither  have  the 
power,  nor  any  inclination,  to  repent, 
and  return  to  him  ;  what  is  the  confe- 
quence  hereof  ?  It  is  both  plain  and 
awful  ;  viz.  That  thofe  perfons,  from 
whom  God  thus  takes  his  Spirit,  after 
having  borne  and  driven  long  with  them, 
are  in  fome  fenfe  paft  their  probationary 
ftate,  or  day  of  grace,  as  foon  as  ever 
they  are  thus  given  over  to  their  own 
hearts  luft,  how  long  foever  they  live 
in  this  world  afterwards.  Upon  the  fore¬ 
going  fuppofitions,  if  true,  as  they  doubt- 
lefs  are,  being  grounded  on  fcripture, 
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SERM  the  final  Rate  of  fnch  perfons  is  already 
IX*  t  fixed,  as  much  as  the  (late  of  thofe,  who 
•v.,— .are  already  taken  out  of  this  world  in 
their  fins :  Tho  we  ufually  Ipeak  in  ge¬ 
neral  of  finners  being  in  a  Rate  of  pro¬ 
bation,  during  the  whole  term  of  their 

•  life  here  on  earth.  Which  can  be  juR 
and  proper  only  in  this  fenfe,that  a  truly 
penitent  and  reformed  finner  fhall  obtain 
mercy  thro’  Jefus  ClrriR,  whenever  he 

•  becomes  fo,  tho’  it  be  on  a  death-bed,  and 
in  his  laR  moments.  In  this  fenfe  our 
Rate  of  trial,  or  feafon  of  grace,  is  doubt- 
lefs  comEnenfurate  with  the  prefent  life. 
But  neverthelefs  it  may  in  reality  be 
over,  before  our  lives  are  run  out ;  and 
i>  in  efie£t  fo,  whenever  our  repen¬ 
tance  and  converRon  to  God,,  are  ren¬ 
der’d  morally  and  naturally  impoflible, 
by  the  total  and  final  withdrawing  of  his 
Spirit  from  us.  And  how  long  foever 
perfons  may  live  after  being  thus  given 
over  of  God,  they  are  left  only  to  fillup 
their  fins,  and  fit  themfelves  thereby  for 

■  a  more  aggravated  condemnation  here- 

•  after :  As  good  men,  who  are  already 
pafled  from  death  unto  life,  are  left  here 

..that  they  may  perfect  holinefs  in  the  fear 
.of  God,  -and  thereby  become  entitled 
.to  a  greater  reward  in  heaven.  The 
former  are  not,  properly  fpeaking,  in  a 
,  ■  •  '  Rate 
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(late  of  probation  for  happinefs  and  milery  SERM 
iti  another  world  ;  becaufe,  by  the  very  IX- 
fuppofition,  they  have  already  finned 
away  their  feafon  of  grace;  God  having 
wholly  and  finally  withdrawn  his  Spirit 
from  them,  fo  that  it  is  now  both  mo¬ 
rally  and  naturally  impoflible,  that  they 
fhould  ever  truly  repent,  or  turn  their 
feet  unto  his  teftimonies.  Tho’  it  will 
by  no  means  follow  from  hence,  that 
they  are  not,  even  in  this  ftate  of  dere- 
lidion,  accountable  for  their  conduct ; 
or  that  they  may  not  be  juftly  punifhed 
for  the  fins  which  they  commit,  after 
being  thus  given  over  to  their  own 
hearts  lull.  They  are  ftill  in  a  capacity 
to  incur  guilt,  tho’  not  in  a  capacity 
of  obtaining  eternal  life,  or  the  falvation 
of  the  gofpel.  Altho’  by  the  fuppofiti- 
011s  gone  upon,  they  have  already  “  fin¬ 
ned  unto  death,  ”  they  may  ftill  go  on 
finning  ;  and  “  treafuringup  unto  them- 
felves  wrath  againll:  the  day  of  wrath:” 

•And  if  we  certainly  knew  of  any  parti¬ 
cular  perfons  in  this  ftate,  “  I  fry  not 
that  we  fhould  pray  for  them  f,  ”  any 
more  than  for  the  wicked  actually  dead, 
and  gone  to  “  their  own  place.  ” 

Now,  not  to  ufe  many  exclamations 
on  the  point,  thefe  are  moft  awful  con- 
fiderations,  and  highly  deferve  the  feri- 
-  T  3  ous 
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SERM  ous,  awakened  attention  of  all  thofe, 
Jff.  Who  fin  prcfumptuoufly  agaitift  God  ; 
especially  of  fuch  as  have  already  long 
<x  ufed  his  mercy  and  patience,  grieving 
tiat  good  Spiiit,  by  which  others  are 
Sealed ^  to  the  day  of  redemption.  ” 
For  tho’  their  death  may  poffibly  be  at 
a  great  diltance  ;  yet  how  nigh  may  that 
time  be,  when  God,  whom  they  have 
Fj shaken,  fhall  wholly  forfake  them  • 
when  lie  fhall:  caft  them  off  forever; 

fweanng  in  his  wrath,  that  they  fhall 
never  enter  into  his  reft  ;  ”  as  he  once 
fware  concerning  fome  of  the  rebellious 
1  fra  elites  in  the  wildernefs  ! 

But,  as  was  obferved  above,  this  de- 
ferves  the  ferious  conlideration  of  all 
prefumptuous  tinners  without  exception : 
for  tho  fuch  as  have  long  gone  on  in 
iheii  evil  ways,  feem  to  be  more  efpe- 
cially  concerned  in  it ;  yet  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
in  cm  bred,  that  God  has  fixed,  and  made 
known  to  us,  no  certain  fpace,  or  mea- 
fure  of  time,  wherein  his  Spirit  fhall 
ffiive  with  tinners  refpebtively,  any 
more  than  he  has  made  known  to  us, 
how  long  we  are  refpetftively  to  live, 
j  We  are  as  ignorant  of  the  former,  as  we 
aie  of  the  latter  •  and  there  may  pofli- 
bly  be  as  great  a  variety  in  his  dealings 
wna  tinners,  with  reference  to  one  of 

thefe 
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thefe  things,  as  there  certainly  is  with  SERM 
reference  to  the  other  ;  I  mean  the  re- 
fpe&ive  duration  of  their  lives.  There 
are  fome  perfons  who,  even  in  youth, 
make  a  fad,  a  furprifing  progrefs  in  vice 
and  impiety  ;  and  who  are  apparently 
hardened  to  a  great  degree,  thro  the  de- 
ceitfulnefs  of  fin.  And  fome,  even  of 
thefe,  may  poflibly  be  near  the  time 
wherein  God  ihall  finally  give  them  oyer, 
except  they  repent.  Yea,  for  any  thing 
we  can  tell  to  the  contrary,  there  may 
be  fome  among  thefe,  as  well  as  among 
more  aged  and  veteran  finners,  whom 
God  has  already  actually  thus  given  up 
to  their  own  hearts  luffs  ;  with  whom 
his  Spirit  fhall  no  more  ffrive. — God  for¬ 
bid,  there  fhouid  beany  fuch  abandoned, 
fuch  loft  and  undone,  fuch  irreparably 
loft  and  undone  finners,  amongft  us, 
whether  young  or  old  !  But  whether 
there  are  or  not,  God  only  knows. 

All  have  at  leaft  fome  reafon  to  fear 
that  this  may  be  their  own  wretched 
cafe,  who  have  long  been  finning  a- 
gainft  God  with  an  high  hand,  and  yet 
have  now  no  confiderable  remorfe  of 
confcience  ;  no  concern  about  their  fal- 
'  yation  ;  no  defire  to  reform  their  ways. 

This  eafe  and  fecurity  in  fin,  is  a  proof 
that  God’s  Spirit  is,  in  a  great  mealure, 
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tv  aa,uaI>  withdrawn  from  them  already  • 
an  gives,  at  leaft,  fome  ground  to  fear, 
that  it  may  ere  long  totally  and  finally 
foifake  them  :  And  then,  “good  were  it 
for  fucb,if  tney  had  never  been  born!  ” 
Let  none  therefore,  whether  old  or 
young,  prefume  to  harden  their  hearts 
agamli  God  arrother  day,  another  hour 
•or  moment  ;  left  the  divine  patience 
'  fhould  have  a  period  put  to  it,  before  a 
period  is  put  to  their  audacious  offences 
again  ft  the  high  and  holy  God.  Wo  be 
to  that  man,  whoever,  or  wherever  he 
he,  who  is  thus  finally  forfaken  of  God. 
Tho  he  may  perhaps  live  long,  and  be 
cjuiet  from  any  fear  of  evil  ;  enjoying 
both  outward  profpency,  and  carnal 
peace  within,  his  heart  being  waxed 
giofs,  and  his  confcience  feared,  he  is 
only  as  an  ox  in  the  ftall,  unconfciouffy 
and  ft  up  idly  nourifhing  himfelf  for  the 
day  of  (laughter ! 

This  brings  me,  in  the  next  place,  to 
remind  you  of  the  aggravated  condem¬ 
nation  which  awaits  thofe,  who  have 
(pent  a  long  life  in  difobedience  to  God’s 
commandments;  I  mean  thofe,  who 
have  provoked  God  by  their  repeated 
ana  presumptuous  fins,  to  withdraw  his 
Ho!J  Spirit  from  them,  and  who  die  at 
ial;.  laden  botn  with  iniquity  and  vears. 

It 


way  of  righteoufnefs.  But  the  Ancient 
of  days  pays  no  reverence  to  age  as  fuch, 
any  more  than  to  youth  ;  and  you  know 
what  he  has  faid  concerning  the  “  finner 
of  an  hundred  years  old,  ”  fo  that  it  need 


without  thinking  on  their  ways,fo  as  to 
turn  their  feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies, 
and  who  at  laft  die  in  their  fms,  muft 
needs  have  a  much  greater  weight  of 
guilt  lying  upon  them,  than  they  who 
die  in  youth,  altho’  the  lives  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  have  alfo  been  “among  the  unclean.” 
And  by  how  much  more  guilt  any  have 
incurred  during  this  probationary  ftate, 
by  fo  much  forer  a  punifhment,  we  may 
be  fure,  they  will  be  thought  worthy  in 
the  day  of  retribution,  when  every  man 
fliall  be  judged  according  to  his  works. 
And  thus,  altho’  a  man  may  now  think, 
himfelf,  both  the  more  happy  and  ho¬ 
nourable  for  living  long  ;  yet  the  time 
may  at  length  come,  when  he  fhall  have 
realbn  to  wilh  that  he  died,  like  many 
others,  in  youth  ;  yea,  when  he  fliall 
have  much  more  caufe  than  ever  Job 
had,  to  fay,  “  Let  the  day  perifh  where¬ 


in  I  was  born;  and  the  night  in  which 
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SERM  «  it  was  faid,  There  is  a  man-child  con¬ 
ceived  •  •  Let  that  day  be  darknels — - 
let  darknels,  and  the  lhadow  of  death, 
ftain  it !  -This  may  poflibly  be  the 
fad  cafe  of  any  particular  perlon,  who 
now  goes  on  prefumptuoufly  in  his 
tranfgrelfions.  And  there  is  great  reafon 
to  fear,  it  will  ablually  be  the  cafe  of 
thole,  who  have  already  lived  to  old 
age,  and  have  not  yet  remembred  their 
Creator,  whom  they  ought  to  have  re¬ 
membred  even  in  the  days  of  their  youth, 
before  thefe  evil  days  came,  wherein  the 
molt  may  truly  fay,  that  they  “  have  no 
pleafure  in  them  ” ;  efpecially  thofe  who, 
in  the  decline  of  life,  are  destitute  of  the 
hopes  and  comforts  of  religion.  It  is 
probable  there  are  but  few  perfons,  com¬ 
paratively  fpeaking,  who  live  in  the 
known  violation  of  God’s  command¬ 
ments  till  old  age,  then  turn  their  feet 
nnto  his  teftimonies.  So  that  tho’  the 
Rate  of  fuch  is  not  abfolutely  defperate, 
yet  it  is  extremely  hazardous  and  me¬ 
lancholy. 

But  I  now  proceed,  in  the  lad  place, 
more  particularly  to  draw  and  enforce 
the  practical  inference  from  what  has 
been  faid  in  this  difeourfe.  It  is  this  : 
Thefe  things  being  conlidered,  it  highly 
concerns  all,  efpecially  tile  aged,  who 
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have  delayed  fo  long  already,  now  to  SERM 
think  on  their  ways,  and  make  hade  to  .  kX.^ 
keep  God’s  commandments.  Realon 
allows  of  no  delays  in  religion.  Reafon 
fhows  all,  of  every  age,  the  importance 
of  devoting  themlelves  immediately  to 
thefervice  of  God.  If  God  is  always  the 
fame  almighty,  all-wife,  holy,  juft  and 
good  Being  ;  and  if  we  are  always  de¬ 
pendent  upon  him,  certainly  he  is  al¬ 
ways  to  be  reverenced  and  obeyed  by 
all  his  creatures.  There  is  no  time,  or 
moment  of  life,  whether  early  or  late, 
wherein  we  can  excufe  ourfelves  in  the 
neglect  of  him,  or  in  breaking  any  one 
of  his  commandments,  tho’  it  wrere  the 
lead  ;  to  do  which  prefumptuoufly,  were 
pra&ically  to  renounce  his  authority,  or 
to  deny  that  he  is  God.  And  when,  in 
conformity  to  what  has  been  faid  above, 
you  ferioufly  confider  his  greatnefs  and 
majedy ;  and  your  own  weaknefs  and 
littlenefs  in  companion  of  him  ;  when 
you  confider  the  audacioufnefs,  or  rather 
the  madnefs,  of  perfevering  in  trampling 
on  his  laws,  while  he  admonifhes,  and 
threatens,  and,  as  it  were,  fliews  you  his 
hand  full  of  thunder  and]  vengeance  ; 
when  you  duly  confider  the  great  dan¬ 
ger  there  is,  that  he  will  be  provoked  by 
your  continuing  to  grieve  and  affront  his 
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s] 'v  M  g0°d  Sfiri*’  intirely  to  take  it  from  you, 
with  the,  dreadful  confequences  hereof; 
Vviien  }  ou  confider  the  aggravated  guilt 
^hich  you  will  incur, by  feuding  a  fong 
lie,  if  lucii  an  one  fhould  be  allowed 
3-  0lh  tn  finning  againff  God  ;  together 
with  the  real  danger  there  is,  according 
to  "what  has  been  found  true  in  all  a^es, 
that  being  grown  old  in  impiety  and  vice, 
you  will  not  then  effectually  reform  your 
evil  ways,  tho’  there  is  a  poffibility  of  it ; 
but  only  fill  up  the  meaf  ure  of  your  ini¬ 
quities,  and  fo  be  finally  wretched  in 
proportion  to  the  duration  of  the  fpace 
allowed  you  for  repentance  :  When  you 
ferioufly  confider  thefe  things,  I  fay,  it  is 
impoflible  but  that  you  muff  acknow¬ 
ledge-  the  juftnefs  of  the  conclufion  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  ;  viz.  that  you  fhould 
lofe  no  more  time  ;  that  you  fhould 
make  no  longer  delay  ;  that  you  fhould 
not  harden  your  hearts  againftGod  ano¬ 
ther  moment ;  but  make  hafle  to  keep 
his  holy  commandments.  Will  any  pre¬ 
fume  to  fay,  or  even  to  think,  that  there 
is  no  occafion  for  making  fpeed,  when 
God  warns,  threatens,  and  admonifhes 
us  to  fly  for  refuge  ?  Can  any  think 
themfelves  prudent,  or  fafe,  in  once 
more  grieving  that  “  holy  Spirit  of  difci- 
pline,”  which  may  then  be  utterly  with¬ 
drawn 


and  the  Danger  of  Delaying.  285 


come  abfolutely  defperate  ?  Is  it  reafon- 
able  to  procraftinate,  becaufe,  if  you  are 
not  old  already,  you  may  poflibly  live 
to  become  fo  ?  efpecially  conlidering  that 
tho’  you  fhould,  it  is  moll  probable  you 
will,  by  age,  become  more  hardened  in 
fin,  and  fo  incur  at  laft  a  more  aggrava¬ 
ted  guilt  and  condemnation  ? 

These  things  being  duly  confidered, 
what  can  be  faid  in  excufe,  even  for  the 
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SERM  lay, to  keep  God’s  commandments  ;  as 
* ,  f  t|10  ^ey  had  not,  by  fo  many  years  con¬ 
tinuance  in  fin,  fufficiently  exercired  the 
divine  patience,  or  made  it  manifeft  e- 
nough,  how  much  they  contemn  God, 
and  how  little  they  value  the  falvation 
of  their  fouls ! 

I  would  willingly  hope,  that  there 
are  no  fuch  perfons  as  thefe  laft  mention¬ 
ed,  now  prefent  in  this  affembly.  But 
there  is  One,  who  certainly  knoweth  ! 

■ — -And  I  imagine  I  may,  without  any 
uncharitablenefs,  or  the  leaft  indecorum, 
intreat  the  aged,  with  all  due  refpeCt  to 
their  years,  ferioully  to  examine  their 
own  hearts,  and  their  part  lives.  Aik 
yourfelves,  -I  befeech  you,  whether  you 
have  indeed  turned  j^our  feet  unto  God’s 
teftimonies  ?  whether  you  now  live  in  a 
confcientious  obedience  to  all  his  known 
commandments?  whether  you  walk  as 
the  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift  ought  to 
walk,  having  your  converfation  in  hea¬ 
ven,  from  whence  we  look  for  the  Sa¬ 
viour  ?  In  line,  can  you  refleft,  with 
inward  latisfadlion,  upon  the  manner  in 
which  you  have  lpent  fo  many  years  ; 
or  at  lead:  fome  of  the  laft  of  them  ?  and 
can  you  look  forward  into  that  world, 
to  which  you  are  fo  near,  with  comfort, 
with  holy  hope,  and  a  joyful  expedla- 
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tion  of  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  to  be  SERM 
given  you  by  the  righteous  Judge  and  IX. 
Lord  at  his  appearing  ?  Thefe  are  fuch  '  V  "J 
queftions,  my  honoured  fathers,  as  you 
will  doubtlefs  think  proper  to  put  to 
yourfelves ;  and  happy  is  he  that  can  re- 
lolve  them  to  his  own  fatisfadion,  ta¬ 
king  the  holy  fcriptures  for  his  guide  and 
rule  in  thefe  inquiries.  But  if  there 
fliould  happen  to  beany  aged  perfons  pre- 
fent,  whole  confciences  give  an  anfwer, 
contrary  to  that  which  all  would  choofe, 

(a  fuppohtion  which  I  make  with  reluc¬ 
tance)  there  is  fcarce  any  need  of  my 
reminding  them  again,  that  this,  with 
them,  is  certainly  no  feafon  of  life  to  de¬ 
lay  ;  that  they  mull  now,  of  neceflity, 
either  make  hafte  to  keep  God’s  com¬ 
mandments,  or  never  do  it  at  all ;  the 
fad  confequence  whereof  has,  I  fuppofe, 
been  fulliciently  reprefented  ! — 

I  have  now  done  with  the  particular 
argument  propofed  to  be  handled  in  this 
difcourfe  ;  and,  with  it,  clofe  all  the  ar¬ 
guments,  by  which  I  intended  to  (hew 
the  reafonablenefs  and  importance  of  ma¬ 
king  hafte  to  keep  the  commandments 
of  God  :  Which  Was  the  fecond  general 
head  of  difcourfe  propounded,  when  we 
enter’d  on  the  prefent  fubjecf. 
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cor)fffferations  which  have  been 
Jff  ,  offered  to  the  mentioned  end,  are,  it  is 
humbly  conceived,  very  weighty  in 
thenffelves,  how  imperfectly  foever  thev 
may  have  been  urged.  And  being  vl 
iious  in  their  kind,  as  well  as  numerous, 
it  is  hoped  that  fome  or  other  of  them 
will,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  have  a 
good  effeCt  upon  all  who  have  heard  them, 
how  different  foever  people  may  be  in 
their  natural  tempers  and  difpolitions. 
However,  when  the  falvation  of  our 
fouls  is  the  thing  in  queftion,  it  is  not  for 
men  to  confult  their  own  particular  hu¬ 
mours,  or  tajle ;  or  to  delay  to  keep  God’s 
commandments,  becaufe  the  arguments 
tiled  to  inforce  a  prefent  and  immediate 
observance  of  them,  do  not  happen  to 
pleafe  their  fancy  !  Whatever  their  tafte 
may  be,  and  whatever  becomes  of  the 
particular  arguments,  by  which  the  prea¬ 
chers  of  righteoufnels  would  urge  fpeed 
in  the  great  concerns  of  religion  ;  yea, 
altho’  thefefhould  have  really  no  weight 
or  conclufivenefs  in  them,  ftill  it  is  to  be 
remember’d,  that  to  make  hafte,  or  to 
repent  and  reform  immediately,  is  a  cer¬ 
tain  and  indifpenfible  duty.  No  man, 
■who  really  believes  there  is  aGod,and  a 
future  (fate  of  rewards  and  punilhments, 
can  make  any  doubt  of  this. 

How- 
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However, as  was  intimated  above,  I  SERM 
hope  the  arguments  infixed  largely  upon, 
in  fo  many  difcourfes,  may  ferve,  in  l'orae 
meafure,  to  fet  this  matter  in  a  juft  and 
proper  light  ;  becaufe  they  all  appear  to 
me  to  be  fcriptural,  or  plainly  founded 
in  the  oracles  of  God.  And  if  He,  who 
alone  “  giveth  the  increafe  ”,  follows 
them  with  his  blefling,  they  lhall  not 
prove  as  feed  fown  either  by  the  way  > 
fide,  or  on  ftony  places ;  but  as  good 
feed  fown  on  good  ground,  which  will 
produce  the  blefled  fruits  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  “  fome  thirty,  fome  fixty,  and 
“  fome  an  hundred  fold.  ” 

Considered  as  a  natural  means  of 
awakening  and  convincing  finful  men9 
fome  good  effe6l  may  be  hoped  from, 
thefe  fcriptural  arguments.  If  you  re¬ 
flect  on  the  fhortnefs  and  uncertainty  of 
human  life  ;  or  confider  the  greater  diffi¬ 
culty  of  reforming  hereafter  ;  if  you  con¬ 
fider  the  fuperior  and  exalted  pleafures 
of  a  religious  life  ;  if  you  refleft,  that 
the  earlier  you  turn  your  feet  unto  God’s 
teftimonies,  the  greater  your  glory  and 
happinefs  will  be  hereafter  ;  if  you  con¬ 
fider  the  peculiar  amiablenefs  of  virtue 
in  youth,  or  the  infamy  of  vice  in  age ; 
if  you  confider  how  much  more  honor 
is  done  to  God  and  our  Redeemer,  by 
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an  early,  than  by  a  late  repentance  ;  if 
you  confider  the  bafenefs  and  ingrati¬ 
tude  of  perfevering  in  fin,  while  God 
mercifully  allows  us  a  fpace  for  repen¬ 
tance,  ana  intreats  us  to  be  reconciled 
to  him  thro’  his  own  dear  Son  ;  if  you 
confider  the  audacioufnefs,  the  mad  im¬ 
piety,  of  men’s  going  on  to  affront  and 
provoke  the  high  and  holy  God  from 
time  to  time  ;  and  the  danger  there  is, 
that  he  will  wholly  take  his  bleffed  Spirit 
from  us,  ii  we  do  fo  ;  together  with  the 
aggravated  guilt  and  condemnation  of 
thofe,  who  ipend  a  long  fife  in  difobe- 
dience  to  him,  and  die  at  laff:  in  their 
fins,  which  is  generally  the  fad  cafe  of 
thofe  who  do  not  repent  and  amend  their 
ways  before  they  are  far  advanced  in 
years  :  If  vo'u  ferioufly  confider  thefe 

•J  J 

things,  I  fay,  furely  you  will  judge  it  to 
be  of  the  lalt  importance  to  make  hafte, 
and  the  mod  unrealonable  thing  in  the 
world  to  delay  to  keep  the  command¬ 
ments  of  God.  I  can  think  of  no  better 
or  ftronger  arguments  than  thefe  ;  none 
more  likely  to  anfwer  the  great  end  pro- 
pofecl  by  them.  For  which  reafon,  I 
thank  G  xl  that  he  has  given  me  an 
opportu  lity  to  lay  thefe  before  you  fo 
diffin&ly  and  fully,  tho'  in  much  weak- 
liefs  and  imperfedion. 

Ajs  r> 
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An  v  now  having  according  to  that  SERM 
meafure  of  knowledge  and  ability  which  i 

God  has  given  me,  propoied  thefe  argu- 
ments  to  your  ferious  confideration,  you 
are  fenlible  the  efficacy  of  them  depends 
not  on  me.  I  have,  with  all  plainnefs 
and  fincerity,  been  preaching  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  reconciliation,  and  eternal  life, 
to  you,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  whowasmani- 
fefted  to  takeaway  the  fins  of  the  world; 
to  which  end  however,  “  repentance 
“  towards  God,  and  faith  towards  our 
“  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,”  are  indifpenfably 
neceffary  on  our  part  ;  fo  that  without 
them,  we  cannot  finally  be  made  parta¬ 
kers  of  this  great  falvation.  And  if  any 
of  you  fhould  die  in  your  fins,  and  be 
miferable  hereafter,  which  God  forbid  ! 

I  humbly  hope  in  Him,  that  “  your 
“  blood  will  not  be  required  at  my  hand.” 

It  would  be  a  great,  an  unfpeakable 
happinefs  to  me,  to  have  been  in  any 
degree  inftrumental  of  converting  tinners 
from  the  error  of  their  way  to  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  juft,  that  their  fouls  might  be 
faved  from  death,  and  the  multitude 
of  their  fins  hidden,  in  the  day  of  the 
Lord  Jefus.  But  however  that  may  e- 
ventually  be,  I  (hall  clofe  this  difcourfe 
with  the  words  of  the  apoftle  in  his  fe- 
cond  epittle  totheCorinthans.—  ‘‘Thanks 
»  i.  Uj  “  be 
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be  unto  God,  who  always  caufeth  us 
to  triumph  in  Chrift. — For  we  are  un¬ 
to  God  a  fweet  favour  of  Ch rift  in  them 

that  are  faved,  and  in  them  that  perifh. 
To  the  one  we  are  the  favour  of  death 
unto  death  ;  and  to  the  other,  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  life  unto  life  ;  and  who  is  fuf- 
ficient  for  thefe  things !  ” 
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Ths  Reafonablenefs  of  thinking 
ferioully  on  our  Ways,  flic  wo 
from  a  Coniideration  of  the  Fa¬ 
culty  of  Refle&ion,  and  thole 
other  moral  Powers,  by  which 
the  Author  of  our  Nature  hath 
d ift ingu idled  us  from  mere  Ani¬ 
mals. 
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PSALM  CXIX.  59.  6°- 

1  THOU  GHT  on  my  ways ,  and  turned 
my  feet  unto  thy  tejltmonies  : 

1  MH  D  E  hajie ,  and  delayed  not  to  keep 

thy  commandments . 

N  the  two  fir(t  difcourfes  bn  the  pre-  SERM 
Tent  fubje&,  the  great,  yea  infinite 
importance, of  turning  our  feet  unto 
God’s  teftimonies,  and  keeping  his 
commandments,  was  particularly  repre- 
fented  to  you ;  and  fhown  by  divers  con- 
fiderations,  which  will  not  now  be  men¬ 
tioned.  This  was  what  was  propofed 
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uri(fer  the  fnft  of  the  three  general  divi- 

,  .  .  flons  °'  l^e  ^ubjcdi,  fpokea  of  when  vve 

^‘"v  enter’d  upon  it. 


I  have,  in  feven  other  difcourfes, 
ftown  at  large,  and  by  a  confiderable 
variety  of  arguments,  the  vaft  importance 
of  making  hafte  to  keep  God’s  command¬ 
ments,  and  the  extreme  folly  and  danger 
of  delaying.  This  is  what  was  propofed 
under  the  fecond  general  headof  difcourfe. 
But  inftead  of  repeating  any  of  thefe  ar¬ 
guments  here,  I  fhall  now  proceed  to 
the  third  general  divifion  of  the  fubjedf, 
formerly  mentioned  :  which  was, 

■ THIRDLY ‘  to  lhow  the  reafonable- 

Itefs  of  thinkingon  our  ways,  together  with 
the  neceffity,  and  the  conduci vends 
hereof,  to  a  reformation  of  them.  “  I 
thought  on  my  ways,”  fays  the  pfalmift, 
“  and  turned  my  feet  qnto  thy  tefiimo- 
nies :  I  made  hade,”  &c.  plainly  intima¬ 
ting,  that  fober  reflection  on  our  conduct, 
or  behaviour,  is  the  frit, and  a  neceffary 
llep,  in  order  to  a  thorough  reformation 
thereof  ;  and  living  a  life  of  obedience 
to  Gods  commandments.  Confidering 
oi  our  ways  undoubtedly  becomes  us  as 
we  are  reafonable  creatures,  under  the 
moral  government  of  God,  and  proba¬ 
tioners 
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tioners  for  happinefs  in  a  future  (fate  :  SER  vi. 
Principles  which  are  here  taken  for  gran-  * 
ted,  as  at  lead  generally,  if  not  univer- 
folly  believed  amonglt  us.  And  fuc’a 
confideration,  or  reflexion,  is  not 

a  * 
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reafonable  in  it ( elf,  but,  as  was  intimated 
above,  fee  ms  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary 
in  order  to  our  turning  our  feet  unto 
God’s  teftimonie0,  after  we  hat  e  un¬ 
happily  gone  affray  from  them.  For 
how  can  we  reform  what  is  amifs  in  our 
tempers,  or  practices,  without  fir  ft  re- 
fleding,  what  it  is  that  isfo,  or  wherein 
our  ways  need  reforming  ?  And  as  this 
is  a  neceffary  ftep  in  order  to  amend¬ 
ment,  fo  it  is  alfo  naturally  and  plainly 
conducive  thereto.  There  is  j  uft  ground 
to  hope,  that  when  people  are  brought 
to  a  lerious  confideration  of  their  ways, 
they  will,  by'  God’s  grace  and  afliftance, 
adually  reform  them  ;  or,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  text, turn'  their  feet  unto  his 
teftimonies  :  yea,  there  is  reafon  to  hope, 
that  they  will  make  hafte,  and  not  delay 
to  do  it.  Delay  in  this  matter  feems  to 
be  chiefly  owing  to  inconfideration.  We 
can  hardly  fuppofe  it  poflible  for  a  wick¬ 
ed  man,  who  considers  his  ways,  and  the 
confequences  of  them  as  he  ought  to  do, 
to  continue  any  longer  in  his  vicious 
courfes. 

U  4  From 
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RM  From  what  has  now  been  fuggefled, 
you  may  perceive  that  this  third  gene- 
ia  1  head  of  difcourfe,  comprifes  in  it  the 
following  particulars,  under  which  it 

will  accordingly  beconfidered :  viz. 

The  reafonablenefs  of  thinking  on 

our  ways,  as  we  are  rational  and  moral 
creatures  : 

Th  e  indifpenfable  neceffity  hereof,  in 
older  to  a  thorough  reformation  of  them* 

And  laftly, 

Th  e  natural  conducivenefs  hereof  to 
inch  amendment  ;  or  the  ground  there 
is  to  hope,  that  thofe  who  duly  reflea 
€>n  their  ways,  will,  in  confequence 
hereof,  make  hafte  to  keep  God’s  com¬ 
mandments. 

It  is  propofed,  by  the  will  of  God,  to 
handle  thefe  three  particulars  in  the 
fame  number  of  difcourfes,  as  diflindly 
as  may  well  be.  I  fay,  as  diflindly  as 
may  well  be  ;  becaufe  they  will  in  the 
difcuffion,  almofl  unavoidably  run  into 
each  other  in  fome  refpeds.  There  is  a 
natuial  and  clofe  connexion  between 
them,  fo  that  it  will  be  hardly  poffible  to 
preferve  them  inrirely  diftind  thro’out ; 
noi  will  this  be  fludioufly  endeavoured. 
However,  it  is  hoped,  there  will  not  be 
many  needlel's  repetitions  of  the  fame 
thing. 

To 


Thinking  on  our  Ways*  297 

To  return  then  :  The  bufinefs  of  this  S&RM 
difcourfe,  is  to  fhew  the  reafonablenefs  _  ( 
of'  thinking  on  our  ways,  as  we  are  rea- 
fonable  and  moral  creatures,  in  a  ftate  of 
probation.  For  I  will  not  fufpedt  any  of 
my  auditors  to  be  fo  degenerate,  or  in¬ 
fatuated  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  doubt 
whether  man  has,  or  has  not,  in  thisre- 
fpect ,  any  “preheminence  above  a  beaUr,’"’ 
tho’  itfeems  fomeof  our  pretended  fages, 
both  ancient  and  modern,  havemadethis 
a  queftion,  or  rather  confidently  aflumed 
and  defended  the  negative  ;  and  even  1 
gloried  in  degrading  themfelves  into  the 
rank  of  brutes.  It  is  doubtlefs  a  fottifh 
impiety  to  “  change  the  glory  of  the  in- 
“  corruptible  God  into  an  image  made 
“  like  to  corruptible  man”  ;  and  much 
more  fo,  to  “  birds,  and  fourfooted  beafts, 

“  and  creeping  things.  ”  It  is  a  degree 
of  the  fame  impious  folly,  for  men  to  de¬ 
grade  themfelves,  even  in  fpeculation, 
into  brutes  ;  “  for  in  the  image  of  God 
“  made  he  man”  :  And  it  is  at  leaf!  pro¬ 
bable,  that  none  ever  did  this  in  fpecu¬ 
lation,  till  they  had  firft  done  it  in  prac¬ 
tice,  and  for  that  reafon. 

You  are  fenfible  that  the  author  of 
our  being  has  made  us  rational,  moral 
creatures  ;  not  “  like  the  horfe  and 
mule  which  have  no  underflanding  ”  ; 

and 
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SERM  and  therefore,  that  we  ought  not  tQ 
,  iruke  oinfelvesdike  them,  by  banilhint^ 
thought  and  reflexion,  and  finking  into 
a  ftate  of  brutal  infenfibility.  Tno’  con- 
fideration,  or  reflexion,  is  not  the  chief, 
ultimate  bufinefs  of  man  ;  yet  it  ought 
plainly  to  be  one  principal  part  of  his 
employment  ;  and  it  is  the  firtf  in  order, 
as  it  is  by  this  that  we  are  to  regulate  all 
our  conduct  in  other  refpedfs.'  Surely 
the  faculty  of  reafon,  comprehending 
memory,  reflexion  and  fore-caft,  or  the 
ability  of  difcerning  before-hand  certain 
effe&s  in  their  caules,  was  given  us  for 
fome  end  by  our  creator.  It  was  not 
given  us  to  lie  dormant,  and  unemploy¬ 
ed  ;  but  to  be  conftantly  exercifed  in 
fome  way  or  other. 

Nor  indeed  is  it  poffible  for  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  to  remain  quite  idle  and  inac¬ 
tive,  for  any  confiderable  time  together. 
It  is  in  its  nature  adive  and  ft  firing : 
It  will  unavoidably  be  employed,  almoft 
inceflantly,  in  thinking  on  one  thing 
or  another.  For  altho’  it  has,  in  a  great 
meafure,  the  choice  of  the  objefis,  or 
the  fubjecfts,  on  which  it  will  employ  it- 
felf,  wherein  its  freedom  partly  confifts; 
yet  it  feems  not  to  be  at  liberty,  whether 
it  will  think  and  reflect  at  all  or  not.  — • 
While  a  man  is  awake,  he  will  always 
•  '  employ 
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employ  his  thoughts  on  fome  fubjeft  or  SERM 
other ;  yea,  he  does  this  fometimes  even  X. 
in  deep  ;  as  in  dreams.  So  thoughtful,' 
fo  contemplative  a  creature  is  man  by 
nature,  if  not  againft,  yet  without  his 
will  !  All  men  dv>  not  think  and  reflect 
upon  the  fame  matters  ;  and  many,  alas! 
do  not  think  foberly  and  properly,  either 
upon  themfelves,  or  any  thing  elfe,  “  as 
they  ought  to  think.”  But  you  ob- 
ferve  none,  whofe  thoughts  are  not,  fome 
way  or  other,  actually  employed.  Even 
the  fool,  who  in  the  language  of  a  wit, 

“  whittles  for  want  of  thought,  ”  ft  ill 
thinks  upon  his  whittling  at  lead  ;  and, 
upon  fome  of  the  objects  around  him; 
tho’,  to  be  fure,  not  wifely.  The  fool 
thinks,  tho’ it  be  only  foolifhly  ;  and  the 
madman,  tho’  it  be  only  madly.  It  is 
probable  that  all  men  think  and  reflect 
nearly  with  the  fame  conftancy,  tho’  up¬ 
on  different  objects,  with  different  de¬ 
grees  of  intenfenefs  ;  fome  more  proper¬ 
ly,  others  lefs ;  fome  wifely,  and  othe 
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foolifhly.  The  grand  difference  between 
wife  men  and  fools,  or  madmen,  feenls 
not  to  lie  in  this,  that  the  former  think 
and  reflect  more  conftantly  and  uninter¬ 
ruptedly  than  the  fatter,  but  only  more 
or  to  better  purpofe.  For  “  vain 
ts  will  ftiii  lodge  within  us,  ”  if 

wife 


juftly, 
though 
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SERM  wife  ones  do  not :  the  very  nature  of 

*_•  |nan’  and  hls  condition  in  this  world, 
eing  luch,  that  he  cannot  ordinarily 
hut  employ  his  thoughts  on  fome  thing 
or  other.  He  mull  needs  think, confider, 
and  relief, cho’  it  he  only  upon  trifles,  on 
things  of  no  importance  to  himfelf  or  o- 
thers,  and  even  upon  them  in  a  foolifh. 
ablurd  manner. 

Being  therefore  endow’d  with  this 
diftinguifhing  faculty,  certainly  we  ought 
to  exercife  and  employ  it  upon  things 
worthy  of  it,  and  in  the  heft  manner  poft- 
fible.  Wefhould  think  chiefly  on  things 
that  are  of  importance  to  us.  Tho’  we 
fpeak  of  mankind  in  general  as  reafona- 
ble  creatures  ;  yet  furely,  all  men  do  not 
exercife  their  rational  faculties  in  a  way 
equally  reafonable,  equally  becoming 
fuch  creatures.  It  is  an  abufe  and  prof- 
titution  of  our  reafon,  to  employ  it  only, 
or  chiefly,  upon  trifles ;  efpecially  while 
there  are  fo  many  things,  worthy  to  em¬ 
ploy  it,  and  take  up  our  attention.  It 
is  our  indifpenfible  duty,  as  creatures 
who  have  received  lb  noble  a  faculty 
from  God,  to  exercife  it  chiefly  upon 
things  of  weight  and  moment ;  things 
wherein  his  ‘honor,  and  our  own  good 

are  concerned.  If  we  do  not  thus  em- 

<■ 

ploy  it,  we  had  as  good,  perhaps  better, 

been 
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rather  a  difgrace  to  us,  than  any  honor, 
while  we  employ  it  in  an  unworthy 
manner  ;  and  not  only  fhame,  but  guilt 
and  mifery,  mull  be  the  conlequence  of 
fuch  an  abufe. 

It  is  evident  then, that  we  are  not  on¬ 
ly  made  for  thought  and  conlideration 
in  general ;  but  alfo  that  we  ought  to 
chufe  fit  and  worthy  objects  on  which 
to  employ  our  rational  faculties ;  fince 
otherwife  we  can  hardly  deferve  a  better 
title  than  that  of  fools,  or  madmen.  And 
what  is  there,  on  which  it  more  concerns 
ns  to  think,  than  on  our  own  ways ,  as 
we  are  moral  and  accountable  creatures? 

I  fay,  as  we  are  moral  and  accountable 
creatures :  For  to  think  on  our  ways  in 
the  fcriptural  and  theological  fenfe, 
is  not  merely  to  reflect  on  the  actions 
which  we  have  heretofore  done,  or  to 
confider  the  courfe  of  life  which  we  lead 
at  prefent.  Thisdoes  not,  of  itfelf,  come 
up  to  the  full  fenfe  of  the  Pfalmill  in  the 
text.  To  think  on  our  ways  in  the  re¬ 
ligious  fenfe,  is  to  confider  them  with  re¬ 
lation  to  God  and  his  will,  to  the  rule  of 
our  duty, and  to  a  future  (Irate ;  or  as  we 
are  the  fubje&s  of  God’s  moral  govern¬ 
ment,  who  are  hereafter  to  be  rewarded  j 
or  punilhed  by  him,  according  to  the  1 
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SERM  “  things  done  in  the  body.”  To  think 

.  ‘  ,  faioufly  on  our  behaviour,  and  review 

it  in  this  point  of  light,  in  order  to  know 
how  the  cafe  (lands  between  God  and 
our  fouls ;  whether  we  arc  in  the  way. 
t;i  it  Ieadeth  to  life,  or  in  the  broader 
path  that  Ieadeth  to  death  and  deftru61i- 
pn  ;  this,  I  fay,  is  to  think  on  our 
ways  in  the  fenfe  offcripture.  And  this 
being  explained,  certainly  no  man  who 
believes  the  holy  fcriptures  ;  yea,  no 
man  who  believes  the  moral  character 
and  government  of  God,  and  a  future 
(late  o(  retribution,  can  doubt  but  that 
he  ought  thus  to  think  on  his  ways. 

/  Has  God  made  us  capable  of  virtue 
and  religion,  and  o(  rendering  him  a 
reafonable  fervice ;  and  (hall  we  never 
conhder,  whether  our  con  duel  is  fuch 
as  becomes  creatures  thus  diftinguKhed  l 
Has  he  written  his  law  upon  our  hearts, 
and  our  confciences ;  and  (hall  we  never 
inquire,  whether  we  have  conformed 
ourfelves  thereto,  or  deviated  from  it  in 
our  behaviour  ?  Has  he  given  us  a  reve¬ 
lation  of  his  will  from  heaven,  by  pro¬ 
phets  and  apoltles,  and  his  own  Son  ; 
and  (hail  we  not  conhder,  whether  we 
have  yielded  obedience  thereto,  or 
trampled  on  his  authority  ?  Has  he  gra- 
cioully  promifed  eternal  life  and  happi- 
,  nefs 
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refs  to  us  on  certain  conditions  5  and  SERM 
{hail  we  never  think  it  worth  while  to  X. 
inquire,  whether  we  have  complied 
with  them  or  not  ?  Has  he  alio  threat- 
ned  to  punifh  with  an  everlalting  de- 
flxudtion,  thofe  that  obey  not  the  truth, 
but  obey  unrighteoufnefs  ;  and  (hall  we 
not  be  inquifitive,  whether  we  are  lia¬ 
ble  to  this  curfe  or  not  ?  Are  thefe  fucli 
trivial  matters,  as  not  to  claim  our 
thoughts  and  attention  ?  And  are  the 
common  buflne(s  and  amufements  of 
life,  of  fo  much  importance  to  us,  as  to 
jultify  our  giving  our  minds  wholly,  or 
chiefly,  to  them  ?  No  man  can  hefitate, 
or  be  at  any  lofs,  for  the  true  and  proper 
anfwer  to  thefe  feveral  demands  ;  his 
confluence  wall  (peak,  tho’  his  lips  are 
lilent.  You  cannot  but  know,  that  if 
you  neglecfl  to  think  on  your  ways, 
whatever  elfe  you  may  employ  your 
thoughts  on,  you  are  chargeable  with 
a  great  and  fundamental  omiflion  ;  and 
a£t  apart  wholly  unworthy  of  creatures, 
who  claim  the  title  of  rational. 

The  grand  concern  of  mankind  is,  to 
acl  with  propriety  as  the  fubjedis  of  God’s 
moral  government.  Upon  this  our  pre- 
fenr  and  future  intereft  depends.  And 
w  Tether  we  add  fuch  a  part  or  not,  can¬ 
not  be  known  by  us  with  out  thinking 

on 
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SERM  on  our  ways  ;  and  examining  them  by 
,  ^ie  ru^  which  God  has  given  us  to  walk 
by  :  Without  this  we  cannot  tell,  whe- 
thei  we  keep  the  commandments  of  God, 
or  live  in  difobedience  to  them  ;  whether 
we  are  the  objeCts  of  his  favour,  or  of  his 
wrath;  whether  we  are  heirs  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven,  or  of  death  and  perdition. 
And  can  we  content  ourfelves  in  fuch 
an  ignorance  of  our  (late  and  condition  ? 
What  inquiry  is  there  that  fo  nearly  con¬ 
cerns  us  as  this,  whether  we  have  hear¬ 
kened  to  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  fo 
as  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  gof- 
pel ;  and  confequently,  whether  we  are 
fuch  perfons  as  he  will  approve  in  the 
day  of  judgment  ?  Or  whether  we  are 
fuch  workers  of  iniquity,  to  whom  he 
will  fay,  “  Depart  from  me,  ye  curfed, 
H  into  everlafting  fire  prepared  for  the 
se  devil  and  his  angels  ?  ”  If  we  think  at 
all,  we  mud  acknowledge  it  to  be  both 
our  duty  and  intereft,  thus  to  examine 
ourfelves  and  our  conduct. 

It  is  the  duty  and  intereft  of  all  men 
in  general,  both  good  and  bad,  thus  to 
think  on  their  ways :  And  indeed,  as  was 
'  juft  now  intimated,  no  one  can  tell, 
which  of  thefe  characters  belongs  to  him, 
without  ftrft  making  the  inquiry,  by 
comparing  his  ways  and  practices  with 
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the  rule  of  his  duty,  the  word  of  God.  SERM 
So  that  this  examination  is  not  of  lefs  im-  X. 
portance  to  us,  than  it  is  to  know,  whe¬ 
ther  we  are  the  fons  of  God,  and  heirs 
of  eternal  life,  or  children  of  wrath,  ex- 
poled  to  eternal  dedru&ion  ;  to  one  or 
other  of  which  clades  of  men,  we  all  be¬ 
long,  whether  we  confider  it  or  not. 

If  we  are  good  men,  there  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  at  lead  two  happy  effeds  of 
maturely  thinking  on  our  ways  :  One  is, 
the  fatisfying  ourfelves  upon  folid  and 
rational  grounds,  that  we  are  indeed  the 
fervants  of  God  and  righteoufnefs,  and 
heirs  of  the  promifes  ;  which  will  not 
only  minider  great  peace  and  comfort 
to  our  minds,  but  alfo  excite  us  to  run, 
with  more  diligence  and  delight,  the 
race  fet  before  us.  The  other  is,  that 
we  ihall  difcover  our  pad  defeds,  and 
errors,  and  fo  be  naturally  led  to  correct 
them.  So  that,  howmver  good  we  are, 
wre  drall  doubtlefs  be  both  the  happier 
and  the  better,  lor  carefully  reviewing 
our  pad  lives.  But  it  is,  if  pollible,  of 
dill  more  importance  for  wicked  men  to 
think  on  their  w?ays ;  becaufe  this  is  one 
neceflfary  and  probable  means,  under  the 
influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  of  con¬ 
vincing  them  of  their  fin  and  danger  ; 
without  which,  they  neither  willy,  nor 
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can,  fly  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  of  the 
hope  fet  before  them,  and  fo  efcape  the 
wrath  to  come. 


It  muff  not  be  omitted  here,  that  in 
this  examination  of  ourfelves,  we  fhould 
life  the  ut moil  caution  and  impartiality. 
A  flight,  fuperflcial  and  partial  one,  may 
poflibly  be  of  more  fatal  confequence 
than  none  at  all,  by  leading  ns  to  form 
a  wrong  judgment  concerning  ourfelves, 
or  confirming  us  therein.  There  is  a 
certain  pride,  and  felf-partiality,  too  na¬ 
tural  to  mankind,  which  makes  them 
reluct  at  feeing  the  wor'ft  of  themfelves ; 
which  prejudices  them  in  their  own  fa¬ 
vour  ;  and  often  makes  them  think 
much  better  of  themfelves  than  they  can 
do  with  reafon.  Of  this  we  fhould  be 
aware,  and  carefully  guard  againfl:  it. 
We  fhould  not  endeavour  to  leflen  the 
number  of  our  fins,  or  to  extenuate  our 
faults.  We  fhould  confider  how  “  ex¬ 
ceeding  broad  the  commandment  ”  is  ; 
how  numerous  its  branches,  both  nega¬ 
tive  and  pofitive.  We  fhould  reflect, not 
only  on  our  fins  of  commiflion,  but  of 
omiflion  ;  both  what  we  have  done,  that 
ought  not  to  have  been  done;  and  what 
we  have. left  undone,  that  ought  to  have 
been  done,  and  how  often.  We  fhould 
rcfiebl,  as  much  as  may  be,  upon  all  the 


aggra- 


aggravating  circumftances  of  our  fins  ;  ^ERM 
■vvhat  fight  we  have  finned  againft  ;  _  | 

what  grace  and  goodnefs  we  have  abu- 
fed  ;  what  refolutions  and  vows  we  have 
broken  thro’.  All  thefe  things  are  re- 
quifite,  if  we  would  think  aright  on 
our  ways,  and  avoid  felf-deception. 

They  are  indeed  all  naturally  implied  in 
thinking  on  our  ways,  in  the  fenfe  ot 
fcripture  .•  Which  is  not  reflecting  on 
them  in  a  curfory,  fuperficial  manner, 
with  a  foolifh  felf-fondnefs  and  partiali¬ 
ty  ;  but  carefully  fcanning,  and  exami¬ 
ning  them  to  the  bottom  ;  that  we  may 
truly  fee  what  we  are,  and  know  our 
moral  and  religious  ftate.  Unlefs  we  are 
thus  thorough  and  impartial  in  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  ourfelves,  it  can  be  but  of 
little  benefit  to  us  i  Yea,  as  was  intima¬ 
ted  above,  it  may  perhaps  be  a  prejudice 
to  us,  by  leading  us  to  a  wrong  conclu- 
fion.  For  it  were  better  for  us  to  remain 
intirely  unrefolved  in  our  own  minds, 
than  to  flatter  ourfelves  that  wre  are 
righteous,  while  we  are  workers  of  ini¬ 
quity.  And  even  publicans  and  harlots 
are  laid  to  go  into  the  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven,  before  hypocritical  profeffors  of  re¬ 
ligion,  who  have  a  ftrong  and  ground- 
lefs  opinion  of  their  own  goodnefs. 
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I  suppose  it  fufficiently  appears  from 
what  has  been  faid,  that  men  are  made 
foi  thought  and  reflexion  ;  that  our 
minds  are,  and  muft  be,  almoft  conti¬ 
nually  employed  on  something  or  other; 
and  confequently,  that  if  they  are  not 
employed  worthily, they  muft  beemploy- 
ed  improperly  and  unworthily.  If  then, 
you  a  flume  the  character  of  reafonable 
creatures,  and  boaft  of  faculties  fuperior 
to  thofe  of  beafts,  on  what  will  you  em¬ 
ploy  thefe  diftinguilhing  faculties?  Up¬ 
on  what  can  you  employ  them  more 
worthily  than  on  God,  your  relation  to 
him,  his  laws,  your  obligation  to  obey 
them,  and  your  paft  behaviour  ?  Should 
you  not  ferioully  conlider,  whether  the 
ways  you  are  walking  in,  lead  to  eter¬ 
nal  life  and  joy,  or  to  mifery  and  deftruc- 
tion  ?  For  they  certainly  lead  either  to 
one  or  the  other.  Can  you  think  of  any 
other  matters,  that  are  more  worthy 
}rour  attention  ?  Any  that  are  more  inte- 
refting  and  Important  ?  Any,  on  which 
it  would  better  become  intelligent  and 
accountable  creatures,  in  fuch  a  ftate  as 
3rouare,to  exercife  their  thoughts?  If  you 
can,  you  wall  indeed  do  wifely  to  think 
on  thefe  things ;  on  thefe  more  worthy 
and  important  matters  :  But  if  not,  I 
befeech  you,  imitate  the  pfalmift,  and 

think 
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think  on  your  ways,  in  this  day  of  your  SERM 
vifltat  ion, before  the  things  that  belong  to  X. 
your  peace  are  hidden  from  your  eyes. 

If  there  are  any  other  things  which 
are  more  worthy  to  take  up  your  thoughts 
and  attention,  than  thole  which  belong 
to  your  eternal  peace  ;  they  muiidoubt- 
lefs  be  the  things  of  this  prelent  vifible 
world  ;  its  pleafures,  honors,  riches  or 
amufements.  Thefe  are  the  important 
things,  on  which  your  thoughts  will  of 
courfe  be  employed,  unlefs  they  fhould 
be  employed  on  God,  your  duty,  your 
ways,  and  the  future  confequences.  of 
them.  But  can  you  poffibly  imagine, 
that  thefe  are  more  deferving  of  your  at¬ 
tention  and  care  ;  and  that,  by  thinking 
on  them,  you  will  a£t  more  up  to  your 
character  as  reafonable  creatures,  than  by 
examining  your  hearts  and  ways,  as  you 
are  the  fubjefts  of  God’s  moral  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  be  happy  or  miferable  here¬ 
after  according  to  your  prefent  behaviour  ? 

Is  he  a  more  reafonable,  and  wiferman, 
the  objects  of  whofe  thoughts  are,  “  the 
“  luft  of  the  flelh,  the  luft  of  the  eye, 

“  and  the  pride  of  life,  ”  (which  are  not 
of  the  Father,  but  of  the  world,  ) 
than  he  who  daily  contemplates  the 
fovereign  Lord  of  the  univerfe  ;  and  re¬ 
flects  ferioufly  on  his  own  ways  ?  There 

W  3  are 
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SERM  are  indeed  manyperfons,  who  live,  and 
X.  employ  their  thoughts  thro’  life,  as  if 
they  actually  imagined,  thefe  worldly 
objects  were  more  dcl'crving  of  their  at¬ 
tention,  than  any  others,  even  thole 
which  are  heavenly  and  eternal.  But, 

what  folly  and  madnefs  this  is,  will  fuf- 
ficiently  appear,  if  I  give  a  brief  deferip- 
tion,  or  draw  the  character  of  fuch  a 
man.  Nothing  more  than  this  will  be 
neceffary,  in  order  to  fhow  you  how  ab- 
furd,  not  to  fay,  how  guilty  and  impi¬ 
ous,  fuch  a  man  is.  And  the  character 
I  am  about  to  draw,  will  have  nothing 
very  fingular  in  it  ;  but  in  the  main 
ftrokes  of  it,  will  be  applicable  to  all  thofe 
in  general,  who,  negleding  to  think  on 
their  ways,  employ  their  care  and  atten¬ 
tion  on  the  things  of  this  world. 

He  r  e,  then,  is  a  man,  who  looks  with 
contempt  on  the  brutes,  and  boalts  in  the 
title  of  rational ;  in  his  intellectual  and  mo¬ 
ral  powers,  and  the  dignity  of  his  nature. 
Tho’  his  body  is  mortal,  -  and  fhort-liv’d, 
his  foul  is  immortal.  God  has  plainly  re- 
vealed  his  will  to  him  ;  and  he  knows 
that  he  is  either  to  live  and  triumph  for¬ 
ever  with  faints  and  angels  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven,  or  elfe  to  be  doomed, 
with  the  devil  and  his  angels,  to  that 
place  of  torment,  “  where  the  worm  di¬ 
ed} 
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eth  nor,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched :  ’ 
And,  which  of  thefe  fhall  be  his  portion, 
lie  knows  depends  upon  his  conduct  in 
this  world,  and  the  Improvement  he 
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makes  of  the  time  and  advantages  given 
him  to  work  out  his  falvation.  All  this 
he  knows,  or  at  leaft  profeffes  to  believe: 
But  how  does  he  aft  in  the  mean  time. 
Does  he  not,  in  confequence  hereof, 
confider  this  world,  and  the  things  of 
it,  as  trifles,  hardly  worth  a  thought  ? 
Does  he  not  give  his  whole  attention,  in 
a  manner,  to  religion,  his  duty,  and  his 
behaviour,  with  a  view  to  fecure  the 
favour  of  God,  and  eternal  happinefs  ? 
No  :  Quite  the  reverfe.  This  reafonabie, 
this  dignified  creature,  ft  ill  looks  upon 
this  world  as  all  in  all  to  him  ;  and  up¬ 
on  God,  his  immortal  foul,  heaven  and 
hell,  as  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing  ' 
He  begins  his  life  with  fin  and  folly, 
going  affray  almofl  u  as  foon  as  hefis 
born  fpeaking  lies.  ”  His  childhood  is 
all  vanity  ;  his  youth  is  employed  in 
thinking  on,  and  enjoying,  his  finful 
pleafures.  The  attaining  of  worldly 
honours  chiefly  employ  his  riper  years. 
As  old  age  comes,  tho’  he  knows  he  has 
but  a  little  while  to  live,  his  other  paf- 
fions  give  way  to  that  of  avarice  ;  fo 
that  he  hardly  thinks  of  any  thing  but 
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SERM  dying  rich.  So  that  in  every  fucceffive 

U'fe  ?r  xvS  ^e’  Noughts,  defires 
and  .affections,  are  engroflcd  by  the 

t  tings  which  are  Teen,  and  are  but 

temporal.  He  never  thinks  ferionfly  of 

his  ways,  or  the  falvation  of  his  foul. 

Tho’  he  had  a  chriftian  education,  and 

lived  from  firft  to  laft,  under  the  light 

oi  the  gofpel ;  tho’  often  reminded  of 

his  duty,  and  admonilhed  by  the  word 

aittl  pi  evidence  of  God,  to  conlider  his 

ways,  and  do  works  meet  for  repen- 

tancc  y  tno  warned  not  to  negleft  the 

great  fal  vation  ;  he  lets  at  naught  all 

theie  counfels  and  admonitions.  Some- 

-tning  elfe  fl ill  engrafted  his  thoughts 

and  cares;  and  fo  he  dies  at  laft,  full  of 

•days  and  guilt  s  “And  in  hell  he  lifts  up 

his  eyes  being  in  torment !  ” 

What,  my  brethren,  do  you  think 
of  this  character  ?  ,  Did  this  reafonable 
■aeatuie  act  wiielv  ?  Were  his  fuperior 
faculties  properly  employed  ?  I  am  fure 
y°u  cannot  but  cenfure  him,  as  having 
acted  a  roofi  ablurd  and  inconfiftent,  as 
Avell  as  imprudent  and  wicked  part. 
And  perhaps  this  is  a  more  common  cha- 
3  abter,  than  you  may  think  atfirft  view. 
'Yea,  while  you  are  cen faring  this  man, 
you  may  poiiibly  be  palling  fentence  up- 
P«  yourfelyes,  as  David  once  did,  with¬ 
out 
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out  knowing  it.  For  if  you  have  not  SERM 
yet  thought  of  your  own  ways,  fo  as  to  X. 
turn  your  feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies, ' — ‘*v  J 
you  are  in  the  fame  condemnation,  ex¬ 
cepting  that  your  mortal  courfe  is  not 
yet  finilhed.  What  did  he,  which  you 
have  not  done  ?  What  did  he  neglect: 
to  do,  which  you  have  not  hitherto  neg¬ 
lected  ?  Did  he  poltpone  the  great  con¬ 
cerns  of  religion,  to  the  trivial  ones  of 
this  prefent  life  ?  And  do  not  you  like- 
wife  ?  Were  his  thoughts  employed  up¬ 
on  bubbles,  and  fading  vanities  ?  So  are 
thine.  Did  he  refufe  to  hearken  to  the 
admonitions  of  God’s  word  and  provi¬ 
dences  ?  You  have  done  the  fame.  Did 
he  difregard  the  great  and  precious  pro- 
mifes  of  the  gofpel  ?,  And  have  not  you 
disregarded  them  ?  Did  he  make  light  of 
God’s  threatnings  ?  But  you  have  not 
effectually  laid  them  to  heart.  It  is  plain 
therefore,  that  you  have,  in  effect, .hi¬ 
therto  aCted  the  fame  abfurd  and  foolifh 
part  with  the  perfon  juft  now  defcribed; 
and  whole  conduct  you  could  not  but 
condemn  :  So  that  you  are  really  felf- 
condemned  ;  I  mean,  if  you  have  not 
yet  thought  ferioully  on  your  ways,  and 
turned  your  feet  unt«  God’s  teftimonies. 

And  altho’  thro’  the  goodnefs,  forbear¬ 
ance  and  long-fullering  of.  God,  your 

own 
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SERM  own  days  are  not  yet  numbered  and 
X.  finilhed,  as  that  unhappy  perfon’s  are 

’■“■'v— -,  fuppofed  to  be  ;  yet  are  not  you  wiler 
than  he  was.  You  are  guilty  of  the  fame 
folly  and  madnefs :  And  if  you  perfift  in 
treading  in  his  Heps,  your  end  will  be 
alfo  the  fame.  For  doubtlefs  the  fame 
road  will  lead  all  who  travel  in  it,  to  the 
fame  ftage  at  laft.  Or  can  you  imagine, 
that  thofe  ways  of  fin  and  "folly,  which 
bring  others  to  deftru&ion,  will  bring 
you  to  glory,  honor  and  immortality  ? 

Let  me  therefore  clofe  this  difcourfe, 
by  befeeching  you,  as  you  judge  your 
felves  reafonable  creatures,  and  juflly 
boaft  faculties  far  fuperior  to  thofe  of 
brutes,  to  think  maturely  on  your  ways, 
while  you  have  an  opportunity  for  it, 
and  it  may  be  of  advantage  to  you. 
Without  this,  to  be  fure,  you  will  not 
ei  fhew  your  felves  men  ”,  whatever  fa¬ 
culties  you  lay  claim  to  ;  but  be  felf-de- 
graded  from  the  honorable  rank, in  which 
God  hath  placed  you*  For  “  man  that 
“  is  in  honor  ”,  fays  the  pfalmift,  “  and 
**  underftandeth  not,  is  like  the  beafts 
“  that  perifh  Begin  the  bufinefs  of 
ferious  reflexion  even  now,  if  you  have 
not  enter’d  upon  it  before.  - —  What  do 
you  think  of  your  pall  lives  ?  What  have 

you  been  hitherto  doing  ■  What  road 

are 
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,are  you  now  travelling  in ;  and  whither  SERM 
is  it  likely  to  conduct  you  ?  Can  you  X. 
reflect  with  fatisfadion  upon  your  ways;  * 

and  approve  your  own  con  dud,  as  be¬ 
ing  fuitable  to  your  charader  as  reafo- 
nable  creatures,  and  profelTed  believers 
of  the  gofpel,  allowing  lor  fuch  faults 
and  imperfedions  as  are  common  to 
good  men  ?  Purfue  this  important  inqui- 
quiry,  as  in  the  prefence  ot  God,  when 
you  depart  from  his  houfe  ;  befeeching 
him  to  fearch  and  try  you  ;  to  fee  if 
there  be  any  wicked  way  in  you,  and 
to  difcover  it  to  you.  If  you  find  a  re- 
ludance  at  looking  into  yourfelves,  and  , 
the  Hate  of  your  fouls ;  yea,  if  you  are 
not  defirous  to  know  the  word  of  your 
cafe,  it  is  at  lea  ft  highly  probable  that 
your  ways  are  evil.  Good  and  upright 
men  are  not  generally  afraid  to  fee  them- 
felves  in  their  own  proper  colours  ;  but 
readily  come  to  that  light  of  God’s  word, 
which  thofe  of  a  contrary  charader  a- 
void  ;  agreeably  to  the  obfervation  of 
our  Saviour,  with  which  I  conclude  this 
difcourfe  :  “  Every  one  that  doeth  evil, 

“  hateth  the  light,  neither  cometh  to  the 
“  light,  left  his  deeds  fhouldbe  reproved. 

“  But  he  that  doeth  truth, cometh  to  the 
“  light,  that  his  deeds  may  he  made  ma- 
“  nifeft.  that  they  are  wrought  in  God.  ” 
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SERMON  XI. 

The  NecefTty  of  Thinking  on  our 
Ways,  in  order  to  a  Reformation 
of  them,  and  turning  our  Feet 
unto  GOD’s  Teftimonies, . 


PSALM  CXIX.  50,  $o. 

\  *  * 

f  THOUGHT  on  ?ny  mays,  and  turned 
my  feet  unto  thy  tejlimonies  : 

1  MAD  E  hafte,  and  delayed  not  to  keep 
thy  commandments. 

SERM  Tn  the  laft  preceeding  difcourfe,  the 
XI.  8  reafonablenefs  of  thinking  on  our 

ways,  was  fhown  from  a  confidera- 
ration  of  thofe  intellectual  and  moral 
powers,  with  which  the  author  of  our 
nature  has  endowed  us  ;  and  whereby 
we  are  diftinguifhed  from  the  brutal  part 
of  the  creation  ;  “  the  horfe  and  mule, 
which  have  no  undemanding.  ” 

The 
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necejjity  of  thinking  on  our  ways,  in  or¬ 
der  to  a  thorough  reformation  of  them  ; 
and  as  what  is,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
previous  to  the  turning  our  feet  unto 
God’s  teftimonies.  This  is  as  neceffary 
as  it  is  for  the  mariner,  whom  winds, 
florins  and  currents  have  long  driven, 
he  knows  not  whither,  to  take  an  obfer- 
vation,  in  order  to  his  finding  his  port : 
He  mull  know  whereabouts  he  is  in  the 
ocean,  before  he  can  fleer  his  courfe  a- 
right,  unl'efs  he  does  it  by  chance.  In 
like  manner  it  is  neceffary,  that  men 
fhould  fee  whither  they  have  wandered 


out  of  the  path  of  life,  in  order  to  their 


returning  to  it  again  :  Nor  is  there  even 
a  polfibility  of  their  going  right  by  chance^ 
in  the  latter  cafe,  as  there  is  in  the  for¬ 
mer.  ' 

But,  for  the  further  illuftration  of  the 
point  before  us,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
as  true  religion  is  founded  in  reafon,  it 
mu  ft  needs  be  the  refult  of  thought,  re¬ 
flexion, and  deliberate  choice ;  it  can  never 
be  the  effecl  of  a  blind,  undirected  fally 
of  the  will.  You  are  fenfible,  it  is  by 
means  of  our  reafon,  or  the  faculties  of 
underftanding  and  reflexion,  that  we  be¬ 
come  capable  fubjeCts  of  virtue  and  re- 
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SERM  ligion.  For  were  we  deftitute  of  thefe, 
XI.  ’tis  manifeft  we  fhould  be  no  more  capa- 
^je  0£  religion  tnan  the  brute  creatures. 
Without  them,  we  could  know  nothing 
of  God,  of  his  will,  or  of  duty  ;  nothing 
of  what  we  are  to  believe  as  truth,  or  to 
,  pra&ife  as  moral  beings  ;  we  could  nei¬ 
ther  hope  nor  fear  any  thing  hereafter. 
And  upon  this  fuppofition,  it  would  be 
altogether  as  proper  to  preach  the  gofpel 
of  the  kingdom  to  beads,  birds  and  fifh, 
as  fome  of  the  eminent  Romijh  faints  are 
faid  to  have  done  in  their  catholick  zeal, 
as  to  preach  it  to  mankind.  It  will  rea¬ 
dily  be  allowed  then,  that  thefe  intellec¬ 
tual  faculties  are  abfolutely  necelfary  in 
order  to  our  being  in  any  degree  religi¬ 
ous  ;  and  that  no  creature,  being  defti- 
tute  of  them,  can,  in  the  nature  of  the 
thing,  be  a  fubjebl:  of  piety  and  virtue. 

But  it  is  not  merely  the pofjejjing  of 
thefe  faculties,  that  is  requifite  in  order 
to  the  practice  of  religion  ;  the  exercife , 
or  ufe  of  them,  is  equally  necelfary.  If 
it  were  poffible  for  us  to  be  religious, 
pious  and  virtuous,  without  actually 
employing  and  exerting  thefe  faculties, 
I  fee  not  why  we  might  not  be  fo,  even 
tho’  we  were  not  pofTeffed  of  them  at  all. 
They  are  necefTary,  no  further  than  the 
ufe  pf  them  is  necefTary ;  and  only  be- 
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caufe  it  is.  Whatever  we  are  capable  of, 
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without  the  actual  ufe  of  any  particular 
powers  or  faculties,  we  are  equally  ca-  ' 
pable  of,  without  thofe  powers  them- 
felves  :  for  not  being  exercifed,  or  fo  long 
as  they  lie  dormant,  they  are  as  nothing ; 
and  can  have  no  effect.  That  man  who 
never  thinks  of  God, and  of  his  ways,  of 
his  duty,  and  of  the  obligations  which 
he  is  under,  isdoubtlefs  as  void  of  reli¬ 
gion,  while  thus  thoughtlefs,  as  the 
beafts  of  the  held.  All  the  difference  is, 
that  he  has  a  remote  capacity  for  religion 
and  virtue,  whereas  the  brutes  are  fuppo- 
fed  to  have  none  :  But  at  prefent,  he  is 
not  more  pious  or  virtuous  than  they. 

It  is  indeed  very  evident,  that  reli¬ 
gion  confifts  in  the  proper  exercife,  or 
due  application,  of  thofe  faculties  and 
powers,  whereby  we  are  originally  ren¬ 
der’d  the  capable  fubje6ls  thereof.  For 
in  what  does  religion  conlift  ?  What  is  it 
that  denominates  a  man  to  be  truly  pi- 
•  ous  and  virtuous  ?  Doubtlefs  religion 
confifts  in  knowing  God  and  JefusChrift ; 
in  underftanding  his  wmrd  and  will  ;  in 
believing  what  God  has  revealed ;  in 
loving  him  above  all  things  ;  and  an  ha¬ 
bitual  care  to  keep  his  commandments, 
in  hope  of  eternal  life  ;  not  as  of  merit 
in  us,  but  as  the  “  gift  of  God  thro’ 
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SERM  jef us  Chrift  our  Lord.  ”  This  is  a  fum- 
A1*  mary  account  of  the  nature  of  religion. 
Ftorn  whence  it  plainly  appears,  as  was 
laid  before,  that  it  confifts  in  the  aCtual 
exercife,  and  right  application,  of  our 
intellectual  and  moral  powers.  For 
what  are  knowledge,  faith,  reflexion, 
choice,  h  )pe,  and  obedience,  but  the 
exercife  of  thofe  various  powers  ?  And 
hence  it  is  evident,  that  without  think¬ 
ing  on  God  and  our  ways,  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  for  us  to  turn  our  feet  unto  his  teffi- 
monies,  or  to  keep  his  commandments. 

But,  from  thefe general  remarks,  let 
us  proceed  to  fome  more  particular  ones. 
And  here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  with¬ 
out  thinking  on  our  ways,  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  we  fhould  know,  in  what  refpects 
they  are  evil,  and  need  reforming.  The 
expreffion  in  the  text,  of  turning  our 
feet  unto  Gods  teffimonies,  prefuppofes 
that  we  have  in  fome  degree  at  leaft, 
and  in  certain  inftances,  gone  affray 
from  them.  It  implies,  that  we  have, 
in  fome  particulars,  walked  contrary  to 
God’s  commandments,  and  violated  our 
duty.  This,  I  fay,  is  plainly  implied, 
or  prefuppofed,  in  that  manner  of  ex- 
preflion.  Now  it  may  be  afked,  how  it 
is  pollible  for  a  man,  who  does  not  re¬ 
flect  ferioufly  on  his  ways,  to  know 

which 
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which  of  them  are  evil  ;  what  duties  he  SERM 
has  neglected,  and  what  fins  he  is  charge-  XI. 
able  with  ?  And  if  he  is  ignorant  as  to 
thefe  points,  is  it  not  impollible  that  he 
fhould  forfake  his  fins,  and  pradfife  his 
duty  for  the  time  to  come  ?  Doubtlefs 
this  is  impt>fTible.  Tho’  a  man  were 
fenfible  in  general,  that  his  ways  had 
been  evil,  and  were  deflrous  to  reform 
them  ;  yet  it  is  obvious,  that  without 
particularly  reflecting  upon  them,  and 
comparing  them  with  the  rule  of  duty, 
fo  as  to  fee  in  what  refpects  they  have 
been  evil,  and  wherein  they  ought  to  be 
amended, he  cannot  reform  them,  or  turn 
his  feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies.  You  . 
fee  then,  from  this  confideration  only, 
the  neceflity  ot  thinking  on  our  ways  ; 
and  that  without  it,  no  man  canpoffibly 
forfake  his  former  fins,  become  a  true 
fervant  of  God,  and  a  difciple  of  Jefus 
Chrift. 

Mor  eover  :  Thinking  on  our  ways, 
fo  as  to  be  deeply  fenfible  of  the  evil  of 
them,  is  neceffary  in  order  to  beget  in 
us  that  humility,  and  godly  forrow, 
which  are  eflential  ingredients  of  true 
repentance  ;  that  repentance,  which 
is  the  principle,  and  the  beginning  of  a 
new  and  fpiritual  life.  You  know  that 
evangelical  repentance  implies  in  it,  felf- 
*  X  con- 
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SERM  condemnation,  fhame,  grief,  and  fiumi- 
XI.  liation  before  God  ;  hearty  forrow  for 
"■*  ’  our  fins,  that  we  have  added  fo  foolifhly 

and  ungratefully  ;  and  thereby  render’d 
ourfelves  the  objects  of  God’s  righteous 
difpleafure.  Without  this,  there  is  no 
true  repentance  ;  nor  can  there  be  any 
thorough  reformation.  But  is  it  not  im- 
poffible  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  that 
without  ferioufly  thinking  on  our  ways, 
we  fhould  thus  condemn  ourfelves  for 
them,  be  thus  afliamed,  grieved  and  hum¬ 
bled  before  God  ?  What  foundation  is 
there  for  felf-condemnation,  grief  or 
fhame,  antecedently  to  our  reftedding, 
wherein  we  have  done  amifs  l  Can  thole 
things,  or  actions,  which  are  not  even 
tho’t  of  by  us,  or  if  at  all  tho’t  of,  yet 
not  reflected  on  as  evil,  and  contrary 
to  the  law  of  God,  be  to  us  the  ground 
of  humiliation  and  godly  forrow  ?  Cer¬ 
tainly  they  cannot.  You  cannot  be 
grieved,  and  forry  for  your  fins,  with¬ 
out  thinking  of  them  ;  without  remem- 
bring  that  you  have  committed  them, 
and  feeing  your  paft  errors.  You  can¬ 
not  be  afhamed  of  the  part  you  have 
added,  till  you  are  convinced,  by  reflec¬ 
tion,  that  it  is  a  bafe  and  unworthy  one. 
You  cannot  bewail  your  fins  before  God, 
till  you  are  deeply  fenfible  of  them. 

This 
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This  is  obvious :  So  that  if  fclf-condem-  SERM 
nation,  fhame,  and  godly  forrow,  be 
effential  to  true  repentance,  and  necefla- 
ry  in  order  to  our  turning  our  feet  unto 
God’s  teftimonies ;  thinking  on  our  ways 
is  plainly  necelTary  alfo  to  the  fame  end : 

For  without  thinking  on  them,  a  man 
cannot  thus  condemn  himfelf,be  afhamed 
and  grieved,  on  account  of  what  he  has 
done. 

V  ,  J” 

We  know  not  what  we  ought  to  be 
forry  for,  or  what  rejoiced  at,  with  re¬ 
ference  to  our  pad  behaviour,  without 
maturely  reflecting  upon  it.  Why  fhould 
we  bewail  one  part  of  our  conduct,  ra¬ 
ther  than  any  other,  till,  by  ferioufly 
fcanning  and  examining  it,  we  have 
learned  wherein  it  has  been  wrong,  or 
criminal  ?  If  we  would  exercife  that 
humility  which  becomes  us  ;  if  we  would 
condemn  ourfelves  to  the  degree  we 
ought  to  do  :  if  we  would  abafe  our 
felves  before  God,  in  a  manner  becoming 
fuch  finful  creatures ;  to  refleCt  in  generalj 
that  we  are  tinners,  is  not  fufficient.  We 
thould  coniider,  how  numerous  and  great 
our  offences  have  been  ;  how  frequently 
we  have  broken  God’s  commandments  ; 
and  with  what  aggravating  circumftances' 
our  fins  have  been  attended.  Slight  and 
fuperficial  reflexion,  will  produce  only 

X  2  a 
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SERM  a, flight,  Superficial,  and  ineffectual  rc- 
,  pentance.  It  is  neceflary  that  we  fliould 
think  particularly  and  intenicly  on  our 
ways,  in  order  to  beget  in  us  a  deep  for- 
row  on  account  of  them  ;  and  that,  our 
heai  ts  being  truly  broken  and  contrite, 
we  may  be  excited  in  earneft,  and  with¬ 
out  delay,  to  fly  for  refuge,  and  lay  hold 
on  the  hope  fet  before  us. 

No  one  will  fuppofe  my  meaning  to 
be,  that  we  cannot  be  truly  penitent  for 
our  fins,  and  turn  our  feet  unto  God’s 
tefli monies,  unlefs  we  fo  think  of  out- 
ways,  as  actually  to  recollect  every  par¬ 
ticular  inftance,  wherein  we  have  devi¬ 
ated  from  the  rule  of  duty,  together  with 
every  minute  circumflance,  by  which 
our  guilt  has  been  enhanced,  thro’  the 
courfe  of  our  lives.  Were  this  indifpen- 
fably  neceflary,  there  would  be  no  tho¬ 
roughly  penitent, and  reformed  firmer  in 
the  world  :  For  who  can,  in  this  fenfe, 
“  underfland  his  errors  ?  ”  No  man  can 
remember  all  his  finful  deeds  without  ex¬ 
ception,  however  defirous  to  call  them 
to  mind,  for  his  humiliation.  But  it  is 
both  practicable  and  neceflary,  to  be 
much  more  particular  and  circumftan- 
tial  in  reviewing  our  paft  lives,  and  re¬ 
collecting  our  mifearriages,  than  many 
perfons  feem  to  imagine.  To  be  fenfible 
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in  general,  that  we  have  done  amifs,  to  S'ERM 
be  fare,  is  not  all  that  is  poffible,  or  all  XI. 
that  is  requifite.  We  fhall  never  abhor 
ourfelves,  or  “repent  in  dull  and  afhes,” 
till  we  have  a  more  particular  view  of 


our  part  fins,  and  fee  ourfelves  in  our  pro¬ 
per  colours.  It  isneceffary  that  wefhould 
fee  our  fins,  in  fome  fenfe,  as  God  fees 
them,  or  in  the  fame  odious  light,  in  or¬ 
der  to  hating  them  as  he  hates  them  ;  and 
“  breaking  them  off  by  righteoufnefs.  ” 
Thinking  on  our  ways,  is  plainly 
neceffary  in  order  to  our  having  the  pro¬ 
per  motives  and  inducements  to  amend  our 
ways,  prefent  to  our  minds,  To  as  effec¬ 
tually  to  influence  our  practice.  It  is, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  impoffible  for  us 
to  turn  our  feet  unto  God’s  teflimonies, 
and  to  keep  his  commandments  for  the 
future,  without  feeing,  or  perceiving, 
the  motives,  proper  to  induce  us  thereto. 
Arguments,  or  motives,  that  are  not  per¬ 
ceived  by  us,  are  to  us,  as  nothing  ;  and 
can  have  no  effect  upon  us.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  motives,  by  which  linnets  are 
wrought  upon,  and  induced  to  forfake 

their  evil  ways,  whenever  they  do  fo, 

are  thefe  wnich  follow  : —  The  apparent 
unreafonablenefs  and  bafenefs  of  their  paft 
behaviour  ;  an  apprehenffon  of  God’s 
difpleafure  ;  a  fear  of  future  punifhmcrit ; 

X  3  to- 
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SERM  together  with  the  hopes  of  pardon  and 
aT  eternal  life  thro’  Jefus  Chrift,  in  confe- 
quence  of .  foriaking  their  evil  ways. 
Ehefe  are  the  principal,  and  m oft  ufual, 
if  not  the  only  motives,  by  which  wick¬ 
ed  men  are  induced  to  turn  from  their 
fins  to  God.  None  of  which  can  have 
any  influence  upon  us,  or  even  be  per¬ 
ceived  as  motives,  inciting  us  to  fuch  a 
change  of  life  and  behaviour,  unlefs  we 
ferioully  think  on  our  ways. 

'  For,  as  to  the  former  of  them  :  It  is 
impoflible  the  unreafonablenefs  and  bafe- 
nefs  of  fmning  againft  God,  flxould  be 
any  inducement  to  us  to  ceafe  from  evil, 
unlefs  that  unreafonablenefs  and  bafe- 
nefs  is  perceived  by  us  ;  and  it  cannot 
be  perceived,  till  we  think  on  our  ways. 
However  bafe  or  difingenuous  a  man’s 
behaviour  has  been,  yet  without  reflec¬ 
ting  upon  it,  he  cannot  perceive  it ;  and, 
confequently,  this  will  be  no  motive 
with  him  to  alter  hiscourfe  and  manner 
of  life. 

Aga  in  :  However  obnoxious  a  man 
may  be  to  God’s  righteous  difpleafure, 
on  account  of  fjis  pail  fins ;  yet  he  can 
have  no  fenfe,  no  apprehenfion  of  that 
difpleafure,  till  he  conilders  his  ways  : 
And  confequently,  he  cannot  be  indu¬ 
ced  hereby  to  reform  his  ways.  This 

•  will, 
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will,  as  to  him,  be  no  motive  at  all,  m  SERM 
thefe  circumrtances,  how  efficacious  an  •  ^ 
one  foever  it  might-be,  if  by  means  of 
reflecting  on  his  fins,  he  had  a  proper 

fenfe  of  their  demerit. 

Nor  can  the  terrible  punithment, 
which  God  has  t'nreatned  to  infliCt  on  the 
impenitent  workers  of  iniquity,  have  , 
any  influence,  by  way  of  motive,  upon 
the  mind  and  praflice  of  that  man,  who 
does  not  view  himfelf  in  the  light  of  a 
tranfgreffor,  and  fee,  that  without 
repentance  and  reformation,  he  muff 
finally  incur  this  punifhment.  He  can¬ 
not  fear  future  evil,  at  leaff,  not  reafo- 
nably,  but  in  proportion  to  the  fenfe 
which  he  has  of  his  evil  deferts,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  paft  tranfgrellions. 

Lastly  here,  How  can  the  hopes  of 
obtaining  pardon  and  eternal  hie,  thro 
Jefus  Chriff,  induce  that  man  to  forfake 
his  fins,  and  to  work  righteoufnefs,  who  , 
is  fofar  from  being  burthened,  and  heavy 
laden  with  a  fenfe  of  his  guilt,  that  he 
does  not  even  think  of  his  paff  fins,  or 
his  need  of  a  pardon  ?  To  thole  who 
are  fenfible  of  their  demerits,  and  their 
need  of  forgivenefs,  the  hopes  thereof 
will  be  a  powerful  motive  ;  but  to  others 
it  will  be  none  at  all.  “  The  whole 
“  need  not  the  phyikian,  but  they  that 
“areffck”,  '  From 
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F.oM  tnefe  hints  it  is  evident,  that 
none  of  the  great  motives  to  repent,  and 
o  ive  anew  life,  can  have 'any  influence 
upon  a  man,  who  does  not  think  on  his 
ways  ;  they  cannot  be  felt  and  perceiv- 
ed  by  carelefs,  thoughtlefs  fianers.  It 
is  abfolutely  neceflary,  in  order  to  their 
Iiaving  any  weight  or  influence  as  mo¬ 
tives,  that  the  mind  be  duly  awakened  - 
or  that  a  man  has  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  evil 
oi  his  ways,  which,  certainly,  he  cannot 
have  without  thinking  (erioufly  on  them. 

-  Now  is  it  poflible,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  tnat  finners  fhould  truly  repent, 
and  tui  n  their  feet  unto  God’s  teftimonies, 
without  any  motives  thereto  ;  or  which 
is  tnc  fame  thing  in  cAecf,  without  per¬ 
ceiving  thofe  which  there  are  ?  This  is 
plainly  impoflible  ;  anabfurdfuppofition. 
No  man  does,  or  can,  forfake  his  fins, 
and  work  righteoufnefs,  without  know¬ 
ing  why,  or  wherefore  he  docsfo  ;  with¬ 
out  having  certain  inducements  thereto 
m  his  own  mind  ;  and  fuch  as  are  pro¬ 
per  to  influence  it  in  this  manner.  And 
it  i  >  only  by  .means  of  ferious  reflexion, 
tnat  tnefc  motives  come  to  be  perceived, 

30  as  to  opeiate,  and  produce  their  pro¬ 
per  eftech 

I  have  now  aim  oft  flnifhed  what 
was  propoled  as  the  main  bufinefs  of 

this 
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this  difcourfe ;  which  was,  to  fhow  the  SERM 
abfolute  neceflity  of  thinking  on  our  XL 
ways,  in  order  to  reforming  them,  and 
keeping  God’s  commandments  for  the 
time  to  come.  To  this  end  it  has  been 
fhovvn  in  general,  that  without  exerci- 
fing  our  intellectual  and  moral  powers, 
in  thinking  on  God,  our  duty  and  our 
ways,  we  cannot  be  the  fubjeCts  of  religi¬ 
on  and  virtue  :  That  without  reviewing 
our  pad  lives,  we  cannot  even  know, 
wherein  our  ways  need  reforming,  or 
whether  they  at  all  need  if,  or  not :  That 
reflecting  on  our  ways,  is  neceflary  to 
beget  in  us  that  humility,  and  godly  for- 
row,  which  are  effential  ingredients  in 
true  repentance  :  And  ladly,  it  has  been 
fho  wn,  That  the  great  motives  to  reform 
and  amend  our  ways,  can  have  no  influ¬ 
ence  upon  our  minds,  nor  even  be  per¬ 
ceived  by  us,  unlefs  we  fil'd  think  on  our 
ways,  and  are  duly  fenfible  of  our  guilt 
and  danger,  while  we  continue  to  break 
God’s  commandments.  From  all  which 
confiderations  laid  together,  I  fuppofe  it 
diffidently  appears  to  be  an  impoflibili- 
ty  for  any  finner  to  turn  his  feet  unto 
God  s  tedimonies,  without  ferioufly  re¬ 
flecting  on  his  ways  in  the  manner  before 
explained. 


But 
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SERM  But  there  is  one  obje<ftion,  which 
may  be  thought  to  lie  againft  this  man- 
%  “  '  ner  of  reafoning,  concerning  the  necef- 

iity  of  thinking  on  our  ways :  And  this 
mull  be  obviated  before  we  difmifs  this 
branch  of  the  fubjedf. 

We  all  fuppofe,  atleaft  it  is  now  taken 
for  granted,  that  it  is  the  work  of  the 
Spirit  ofGod  effectually  to  renew  and  con¬ 
vert  Tinners,  or  to  turn  them  from  the 
error  of  their  ways  to  the  wifdom  of  the 
juft.  And  may  not  God,  by  the  influences 
of  his  Spirit,  thus  change  the  hearts  of 
men  immediately.,  whether  they  think  on 
their  ways  or  not ?  Cannot  God  work 
without  means  ?  Or  can  it  befuppofed, 
that  man’s  co-operation  is  neceftary  in 
order  to  his  being  created  anew  unto  good 
works,  in  Chrift  Jefus,  any  more  than 
to  his  ftrft  creation  ?  How  can  thinking 
on  our  ways  be  faid  to  be  neceftary  to 
this  end,  if.it  either  muft,  or  may  be,  fup- 
pofed  pofllble  for  God  to  change  a  man’s 
heart,  and  convert  him,  without  think¬ 
ing  on  them. 

Now  there  are  feveral  things  to  be  ob- 
ferved  with  reverence  to  this  obje&ion. 

Alt  ho’  the  influences  of  the  blcfled 
Spirit  of  God,  are  undoubtedly  neceftary 
in  order  to  the  effectual  converfion  of  lin- 
ners  :  and  altho’  God’  can  do  all  things, 

which 
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which  do  not  involve  a  contradiction ;  SERM 
yet  he  may  have  eftablifhed,  and  re-  XI.  < 
yealed  to  us,  fuch  a  method  of  operating, 
even  in  the  kingdom  of  grace,  that  we 
may  modeftly  lay,  in  a  qualified  lenfe, 
that  fuch  or  fuch  a  thing  is  impofiible  ; 
meaning  thereby,  that  it  would  be 
inconfiftent  with,  or  contrary  to,  what 
he  has  been  plealed  to  reveal  as  the  rule 
or  method  of  his  dealings  with  the  fin- 
ful  children  of  men  ;  and  not,  that  the 
thing  itfelf  exceeds  the  power  of  God,  or 
involves  a  contradiction  in  its  ow;n  na¬ 
ture.  Many  things  are  naturally  poflible, 
which  yet  are  apparently  inconfiftent 
with  what  God  has  revealed,  and  what 
we  know  concerning  the  manner  of  his 
aCting  ;  and  therefore  no  one  fcruples  to 
fay  of  fuch  things,  that  they  are  impofii¬ 
ble  ;  that  they  cannot  be  done,  or  come 
to  pafs.  Now  in  this  qualified  fenfe  at 
leaft,  we  may,  I  fuppofe,  fay  without 
offence,  or  prefumption,  that  it  is  impof- 
fible  for  a  man  to  be  converted  from  fin 
to  righteoufnefs,  without  firft  thinking 
on  his  ways.  For  thro’outthe  holy  fcrip- 
tures,  finners  thinking  on  their  ways,  is 
fuppofed  to  be  previous  to  their  conven¬ 
tion  from  the  error  of  them.  God  treats 
with  finful  men  therein,  as  rational  crea¬ 
tures  :  He  condefcends  to  reafon  with 

them 
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l'ncm  hirafelf,  concerning  the  evil  of 
^XL  their  ways,  admonifhing Them  to  reilea 
on  them,  and  to  forfake  them,  left  ini¬ 
quity  fhould  be  their  ruin.  This  is  of¬ 
ten  the  manner, of  his  addrefs  to  them. 

Come  now,  and  let  us  reafon  toge- 
“  ther,  faith  the  Lord.  Are  not  my 
ways  equal ;  are  not  your  ways  une¬ 
qual?  — “What  more  could  have  been 

“  in  my  vineyard,  that  I  have  not 
done  in  it  ?  — “  Caft  away  from  you 
all  your  tranfgreffions,  whereby  ye 
/  **  have  tranfgrefted,  and  make  you  a  new 

heart,  and  a  new  fpirit  ;  for  why  will 
“  Je  die  ?  ”  Such  a  kind  of  addrefs  and 
expoftuladon,  is  frequently  met  with, 
both  in  the  old  and  new-teftameht.  And 
I  appeal  to  every  unprejudiced  man, 
whether  fuch  a  manner  of  addrefs,  does 
not  plainly  fuppofe  the  neceffity  of  feri- 
.  ora  reflexion  on  our  ways,  as  one  means 
of  our  converfion  ;  and  whether  this  can 
be  reconciled  with  the  other  fuppofition, 
viz,  that  Tinners  are  converted  by  an  im¬ 
mediate  exertion  of  the  divine  power  on 
their  hearts,  before  they  are  perfwaded 
to  think  on  their  ways,  and  the  confe- 
quences  ot  them  ?  All  the  export ulations, 
the  admonitions,  the  promifesand  threat- 
nings,  of  God’s  word,  feem  plainly  de- 
Tgned  to  awaken  Timers  to  ferious  con- 
••  '  ■  Tderation, 
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fideration,  and  reflexion  on  their  ways,  SERM 
as  preparatory  to  their  converfion,  and  XL  . 
necelTary  to  that  end  ;  tho’  this,  to  be  * 

fure,  will  not  be  effe&ual  without  the 
bleffing  of  God  concurring  ;  without 
whom  we  can  do  nothing. 

At  firft  view,  there  may,  perhaps, 
feem  to  be  fome  inflances,  or  examples 
in  fcripture,  of  finners  being  immediate¬ 
ly  and  initantaneoully  converted  by  the 
power  of  God,  antecedently  to  their 
thinking  on  their  ways,  and  being  awa¬ 
kened  to  a  juft  feofe  of  their  guilt:  But, 
upon  mature  confideration,  I  believe, 
we  fhall  find  no  fuch  examples.  The 
thief  upon  the  crofs  may,  by  fome,  be  ' 
thought  one  ;  but  there  in  no  fuffici'ent 
ground  for  it.  It  is  rather  to  be  fuppof- 
ed,  that  his  condemnation  and  fufteriegs 
were  inftru mental  of  awakening  in  him 
a  fenfe  of  his  fins,  which,  by  the  bleffing 
of  God  ifiued  in  his  converfion.  That 
he  thought  on  his  ways,  judged  and 
condemned  himfelf,  is  very  evident  from  . 
his  anfvver  to  the  guilty  and  hardened 
companion  of  his  fufferings,  who  railed 
on  our  blefied  Saviour.  For  he  rebuked 
him,  faying,  “  Doll  thou  not  fear  God  ? 

“  feeing  thou  art  in  the  fame  condemna- 
“  tion  ;  and  we  indeed  juflly  •  but  this  man 
“  hath  done  nothing  amifs.”  To  lay  the 

lead. 
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SfiRM  lead,  the  hiftory  gives  us  no  reafon  to 
*  ,  think,  that  the  penitent  thief  became  a 
penitent,  without  being  firft  led,  by  the 
providence  and  Spirit  of  God,  to  a  feri- 
ous  confideration  of  his  ways;  how  fhort 
foever  the  time  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
been,  between  that  and  his  converfion. 
Tho’,  by  the  way,  it  is  by  no  means  cer¬ 
tain,  that  he  had  been  hardened  and 
thoughtlefs  till  he  was  a&ually  brought 
to  the  crofs,  tho’  this  feems  to  be  gene¬ 
rally  taken  for  granted. 

As  to  the  apoftle  Paul  ;  tho’  there 
Was  fomething  very  lingular,  and  even 
miraculous,  in  the  manner  and  circum- 
ffances  of  his  converfion  ;  yet  we  have 
no  reafon  to  think  that  he  was  infianta- 
neoufly  converted,  when  he  was  ftruck 
down  in  his  journey  to  Damafcus  ;  I 
mean,  antecedently  to  his  thinking  on 
his  ways.  There  is,  on  the  contrary, 
great  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  what 
happened  to  him  at  that  time,  was  a 
means  of  awakening  him,  and  con¬ 
vincing  him  of  his  fin  ;  and  this  in  order 
to  his  converfion.  It  is,  indeed,  evident 
from  his  ftory  in  the  new  teftament, 
that  his  turning  his  feet  unto  God’s  tef- 
timonies,  was  fubfequent  to,  and  in  con- 
fequence  of,  his  being  thus  admonifhed 
to  think  on  his  ways’  j  tho'  the  precife 

time 


\ 


Thinking,  on  our  Ways . 

time  of  his  converfion,  or  being  born  a-  SERM 
gain,  cannot  be  afcertained.  XI. 

But  what  lhall  we  fav  of  the  three 
thoufand,  that  were  added  to  the  church 
fo  fuddenly  on  the  day  of  pentecoft  ? 

We  may  fay,  iu  the  fir  ft:  place,  that  there 
is  no  certainty  of  their  having  been  then 
converted,  in  the  fenfe  wherein  we  now 
nfe  that  term,  tho’  they  were  convinced 
that  Jefus  was  the  Cbrift,  the  anointed 
of  God.  And,  in  the  fecond  place,  that 
upon  fuppolition  they  were  thus  conver¬ 
ted,  yet  this  does  not  militate  in  the  leaft 
degree,  againR  any  thing  that  has  been 
faid  concerning  the  neceflity  of  thinking 
on  our  ways.  For  the  apoftle  Peter  had, 
been  preaching  the  gofpel  to  them,  in  a 
naoft  awakening  and  affe<51ing  manner  t 
whereby  they  were  brought  to  ferious 
reflexion.  And  it  is  exprelly  faid  in  the 
ftory,  that  when  they  heard  him,  “  they 
“  were  pricked  in  the  heart,  and  faid. 

“  Men  and  brethren,  What  lhall  we  do  ?  ” 

Had  they  not  thought  on  their  ways, 
they  would  not  have  been  thus “  pricked 
in  the  heart,  ”  which  implies  a  deep 
fenfe  of  their  fins  :  So  that  nothing  can 
be  argued  from  hence,  againfl:  what  has 
been  laid  in  this  difcourle,  concerning 
the  necelfity  of  ferious  confideration  and 
reflexion. 


\ 
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SERIVI  i  believe  there  are  no  inftances  of 

v  .  f  ^.lll.C  v  an<^  Sudden  converfion,  recorded 
v  in  Scripture,  which  bid  fairer  than  thofe 
mentioned  above,  to  be  examples  of  the 
converfion  of  finners,  without  thinking 
on  their  ways.  However,  neither  that 
of  the  thief,  that  of  Saul,  nor  that  of  the 
three  thoufand,  comes  up  to  the  point. 
It  feems  plain  from  the  feveral  accounts 
of  them,  that  all  thefe  perfons  did  actu- 
ally  think  on  their  ways,  as  well  as  Da¬ 
vid,  , before  they  turned  their  feet  unto 
God’s  teffimonies;  though,  perhaps,  not 
fo  long  before.  And  if  any  fhould  think 
it  may  be  inferred  from  thefe  examples, 
that  perfons,  in  this  age  of  the  world, 
may  poffibly  be  converted  almoft  inflan- 
taneoufly,  or  in  a  very  fhort  time  from 
( their  being  firfl  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of 
their  fins ;  I  will  not  deny  the  inference. 
There  may  poflibly  be  inch  a  concur-, 
rence  of  alarming  circum fiances,  as,  by 
the  blefling  of  God,  fhall  in  a  moment, 
as  it  were,  produce  a  thorough  and  la¬ 
ving  change  in  the  heart  of  a  linner,even 
without  a  miracle.  This  may  be  allow¬ 
ed  without  inconvenience.  But  there 
was  plainly  fomething  preternatural  and 
miraculous  in  the  circumftances  of  the 
converfion  of  the  thief,  of  Saul,  and  of 
the  three  thoufand.  That  was  the  age 
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of  miracles  :  And  to  fay  the  lea  ft,  there  SERM 
is  no  reafon  to  think,  that  fuch  quick  and  XI. 
fudden  converftons  have  been  common,  ‘ 

Huce  miracles  have  ceafed  in  the  church. 

This  work  is  ufualiy,  if  not  always, 
effebted,  in  thefe  latter  times,  in' a  more 


gradual  way.  Audit  is  to  reafon  faliely 
and  abfurdly,  to  argue  from  thofeextra- 
ordinary  and  preternatural  converftons, 
as  fame  have  done  ;  as  if  we  were  to 
conceive,  that  other  perfons  who  are  con¬ 
verted  from  age  to  age,  are  ufualiy  con¬ 
verted  in  as  fudden  and  extemporaneous 
a  manner.  For  this  there  is  no  founda¬ 
tion  ;  and  it  may  be  of  bad  confequenee 
for  people  to  entertain  fuch  an  opinion; 
But  it  would  be  ftill  more  abfurd  and  per¬ 
nicious,  to  argue  from  thofe  examples, 
that  whether  iinners  think  on  their  ways 
at  all,  or  not,  they  may  be  converted  by 
fome  fudden  impulfe,  or  fecret  energy, 
of  the  Spirit  of  God. 

T  his,  if  I  am  not  extremely  miftaken, 
is  not  only  a  moral,  but  a  natural  impol- 
ftbility,  implying  a  plain  contradidftion. 
For  converfton,  or  a  turning  from  fin  to 
God,  in  the  nature  of  it  prefuppofes  re¬ 
pentance,  an  awakened  fenfe  of,  and 
forrow  for  fin.  And,  as  was  particular¬ 
ly  ftiown  above,  it  is,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  impoflible  for  a  man  to  repent  of 
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SEPJVI  his  fins,  or  to  be  forty  for  them,  without 
XI.  thinking  on  his  ways.  That  Which  is 

' — not  even  the  fubject  of  our  thoughts* 
cannot,  furely,  beany  ground  offhame 
and  fonow  to  us,  or  be  repented  of  by 
us.  And  if  it  be  a  contradiction  to  fay, 
that  a  man  repents  of  his  fins  without 
thinking  on  them  ;  it  is  alfoa  contradic¬ 
tion  to  iay,  that  a  man  may  be  convert¬ 
ed  without  thinking  on  his  ways;  fince, 
as  was  obferved  before,  converfion  pre- 
fnppofes  repentance.  And  if  this  involves 
a  contradiction,  there  is  no  prefumption 
in  faying,  that  it  is  impoldible,  even  with 
God  bimfelf ;  tho’  I  am  by  no  means  fond 
of  making1  a  frequent  ufe  of  fuch  expref- 
fions  ;  and  would  never  do  it  at  all,  but 
with  reverence  and  awe.  It  is,  on  all 
hands  allowed,  that  even  the  poWer  of 
God  does  not  extend  to  the  doing  of 
things  impoffible  in  their  own  nature,  as 
all  thofe  are,  which  involve  a  contradic¬ 
tion.  How  much  foever  we  afcribe  to 
the  Spirit  of  God,  in  the  converfion  of 
Tinners  ;  ftill  it  may,  and  mu  ft  be  affert- 
ed,  that  no  man  is  or  can  be  converted, 
without  thinking  on  his  ways,  cither  for 
a  longer  or  fhorter  time.  Nor  does  God 
give  us  his  holy  Spirit  to  fu per fede  the 
neceflity  of  this,  or  to  render  it  needlefs 
for  us  to  think  on,  and  repent  of  our 

fins  : 
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Tins  :  But  on  the  contrary,  to  awaken  SERM 
and  excite  us  thereto  ;  to  convince  us  of  • 
Hn,  to  humble  us  for  it,  to  make  us  fee 
it  in  its  proper  colors,  to  infpire  us  with 
an  hatred  of  it,  and  the  love  of  virtue 
and  holinefs.  Thus  it  is,  that  he  con¬ 
verted!  (i liners  from  the  error  of  their 
ways,  to  the  wifdomof  the  juft,  by  his 
providence  and  good  Spirit  ;  fometimes, 
indeed  in  a  lefts,,  and  fometimes  in  a  more 
gradual  way ;  but  never  without  awaken¬ 
ing  us  to  fterious  thought  and  reflexion  ; 
which  is  a  manifeftimpoliibility  and  con¬ 
tradiction,  as  before  obfterved.  And  this 
is  ftufHcient  to  my  prefent  purpofte ;  fince 
from  hence  appears,  the  abfolute  neceftity 
of  thinking  on  our  ways,  in  order  to  a 
thorough  reformation  thereof,  and  turn¬ 
ing  our  feet  unto  God’s  tc ft i monies. 

Let  me  therefore  conclude  this  dift 
courfte,  by  befteeching  you  as  you  are 
men,  to  (hew  yourfelves  fuch  by  reflect¬ 
ing  fenoufly  on  your  ways  and  doings  ; 
ftill  comparing  them  with  God’s  com¬ 
mandments,  the  rule  of  your  duty.  I 
know  of  no  more  forcible  argument  to 
excite  you  hereto,  than  this,  That  it  is 
indiftpenftably  neceiTary  to  do  fo,  in  order 
to  your  turning  your  feet  unto  God’s  teft 
timonies ;  and  fto,  in  order  to  your  eft 
caping  the  wrath  to  come,  and  inheri- 
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'  ^  ^ijS  eteinal  life.  It  is  hoped,  there  are 
none  prefent,  to  whom  it  is  a  matter  of 
indifference,  whether  their  fouls  are  fay¬ 
ed,  Oi  loft  ;  whether  they  are  happy  or 
mifeiable,  in  the  world  to  come.  And 

it  you  are  not  indifferent  about  thefe  mat¬ 
ters,  fu rely  you  will  not  continue  tho’t- 
lefs  of  God  and  your  ways.  If  wicked 
men  now  refufe  to  confider  their  ways, 
and  the  things  which  belong  to  their 
peace,  there  is  a  day  approaching,  which 
will  not  only  awaken,  but  fill  them  with 
terror  and  amazement  ;  and  they  will 
think  on  their  ways  when  it  will  be  too 
late  to  amend  ti  tern.  God  will  “  laugh 
at  their  calamity, and  mock  when  their 
fear  cometh  ” — For  that  they  hated 
knowledge,  and  did  not  chufe  the  fear 
of  the  Lord — 'therefore  fhall  they  eat 
u  ol  the  fruit  of  their  own  way,  and  be 
“  filled  with  their  own  devices.  ”  O 
that  we  were  all  wife,  and  underftood 
this  ;  that  we  duly  con  fide  red,  and  a- 
mended  our  ways,  while  a  fpace  is  al¬ 
lowed  us  for  repentance  :  That  fo  that, 
which  will, to  irreclaimable  franfgreffors, 
be  a  day  of  inexpreflible  terror,  and  utter 
perdition,  might,  tons,  be  the  “  time  of 
refrefhing  frorm  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord.  ”  God,  of  his  infinite  mercy, 
grant  it  may  be  fo.  AMEN  ! 
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Thinking  on  our  Ways  naturally 
conducive  to  the  Amendment  of 
them  ;  with  the  Ground  there  is 
to  hope,  that  thofe  who  are 
brought  to  fober  Reflexion,  will, 
in  Confequence  hereof,  make 
Hafle  to  keep  GOD’  s  command¬ 
ments. 

■*t — i*  — t1*  — jo  -t — 

PSALM  CXIX.  do. 

I  THOUGHT'  on  my  'ways,  and  turned 
my  feet  unto  thy  teflimonies  : 

1  MHDfi  hafle,  and  delayed  not  to. keep 
thy  commandments . 


i 


IN  my  laft  difcourfe,  the  neceffity  of  SERM 
thinking  on  our  ways,  in  order  to  a  XII. 
reformation  of  them,  and  turning  our  z-— * 

feet  unto  God  s  teflimonies,  was  Ihown 
from  feveral  confiderations.  And  it  is 
herein  implied,  that  thinking  of  them  is, 
in  fome  way  or  other,  conducive  to  that 
-  •  7  Y3  end. 
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SERM  end.  For  had  thinking  on  our  ways  no 
XU.  kind  ot  tendency  to  reiorm  them,  it 
could  not  be  truly  and  properly  . faid,  to 
be  neceffary  in  order  thereto  3  this  man¬ 
ner  of  eXpreliiori  fuppofmg  it  to  be  a 
mean  to* the  mentioned  end.  But  it 
will  not  be  amifs  to  fpeak  more  particu¬ 
larly  upon  this  point,  as  was  propofed 
under  the  third  and  laid  general  divifion 
of  the  fubjed.  Accordingly,  the  main 
bull nel's  of  this  dilcourfe  will  be,  to 
Blow, 

That  thinking  on  our  ways  has  a 
natural  tendency  to  reform  them,  or 
lead  us  to  the  keeping  of  God’s  com¬ 
mandments  :  So  that  there  is  great  rea- 
lon  to  hope,  that  thole  who  do  fo,  in  the 
fenfe  of  the  text,  will,  like  the  Plalmilf, 
actually  turn  their  feet  unto  God’s  tefti- 
monies,  and  walk  before  him  in  newnefs 
of  life. 

T here  feems  to  be  a  kind  of  incon- 
fiftency  between  ferrous  reflexion,  and 
allowed,  habitual  dilobedience  to  God’s 
commandments.  For  ’tis  very  difficult 
to  conceive,  how  a  man  who  duly 
thinks  on  his  ways,  and  fees  the  evil  and 
danger  of  them,  can  poffibly  perfevere, 
notwithftanding,  in  the  violation  of 
God’s  laws.  And  the  holy  feriptures, 
you  are  fenfible,  lb  me  dines  reprefent  it 
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as  owing  to  inconfideration,  or  a  want  SERM 
of  due  attention,  that  men  go  on  in  their  XII.  ^ 
fins.  “  My  people  doth  not  confider,  ”  a 
was  the  complaint  exhibited  againft  If- 
rael  of  old  ;  and  this  is  fpoken  of  as  the 
reafon,  or  caufe,  of  all  their  fins  and  mil- 
carriages  in  general.  To  this  it  is  attri¬ 
buted,  that  they  were  fuch  a  “  finful 
nation,  a  people  laden  with  iniquity. 

In  which  paffage  it  is  implied,  that  had  , 
they  properly  confidered  of  God  and 
their  ways,  they  could  not  have  been 
fuch  a  finful  people.  Confideration  will 
either  prevent  men  from  falling  into  a 
courfe  and  habit  of  fin  ;  or,  after  they 
are  fallen  into  fuch  a  courfe,  be  a  means 
of  reforming  them.  And  hence  it  is, 
that  we  are  fo  frequently  admonifhed  in 
fcripture,  to  think  on  our  ways,  what 
we  are  about,  and  to  what  our  doings 
tend.  And  in  many  pafTages  of  fcripture, 
a  connexion  is  plainly  implied,  between 
confideration  and  amendment ;  as  if  the 
latter  of  courfe  followed  the  former. 

Thus  the  Pfalmift  in  the  text,  “  I  thought 
on  my  ways,  and  turned^ tc.  So  it  is  faid 
(Ezek.  chap.  1 8.)  concerning  the  wicked 
man,  That  “  becaufe  he  conftdereth ,  and 
tumeth  away  from  all  his  tranfgreflions , 

• — he  fhall  furely  live.  ”  It  is  here  im¬ 
plied,  not  only  that  confideration  is,  in 
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SBRM  the  natural  order  of  things,  antecedent 
XIL  to  repentance  and  amendment,  but  that 
"  ^  ^  is  conducive  thereto,  as  a  means  :  So 

that  when  a  finner  becomes  thoughtful 
and  confiderate,  he  is  in  a  lair  and  hope¬ 
ful  way  to  be  reformed.  It  may  natu¬ 
rally  be  expected,  that  having  thought 
on  his  ways,  he  will  now  ceafe  to  do  e-  \ 
vil,  and  learn  to  do  well.  This  is  the 
nianifelt  fcope  of  many  palTages  of  ferip- 
ture,  which  it  will  not  be  neceffary  par¬ 
ticularly  to  refer  to. 

But  it  will  be  proper  to  be  a  little 
more  diflinft  in  explaining  and  proving 
this  fuppofed  connexion  between  think¬ 
ing  on  our  ways,  and  turning  our  feet 
unto  God’s  teftimonies.  And  a  little  at- 
.  tention  to  the  point,  will,  I  fuppofe, 
make  it  fufliciently  evident,  that  there  is 
indeed  fuch  a  connexion  between  thefe 


things. 

The  chief,  governing  principles  in 
human  nature,  (  exclulive  of  worldly 
lulls  and  paffions)  are  reafon,confcience. 
gratitude,  fear,  and  hope.  Now  ferious 
confideration,  or  thinking  on  our  ways, 
as  this  was  explained  in  a  preceeding 
difeourfe,  has  a  dire  ft  tendency  to  a- 
waken  all  thefe  principles  into  aft,  and 
make  them  operate  together  to  the  pro- 
dnftion  of  Inch  an  dlecl  in  us,  I  mean 


our 
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our  reformation.  While  we  are  thought-  SERM 
lefs,  they  lie  dormant  in  us,  or  at  leaft  XII. 
they  are  not  properly  directed.  But 
confideration  awakens  and  regulates 
them,'  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  our  a- 
mendment  can  hardly  fail  to  be  the  con- 
fequence  thereof. 

To  begin  with  the  former  of  thefe 
principles,  reason.  All  vice  and  ir~ 
religion  are  doubtlefs  contrary  to  reafon ; 
piety  and  virtue  agreeable  thereto.  And 
if  fo,  when  a  reasonable  creature  confi- 
ders,  and  this  faculty  is  awakened,  it  is 
naturally  conducive  to  pious  and  virtu¬ 
ous  practice.  Thofe  who  are  thought- 
lefs  and  inconfiderate,  do  not  really 
know  how  unreafonable  their  practices 
are  ;  and  therefore  rufh  blindly  on  in  fin, 
without  check  or  bridle.  But  he  that 
thinks  on  his  ways,  fees  the  folly  and 
madnefs  of  vice  ;  and  knows  how  it  be¬ 
comes  him  to  act.  His  reafon,  which 
was  before  inoperative,  and  alleep,  be¬ 
ing  now  roufed  up,  will  perform  its 
proper  function.  And  one  Would  think 
it  impoffible  for  a  man  to  ad  unreafona- 
bly  in  the  adual  exercife  of  reafon,  as 
every  one  is,  while  he  thinks  on  his 
ways  in  the  manner  fuppofed. 

Conscience  and  reafon  are  foneat 
akin  to  each  other,  that  they  can  hardly 

be 
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BERM  be  feparated,  tho’  they  do  not  dignify 
XII*  exactly  the  fame  tiling.  Confidence  irrv- 
plies  in  it  a  certain  moral  fenfe,  or  in-* 
ternal  feeling,  of  right  and  wrong,  vir¬ 
tue  ana  vice,  in  lome  ienfe  diftinct  from 
mere  reafon.  This,  however,  is  not  al¬ 
ways  awake  ;  or  rather  it  is  generally 
,  afleep  in  vicious  men  ;  and  fometimes 
“  feared  as  with  an  hot  iron  ;  ”  fo  that 
very  profligate  and  abandoned  finners, 
are  faid  tobe  “  pad  feeling.”  Whenever 
it  is  awake,  or  in  exercife,  it  is  a  power¬ 
ful  principle  of  aCtion  ;  and  will  not  fuf- 
fer  a  man  to  do  amifs,  without  the  moft 
bitter  reproaches.  Now  it  is  by  means 
of  reflexion,  and  confideration,  that  the 
confcencies  of  tinners  are  alarmed,  and 
put  upon  exerting  their  proper  authority. 
And  whenever  they  do  fo,  they  are  pro¬ 
ductive  of  a  reformation,  at  lead  in  feme 
degree.  A  firmer,  whofe  conference  is 
duly  awakened  by  thinking  on  the  evil 
and  danger  of  his  ways,  cannot  at  the 
lame  time,  commit  iniquity  with  grea- 
■  dinefs  ;  but  will  of  courfe  be  defirous  to- 
reform  Ins  ways ;  which  defire  is  itfelf 
the  beginning  of  a  reformation  in  him. 
Nor  will  fuch  a  perfon  “  turn  again  to 
“  folly,”  unlefs  his  confcience  is,  by 
forae  means  or  other  lulled  to  deep  again. 
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Moreover  :  Serious  confideration  SERM 

has  a  natural  tendency  to  awaken  our  i _ ..’_j 

gratitude  to  God  for  hisgoodnefs, 
forbearance  and  ldng-fuffering,  and  fo  to 
lead  us  to  repentance.  Thoughtlefs  fin* 
ners  have  no  proper  conception  of  the 
goodnefs  and  mercy  of  God,  daily  ex¬ 
tended  towards  them  ;  nor  know  how 
bafe  and  difingenuous  theii  conduct  is 
with  regard  to  him.  But  w hen  a  man 
thinks  ferioully  on  his  ways,  he  will  be 
aihamed,  yea  even  confounded,  that  he 
has  fo  abufed  the  goodnefs  of  God,  and 
made  fo  ill  a  return  to  him  for  his  mer¬ 
cies.  He  will  be  almoft  aftonifhed,  that 
God  has  beenfo  patient  and  kind  to  one, 
who  has  dclerved  lo  ill  at  his  hands  5  and 
not  con  fumed  him  in  his  hot  difpleafure. 

And  when  a  perfon  is,  by  reflexion, 
brought  to  fuch  a  juft  and  ingenuous 
fenfe  of  things,  it  will  naturally  lead  him 
to  amend  his  ways.  He  will  be  power¬ 
ful  incited  to  make  fome  returns  to  God, 
anfwerable  to  the  obligations  he  has  been 
laid  under  ;  and  t,o  devote  his  future  life 
to  the  honor  and  fervice  of  his  divine 
be  nefactor.  If  the  laft  fpark  of  ingenui¬ 
ty  is  not  quite  extinguifhed  in  us,  ferious 
confideration  will  not  fail  to  awaken  it, 
and  being  awakened,  it  will  certainly 
have  fome  good  effect  upon  our  beha¬ 
viour.  Again : 
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SERM  Again  :  Serious  confideration  has  a 
natural  tendency  to  awaken  our  fears3 
to  excite  in  finners  a  juft  apprehenfion 
ot  the  wrath  to  come,  and,  thereby,  to 
reform  them.  Thofe  who  do  not  think 
do  not  fear  God’s  difpleafure,  how  much 
reaion  fo  ever  they  may  have  for  it. 
But  when  finners  reflect  feriouily  on  their 
ways,  they  cannot  but  fee  that  they  are 
expofed  to  the  wrath  of  God,  and  know 
that  they  muft  finally  experience  the 
dieadful  effects  of  it,  except  they  repent, 
and  turn  their  feet  unto  his  teftiraonies. 
Now  when  a  man  has  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
mifery  oi  his  condition,  in  being  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  God’s  difpleafure,  and  fees  the 
danger  he  is  in  of  being  condemned  in 
the  judgment  of  the  great  day ;  this  will 
make  him  anxious  to  fly  from  the  wrath 
to  come.  A  juft  fear  being  thus  excited 
in  him,  it  will  be  morally  impofllble  for 
him  to  perfeverc  in  his  vicious  courfes. 
All  men  dread  mifery ;  and  not  only 
dread,  but  endeavour  to  avoid  it,  when 
they  plainly  fee  they  are  in  danger.  And 
this  principle  of  fear,  will  operate  at 
leaft  as  powerfully  in  the  concernments 
of  religion,  when  a  man  really  fees,  or 
believes  his  danger,  as  it  does  in  thofe 
of  a  temporal  and  worldly  nature.  So 
that  if  a.  man  be  a  fpeculative  believer  of 
u :  '  '  the 


conducive  to  Reformation.  349 

the  holy  fcriptures,  which  is  here  all  a-  SERM 
long  taken  for  granted,  he  rauft  needs  j 
be  afraid,  when  he  thinks  of  his  1ms  ; 
and  be  follicitous  to  efcape  the  perdition 
threatned. 

Moreover :  Conlideration  will  ferve 
to  awaken  the  hopes,  as  well  as  the 
fears  of  wicked  men.  A  tho’tlefs  linner  is 
unaffected  with  the  bleffed  promifes  of 
the  gofpel ;  and  no  more  defires  the  Sal¬ 
vation  of  it,  than  he  fears  the  destruction 
which  it  threatens.  But  conlideration, 
at  the  fame  time  that  excites  fear  in 
wicked  men,  alio  awrakens  in  them  a 
defire  of  obtaining  an  intereft  in  God’s 
favour,  that  they  may  be  happy  here¬ 
after.  And  the  hope  hereof  will  operate 
in  conjunction  with  the  fear  of  the  con¬ 
trary  ;  both  tending  to  lead  the  linner 
to  repentance. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  thinking  on  our 
ways  is  naturally  conducive  to  repen¬ 
tance  and  reformation,  as  it  tends  to  a- 
waken  and  rouze  the  chief,  governing 
principles  in  human  nature  ;  and  make 
them,  operate  conjunct ly  to. that  end. 
Reafon,  confcience,  gratitude,  fear  and 
hope,  are,  by  means  of  ferious  reflexion, 
properly  directed,  and  put  into  aCtion  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  it  may  be  naturally 
expeCled,  a  reformation  will  be  the  con- 

fequence : 
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SERM  feqaence  :  Whereas,  while  iinners  re- 
Xil.  main  thoughtlefs,  thefe  principles  can 
have  no  fuck  eiecil. 

Th  ere  are  indeed,  other  principles 
•  in  human  nature,  which  will  in  lb  me 
meafure  countered  thefe,  tending'  to 
©bftruct  them  in  their  operation,  and  to 
prevent  that  good  effect  which  has  been 
fpoken  of  ;  I  mean  our  fenfual  and 
■worldly -paffions.  For  “  the  fpirit  lufl- 
eth  a  gain  ft  theffefh,  and  the  fielh  againft 
the  fpirit ;  and  thefe  two  are  contrary 
one  to  the  other.  ”  We  all  of  us  u  fee 
a  law  in  our  members,  warring  againft 
the  law  of  out  minds,  ”  and  too  often 
“  bringing  us  into  captivity  to  the  law 
of  fin.  ”  Yea,  this  la  w  of  fin  that  is  in 
our  members,  is  fo  powerful,  that  it  will 
finally  prevail  over  r-eafon  and  confid¬ 
ence,  hope  and  fear,  and  every  good 
natural  principle,  if  we  are  left  intirely 
to  ourfelves.  And,  therefore,  nothing 
which  has  been  faid  above,  concerning 
'  the  natural  tendency  of  thinking  on  our 
ways,  to  reform  us,  rauft  be  underftood 
to  mean,  that  it  will  ever  actually  pro¬ 
duce  this  effect,  without  the  Spirit  and 
grace  of  God  concurring, 

It  is  an  undoubted  truth,  and  dodrine 
of  feripture,  that  tinners,  how  much  fo- 
ever  they  may  think  on  their  ways,  do 

not 
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not  obtain  a  victory  over  their  lulls,  SERM 
merely  by  their  own  power,  but  only  XII.  ^ 
thro’  God,  working  in  and  With  them ;  ^ 
or  thro’  “  lancftiftcation  of  the  Spirit  unto 
obedience.”  In  conformity  to,  and  con- 
fi hence  with,  which  important  doctrine, 
whatever  has  been  laid  above,  is  to  be 
under  hood.  Nor  are  thele  things  incon- 
fiflent  with  each  other.  Altho’  we  are 
not  able,  as  of  ourfelves,  to  do  any  thing 
to  purpofe  in  religion ■;  yet  it  may  be 
true,  that  thinking  on  our  ways  is  a  ne- 
cellary  hep  to  reformation,  and  a  natu¬ 
ral  means  thereof.  It  may  be  a  real 
means  hereof,  and  conducive  to  this  end, 
altho’  it  be  not  fuch  a  one,  as  will  take 
effeft,  or  be  effectual  to  that  end,  with¬ 
out  the  bleffing  of  God.  And  we  have 
great  reafon  from  fcripturc,  to  hope  that, 
when  ever  wicked  men  are  led  ferioully 
to  reflet  on  their  ways,  and  are  heartily 
delirous  of  amending  them,  God  will 
gracioully  afford  them  all  the  affiftance 
neceffary  hereto,  fo  that  the  event  fhall  be, 
their  faving  converfion  to  him.  Being 
thus  awakened  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  fin 
and  danger,  and  being  fenfible  of  their 
own  depravity  and  weaknefs,  they  will 
of  courfe,  implore  the  grace  and  affiftance 
of  God’s  Spirit,  in  order  to  the  mortify¬ 
ing  of  their  earthly  members,  and  the  re- 
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SERM  novation  of  their  hearts.  And  our  blef- 
_1,  ,  £ed  Saviour  has  declared,  that  God  will 
.  the  h°ly  Spirit  to  them  that  aik 

him.  So  that  there  is  a  plain  probabili¬ 

ty,  that  thofe  who  think  ferioufly  on 
their  ways,  will  eventually  turn  their  feet 
unto  God’s  tefiimonies  ;  and  that  He 
who  has  begun  a  good  work  in  them, 
will  perfect  it  unto  the  da}7  of  Chrift. 

Those  who  have  been  awakened  into 
a  fenfe  of  their  fins,  and  who  now  think  ' 
ferioufly  on  their  ways,  may  reafonably 
take  fome  encouragement  from  what  has 
been  difcourfedabove.  They  have  great 
caufe  of  thankfulnefs  to  God,  that  they 
have  been  rouzed  from  a  fate  of  thought- 
lefs  fecurity,  by  whatever  means  this  has 
been  done,;  and  that  they  have  at  length 
fome  concern  about  their  eternal  falva- 
tion.  This  is  a  hopeful  fymptom  •  it  is 
a  token  for  good  to  them  ;  and  may  pro¬ 
bably  be  followed  by  a  throrough  con- 
verfion  from  fin  to  God. 

But  whatever  probability  there  may 
be  hereof,  it  muff  be  allowed,  there  is 
no  certainty.  Tho’  fuch  perfons  feem 
not  to  be  far  from  the  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven,  they  may  yet  never  enter  into  it. 
Sinners  are  not,  by  being  thus  brought 
to  think  on  their  ways,  or  even  by  refor¬ 
ming  them  in  fome  degree,  put  beyond 

the 
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the  polfibility  and  danger  of  a  relapfe,  ^ERM 
and  lo  of  finally  mifcarrying.  They  have 
.ground  for  hope,  but  none  for  confi.-  ‘ 
deuce  or  prefumption.  It  is  fuppofed, 
or  rather  plainly  aflerted,  in  the  holy 
fcriptures,  that  1‘ome  who  are  awakenbd 
to  a  great  concern  about  their  fins,  and 
.fpiritual  Hate,  who  begin  hopefully,  and 
do  many  things  gladly,  become  carelefs 
.and  inconfiderate  again  after  a  time  ;  and 
return  to  their  former  finful  courfes.  It 
is  faid  of  fome,  that  their  goodnefs  is  as 
the  morning  cloud,  and  early  dew,  that 
foon  paffeth  away.  Some  of  thofe,  who 
are  faid  to  have  efcaped  the  corruptions 

that  are  in  the  world,  thro’  the  know- 

*  *  - 

ledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  are  fuppofed  to  be  again  entang- 
.led,  and  overcome  by  them  :  Who  are 
compared  to  the  “  dog  returning  to  his 
vomit”;  and  “  the  fow  that  was  wafhed, 
to  her  wallowing  in  the  mire.  ”  It  is 
fuppofed,  that  thofe  may  fall  away,  who 
have  once  been  enlightened,  and  have 
tailed  the  heavenly  gift,  and  the  powers 
of  the  wrorld  to  come  ;  yea,  thofe  that 
have  in  fome  meafure  and  manner,  been 
“  made  partakers  of  the  holy  Gholt 
Our  Saviour,  in  his  parable  of  the  fower, 
fpeaks  of  fome,  who  receive  the  word 
with-joy;  but  vet  endure  only  for  a  time, 
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SERM  being  by  and  by  offended,  when  tcmp- 
XII*  tations  and  trials  come.  And  fuch  apof- 
tates  as  thefe,  often,  if  not  always,  be¬ 
come  more  hardened  and  profligate  than 
ever  they  were.  So  that  the  apoftle  fays, 
it  had  been  better  for  them  not  to  have 
known  the  way  of  life,  than  thus  to  de¬ 
part  from  the  holy  commandment  deli¬ 
vered  to  them.  And  it  is  of  fuch  perfons, 
that  thofe  remarkable  words  of  our  Savi¬ 
our  are  commonly  interpreted,  (Luke 
x  1 1  )  “  When  the  unclean  fpirit  is  gone 
out  of  a  man,  he  walketh  thro’  dry  pla¬ 
ces,  feeking  reft  :  And  finding  none, 
he  faith,  I  will  return  unto  my  houfe, 
whence  I  came  out.  And  when  he  com- 
eth,  he  findeth  it  fvvept  and  garnifhed.— • 
Then  goeth  he  and  taketh  with  him  fe- 
ven  other  fpirits  more  wicked  than  him- 
felf :  And  they  enter  in,  and  dwell  there. 
yinci  the  latter  ft  ate  of  that  man  is  nvarfe 
than  the  firft.  ” 

I  would  qualify  what  has  been  faid 
in  the  former  part  of  this  difcourfe,  by 
reminding  you  of  thefe  reprefentations 
in  the  holy  fcriptures  ;  which  ftiow  the 
■  poflibility  and  danger  of  awakened  fln- 
ners,  yea,  of  paitially  reformed  ones, 
returning,  after  a  time,  to  their  vicious 
courfes  ;  and  dying  at  laft  in  their  ini¬ 
quities.  I  do  not,  however,  fay  thefe 

things 
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things  with  a  defign  to  throw  any  need-  SERM 
lefs  difcouragements  in  the  way  of  thofe,  XII. 
who  are  become  thoughtful,  and  are 
ferioufly  concerned  about  their  falvation: 

God  forbid  !  By  fuggefting  their  dan¬ 
ger  to  them,  I  mean  to  keep  them  from 
prefumption  ;  to  excite  them  to  great 
watchfulnefs,  and  diligence  in  working 
out  their  falvation  :  Left  becoming  fe- 
cure  by  degrees,  they  fhould  fall  away, 
thro’  the  temptations  of  this  evil  world, 
and  the  devices  of  Satan  ;  becoming 
more  hardened  and  abandoned  than  e  ver, 
inftead  of  being  eventually  the  better 
for  their  prefent  concern  about  their  fpi- 
ritual  ftate. 

But,  beloved,  we  would  hope  “  bet¬ 
ter  things  of  you,  and  things  that  ac¬ 
company  falvation,  tho’  we  thus  fpeak.” 

There  is  ground  of  hope  concerning 
thofe  of  you,  who  now  think*  ferioufly 
on  your  ways,  tho’  you  are  not  out  of 
danger.  It  becomes  you  both  to  watch 
and  to  pray,  that  you  enter  not  into 
temptation.  Depend  not  too  much  on 
your  own  ftrength  ;  but  look  up  to  God 
for  his  grace  and  affiftance,  in  an  humble 
fenfe  of  your  wcaknefs.  It  is  He  only, 
that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling,  and 
finally  to  prefent  you  before  his  glorious 
prefence  with  exceeding  joy.  If  you 
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SERM  fee k  him  with  your  whole  heart,,  he  will 
XU’  be  found  of  you :  He  will  afford  you  all 
needed  meafures  of  his  grace  and  Spirit, 
for  your  fanftification,  and  prefcrvation 
in  the  way  of  life  and  falvation.  But  if 
you  forfake  him,  and  become  carelefs 
•  and  thoughtlefs  of  the  things  that  belong 
to  your  peace,  he  will  alfo  forfake  you, 
and  give  you  up  to  your  own  hearts 
luft.  Take  heed,  that  you  do  not  lofe 
thofe  ferious  impreffions,  which  you 
are  now,  any  of  you,,  under.  How  fad 
would  be  your  frate  and  condition,  if 
you  fhould  return  to  fin  and  folly,  after 
being  in  fuch  a  hopeful  way  to  obtain 
the  falvation  of  vour  fouls !  You  doubt- 

%s  ^  ^  -  '  _p  t 

lefs  now  look  with  fome  degree  of  pity 
on  all  thofe,  who  appear  to  have  no  con¬ 
cern  about  their  fins,  and  their  eternal 
intereft,  if  there  are  any  fuch  amongft 
us-  at  this  time.  They  are  indeed  ob¬ 
jects  of  pity.  But  if  you  }rourfelves, 
after  being  thus  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of 
your  fin  and  danger,  fhould  grow  fecure, 
and  give  yourfelves  up  to  work  iniquity, 
your  cafe  would  be  then  more  fad  and 
defperate  than  their’s  is  at  prefent.  There 
would  then  be  hardly  any  hopes  of  your 
“  being  renewed  again  unto  repentance.’' 
Good  impreffions  loft,  ufually  leave  the 
heart  more  callous  and  hardened  than  it 

was 
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was  at  firft,  before  thofeimpreflions  were  S^RM 
made  on  it.  Work  out  your  lalvation, 
therefore,  with  fear  and  trembling :  And  V"'"v 
may  God,  of  his  infinite  mercy /work 
in  you,  and  in  all  of  us,  that  which  is 
wellpleafing  in  his  light,  thro’ JefusChrift 
our  Lord  ;  to  whom  be  glory  lor  ever 
and  ever.  Amen. 

i 

I  have  now  done  with  the  third  ge¬ 
neral  head  of  difcourfe,  propofed  to  be 
fpoken  to  :  Having  fhown  the  reafona- 
blenefs  and  necellity  of  thinking  on  our 
ways,  together  with  the  tendency  here¬ 
of  to  reform  them.  A  recapitulation  of 
the  whole,  with  fome  reflexions  on  the 
fubjedt,  and  on  the  late  alarming  vifita- 
tions  of  Divine  Providence,  was  propo¬ 
fed  as  the  conclulion.  But  thefe  things 
mull  be  the  bufinefs  of  another  difcourfe ; 
there  being  hardly  time  for  them  at 
prefent. 
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The  recapitulatory  and  concluding 
Difcourfe  :  Wherein  are  fome 
Reflexions  on  thofe  alarmingDif- 
penfations  of  Providence,  which 
gave  Occafion  to  treat  this  Sub¬ 
ject  with  filch  Extent. 

'  OQOOOOOOOOOOQOOOOOOOOO 

PSALM  CXIX,  59,  do. 

2  s  22  OU  G  U  T*  an  my  ways,  and  turned 
my  feet  unto  thy  tejlimanies  : 

2  MADE  hafte,  and  delayed  not  to  keep 
thy  commandments . 

✓  *•  * 

SERM  when;  firft  entered  on  this  fnbjecl, 
XIII.  »  *  1  intimated  to  you,  that  I  intend¬ 

ed,  by  the  will  of  God,  to  handle 
it  pretty  largely  ;  becaufe  I  thought  it 
particularly  feafonablc,  and  might  pro¬ 
bably  b»  ufefiil  at  this  time.  I  have  now 
almoft  finifbed  what  I  propofed.  It  llill 
remains,  however,  to  apply  the  fubject 
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more 

done, 


I  mean,  the  late  alarming  diipeniauons 


of  providence.  But  as  it  is  fome  confi- 
derable  time  fince  I  enter’d  on  the  fub- 
jeot;  I  (hall  beg  leave  firft  to  refrefli  your 
memories  by  recapitulating  the  principal 
matters  which  have  been  fo  largely  hand¬ 
led  ;  that  fo,  by  the  bleffing  of  God, 
when  I  am  difmiiling  the  fubjeft,  I  may 
leave  the  fubftance  of  the  whole  1m- 
prelTed  on  your  minds  and  confidences. 

You  will  pleafe  to  remember  then, 
that  the  fubjedt  has  been  handled  under 
three  general  heads,  each  of  which  has 
been  branched  into  feveral  particulars. 

The  first  of  thefe  general  heads 
was,  To  Ihow  the  great,  yea  infinite  im¬ 
portance,  of  turning  our  feet  unto  God’s 
teftimonies,  and  keeping  his  command¬ 
ments.  And  this  appears  evident  from 
the  fe 
on  in 
gener; 
and  g 
domir 
upon 
denur 
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^vfrf  greffors  :  From  the  great  and  precious 

A111'  P™miles  oi  gofpel,  made  to  thofe 
who  turn  at  God’s  reproof :  And  laftty, 
rrom  a  confideration  of  that  aftonifhinV 
method  which  God  has  proieded  for  our 
falvation  from  fin  and  death,  it  is  cer- 
tainty  a  matter  of  infinite  importance  to 
us,  to  reverence  and  obey  the  great  Lord 
of  heaven  and  earth,  in  whofe  hand  our 
bieatn  is,  and  wnofe  are  ail  our  ways. 
Xt  infinitely  concerns  fanners  to  fly  from 
.the  . wrath  to  come,  that  wrath  of  God, 
which  is  revealed  from  heaven  againff 
all.  ungodiinels  and  unrighteoufnefs  of 
men,  and  revealed  in  language  fo  full  of 
terror.  Is  it.  not  of  infinite  importance 
to  us,  to  obtain. an  intereft  in  the  bleffed 
promifes  of  the  gofpel,  the  promifes  of 
pardon  and  eternal  life  i  And  it  muff 
needs  give  us  a  deeper  fenfe  of  this  im¬ 
portance,  if  we  confider  the  Son  of  God 
as: coming  down  from  heaven,  and  fuf- 
fering  and  dying  for  our  falvation.  The 
Tirft  point  is;  I  fuppofe,  fufHciently  con¬ 
firmed  and  illuitrated  by  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  which  were  diflmcfly  enlarged  on 
in  their  order. 

The  second  general  head  of  dif- 
eourie  was,  To  fhovv  the  vaft' importance 
of  making  bajle  tp  keep  God’s  command¬ 
ments,  and  the. extreme  folly  and  danger 
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of  delaying  it.  Human  life  is  fliort  and  SE  M 
uncertain :  fo  that  we  cannot  depend  up- 
on  any  future  opportunity  to  make  our 
peace  with  God,  if  we  neglect  the  pre- 
lent.  But  if  we  were  certain  of  another, 
yet  delay  will  render  the  work  of  refor¬ 
mation  more  difficult  and  painful.  The 
pleafures  attending  a  religious  and  virtu¬ 
ous  life,  are  far  fuperior  to  thofe  of  fin 
and  folly  ;  and  the  fooner  we  begin  to 
fear  and  ferve  God,  the  fooner  fhall  we 
begin  to  be  truly  happy.  The  greater 
alfo  will  be  our  progrefs  towards  chrif- 
tain  perfection,  and  the  greater  our  re¬ 
ward  in  heaven.  Piety  and  virtue  are 
peculiarly  amiable  in  youth  ;  and  we 
fhall  do  much  more  honor  to  God  and 
our  Redeemer  by  an  early,  than  by  a  late 
repentance.  To  delay,  is  the  bafeft  in¬ 
gratitude.  It  is  alfo  fuch  daring  impiety, 
that  we  may  well  fear,  God  will  utterly 
withdraw  his  holy  Spirit  from  thofe,  who 
continue  long  in  their  fins ;  giving  them 
up  to  their  own  hearts  luff,  and  leaving 
them  to  treafure  up  unto  themfelves 
wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath.  Thefe 
arguments  were  enlarged  upon  in  feven 
difcourfes  ;  and  all  who  duly  confider 
them,  muff:  needs  acknowledge  the  im¬ 
portance  of  making  hajle  to  keep  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  God, 
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^yttt^  *^HE  third  general  head  of  difcourfe 
AiU,t  was,  Tofhow  the  reafonablenefs  oithink- 
'  “  ing  °n  our  ways ,  together  with  the  necef- 
fity  and  condudvenefs  hereof,  to  a  re¬ 
formation  of  them.  We  cannot  better 
employ  thole  rational  faculties  which 
God  has  given  us,  than  by  thinking  fe* 
rioufly  of  our  own  ways ;  by  reflecting, 
what  manner  of  life  we  have  lived  ;  what 
our  religious  ftate  is ;  what  we  have  to 
hope,  or  what  to  fear,  in  the  way  and 
courfe  we  are  in  at  prefent.  Certainly 
fuch  thoughts  and  inquiries  become 
us,  as  we  are  reafonable  creatures,  made 
for  virtue  and  religion,  and  are  to  be 
happy  or  miferable  in  another  world,  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  behaviour  in  this.  Unlefs 
we  think  on  thefe  things,  we  fhall  think 
only  of  fuch  as  are  vain  and  trifling  in 
comparifon  of  them.  ’Till  we  thus  think 
on  our  ways,  it  will  be  impoffible  for  us 
to  a  mend  them,  how  much  foever  they 
may  need  reforming.  And,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  we  properly  reflect  on  our" 
ways,  there  is  ground  to  hope,  that  we 
fhall  adually  turn  our  feet  unto  God’s 
teftimonies  ;  the  former  naturally  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  latter.  Thefe  things  were 

•  particularly  considered  in  the  three  laft 

•  difcourfes. 

Thus 
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Thus  I  have  given  you  a  brief,  fum-  SERM 
mary  view  of  the  manner,  in  which  this  XIIl. 
fubjeft  has  been  handled :  And  fhall  now 
dole  it  with  fome  general  reflexions  and 
exhortations  ;  not  omitting  to  take  no¬ 
tice  of  thofe  difpenfations  of  divine  pro¬ 
vidence,  which  were  the  occafion  of  my 
treating  the  fubject  fo  largely  at  this  time. 

It  is  ftrange  that  any  Ihouldbe  tho’t- 
lefs  about  their  fpiritual  ftate,  and  their 
eternal  intereft,  confidering  how  many 


things  daily  occur  to  rouze  us  to  ferious 
reflexion  on  them.  We  do  not  live  a 
Angle  day,  without  having  admonitions 
of  one  kind  or  other,  to  this  end.  The 
whole  vifible  creation,  which  proclaims 
the  perfections  and  glory  of  God,  and 
reminds  us  of  our  dependence  on  him, 
is  an  inceflant,  unwearied  monitor  to  us. 
The  fun,  moon  and  flars  preach  to  us, 
night  and  day :  And  the  mofl  common 
events  of  providence,  are  inftruCtive  and 
monitory.  In  which  refped,  “  Wifdom 
“  crieth  without,  fhe  uttereth  her  voice 
in  the  ftreets :  She  crieth  in  the  chief 
“  place  of  concourfe,  in  the  opening  of 
“  the  gates ;  in  the  city  fhe  uttereth  her 
“  words,  faying,  How  long,  ye  Ample 
“  ones,  will  ye  love  fimplicity  ?  and  the 
“  fcorners  delight  in  their  fcorning,  and 
“  fools  hate  knowledge  t  ” 


We 
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irnr  n,  VEr  are  ^  more  explicitly  admoni- 

v ",  ° ^  0111  C^uty  by  rhe  holy  fcripturess 

which  we  have  in  our  hands.  Thefe 
facred  oracles,  to  be  fure,  are  profitable 
ior  dodtrinc,  for  reproof,  for  corredfion, 
and  inflrudlion  in  righteoufnefs.  So 
that  while  we  have  the  written  word  of 
God,  yea,  while  the  world  flandeth,  and 
the  courfe  of  nature  is  maintained,  we 
can  never  want  admonitions  to  think  of 
God,  and  of  our  ways,  and  to  keep  his 
commandments.  How  inexcufable  are 
we,  if  we  disregard  them,  and  let  them  - 
admonifh  us  in  vain  ! 


But  befides  thefe  conftant  monitors  ; 
befides  this  word,  and  thefe  works  of 
God,  which  preach  uninterruptedly  and 
uniformly  to  the  world,  from  age  to 
age ;  befides  thefe,  I  fay,  there  are  ma- 
ny  particular  difpenfations  of  providence 
towards  ourfelves,  which  ought  in  rea- 
fon  to  awaken  us  to  a  ferious  fenfe  of 
religion,  and  which,  being  difregarded, 
leave  us  the  more  inexcufable.  All  the 
iignal  mercies  and  bleflings  which  God 
bellows  upon  us,  are  admonitions  to  re¬ 
member,  to  love  him,  and  to  keep  his 
commandments.  And  all  the  afiMions, 
with  which  he  exercifeth  us  in  the 
courfe  of  his  providence,  are  alfo  moni¬ 
tory  in  their  nature  and  defign.  Indeed 
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the  holy  fcriptures  more  frequently  re- 
prefent  ufflicl ions  and  calamities,  us  de  ^  ^  ^ ^ 
figned  to  awaken  and  reform  us,  than 
they  do  the  outward  bleflings  and  fmiles 
of  providence.  In  this  light  we  opguf. 
to  look  upon  ficknefs,  pains,  Ioffes  and 
difappointments,  and  all  kinds  of  world¬ 
ly  adverfity  in  general.  1  ney  are  the 
eorredtions  and  chafiifements  oi  divine 
providence  ;  defigned  to  bring  us  to  a 
l'enfe  of  our  fins  ;  to  wean  out  affections 
from  this  world,  and  to  make  us  feek 
our  happinefs  in  God,  and  his  fervice. 

W  e  are  all  in  common  admonilhed,  in 
thefe  feveral  ways,  to  think  on  God  and 
our  duty,  and  to  turn  our  feet  unto  his 
teltimonies  y  by  his  works  which  we 
daily  behold  ;  by  his  word  ;  by  his  mer¬ 
cies,  and  by  his  chaftening  hand.  But 
there  are  fome  other  visitations  of  provi¬ 


dence  of  a  mixed  nature,  fo  that  we  can 
hardly  tell  whether  they  ought  to  be 
called  mercies  or  affliblions  ;  which  arc 
yet  plainly  monitory  in  their  defig n  ; 
loud  calls  to  think  on,  and  to  amend  our 
ways.  I  have  here  more  particularly 
in  view,  the  date  earthquakes,  which 
were  the  more  immediate  occafion  ot 
thefe  difeourfes. 

When  we  confider  the  terror  and 
amazement  that  earthquakes  naturally 

'  '  bring 
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SfmM  IJrinSLwit'1  <hem,  even  tho’  the  harm 
_,*  ■  on<2  by  them  may  be  inconsiderable, we 
can  hardly  help  looking  on  them  as  the 
judgments  of  heaven,  at  leaft  as  intima¬ 
tions  of  God’s  righteous  difpleaftire,  and 
warnings  from  him.  The  earthquakes 
which  lately  Shook  this  part  of  the  con¬ 
tinent,  were  not  productive  of  any  great 
'•catastrophe,  as  fometimes  happens ;  but 
they  occasioned  a  general  terror  ;  and 
indeed,  we  had,  in  the  time  of  them, 
great  reafon  to  apprehend  fatal  confe* 
quences  from  them.  God  hereby  threat-^ 
ned  us,  and  put  us  in  fear  :  his  hand 
was  apparently  lifted  up,  tho’  he  did  not 
Strike  the  awful  blow,  which  feemed 
coming  upon  us.  And  when  we  reflect, 
that  our  lives  w'ere  preferved  in  this  time 
of  visible  danger  ;  that  we  were  only 
alaimed,  not  destroyed,  but  delivered 
from  threatned  ruin  ;  the  visitations,  in 
this  refpect,  Seem  kind,  favourable  and 
merciful :  And  the  more  fo,  when  we 
consider  the  great  deflations  lately 
wrought  by  earthquakes  in  fome  other 
places.*  When  we  lay  all  circumstances 
together,  fome  people  may  polfibly  be 
in  doubt,  whether  we  ought  to  consider 
thefe  visitations  as  judgments,  or  as  mer¬ 
cies  ;  whether  we  have  more  reafon  to 

*  Lifeon,  and  fome  parts  of  Africa. 
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humble  ourl  elves,  as  being  under  the  SERM 
frowns  of  divine  providence,  or  to  rc  YTTT- 


joice  and  be  thankful,  on  account  of  our  ~ 
prefervation,  when  we  were  in  fuch 
apparent  danger. 

Which  of  thefe  would  be  the  jufter 
fentiment  of  the  two,  I  will  not  be  very 
pofitive  ;  nor  is  it  neceffary  to  determine 
that  point.  We  have  plainly,  on  one 
hand,  great  reafon  to  humble  ourfelves 
under  thefe  alarming  vifitations  ;  and  to 
look  on  them  as  warnings  and  threat- 
nings  from  God,  juftly  provoked  at  our 
fins.  On  the  other  band,  we  have  a- 
bundant  caufe  for  praife  and  gratitude  to 
him,  that  be  has  mercifully  fpared  us  ; 
and  not  brought  upon  us  thedeftru&ion, 
we  had  fo  much  reafon  to  fear.  There 
is,  in  fuch-like  vifitations,  a  mixture  of 
divine  difpleafure  and  kindnefs  l  fo  that 
we  may  ling,  both  of  judgment  and 
mercy,  on  account  of  them.  However, 
I  cannot  but  think,  upon  the  whole, 
that  they  are  much  more  properly  called 
judgments,  or  manifeftations  of  God’s 
righteous  difpleafure,  than  mercies,  or 
tokens  of  his  favour  and  kindnefs.  No 
man  looks  upon  pain  and  ficknefs,where- 
by  his  life  is  endangered,  as  bleffings, 
confidered  in  themfelves  •,  tho’,  if  his 
life  is  preferved  notvvithftanding,  that  is 
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doubtlefs  a  mercy,  which  demands  his 
thanks  and  praifes  to  God.  The  ma¬ 
riner  does  not  confider  the  ttorm  and 
temped,  whereby  he  is  put  “  at  his  wit’s 

“  end,”  as  bleffings,  - or  tokens  of  God’s 

favour;  tho ,  if  he  is  laved  from,  fhip- 
,  wrack,  he  looks  on  this  as  a  mercy,  and 
giveth  God  thanks.  The  child-,  the  fer- 
vant,  thefubjedd,  look  on  the  rod,  the 
feourge,  and  ax,  fhakenatthem,  aslhown 
to  them  in  difpleafure,  not  as  marks  of 
favour  in  the  parent,  matter  and  fove- 
reign  ;  tho’  the  laying  of  them  afide, 
may  be  conttdered  as  a  token  ofkindnefs 
and  mercy.  The  application  of  thefe 
iimilitudes  to  the  point  in  hand,  is  ob¬ 
vious  and  eafy.  In  this  light,  I  fuppofe, 
we  ought  to  look  on  thefe  late  vitttati- 
ons  of  providence  ;  I  mean,  as  minatory, 
or  as  intimations  of  God’s  difpleafure  a- 
gainft  us :  But  their  palling  over,  and 
leaving  us  in  the  pofleffion  of  our  lives, 
and  the  bleffings  of  life,  as  before,  mutt: 
needs  be  acknowledged  as  a  token  of 
God’s  fatherly  goodnefs and  compaflion. 
But,  view  them  in  what  light  we  pleafe, 
we  mutt,  unlefs  we  are  mere  atheitts, 
fuppofe  the  general  delign  of  them  is,  to 
excite  us  to  a  ferious  conttderation,  and 
an  amendment  of  our  ways ;  as  loud  pro¬ 
vidential  calls  to  fear  God,  and  keep  his 
commandments.  Many 
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Many  pcrfons  among!!  us  have  doubt-  SERM 
lefs  been  put  upon  very  ferious  reflexion,  XIII. 
as  well  as  terrified,  by  thefe  vifitations ' 
of  providence.  It  would  indeed  be 
ftrange  and  unaccountable,  it  they  had 
not  had  this  effect  ;  efpecially  confider- 
ing  the  repeated  advices  we  have  lately 
had  from  abroad,  of  the  terrible  and  fa¬ 
tal  effects  of  earthquakes,  attended  with 
prodigious  agitations  and  inundations  of 
the  fea,  to  fay  nothing  of  fome  unufual 
meteors  and  appearances  in  the  heavens. 

Thefe  things  naturally  bring  to  mind,  a 
paflage  in  the  new  teflament :  “  There 
Ihall  be  figns  in  the  fun,  and  in  the 
moon,  and  in  the  liars  ;  and  upon  the 
earth  diftrefs  of  nations,  with  perplexi¬ 
ty,  the  fea  and  the  waves  roaring  ; 
men’s  hearts  failing  them  for  fear,  and 
looking  after  thofe  things  which  are 
coming  on  the  earth  ;  for  the  powers 
of  heaven  Ihall  be  fhaken.  ”  *  I  will 
not  prefume  to  fay,  that  thefe  now  pre- 
fent,  are  the  times  and  events  which  our 
Savicur  predicted  in  this  paffage.  It  has 
generally  been  fuppofed,  that  this  pre¬ 
diction  was  fulfilled  in  the  things  which 
came  to  pafs  juft  before  the  detraction 
of  Jerufaiem.  However,  to  me  it  feems 
evident, that  the  prediction  had  a  reference 
to  times  and  events  fubfequent  to  thofe, 

A  a  by 
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^  by  w^at  follows.  It  immediately  fol- 
J™Z,  lows,  “  And  then  frail  they  fee  thefon 

ot  raan  coming  in  a  cloud,  with  po  w- 
,  *  er  and  great  glory.  And  when  thefe 

things  begin  to  come  to  pafs,  then  look 
up,  and  lift  up  your  heads  ;  for  your 
redemption  draweth  nigh.  ”  'there 
has  probably  been  no  age  or  period  of 
the  world,  wherein  events  have  more 
nearly  correfponded  to  this  prophetic 
defcription,  than  the  prefent  ;  tho’  as 
■  was  intimated  before,  I  do  not  prefume 

to  fay,  that  thefe  are  the  very  times  fore¬ 
told. 

But  however  that  matter  may  be,  I 
am  almoft  confident,  that  thefe  great 
and  unufual  events,  which  have  lately 
come  to  pafs  here,  and  in  other  places, 
wall  loon  be  followed  with  fome  very 
remarkable  changes  in  the  political  and 
religious  Hate  of  the  world.  If  we  may 
judge  by  analogy,  orreafon  from  what 
has  heretofore  been,  to  what  fliall  be 
hereafter,  we  may  probably  conclude,  that 
thefe  great  commotions  in  the  natural 
world,  will  ulher  in  fome  great  revolu¬ 
tions  in  the  moral  world,  and  in  the  ftate 
or  thole  nations  and  coun  tries,  where  they 
have  happened.  There  ufually  has  been, 
and  probably  will  be,  a  kind  of  agree¬ 
ment,  or  fome  correfpondence,  between 

the 


/ 


and  Conclujicn. 


3  H 


4  ’  \Jk  • '  \ 

I  doubt  not  but  that  raoft,  or  all  of  SERM 
you,- my  brethren,  are  convinced,  that  XIII. 
it  is  of  infinite  importance  to  you  to  fear 
<3cod  arid  keep  his  commandments,  and 
to  make  your  peace  with  him.’  This 
you  muft  do  fooner  or  later,  or  elfe  perifh 
in  your  fins  at  Iaft.  And  can  you  think 
of  any  feafon,  fitter  for  it  than  the  p re- 
fent  ?  Are  you  fure  you  fhall  have  ano¬ 
ther  opportunity,  the  prefent  time  being 
negle&ed  i  No  :  You  know  not  what  a 
day,  an  hour,  a  moment,  may  bring 
forth  !  But  taking  it  for  granted,  that 
you  Ijave  many  years  to  live,  is  this  a 
good/  reafon  for  delay  ?  Will  the  necef- 
fary  work  of  reformation  beeafier  to  you, 
tefi  or  twenty  years  hence,  than  it  would 
b>e  at  prefent ?  No:  far  more  difficult. 

You  will  not  only  have  the  more  fins  to 
repent  of,  but  your  luffs  wall  gain  flrength 
by  being  fo  long  indulged.  Do  you  ex¬ 
pert  to  find  more  pleafure  in  the  Ways 
of  fin  and  folly,  than  you  would  find  in 
the  fervice  of  God,  fhould  you  now  en¬ 
ter  upon  it  ?  And  will  you  delay  for 
that  reafon  ?  Alas !  this  is  an  ahfurd 
imagination.  The  way  of  tranfgrefTors 
is  hard,  -perplexed,  full  of  trouble  and 
difcjuietude  ;  and  the  paths  of  piety  and 
Virtue  only,  are  paths  of  peace.  Are  you 
jnoft  likely  to  make  great  proficiency  in 
-  "a  ,  .  A  a  3  .  the 
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^vnr^  t'1G  *c'noo‘  wi^om  and  virtue,  by  en- 
JWlj  tcring  into  it  early  or  late  ?  Doubtlefs, 

the  foaner  you  begin  to  acquaint  your 
felves  with  God,  the  better  you  will 
know  him,  and  his  righteous  ways  ;  the 
greater  perfection  in  virtue  and  holinefs 
you  will  attain  to  here,  and  the  greater 
•  happinefs  and  glory  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  hereafter.  Thofe  who  remem¬ 
ber  their  Creator  in  the  days  of  their 
youth,  mott  honor  God,  their  Redeemer,* 
and  the  ml  elves.  It  is  to  the  laft  degree, 
bale,  ungenerous  and  fordid,  to  (pend 
that  time,  which  God  mercifully  allows 
us  (or  working  out  our  falvation,  in  (m- 
ning  again!!  him.4  This  is  alfo  iuclMm- 
oious  prefumption,  as  may  juftly  provoke 
jiin  utterly  to  forfake  us ;  and  to“  fvvea.r 
in  his  wrath,  that  we  dial!  never  enter 
into  his  reft.”  Conficler  (erioufty  of  thefe 
things  ;  and  make  halie  to  keep  God’s 
commandments.  To  delay  this,  is  al¬ 
ways  foolilh,  always  dangerous,  and 
often  fata!.  Truft  not  to  that  T’o-morro'tyy 
which  you  may  never  fee  ;  or  which 
nva/  find  you  in  the  regions  of  darknefs 
and  delpatr,  (ruitlefly  bewailing  your 
dependence  upon  it  !j 

I  have  reaf'on  to  think,  that  many 
of  you  were  lately  imprefted  with  a 
a  deep  fcnfe  of  religion  ;  that  you  then 

thought 
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thought  ferioufly  on  your  ways,  and  re-  SERM 
folved,  without  delay,  to  turn  your  feet  XIII 
unto  God’s  teftimonies.  This  you  " 
doubtlefs  did, when  God  “  looked  on  the 
earth,  and  it  trembled  ;  ”  when  you  were 
under  apprehenfions  of  fudden  deftruc- 
tion.  But  do  not  fome  of  you  find, 
fince  thofe  apprehenfions  are  over,  that 
your  concern  about  your  falvation  is  a- 
bated  ?  Are  none  of  you  become  al¬ 
ready,  almoft  indifferent  about  thofe 
things,  which  you  then  looked  on  as  be¬ 
ing  of  infinite  importance  ?  Do  you  re¬ 
tain  that  awakened  fenfe  of  religion, 
whicih  you  had  in  the  time  of  your  ap¬ 
parent  danger  ?  If  you  do,  it  is  well  ; 
aKd  it  may  be  hoped,  that  you  will  no 
tnore  return  to  folly.  But  if  thofe  good 
impreflions  are  already  grown  faint,  it 
may  be  juftly  feared,  they  will  e’re  long, 
be  quite  worn  out,  and  even  leave  your 
conlciences  more  hardened  than  ever. 

As  you  value  your  immortal  fouls,  keep 
alive,  and  cherifh,  the  convictions  of 
your  confciences.  If  you  draw  back, 
you  will  probably  draw  back  unto  per¬ 
dition.  God  will  have  no  pleafure  in 
you  ;  nor  lhall  you  have  any  pleafure  or 
Comfort  in  yourfelves  ;  but  you  will 
mourn  at  the  laft,  when  forrow  will  be 
unavailable.  “  He  that  being  often  re- 

A  a  4  proved, 
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proved,  hardeneth  his  neck,  /hall  fud- 

t  cnly  be  deltroyed,  and  that  without 
remedy.  ” 

In  fine  :  Let  ns  all  in  common  think 
ienoully  of  our  ways,  and  amend  them 
\!  ltLout  delay.  Let  the  wicked  alter  the 
general  coui/e  and  tenor  ot  their  lives  j 
lctuinmg  to  God  w  ith  their  whole  heart  j 
and  doing  works  meet  for' repentance! 
And  let  good  men  carefully  examine 
them  (elves,  reforming  their  ways  inthofe 
particular  inftances  and  relpebts,  where¬ 
in  they  are  blameable.  Let  us  all  be  ad- 
moni/hed,  by  the  difpenfations  of  pro¬ 
vidence  towards  us,  to  attend  to  the 
great  concerns  of  religion,  and  another 
wot  Id,  with  more  care  and  diligence, 
With  more  conftancy,  and  intenfenefs  otv 
application,  than  ever :  “  Knowing  the 
“  time,  that  now  it  is  high  time  to  a- 
wake  out  of  deep  ;  for  now  is  our 
“  falvation  nearer  than  when-  we  belie- 
“  keyed.  The  night  is  far  fpent,  the 
u  day  is  at  hand  :  Let  us  therefore  call 
of!  the  works  of  darknefs, -and  put  on 
the  armour  of  light.  ”  Being  follow- 

ers  of  God  as  dear  children,  we  (hall  in 
due  time  inherit  the  promifes,  which  in 
Jefus  thrift  are  Tea  and  Amen.  He 
w  ill  at  length  appear  for  the  compleat 
and  eternal  falvation  ot  thofe,  who  be¬ 
lieve 
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lieve  on,  and  obey  him  ;  and  render  to  SERM 
his  enemies  according  to  their  deeds. 

Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  wafhed 
us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood  j 
and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts 
“  unto  God  and  his  Father  ;  to  him  be 
glory  and  dominion,  forever  and  ever. 

Amen.  Behold,  he  cometh  with 
clouds,  and  every  eye  lhall  fee  him, 
and  they  alfo  which  pierced  him  :  And 
all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  fhall  wail 
*  becaufe  of  him  ;  Even  fo.  AMEN.”  I  &  Rev.  si 

5.6,7- 
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The  End. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

DIVERS  things  have  concurred!  tp 
retard  the  publication  of  thefe  dif- 
courfes :  But  this  delay  has  been  chiefly 
©ccalion’d  by  the  Author’s  ill  ftate  oil 

health  :  "  \ 

March,  1760. 
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TO  BE  SOLD  by  R.  Draper  in  Newbury* 
Street, and  Edes&Gill  inCornhill,BosTON« 

Dr.  MAYHEW’s 

TWO  Difcourfes  delivered  the  LordVDay 
after  the  Earthquakes  in  November  1 755. 

And  a  Lefture-Sermon  on  the  fame  Occafion. 


ALSO, 

A  Yolumn  of  SERMONS  upon  the  following 

Subje&s,  viz. 

i  / 

On  hearing  the  Word  :  On  receiving  it  with  Meeknefs  z 
On  renouncing  grofs  Immoralities  ;  On  the  neceffitj 
of  obeying  the  Gofpel  :  On  being  found  in  Christ  $ 

On  Juftification  by  Faith  :  On  the  nature,  principle 
and  extent,  of  Evengelical  Obedience.  On  the  de* 
ceitfulnefs  of  theHeart,  and  GOD’s  knowledge  thereof* 

On  the  fhortnefs  and  vanity  of  Human  Life  :  And & 

On  the  true  value,  ufe  and  end  of  Life  ;  together  with 

the  conducivenefs  of  Religion,  to  prolong,  and  make  1 
it  happy. 

'■  \ 

-  r3*  There  are  but  few  of  them  to  fell* 
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